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JiuCRiuili  L  agilgea%  IKtiered  by  the  con*- 
o^eft  c4  thq&  whp:  had  itada^  th^* 

iolves  ibrmicMble  by  thei/  bravery dhd 

no  doubt  but  from  thefe  motives,  General 
Gates  being  fully  ierifible  of  the  mortifica- 
tion attpndj^g:  ^rr^ceri^  of  fortune,  and 
not  wifhing  to  add  any  ciromiflance  that 
might  aggravate  ourprefent  calamity,  kept 
liia^  arm^witljin  tl^ir  a^p  ^liping^.the 
time  we  were  piling  up  our  arms,  that  they 
might  ^^»^^<^ftteia  ^^  ^^  tiiim;«a»;ri^  a 
i^ne. 

Our  fituation,  although  unfortunate,  is 
"toifee  fidjr  jJiJfenfce  of  an  army's  capi- 
tolaling,  mtnefs  the  convqition  at  Clofter- 
hauven,  which  was'  lb  idiiuntfirify  bSrbke ; 

^i^  lj^b^^n/f(^Eg^y,)yj9^k^ 

-  )        the> 


tbe  M&rftia  de  <; re^m»  wb»  :gn^te4 .« 
paflport,.  conceived  in  veiy  humJ^k  tctioM 
to  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Eyfenack,  allowing 
him  perauifion  to  pfijd  witb  his  axmy  by  a 
particular  coute»  and  &U  tlie  officers* 
uodpuit  and  <ioiomont  ioKKiud  of  tfa« 
French  army,  W6re  ei^reiUy  forbii  toofi^ 
the  teaft  injur^r  or  infnlt,.  dther  Jiy  tbo 
Duke  or.his  srmy^  kk  tfactr  return  f»  Ccif4 
many. .  >   ;  ,  ^    .    • 

111  this,  latter  poiat  <kneral:  Gallics  tm»« 
tated  theMaxfli^  tbf  after  wb  h^ii:  piled 
up  otir  aisns  knd  our  march  Wat  ftit^i  aa 
vre  paflTedlhe  American  ariny,  throaghout 
^x  wihole  of  them  I  £d  not  ohfenfethia 
\&£tds&efyeSt,  or  even  a  tanodttg.lb^ 
buttiU Was  mute afbamflmient aadiptymi 
and  h  gave  us  nolitde  pleafure  tor  fidd  that 
the  antipathy  fo  l(mg  ihewa  as.tneisiifoiH 
iigned  to  oblivion,  elevated  to  that  treat- 
ment wluch  the  authorized  mazhm  ind 
pr3i6Uccs<  of.  war  es^ok^  dvil  d^oMBeal 
Bi  to 
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ft>4uU^f3r6d-«iietflf;3nftiUied'Vith  the 

N  ■  *  V 

«i  Fo/wahfof  tlieadvi^tagespf  animme- 
dratc^i^xa^'  and  ij^lar' commumcation 
ttfith  'the  foutiie^n  anfty/ill  fuccefs  ,hay  been 
ifeie  cGttfeqift^ioOi- -  i^^  ieyent  of  our 

txpe^c^n^kicftsthe^neoeifity  of  cbfdiding 
t^k^laksfi^iiiff^  wh4M  might 

improve  every  conjun6lure  by  changing 
difcretionally  the  route  and  fpecies  of  the 
Won  yM(^i€UAmi^t!(&tf^ 
^li&L^fin^1^6fr(tlch^(dld^  dould 

JBqrigpxtcdroji  the  morning  of  aur.'fuiren-  . 
flLffir)^99kbuld  not^aTe  ifaeeh  \lDd^l!hc  ne* 
(Siffi^2pdPl£Dgaging±he  King'^  ar^!invany 
iMs^lQq^cbisi^at^^  might  vliavs:re- 

tedfiSdi&tti'Hiadfoh^V  and  changed  the  ivar 
tO<Ae8drfeBfivav/jiu  j>noI  v;i  .;  i  :.irrL:  • 

JbnFeopk^Borc^^tagn^fe  to  di^aw<c6iioluiions 
ImatM^IBlL  thojF  jiibpaDOUghttioi^^V'and 
o;  j:  ti  form 
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form  fyftems  which  :'orcnmftances,  muft 
alter.  No  doubt  b\}t  it  will  be  generally 
thought  in  Engkiid,-  as  -we  had  reduced 
Ticonderoga,  and  had  only  twenty-fiv? 
miles  to  Albany,  the  place  of  our  intended 
deftination,  it  was  eafy  to  accqmplifli;  it, 
without  confidering  the  delays  ^dr-in^Qi- 
diments  we  have  met  with.  This  hafty 
kind  of  doiftrine  you  muft  of  tea  hav«  beea 
witnefs  to,  from  the  fjmited  hopes  and  «Cr 
pe£tation  of  our  national  feelings. 

Our  meliancholy  cataftrophe  will  bef  a 
caution  to  others  in  power,  in' their  dirpQr 
tions  to  a  General^  this  ^expedition,  appears 
to  have  been  planned  by  thofe,  who^jf^tifig 
in  their  clofets,  with  a  ramp  brfwe  tbeiH, 
ridiculoufly  expedl  the  mqvcimcnts  -of 
an  army  to  keep  pace  with  their  rapid 
ideas,  not  only  directing  genejraL^ogrra- 
tions,  but  particular  movements  of  ^qai^ 
paign,  carried  on  throaigK;a  country  mi^j^ 
jterior jdefarts,  and  at  a  diftance  of  thrqp 
.  B  3  thoufand 


thoofaBd  miles,  mthout  allomng  the  Ge^ 
neral  wba  is  to  COTdu^  that  army,  to  be 
km&tA  with  pGivt^sfor  changing  the  mode 
fjiw9tt  as  circi^n^mcep  may  occur. 

It  w^  woTKtfiiXt^  HiMferftood  through-r 
<S^  ^  army,  ^laC  the  ol^efb  of  our  ex> 
piB^tioi^^was  to  effe^ajun£tion  with  ih3A 
4Hide^  General  Howe,  and  hy  fvtch.  means 
bet&m  matters  o/E  the  Hudibn's  nver^ 
(^'fdding  'the  nor^m  from  the  foutherQ 
provinces.  You  can  eafily  conceive  the 
%R^x^iSlati<a«th  Cfpcafioned,  whm  we  were 
^Offlied!  that  General  Howe's  army  had 
pmn  to  Philadelphia^  and  it  lyas  the  more 
IncwaAAj  as  we  ^nld  not  form  to  opriHves 
any  idea  hew  ftieh  a  ftep  vfQviid  facilitate, 
wefieaajimftiqn. 

Ik  i»  natural  to  fbppofe,  when  two 
thnles  are  to  meet,  that  the  northern  one 
'Would  advance  to  the  fouthward,  «id  rfjq 
l^titfieititt^f^etiprthwftrdji  oriftfieyare 

■■■■'■■'  ...  to 


ti»  meet  mj  vriMre  about  ti^  <«ttiei:  t«i> 
tjMta  feadlt  tfadt  tbsf  woidd  jftt  tint  Ift 
ibafe  direOianB;  inocih<  jbout  the  €am 
tune.  But  it  ihooM  fiek  jdfitt  il^oi^  4«li6 
h^tve  the  dInSlion  it  heme  of  iht  ttrHAit 
U2on  this  Contmefitj  de^^g  iR»&  fift^ 
and  natural  means  of  effi:£tingajun£tion» 
^afi^  thft  su«iy^  H^  Ybift  iMier 
Ibuth,  and  ibid  Ihc  anny  f  i«iii  C^biida  in 
^bm  Jbbe  dktabn,  ttmt  if  boik  tomiklini 
Hk^  (tottrib  till  dcxmil^i  It  wcyiald  U  im 
poSbbt  tomett.  lam  00  mudi  «MA 
thoft  «t  the  hcid  ef  «fi^n  too  }fii|4(^i|if 
Cfcditcdtvary  n^rtv  and  an  contifiUflllf 
ted  mraj  bjr  iiw  :^ib  mfofiHit^  (Sf  mA 
^tAio  iueititemfted  inthe  dusipi^  atA 

BiA^basd  and  AiiierieiU 

1%e  ifoiihl|6,  nsfeliitidA  ahd  f>^^eb.  6f 

^  armjr  }ii  ^ridui^ing  the  hariih^  of  ^ 

eamp^gn  iii  geAa^>  but  HA&re  p^ctilaffjr 

tiie  eohclufien  of  it,  mx^  f^ij  rbfute  aii 

B4  invi4ious 


invidious  charge  of  !iorcigiier?ran  general; 
particularly  iJie  Frepch;  thrit  tfic  Englifh 
^Kti'tanBt  for  the  3)ardfl^a  bf- war,vairf 
thfeugh  braveand ifttrdpidlir^he field,  afe 
n^:  capable  of  en<turing'fetigw,-.wiA^ 
the €pntvenien(»esrie£  lifeu ;  •  f      ; 

ij.Throij^bilut /the  wholoMcampaign,  the 
jiieii«j»adji(ita:mor&l  of'bif^  but  mixed 
Mprtli«w>flQ|tif;in£o^^^c^  theiii 

2]|H>n  ja  39ioiie^before  a.  fire ;>yery  feldom 
i^ii^  to .cheer  them;^fter.  fatiguing. days, 
ift,clfcmtig. away  the  woAds.'for'rencamp- 
fiE^tls^ :  repairing  roafls;:  pnd  conilradling 
ferid^es  5 :  ff^dom  ifrefh  f^ovifions  ^ . .  fcaAty 
und  iwi^rableJas  the  allctwanccto  aibldier 
is^  it  wa^  jeduicfid  to  haJf  its  quahtity  on 
the  3d  of  Oftober.  After,  the  aftidn  of  the 
19th  of  September,  the  men  continually 
ilept  witli  tihjeir  ajpcpu{f;ement»  on)  and  ;a/ter 
the  ?i^ion  on  the  71^1,  jjcyer  had  a,^»t^  pfi 
^^.^er ; l^m.  f rc^n .  the  h^v^^  0x1^  almqit 
UKefi^^  tfi^/ell  f|om  th^t  tm^  til) 

..r.  :    -  ,.  i  the 
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the  convention,  without  the  refrefhmcnt  of 
fpirits  during  this  period ;  and  after  our 
arrival  at  Saratoga,,  debarred  of  that  verjr 
cflential:-  to  the  health  arid  convenience  of 
troops,  'Water,  although ^  clofe  to  a  fine 
rivul^^  it  being  at  the  hi^ard.  of  life,  in 
the  day  time,  to  get  any,,  from  the  number 
of  riflemen  the  enemy  had  pofted  in  trees, 
and  at;  Aight  the  men 'were  prevdnted^  as 
they  w?re  fure  to  be  taken;  prifonors;  if 
they;atf^mpted  it.  AH  the  water  that  the 
atnny  was  fupplied  with  was  from  a*  very 
muddy  fpring,  and  what  they  could  get  oitt 
of  the  holes  the  cattle  made  with  theU:'iiaet^ 
by  way  of  luxury^  and  to  render  their  pi'oi. 
vifionsmore  palateable,  when  it  rained  hardt 
the  men  ufed  to  catch  it  in  their  caps,  to 
mix  with  their  flour. 

Ofiicers  in  general  fared  the  fame  as  the 
foldiersf  moll  of  them  young  c^pjdgners, 
and  not  fo  provident  of  their  liquors,  rely- 
ing  upon  a  frefh  fupply  that  was  following 

tlie 
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ihe  aniiy.  This  was  the  only  tinea  in  life 
i  found  money  of  litde  ufe :  isovf  ileefaval 
we  ai«  in  onr  ojunion,  that  it  c<knilitatet 
mU  oar  hapj^km&i-**^l  was  notthA  cmiyonft 
\idiD,  wlKn  drenching  wet  and  ihivwing 
mth  cold,  woold  have  g^n  a  gi&nea  for  4 
^ais  of  any  ^rit. 

One  day  I  thought  ibitane  had  ^intdd 
tne  out  as  one  of  h^  favorites,  fot  ttiy  kr->- 
yaaxt  came  and  informed  me  he  had  tnti 
with  4  woman  wh6  had  hiUf  a  pint  6f 
New  England  rum  to  difpofe  of,  but  (hit 
woidd  not  part  with  it  under  a  guinea. 
I  haftened  him  back  fot  it,  Ie(t  any  one 
Ihould  of!er  the  womiui  more,  which  I  wa$ 
lenfible  would  be  the  cafe,  if  known,  t 
would  myfdf  have  given  treble  for  half  th^ 
quantity,  being  appreheniive  of  an  ague, 
from  being  continually  in  wet  cloaths,  ind 
expofed  day  and  night  to  all  weathers^ 
You  will  not  accufe  me  of  a  churli(h  di& 
pofiti<^,  but  when  I  obtsuned  the  ram» 

neceffity, 
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iMcdScf,  oontrarf  to  indmation,  rendered 
ms  extrev^  fo. 

Upon  our  anival  at  Saratoga,  three  com- 
panies of  cmr  ref^ment,  txie  of  which 
was  that  I  belong  to,  were  pofted  in  a 
fmall  redouht)  dofe  to  the  creek ;  onr  fitu> 
ation  was  by  no  means  capable  of  making 
imy  great  defence,  hvt  merely  to  obferve  if 
the  enemy  pafled  the  creek  in  any  force : 
had  they  attempted  it,  we  were  to  have  kept 
fip  a  firing  during  their  crofiing,  then  to 
have  abahd(med  our  ftation,  and  joined  die 
wasaxk  body  of  the  army.  This  poft  was  a 
finall  fquare  redoubt,  conftruded  widi  logs 
hresA  high,  and  the  only  flielter  aflSxded 
to  the  troops  was  from  thofe  angles  which 
faced  the  enemy,  as  the  others  were  fo 
expofed,  that  we  had  (everal  men  killed  and 
tvomided  in  the  redoubt  by  the  riflemen, 
who  were  poiled  in  trees ;  we  could  dif^ 
cem  them  every  mcHtiing  at  day-break» 
fakii^  ihek  fituadons  upon  the  moft  lofty 

trees 
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Jrees  they  met  with,'  by  which  m^s  they 
commanded  fome  of  the  .hitericr  parts, of 
the  redoubt.  Our  fituation  was  fuch,  that 
a  man  rifqued  his  life  if  he  vcnturedin  the 
day  time  to  loo^  over  the  woi^ks ;  and  to 
convince  you  how-fiire  thefe  men- are  of 
hitting  their  mark,  the.foldiffs^  out  of  de- 
rifion,  would  hoift  up  a  cap  uj5on  a  -ftick 
over  the  works,  when  irtftantly  there  would 
be  one  or  two  (hot  fired  at  it,  and  as  many 
holes  through  it.  I  have  fcen  a  cap  that 
has  been  perforated  with  three  balls.  :  We 
certainly  could  have  diflodged  futh  tfouble- 
fome  neighbours,  or  prevented  thdr  ^fcend- 
ing^  the  trees,  but  we  had  orders  not  to  fire^ 
as  it  might  bring  on  a  fkirmifhing.  attack, 
whilft  the  enemy  were  meditating  another 
of  greater  importance. 

The  men  were  fo  harrafled  and  fatigued 
with  continually  fitting  and  lying  on  the 
ground,  all  huddled  in  a  fmall  compafs, 
that  three  days  before  the  contention,  took 

place. 
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plBte,  they  cieHnpl&ii^  ]6(tbe  Captain- wh(i 
coimihaiHledi  that^tt^  W^ci-'not  permitted 
to  fi]re'«p6n1dfee*i5OTi!y,twliemby  di 
obt^ori-BioreAsafciJand'^feFefere  dt^ht  to  be 
relifv'edi*  and  fliejr  ree^ved  for  anfweif,  wKett 
night  ifei&i  on  it  fhenli  be  mentioned  to  th6 
eeaSii^qxTfite  <!«^dn'  defirfed  me  to  go 
<q*KtoJ^^f$i>|l|a:wberi«I-amved  thc^^, 
I-fboil^illttyfifiajrtoolrldi^the  hardAiips  in 
coihi|tfb,:^fiMr  i^ttoai^Geneiali-ihad  juft 
lsud>dQiltai6itrtheii[^  flfiikr«flfe<  having  only 
2ttt^bidHito  toWr^hiTiAlfrom  dKf  t(A^tife[#i 
thffiAi&-dBaex»)^jvn9re'fitdMgi?iAitisl  a^F^ 
I  i)benrt\^(to2y(itKddaeqiakiM^9ee;'NobH 
<l^>^erif!^h^ilhcii«/ldiBlirig: known  to 
hnii,  a^^«el^ed^^eij)arp^rt  t^-  itiy  btafi^ 
4ieTg;':v«ttfioh  heitnlndUately  (X^mnunic^j^ 
|o  :Geit^aiiPh}lli^9^xi£While  fa6  ^aS'^fpeikt 
tihg;t  '£"  3in  'iagr6::I':^ail  .nevcfe'Jor^t''4h« 
•eageMte6  Naadijanxa^/d^idedihi'iittcietQl 
Burgoyne's  countenaacci  .whenvhe:;^rted 
from  his  flumber,  haftily  enquiring  what 
WSiil^  matter.    General  PhiUips  informed 

him 
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him  it  was  a  tr^liaf  IMn^  about  ft licvin^ 
a  poft,  when  he  lay  domt^  again  to  r«firdb 
his  wc^HM  fpint$>.^^p«arixig:.ali9pftex« 
haufted  by  a  contiftual.  ilato  ol  agits6«m* 
After  reod^^^  an  anfwer  that  the.  pojft 
{hould  be  reUeved,  I  returned  to  ^  re- 
doubt. The  men  anjpoufly  expfj^id  it« 
but  were  greatly  di&ppoinl^  by  thfii^ 
pearance  of  day-break,  «« hnovyingaaJte* 
lief  coftld  arrive  ^km^aodttlBt  they  had 
another  day's  vexaj^on  tx^.  encounter  £fbal 
the<b  ridMtoen.  I«  wfts  with  ^  gUiaiteft 
dii^eulty  the^officers  coklU  present  Ih^jnen 
from  fim^ac  them^  Aid  thW  only  wi&  a 
prcapufethat  they  ihouU  iiaye  permission* 
if  they  w^  not  rdievfidsa*  nigh*.'  .Per* 
bap%  y<x*  win  %» the  foldiei's  had.r^albii 
for  ejDmpliiisrt)  for  many  .of  f Henf»  by  bieing 
htf^  m  &i(h  St  eodilned  •.  ritnati(m»  ^ere  £> 
«tam{idl>  ihkt  they  icould^aKely  vailk*^^^ 
hat  we  were  sdieved  at  laft. 

-    . :..:  -'  puring 


iXiriagtlM^ilTine  I  was  pofted  in  this 
laArMihrbT  inatcaapt  Snutb,  of  the  ardilerf, 
ottoB  one  euemiig  to  &e  rae^  and  upon  my 
Itiati^  our  4iftre&  as  to  Hquoars,  defirsd 
mt.  to.  hadumf  fbnraat  ta  hint  th«  next 
nigbfc,.  and  he  woakl  kxid  me  a  cafe  battle 
«f  nmL.  .  Inosi  thofoghl  fortune  was  hoaph* 
ingfil^aIIS  jui  q^  Imttaflkw  you  what 
a  fiolEli^  coeatiue  fbe  is,  iwthen  I  fent  nf 
ftmantltein^emauag,  Inftead  of  retorn* 
Itig  witltthe  confoet  i  waa  pronufiiDg  ik^-^ 
^  .^Kxnt  §mtt  aft  ac^pEuQtiotH  he  ktoi^g^ 
ll»1l^l^|fS^■that  Mr,  Smitls^  in»«acti«iiMif 
icany'ixecQ^ld  not  fioililhk  pronikfe..  ia»a 
eannon  flict  had,  in  the  courfe  of  the  -day^ 
2|Mie;tiifVoiq;h!  his.  canteen,  aoAdemolifltfrt. 
tnscf  thm^'m  it. 

Tlfc  day  JDsfore  the  ^wtumsokin  «det 
places  i  «a^  compelled^  tD.4cquiefceiA''«M 
a^on  that  diftrefled  my  fedlitags  mudkyiin 
making  ai97^  widi  the  little  colt  that  my 
mare  had  dropped^  as  my  fervant  told  me 

it 
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itiTQuId  wcafceamy  mare,  that,  to  ufe  the 
flow's  words,  ii£ver  we  march  from  this 
encampment,  ihe  will  not  be  able  to  con* 
vey  your  baggage ;  at  the  fame  time  adding, 
from  the  time  we  had  arrivedthere  fhe  had 
iiad  liothing  to  eat,  but  the  dried  leaves  he 
could  gather  up  for  her;  this;was  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the.horfcs  throughout  the  army* 
$ome  fcrvants,  let  their  horfes  ftray  about 
itt  the  deep  ravine,  where  they  were  ftation- 
edjtaiheker  them  from  the  caiinon  fhotj 
fStdyipifure,  ^5  aipbor  horfe il/vaa  allurcdiby 
^bgftnteniptatiQO :  of  fome  refrefbing  grafej 
tJiat  grew  in;  the! meadows  ia. great  abun* 
^^c^it  x)i£t'Witk>  inilant  death  from  a  nilo 
l^tiio.Oh  Ae  plain  where  we>  filed  up  ouy 
arms,  there  were  numbers;  of  dead  horfes; 
from  the  ftench  of  which,  and  from  the 
fS6Sorfoan,ce\<?fcfi:)  humiliatoog  m:aft,  ;^ou 
Hftllrt^filyjnptgiiie  ourhaftein  quitting  fiiclj 
Hiptfti:;  J  rWBfein, ..  --^iij  :^^.'    :.   -J..:: 

\m  iiifi;  :/o'j  t;:  i  -  Yaurs>7&q.  i.  ">rrT 

^'  LET- 
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LETTER        XLIII. 


Camhridgi,  in  JVkv  England ^ 
N§v.  19, 1777. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND^ 

f\^  R  expedition,  for  you  muft  pardon 
^^  iiiy  dwelling  on  a  fubjeft  fo  near  my 
heart,  was  certainly  undertaken  with  every 
profpe6l  of  fuccefs,  not  only  from  the 
goodncfs  of  the  troops,  but  the  excellence 
of  the  Generals,  The  many  difficulties, 
though  in  fome.  meafure  forefeen,  were 
not  exptefted  to  be  fuch  as  they  have  too 
fatally  proved  themfelvcs;  we  had  hitherto 
corffidered  them  only  what  perfeverance 
woiild  •  bviercome.  ^Our  progrefs  amidft 
com^^Iic^ted  impefdiment^  and  innumerable 
Vol,  II.  C  diftreffefs. 
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diftrefles,  was  really  wonderful,  and  the 
^ure  muft  not  be  coniidered  fo  fur- 
prizing  as  the  perfeverance  and  fpirit  with 
which  we  ftruggled  ag^nft  it. 

People  who  judge  impartially,  will  make 
a  diftinftion  between  mifconduft  and  mis- 
fortune. It  is  true  the  intent  of  our  ex- 
pecQtion  has  failed— General  Burgoyne  was 
too  deeply  interefted  in  tike  national  honor, 
to  fhrink  from  undertaking  what  only  ap- 
peared hazardous-Hwt^  can  blame  him,  for 
not  executing  with  an  army  that  always 
a6ted  like  BritonSi  what  was  im|R)irible. 

Throughput ,  the  whole  canipaign,  the 
General  has  not  only,  been  the  Conunander 
of  the-  army,  bttt  fully  demonftrated  he 
was  equally  as  gop4?ijfckUer^  amidft  all 
the  hftidlhips  and  d^culties/.we  liad  to 
encounter^  tlicaXt^f^^q^jffi  all  ra^r^  to 
him  was  u»fhakfj?<,iand  4j»r^^ 
fant  labors  di%p9WlB»^f  994;ilift^^s 

.       .:'iiL;^  J  .11  .ic"  we 
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we  experienced,  there  was  not  the  leaft 
murmur  or  difcontent  throughout  the 
army ;  nay,  fo  ftrongly  attached  were  they 
to  his  perfon,  that  when  they  found  patience 
and  courage  had  been  exerted  in  vain,  and 
all  hopes  of  fuccefs  at  an  end,  they  were 
ready  to  follow  him  to  the  field,  and  to  die 
with  their  arms  in  their  hands.  No  one 
could  exhibit  ftronger  proofs  of  magnani- 
nuty,  nor  take  bolder  or  more  decifive 
meafures  againft  the  enemy,  when  humi- 
liating terms  were  propofed.  It  fliould 
feem  that  he  was  determined,  if  fate  had 
decreed  the  fall  and  total  overthrow  of  his 
little  army,  to  perifli  nobly,  and  to  leave 
his  name  unfuUied  to  future  ages. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 


B2  I,ET- 
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LETTER        XLIV. 


Cambridge i  in  NnJO  England ^ 
Nov,  20, I777* 


My  dear  FRiENfi, 

/GENERAL  BURGOYNE  had  not  the 
^^  advantages  of  profecuting  war  in  this 
part  of  America,  attendant  on  Lord  Am^- 
herft  and  General  Braddock,  for  in  the  laft 
the  ^fficulties  arifing  from  the  natural 
ftrength  of  the  country,  were  for  the  moft 
part  removed  by  the  friendly  difpofitions 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  chearfuUy  exerted 
themfelves  to  facilitate  the  movements  of 
the  King's  army,  at  the  fame  time  fupply- 
ing  them  with  every  requifite  accommoda- 
tion J  and  I  am  confident,  when  I  affert, 

that 
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that  had  not  the  Generals  in  the  hft  war 
been  furniflied  with  thefe  refources,  neither 
of  them  would  have  made  the  rapid  pro- 
girefs  that  was  accomplifhed. 

Theprogrefs  of  our  army  was  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  New  England  provinces, 
whofe  people  are  ijniverfally  difloyal,  and 
furnifli  fuch  injmenfe  bodies  of  militia,  it 
is  really  fljrprizitig  that  we  advanced  fo  far, 
without  any  co-op^r^tipn  with  the  fouthem 
army,  -  -  ,. 

If  General  Howe  had.  his  reafons  for  not 
proceeding  up  the  north  river,  /  arid  wifhed 
to  flxike  terror  into  fome.of  the  provinces, 
I  think  ihcTc  were  none  he  oould  .fo  well 
have  direfted  that  terror  againft,  as  thofe 
ef  New  England;  for  by  a  diverfion  on 
the  coaft.  of  Maflachufett's,  many,  benefits 
would  have  refulted:  it  would  have  kept 
the  New  Englanders  at  home  for  .the  in- 
ternal defence  of  their  own  provinces,  and 
C  3  impeded 
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impeded  the  levies  for  the  continental  army. 
Such  a  diverfion  would  have  been  a  co-ope- 
ration with  our  army,  and  no  doubt  have 
prevented  the  misfortunes  that  have  be- 
fallen it,  the  printipal  part  of  the  army 
tinder  General  Gates  being  compofed  of 
the  militia  of  the  New  England  provinces, 
who  muft  have  been  drawn  down  to  the 
defence  of  the  cities  upon  that  coaft,  in 
which  cafe  our  army  could  not  have  failed 
to  overcome  every  poffible  difficulty,  and 
have  efFefted  a  junftion  with  the  detach- 
ment that  was  fent  up  the  North  River, 
tmder  the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
from  which  detachment  it  certainly  was 
obvious,  that  the  olge^  of  the  two  armies 
were  theiamc,  that  of  forming  a  junftion. 

Certainly  then  it  behoved  General  Howe 
to  fee  £>  large  and  important  a  reinforce- 
ment as  our  army  would  have  been  to  his, 
in  a  ftate  of  pcrfeft  fccurity  at  leaft,  before 
he  carried  his  fo  far  to  the  fbudivmrd,  as 

to 
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to  4?pfiy§  him  of  >t|ie  power  of  fupport. 
Tb^t -gw  army  way  to  be  confidered  as 
no  o^i^^than  a  r^^^^  to  General 

liQw^%ip  evi4?nt:f?p)Di  tiie  very  order? 
&ymi  pWj>y  <?en^:  CarletoR,  at  the 
openwi^  pf  th^  cainpa^gn,  ftating,  "  That 
"his Mi^^i ba4,>Cff4«'pdv hii9 to  detach 
"  Qeneral  j^urgp^^^,  with  certain  troops, 
"  who  was  tq  proceed  with  all  poffiblc  ex- 
"  pedition  to  join  General  Howe,  and  put 
"  hinifelf  jindcr  his  command  j"  at  the 
fame  time  adding  this  pow^fful  r^on, 
"  with  a  vie^r  of  quelling  the  y^Bellion  jt 
*^  is  become  highly  n^cd^iy,  that  the  mq^ 
"  J5?ie^y  j^^^w  pi  tf^^.P^  armj^s  {hovJd 
^  be  effe^ed."     , 

By  th?  jmiftion  of  the  two  armies,  wo 
Ihould  have  been  in  pofieffion  of  the  IJorth 
Hivejr,  from  New-York  to  Albany,  which 
divides  the  northern  from  the.jfouthem 
provinces.  General  Wafhingtp^  would 
in  that  cafe  have  been  totally  deprived 
C4  of 
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of  the  great  foppliesof  men-  and  pro- 
vifions  from  the  New  Ehglancl  States  j  ^ahd 
the  Britifh  army  would  have  been  eniabled 
to  make  excurfions  itito  either  proviricesy 
ais  occalion  might  fervei  the  m^-  pai*tbf 
the  arniy  might  have  kq)t  Wafhington  at 
bay,  while  a  few  redoubts,  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  our  {hipping,  would  teive  preferved 
the  entire  pofTeflioii  of  the  river. 

General  Howe's  carrymg  his  army  far  to 
the  fouthward,  confirmed  an  idea  the 
northern  Provinces  have  imbibed,  that  after 
the  affair  of  Bunker's-hill,  and  the  eva- 
luation of  Bofbon,  no  Britohs  will  ever 
land  again  upon  their  coafl ;  it  infpired 
them  with  new  hopes,  it  invigorated  their 
fpirits,  and  greatly  contributed  to  increafe 
the  numbers  of  General  Gates's  army, 
which  at  the  time  of  the  convention 
amounted  to  18,000.  Every  candid  and 
liberal  mind  will  allow  our  refolution  dur- 
ing  the  treaty  of  the  convention  was  mag- 

■   "  nanimous. 
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i)AniitK»^'^i^ea  :]tik  timfidered  'cniriarmy' 
qnly:^conMed  oi'^^^ooroppofcd  to  foch 

'  "b  ma^^becui^edv- tfa^tx  General  'Howe's. 
gc^g:to 'the  ibuthWapfd^'was ^tactri^w ofF 
Waflliti^tim  from  our  army.  .  He -was 
dieirirat^jQmbble-town,  .200  mile^  diilmt 
front u&>i«^U£hiWeQMtt^  eoiem^pat :Sdli^ 
wati^i^'iond  GdM^l-tiowe^  force  was  at 
NeWtY*il:y  whkh'Wfii  40  mjl^  nfeaj^r, 
in  fome  meafure  fitutted  between  our 
army  and  Waftiington's,  therefore  he  could 
Bot  xikJve:  towards  :  us-  without  Genieral 
Howe's  knbwledge,^nor  could  Wifliington 
proceed: to  Albany  Ijy  water  for  winj  of 
Ihippiiig  and  craft,  or  march  by  land  hi 
lefs  thama  fortmg^  and  th^t  oftfyoby  a 
road  teadingthrough  a  gjjp  of  a  mountain. 
If  G&isx^  WafhmgtoBi  had,  by  any  forced 
and -feci^et'  marches,  p^Uied  this  gap^  •  before 
General  Howe  had  taken  poft  in  the  Jer- 
feys  t(X{J^KVent  it,  he 'had  an  immenfe  fleet 

of 


26."  INTE&IQK.TJlAVSKfeT 

of  men.of  j.war  and:tran^rts»,'fviUy<<fufE*T. 
dent  to  hato;<^rieeb  his.  whoiraimytO) 
Albany  in  a  week.  It  ftrikes  me  Yctf^fottt 
cibly,  that  General  Howe's  taking  his 
army  round  Capfc  €2i4rl^  3.50-jdule$rniire 
diftaat  from  Alb^  than  he.waaitt  ,|icw. 
Yxxky^ icbuld  bytnaneans  fcoBirjibiitB  to 
cSe£iziy^a£iion',  ,  and  certainl jit  cannot 
be  alloweditfaat  Icadiag  Waihiilgtc«t  from!^ 
Qjttbble^towiito/Fhiladelphis^  kQTaX^ijf>£rr 
fihlybe  any  idisrerfioa of  ^le^mfQXX' 
anceixifavx>ur ofoorarmyl    rn   ov;     . 

If  it.had  been .  the<  iMentian  of . General 
Wdhiiigtcm  to  have.;C070peratBdiWith  any 
am^  that  was  to  oppoib  ours,  itTdbes  not- 
app^ftr  to  me.  how  .Ge;tieral  How^e  gping 
totbe,C3befape3k;,wh^is*6oOimks  di£-i 
tant,j  ahdr  leaying^WaChington,  Jwho  waa 
2QP  nearer  to  \is»  fould  poffiWy  pnevent  it. 
The  only  apparent  means,.  fonjiQ.doiJbt  it 
was  the  intention. -of  General  Howe  to 
draw  off  General  Wfefljington's  aimy,  and 

to 
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to  pf&^ent  his :a€tmg  againft  ours,  would 
We  been  to^  have  taken  poft  between  us  s 
it  wbuM  ihare  been  a  check  upon  him, 
aad  that  detachment  that  was  fent  up  the 
Nc*th:Rive#  would  not  have  met  with  the 
many  difficulties  they  encountered  during 
their  progrefs,  at  Montgomery  and  other 
fiMtSi*' •  Even  admitting  General  Wafliing- 
ton's  iornjcy  to  have  been  far  fuperior  as  to 
numbers,  thece  was  nothing  to  apprehend ; 
it  was  compofed  of  new-rraifed  and  undifci^ 
plined  ;ti?Qaps,  commanded  by  officers  of 
little  experience,  mofUy  corps  that  had 
been  defeated,  in  every  aftion,  ftrangers  to 
Yiftory,  and  greatly  difpirited—— that  of 
Genetgi  Howe  was  perfedly  difciplined, 
commanded  by  brave  and  experienced 
officers^  the  fpirits  of  the  men  exalted 
above  thecfFefts  of  fear  by  their  numerous 
and  iretent  fucceffes,  for  they  had  cairied 
viftory  and  conqueft  with  them  wherever 
they  trod. 

I  will 
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I  will  give  you  the  opinion;  of  ^cQner^l 
Wafhingtoni  himfelf,  as  it  was  related  to 
me  by  Major  Browne^  whom  I  Jiave.been 
acquainted  with  fmcc  our  arrival  at  this 
pkce,  and  who  wias:  at  that  time  in  the 
General's  fuite,  •     '     . 

General  Wafhington  dreaded: nothing  fo 
much  a&  General  Howe's  army  /going  up 
the  North  River :  he  was  fenflble  of .  the 
difficulties  his  own  muft  encouijtw:  in  fbl- 
lowmg  it;  he  knew  the  eafe  and 'celerity 
by  which  the  Britiih  army  would  be  tranil 
ported  by  water;  his  owit  had. .to  inarch 
over  mountains,  ravines,  and  ftroag  defiles, 
and  the  provifioris  for  hisr  array  woHld  be 
all  from  the  diftant  foutherji  colonies  }  he- 
knew  that  it  would  throw  a  great  damp 
upon  the  fpirits  of  the  New  England  Pro- 
vinces, efpecially  their  militia,  and  in  a 
great  meafure  prevent  theif  joining  Gates's 
army,  and  infallibly  have  faved  ours.-^r^^ 
This   opinion  being   firmly  fixed  in  his 

mind, 
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mind,  when  he  was  informed  that  General 
Howe  was  goneS  to  the  Chefapeak,  he  gave 
as  little  credit  to  the  intelligence  as  we  did, 
when  the  news  of  it  was  brought  Into  our 
camp  before  the  fuifender ;  he  fully  dif^ 
believied  it,  and  cohcluded  that  fucli  a  mea- 
lure  was  too  abfurd  to  be  poffible,  and 
afted  agreeable  to  the  6|Hnion  he  had  form- 
ed; for  when  General  Howe's  fleet  failed 
from  the  Hook  fouthward,  he  conceived  k 
to  be  only  a  feint,  therefore  moved  his 
army  from  Quibble-town  to  the  northward, 
that  he  might  more  conveniently  follow 
the  Britifh  army  up  the  North  River,  ex- 
pefting  every  day  to  hear  of  the  Generars 
returning,  and  failing  his  army  to  Albany: 
nor  till  he  heard  that  the  Britifh  fleet  was 
at  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware,  did  Wafh- 
ington  march  his  army  to  the  fouthward. 
When  he  received  intelligence  that  the 
fleet  had  flood  out  again  to  fea,  flill  fo  per- 
fuaded  he  was  that  General  Howe  would 
not  aft  fo  contrary  to  true  policy,  as  to  go 

up 
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HP  Ae  Chefapeak  tp  Philadelphia,  ]t>ut  that 
his  intfentions  ftill  were  tagoto  the  north- 
ward, that  he  marched  his  artny  to  his 
northern  poll — ^not  before  he  was  perfeftly 
certain  that  the  Britifti  fleet  was  near  the 
head  of  the  Elk,  did  he  quit  that  poft, 
and  march  his  army  to  the  fouthward. — 
Thus,  you  fee,  the  condu£i:  of  General 
Wafliington  entirely  coincided  with  his 
declared  and  fixed  fentiments. 

That  fome  great  error  has  been  com- 
mitted, either  unintentional  or  defigned, 
muft  be  evident  to  every  one— where  to  fix 
it  is  impoflible  to  fay — ^But  time,  that  great 
difclofer  of  all  fecrets,  will  no  doubt  reveal 
this,  and,  I  hope,  redeem  the  national 
honor  and  the  national  welfare. 

,Yours,  &C. 


LET- 
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CamhrUge^  in  New  En^imidp 

iViw.  ao,  1777. 


.  *  MY-  XitKK   FRIEND^ 

r '  ■ .'  • .     '  .  •' 

AFTfeR  we  had  piled  up  our  arms, 
and  our  march  fettled,  we  moved 
forward,  and  fpent  the  night  on  the  Ipot 
where  we  had  formerly  erefted  our  hof- 
pitals,  of  which  place  I  fent  you  a  draw- 
ings 

The  next  morning  I  went  with  another 
officer  to  vifit  General  Frafer's  grave:  upon 
our  aitival  at  the  fpot,  we  were  ftruck 
with  a  Ctmtertiplative  Jilence  aP  the  awful 
icene  thdl  prefenttd  itfilfi^the  coipfe  hav- 
ing 
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ing  been  taken  up  by  the  Americans,  and 
the  coffin  fcarcely  covered  over  with  earth. 
Upon  recovering  from  our  conftemation, 
we  called  to  fome  foldiers,  who,  with  a 
pick-axe  aiid  ftiovel  which  happened  to  be 
in  the  redoubt,  heaped  more  earth  upon 
the  coffin.  The  Americans  had  been 
guilty  of  great  inhumanity  in  cannonad- 
ing the  corpfe  when  going  for  interment, 
but  difturbing  it  after  burial  would  have 
difgraced  a  favage ;  the  only  reafon  they 
affignedwas,  that  we- had  buried  cannon, 
and  not  a  corpfe — a  very  improbable  fiip-. 
pofition.  I  rather  imagine,  and  it  is  the 
beft  excufe,  that  they  thought  it  was  our 
money-cheft. 

As  we  crofled  the  river  at  Still- Water, 
we  obferved  the  army  under  Generial  Gates 
marching  to  Albany,  to  join  Putnam;,  the 
objeft  of  this  jvmftion  was  tp  ^ve  General 
Ciint;on  a  d:*cpki.y?]^ci  wgs  moying.  up*  :the 
NorthrRivers :  aftd;[jta^:puri  inpyjification, 

we 
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We  learn,  that  General  Vaughan  had  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  iEfopus,  which  place  Is 
but  a  few  miles  from  Albany.— This  fully 
proves  what  I  mentioned  in  my  laft,  that  a 
jundlion  of  the  fouthern  army  with  ours 
was  fully  intended,  and  had  any  certain 
intelligence  of  General  Vaughan's  ad- 
vancing fo  far,  arrived  at  our  camp,  we 
in  all  probability  ftiould  not  have  fttr- 
rendered* 

Our  army  being  To  furrounded  by  the 
enemy,  no  certain  intelligence  could  reach 
the  camp;  the  three  confidential  fpies 
whom  the  General  had  fent,  after  theaftion 
of  the  19th  of  September,  to  Ne^^^-Yofk, 
had  not  returned  *,  and  fince  the  conven* 
tion,  we  have  learnt,  that  one  could  get 
no  farther  than  Albany,  where  he  was 
obliged  to  be  concealed  in  a  Tory's  houfe ; 
ianother  had  the  misfortune  to  be  detefted  ^ 
and  the  third  was  Captain  Scott,  of  our 

Vol.  IL  D  regiment. 
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regbnenl:,  who  ^ot  i^  into  New-York, 
and  who  was  returning  with  General 
Vaughan'a  detachjjient,  which,  when  op- 
portunity offered,  he  was  to  have  left,  and 
made  lus  way  throu^  the  woods  to  our 
army.  I  really  aqa  perfuaded,  for  want  of 
intelligence  that  could  be  relied  on,  the 
failure  of  o»r  expediticm  was  compleated  ^ 
and  the  honorable  terms  which  have  been 
granted  were  complied  with  fo  readily,  be- 
caufe  General  Gates  forefaw,  if  we  had 
gained  intelligence  of  any  detachment  be- 
ing fo  neaf ,  we  fhould  have  maintained  our 
grouncj,  in  all  e^ftremides,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  fuperiori]^  of  numbers. 

In  crpffing  the  rivw,  I  had  nearly  Igft 
my  b^age,  and  thofe  in  the  batteaux  had 
a  very  narrow  cfcape ;  aboirf  the  center 
a  horfe  proving  very  unruly,  jumped  over, 
and  his  hind  legs  h\mg  upcxi  the  fid§ 
of  the  batteaux^  and  v/eyy  near  oYerfct  it? 

After 
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.After  we  had  croffed,  we  purchafed 
jRMrie  liquors  and  frefh  provifions  of  the 
inhabitants ;  this  purchafc  convinced  us 
jof  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  precious  ore, 
as  the  Americans  recdved  our  guineas 
with  mudh  cordiality,  and  gave  us  paper 
dollars  in  lieu,  at  the  rate  of  nine  for  a 
guinea.  Here  I  fhould  obferve  to  you, 
that  the  real  value  of  a  guinea  is  four  dol- 
lars and  two^thirds  of  a  dollar,  therefore, 
by  this  exchange,  we  got  nearly  double, 
which  Ihews  how  confiderable  the  diftinc- 
tion  ftill  is,  notwithftanding  their  great 
veneration  for  Independency  and  Congrefs, 
between  gold  and  paper. 

In  this  inftance  we  were  taught  a  leffon, 
^9t  diings,  however  trifling  o(  them- 
felvies,  are  fometimes  of  moment ;  had  we 
taken  a  view  of  the  reverie  of  our  fituation 
at  Ticonderoga,  we  Ihould  not  have  fo 
grertly  defpifcd  and  converted  to  all  man 
per  of  ufes,  the  many  reams  of  paper 
D*2  dollars 
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dollars  that  were  taken  at  that  place.— 
Myfelf,  among  many  other  young  foldiers, 
experienced  the  laugh  of  the  old  veterans, 
who  had  carefully  faved  feveral  quires,  in 
cafe  of  any  reverfe  of  fortune,  and  were 
procuring  all  manner  of  comforts  for  no- 
thing, while  we  were  parting  with  our 
guineas. 

,  I  am  forry  to  obferve,  the  reciprocal 
efteem  that  had  cxifted  among  all  ranks  of 
officers,  and  the  folace  and  comfort  they 
afforded  each  other,  during  our  trying 
lituation  at  Saratoga,  feemed  now  to  be 
done  away;  fome  were  fo  inattentive 
to  the  dignity  of  their  character,  as  to 
contend  for  the  de^voirs  attendant  on  fupe- 
rior  rank,  in  a  ftate  of  adverfity,  which, 
if  it  does  not  level  all  diftinftion,  fhould 
at  leaft  have  foftened  the  hauteur  of  com- 
ihand.  Conteft  ftiould  have  lain  dormant, 
and  emulation  been  confined  to  evincing 
the  politenefs  of  the  real  gentleman,  in  a 

fituation 
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fituation  where  a6ls  of  humanity  and 
friendfhip  ought  conftantly  to  have  con- 
fpired  to  infure  the  moft  perfeft  harmony. 

As  you  admire  frank  converfation,  I  in- 
dulged a  fhort  vein  of  refle6lion  on  the 
falfe  delicacy  of  afpiring  too  much ;  but 
we  did  .not  embarrafs  our  own  feelings  in 
dwelling  on  that  illiberal  conduft,  of 
which  the  officers  concerned  were  fo 
quickly  afhamed,  and  for  which,  by  the 
decency  and  decorum  of  their  future  be- 
haviour, they  made  ample  amends,  as  it 
would  therefore  have .  been  ungenerous  to 
harbour,  we  unanimoufly  fuppreffed  every 
idea  of  refentment. 

An  officer,  during  our  march,  had  flip- 
ped away,  unperceived,  from  the  main 
body,  too  fenfible  of  the  coynefi  of  that 
blind  goddefs.  Fortune,  he  only  requefled 
her  ladyfliip*s  aid  to  favour  an  innocent 
fraud  i  fhe  fmiled  propitious ;  for  having 
D  3  gone 
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gone  on  before^  and  firft  rcacl^ed  a  fmall 
village,  he  perfonated  General  Burgoyrie, 
and  with  fuch  an  air  of  confidence^  and 
confequence  too,  that  in  fpite  of  the  in- 
quifitivc  temper  of  the  Americans  (parti- 
cularly the  peafailts  •  of  New-England) 
their  fcruples  were  entirely  fetisfied,  and 
being  compleatly  outwitted,  thfey  affigiled 
him  the  beft  quarters.  Upon  our  arrival 
at  the  pldce,  after  complimenting  hifn 
with  his  ingenious  devic^  to  obtain  pre- 
fcrinent,  he.  relinquifhed  his  new  dignity 
yffith  a  good  grace,  and  received  us  drop-, 
ping  wet,  after  an  uncoipfortable  march, 
with  niuch  hofpitality. 

We  were  two  days  in  crofling  the  Green 
Mountaihsi  which  are  a  part  6f  the  6bain 
of  mountains  that  run  rfurough  Ifee  whelte 
Goritihent  of  America^  more  cofttmbnly 
known  by  the  name, of  die  Allegany  IVf^ttA- 
tains :  the  roads  acrofs  them  were  almoft 
iinpaffable^  and  to  ad4  to  the  dlffickHy^- 

?  '.^  when 


THROUGH    AMERICA*^  59 

S^h6n  we  had  got  hdf  over,  there  came  oii 
a  very  heavy  fall  of  fhow.  After  this,  it 
is  iihpoffibfe  to  dcfcribe  the  cohfufion  that 
unfiled  5  carts  breqkihg  down,  others  {lick- 
ing feft,  feme  Qverfetting,  horfcs  tumbling 
with  their  loads  of  baggage,  men  curling, 
women  fhrieking,  and  children  fqualling  J 
It  fhould  feem  that  I  w?is  to  encounter 
levery  unpleafant  duty  that  can  fall  to  the 
lot  of  an  officer,  for  this  very  4ay  I  had 
the  baggage  g\iardr;  exclufiv^  of  being 
covered  with  fnow,  and  riding  about  after 
the  bat-men,  to  keep  them  together,  and 
to  affift  each  other,  my  attentiort  was  di- 
re£led  to  a  fcene,  which  I  did  riot  think  it 
poflible  human  nature  could  have  fxij^^ 
ported,  for  in  the  midft  of  the  heavy  frtow^ 
ftonti,  upon  a  baggage-cart,  atid  nothing  to 
flielter  her  from  the  inclemency  of  the  wea? 
ther  but  a  bit  of  an  old  oil-cIotJi,  a  foMicr's 
wife  was^  delivered  of  a  child,  fhe  and  the 
infant  are  both  well,  and  ar6  now  at  tW^ 
D  4  pl^ce. 
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place.  It  may  be  faid,  that  women  who 
follow  a  camp  are  of  fuch  a  mafcu- 
line  nature,  they  are  able  to  bear  all 
hardfhips  j  this  woman  was  quite  the  re- 
verfe,  being  fmall,  and  of  a  very  delicate 
conftitution, 

After  we  had  paffed  the  mountains,  the 
firft  townfhip  we  came  to  was  Williamf- 
town,  where  we  foon  found  how  choice 
we  ought  to  be  of  our  gold,  as  the  far*- 
ther  we  proceeded,  we  found  it  of  greater 
value,  the  inhabitants  enquiring  if  we 
wanted  any  paper  money,  and  out-bidding 
each  other)  at  this  place  we  got  eighteen 
and  twenty  for  a  guinea.  It  was  rather 
remarkable,  though  they  depreciated  their 
Congrefs  money  in  one  way,  they  would 
not  in  another,  for  we  never  could  get 
them  to  take  our  hard  money  for  any 
article,  making  an  allowance  for  the  dif»- 
ference  of  exchange^ 

The 
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The  night  before  we  came  to  this 
town,  being  quartered  at  a  fmall  log-hut, 
I  was  convinced  in  how  innocent  a  view 
the  Ameiicans  look  upon  that  indelicate 
cuftom  they  call  bundling :  though  they 
have  renjarkable  good  feather  beds,  and 
are  extremely  neat  and  clean,  ftiU  I  pre- 
ferred my  hard  mattrafs,  as  being  ac-. 
cuftonjed  to  it;  this  evening,  however, 
owing  to  the  ba4nefs  of  the  roads,  and 
the  weaknefs  of  my  mare,  my  fervant 
bad  not  arrived  with  my  baggage,  at  the 
time  for  retiring  , to  reft;  there  being 
only  two  beds  in  the  houfe,  I  enquired 
which  I  was  to  fleep  in,  when  the  old 
woman  replied,  **  Mr,  Enfign,"  here  I 
flioujd  obferve  to  you,  that  the  New  Eng- 
land people  are  very  inquifitive  as  to  the 
rank  you  have  in  the  army ;  **  Mr.  Enfign,'^ 
fays  flie,  "  Our  Jonathan  and  I  will  fleep 
*'  in  this,  and  our  Jemima  and  you  (hall 
^  fleep  in  that."  I  was  much  aftoniflied 
;8t  fuch  a  proposal,  ^nd  offered  to  fit  up 

all 
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all  night,  when  Jonathan  immecfiatdy  re- 
plied, "  Oh,  la !  Mr.  Enftgh^  yon  Wbn't 
*•  be  the  firft  man  our  Jemhna  has  bhttdled 
**with,  will  it  Jemima?'*  when  littlti 
Jemima,  who,  by  the  bye,  was  a  very 
pretty  black-eyed  girt,  of  about  i6,  or  17^ 
archly  rcfUied,  "  Ncy,  Father,  by  many, 
«  but  it  Will  be  with  the  firft  Britamer,*' 
(the  name  they  give  to  Ehglifhmen.)  Iii 
this  dilemma,  what  could  I  do?— ^th6 
fmiling  invitation  of  pretty.  Jemima— thd 
eye,  the  lip,  the  >  Lord  ha*  mdrcy,  where 
jhh  I  going  to?— but  wherever  I  'may  \it 
going  ttr  now,  t  did  not  go  to  bundle  With 
lief— in  the  feme  room  with  her  father  ah'4 
mother,  my  kind  boji  znd' bojfifs  to6!-— ^1 
thought  of  that— I  thought  of  more  be- 
fides— to  ftruggle  with  the  palTions  of  na- 
ture; to  clafp  Jemima  in  mf  arms— ^to-^ 
do  what?  you'll  alk— why,to  do— nothing! 
for  if  amid  all  thefe  t<anptatic>hs,  thfe  lovely 
Jemima  had  melted  into  kindnefV,  fhe  had 
been  an  outgft  fr^m  thfe  ^drid--^treated 

with 
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with  contempt,  abufed  by  violence,  and 

left  perhaps  to  perifh !- No,  Jemima;  I 

could  have  endured  all  this  to  have  been 
bleffed  with  you,  but  it  was  too  vaft  a  fa- 

crifice,  when  you  was  to  be  vi6lim ! 

Suppofe  how  great  the  teft  of  virtue  muft 
be,  or  how  cold  the  American  conftitution, 
when  thiis  unaccountable  cuftom  is  in  hof- 
pitabiefepute,  and  perpetual  pra6lice. 

We  every  morning'  look  from  our  bar- 
racks to  the  mouth  of  Bofton  harbour, 
4ioping.  to  catch  a  look  of  the  fleet  of  tranf* 
ports  that  is  to  convfey  us  to  England,  to 
^hich  phic<?  I  now  turn  all  my  thoughts^ 
and  in  ci^eftationof  foon  enjoying  your 
friendihipl  perfonally,  |  remain^ 

Yours,  &c, 


JLET^ 
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LETTER        XLVI. 


Cambridge^  in  Ke*w  England^ 
Nov.  25, 1777. 


-MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

/^  N  our  march  to  this  place,  we  wen^ 
^^  fully  convinced  what  powerful  levies 
the  New  England  ftates  are  capable  of 
;furnifhing;  for  exclufive  of  thofe  that 
had  joined  Gates,  and  were  marched  to  the 
Ibuthward,  every  town  we  paffed  through 
was  railing  two  or  three  companies,  to 
join  General  Wafhington's  army. 

The  wants  and  miferies  of  the  inha- 
bitants in  general  are  inconceivable,  even 

to 
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to  the  conveniences  of  life,  yet  you  would 
be  furprized  with  what  chearfulnefs  they 
bend  to  them,  to  obtain  that  idol,  Inde^ 
fendency.  In  many  poor  habitations  they 
have  parted  with  one  of  their  blankets, 
where  they  had  only  two,  to  fupply  tfieir 
fbldiers,  aad  although  the  interior  part  of 
thefe  ftates  have  not  been  the  feat  of  war, 
yet  the  diftreflcs  of  the  inhabitants  are 
equally  as  great  as  if  it  had. 

They  have  in  this  province,  among 
many  other  military  inftitutions,  one  of 
a  lingular  nature,  that  of  minute-men,  fo 
n^ned,  as  they  are  in  conftant  readinefs 
at  the  firft  fummons  of  their  officers,  to 
march  at  a  minute's  warning;  they  ^e 
compofed  of  the  moft  aftive  and  expert 
of  the  militia,  and  as  an  encouragement 
to  hold  themfelves  always  prepared  to 
march,  they  are  promifed  never  to  go  out 
of  the  province,  but  only  to  oppofe  any 
enemy  ^hat  appears  either  upon  their  coafl: 

or 
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pr  frontiers.  Thefe  ftates  can,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days,  form  jn  army  of 
fooie  tljQijf^jds ;  their  con<iu£t  in  affem- 
Idling  at  the  &irmifli  at  Lexington  and 
CPRcori  and  annoying  the  King's  tro9p8 
in  ^ejr  return  to  Bofton,  ftiUy  juftiiies 
their  ^pellation. 

If  the  other  proyince^  enter  as  heartily 
into  the  caufe  of  rebellion,  I  am  afraid  w© 
fhall  find  it  a  very  difficult  talk  to  fubdue 
them  5  for,  exdufive  of  all  the  various 
modes  of  furnifhing  men  and  fupplies,  it 
is  in  thefe  provinces,  in  fome  meafure, 
become  a  religious  caufe,  in  which  the 
people  being  enthufiafts,  their  clergy  arti- 
fidly  increale  a  w?irlike  ipirit  ampng  their 
flpck. 

One  of  them,  in  my  hearing,  firmly 
afferted,  that  rewards  were  prepared  in 
Heaven  for  thofe  who  fell  in  the  prefent 
conteft,  endeavoring  to  impjrefs  them  with 

tin 


5Ln  idea  of  the  real  neceffity  of  thje  war^ 
as  the  defence  of  religious  liberty:  this 
was  a  moft  precious  and  prev^ling  argu-^ 
jfoent  to  delude  the  ignor^t ;  he  infinu^ 
^ted  thjat  the  Rom^n  Catholic  religioi^ 
was  to  bp  introdiKed,  artfully  mentioned 
th^  QgeheG-a£l,  and  after  pretendixig  that 
he  had  been  vifited  by  the  Supreme  Being 
in  vilipns,  aflbred  them  thbfe  only  would 
be  i^c^ted  in  Hpayen,  who  ftiould  feal 
their  lives  in  fo  righteo>:js  a  caufe  with  their 
blopd. 

Similar  dortSlrine  is  doubtlcfs  made  ufe  C3f 
by  their  clergy  in  general.  Stratagems, 
unde^  the  di^ifed  veil  of  fanflity  aud  re-^ 
ligion,  are  conftantly  formed  to  encreafe 
OUT;  mutu;al  animofities,  for  men  buoyed 
up  with  fuch  aflurances  of  Heaven,  will 
fight  to  defperation.  In  all  religious  con- 
tefts,  we  find  an  unexampled  bravery  that 
no  dangers  difconcert,  and  a  firm  conftancy 
tiiiat  no  force  can  wiiiiftaijd. 

In 
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In  our  way  hither  we  pafTed  through  a 
finall  neat  town,  called  Worcefter,  where 
I  met  accidentally  with  one  of  the  Com^ 
mttee-metty  who  was  upon  the  examination 
of  a  poor  fellow,  fent  from  our  army  to 
General  Clinton,  and  who  vely  impru- 
dently fwallowed  the  lilver  egg  that  con- 
tained the  meflage  to  the  General,  in  the 
prefence  of  thofe  who  took  him  prifoner : 
after  tormenting  the  poor  fellow  with 
emetics  and  purgatives  till  he  difcharged  it, 
they  immediately  hung  him  up.  The  egg 
was  opened,  and  the  paper  taken  out,  on 
which  was  written,  "  Nousy  voiciy  here  wc 
are,  nothing  between  us  but  Gates."  The 
Committee-men  ftared  at  each  other,  ob- 
fendng,  it  contained  no  intelligence  that 
could  be  of  fervice  s  one  of  them,  however, 
reflefted,  that  nous  y  voki  was  French,  and 
that  might  contain  a  good  deal.  None  of 
them  underftanding  a  word  of  that  lan- 
guage, they  fent  to  the  jail  for  a  poor  Ca- 
nadian, who  was  a  prifoner,  to  tranflate  it 

for 
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for  them' t  lie  informed  tiieni  k  meant 
b^e'wif  uret'hat  as-tliat'Was  in  EngUfli,' 
they.would  not  credit  it.  At  laft  one  very 
fagadoufly.  ob&rved,  that  it  certainly  was 
fome.private  mark,  or  correipondencfe  be- 
tween the  two  Generals,  and  as  none  tof 
them  had  much  military  knowledge,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  fend  it  to  General 
Walhingtoh,  who  certainly  would  undo*'^ 
ftand  it  better. 

As  wepaffed  from  thi$ town,  it  a  fmall 
village  there  were  afiembled  a  g;reat  con- 
cburfe  of  people  to  fee  ns  march,  who 
were  very  curious,  fome  lifting  up  their 
hands  and  praying  to  Heaven,  fome  ad- 
miring the  foldiers,  others  looking  with 
aftortifhmentj  but  among  the  croud  flood 
foremoft  an  old  woman,  vi^ho  appeared  to 
be  near  itii  hundred,  upon  whom  your  did 
frirad.  Lieutenant  McNeil,  of  the  9th  re- 
giment, thought  to  be  a  little  witty,  in 
which,  however,    he  was  fairly  WoJrftedr 

Vol.  II.  E  as 


pH'Jiya^  (Miei .  whenfhe  ^atficBx-te  fiiid  ta 
^C.  ^■'iSci>.!^it6ldfaali.ifQUJtai^iMae:im4Jl£ 
^:ihe  ^iimt:/i  but  ju^/g^eat  'arx^mfifa  ^e 
w^^ia^Mv]si^\t-,limsf:\  Irdesiexrvfum  '2 

»-pi»fNc>i)fatin^/ti6itlse(amfrs,rh^|;ijuft  i& 
obferve  to  you  the  etymology.crf tills:  tirm  * 
it  is  derived  from  a  Cherokee  word,  eankkcy 

«5»^etijC^,^aBkcs[flfgg)fe^li9vye4..^c^  tbc 
gififfln^  I  %^in9!t  -aiding:  t^SBi  jia.  ^  .Av«if 

:r.  ::  .1;       ill 


in  tbieie«fn|y,  e^jned  a$  w4rl^  m  the 
6ifen{vli«r'$  Maroh?r-it  is  the  lover- s  i^U^ 
thenwife's  l«Uaby,  After  our  rapid  Ibc-f 
cefePi\we.h!el4  the  Yankees  in  great  con- 
tei»|*  J  Ijuit  it  wa?  not  a  littl$  mortifying 
tq  h^ar  them  play  this  tune^  when  their 
army  marched  down  to  our  furreiid^r.. 

The  Icrvtrer  clafs  pf  the  New  Engl^nders 
are  iiB{)ertHiently  curious  and  inquifitive; 
at  a  houfe  where  Lord  Napier  ws^  quar^ 
tered,  with  other  officers,  a  number  of 
^e  inhabita;nts  flocked  to  fee  a  Lord,  iina- 
S^ning  he  muft  be  fomething  more  than 
man :  they  were  continually  looking  in  at 
the.  window,  and  peeping  at  the  room 
door;  fiiying,  I  wonder  which  is  the 
Lord!  at  hOi  four  women,  intimate 
friends  of  the  landlord,  got  into  the  room, 
when  one  of  them  with  a  twang,  peculiar 
to  the  New  Englanders  fmd,  "  I  hear  you 
^/  have  got  a  Lord  among  you,  pray  now 
^'  which  may  he  be  ?"  When  his  Lord- 
E  2  fbip. 
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Ihip,  who,  by  the  bye,  was  all  over  mire^ 
and  fcarcely  dry  from  the  heavy  rain  that 
had  fallen  during  the  day's  march,  whif- 
pered  your  friend  Kenunis,  of  the  9th  rd^- 
mcnt,  whofe  turn  for  wit  and  jocularity 
you  are  well  acquainted  with,  to  have  a 
little  mirth  with  them.  He  accordingly 
got  up,  and  pointing  to  his  Lordfhip,  in 
a  voice  and  manner  as  if  he  was  Herald  at 
Arms,  informed  them,  that  "  that  was 
"  the  Ri^ht  Hon.  Fancis  Lord  Napier,  of 
"  &c.  &c;  &c."  going  through  all  his 
Lordfhip*s  titles,  with  a  whole  catalogue  of 
additions :  after  he  had  finifhed,  the  wo- 
men looked  very  attentively  at  his  Lord- 
fhip, and  whilft  he  and  the  other  officers 
were  laughing  at  the  adroitnefs  of  Kem- 
mis,  the  women  got  up,  and  one  of  them 
lifting  up  her  hands  and  eyes  to  Heaven, 
with  great  aftonifhment,  exclaimed,  "Well, 
**  for  my  part,  if  that  be  a  Lord,  I  never 
**  defire  to  fee  any  other  Lord  but  the 

"Lord 
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«  Lord  Jehdv^V  and  inftaatly  left  the 


room. 


Wc  were  efcorted  on  our  march  by  the 
brigade  (^  a  General  Brickett-,  he  was 
very  civil,  and  crften  ufed  to  ride  by  the 
iide  of  the  oi^icers,  tp  eonverfe  with 
them.  ,  One  day,  as  he  was  jogging^along 
with,  our  friend  ij^fffi,  h^,  complained  to 
theGeneiral,  that  Jier  was  very  uiicomfort- 
atJe  in  J^ch  w;et  weather  and  bad  roads, 
for  want  of  a  pair  of  l?oot?,  and  that  t|iofe 
he  had,  withall^us  baggage,  were  taken 
in  a  batteam  j « when  the  General  faid,  he 
would  fell  him  thofe.he  had  on.  Sone 
was  rather  furprifed  at  the  offer  of  tlie 
Brigadier  General,  and  afked  him  how 
many  paper  dollars  he  would  take;  the 
General  told  him  he  would  only  part  with 
them  for  gold;  "wYttsi  Sone  offered  him  a 
guinea  for  them ;  the  General  inftaiitly 
gpt  off.  his  horfe,.  and  after  he  had  taken 
E  3  a  pair 
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apid^  oifflioes  out6f  hisXaddie-bag^  \krad 
proceeding  to  pull  off  his  boots;  '5^*1? 
told  him  there  was  no  fuch  hurry,  it 
would  d&  whert  they  atrived  at  Ac  end  of 
the  da}ffs  itiarch  t^  tie  replied,  lie  dfould 
not  be  long  in  piiUiftg  thwa  off^  and  he 
Kad  got  a  pair  of  country  bdots  tb  put  dn, 
which  aiB  pieceis  of  ddtli  folded  rbund  tH* 
leg,  aftd  tied  at  the  knee  and  ancie--^ 
Upon  being  requested  to  defet  it  tiH  w* 
gpt  into  quarteris,  he  mounted  hi^  h^£s^, 
ix)de  forwards,  Jdidon  our  lialt  diligently 
Searched  out  £ox  Soney  when  he  compleat- 
cd  his  bafgmn,  and  parted  with  his  boot». 
Bo  much  for  an  American  Brigadier-' 
'^enerdll 

Notwtthftanding  they  aiier .  difpleafed 
with'  our  Government,  they  are  itot  fb 
with  bur  guiheas,  and  altiwra^  they  are 
fighting  for  independency,  they  plaice  very 
little  dependtnce  upon  paper-mohejr^  for 

however 


fupportare  depreciating -Ift^iiMti  1  arti 
confident  that  the  majority  of  the  Ame- 
ricans are  ignorant  as  to  the  caufe  of  the 
conteft^odnjl  wkaf  arofe  from  the  faftious 
views  of  a  few  defigning  meri,  expreffing 
a  difpleafure  to  our  Government,  is  now 
converted  into  rancor  and  national  hatred. 
If  I  might  be  allowed  to  give  my  political 
opinion,  there  appears  to  me  nothing  fo 
clear,  as  that  the  true  intereft  ofi^merica 
is  to  live  in  perfe6t  harmony  with  Great- 
Britain,  for  it  is  evident  to  the  obfer- 
vation  of  every  one,  that  the  colonies 
reaped  great  advantages  when  the  union 
ftiftfiftid;  they  have  feverely  felt,  and 
at  this  moment  continue  to  feel,  the  bad 
effefls  of  being -at  variance. 

E  4  Tl^at 
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Thatthey  may  be  fttbdued;  and  an  iinioh 
formed  upon  the  moft.peamanei^  baits, 
for  the  interefl  of  both  countries,., w^l,  I 
dunk,  coincide  with  your  featimimtSy  a$ 
it  does  with  thofe  of 


Your's,  .&c. 


LET- 
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V  -■  :J./  .;  ■.  :  r.-:   ,  ■    •  -     ;  . 

£   E   T   T   E   R       XLVIL         ' 


Cambridge,  in  New  £ngUutdg 
Nov.  30/*  ^777» 


MY  DEAE  FRIEND, 

^TnttE  laft  town  we  left,  befo;'e  our 
•*  arrival  at  this  place,  was  Weftown, 
where  we  found  the  moft  eonvenient  inn 
of  any  on  the  road,  it  is  equal  to  moft  in 
England,  the  rooms  commodious,  provi- 
fions  good,  and  fervants  attentive  j  above 
all,  the  landlord  is  a  friend  to  our  Go- 
vernment, and  like  ^1  of  that  defcription, 
has  been  much  perfecuted.  He  was  not 
without  his  apprehenfions  of  being  fent  to 
pnfon  for  attentions  (hewn  to  the  officers 
'  who 
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who  ftopped  at  his  houfe,  which  was 
nothing  more  than  the  common  civility 
he  (hewed  to  all  his  guefts :  in  fhort,  he 
was  d^p^fd-  by  die  [Aiper^anf  a^  rank 
Tory. 

.Tl^e  ipirit  of  Whig  and  Tory  is  as  pre- 
dominaji$;in  ^^menca,  as  it  was  in  Eng- 
land fome  years  back}  perhaps  you  may 
not  have  troubled  yourfelf  as  to  the  unde 
derivatur  of  thefe  tWo  "v^drds,  '';fotf 'will 
therefore    pardon    my  explaining  them : 

,wiU)j|^  l?©ybers>j  wfeo:/aw)fedi.|%  ralf- 
%r§;/0lM*h6  irilh.JPrqt»ftBRt8>i  9^/.i^.> 
It  ^a^^frw§i=4s;4pi?liedr  ,to^  ^o^^fip^ 
hi|^^ijMf^.«f)th^  Chy*fish,t  -W^i^-M^A 
\yiimoy^!^9m&».  firft  ^Mftttedto'j^jcgjiju;^^ 
ti?y>ft»J4  deyd^ioil^ineet^pg,  ;\5ihQ|^  OK^n'SFi 
jiiiftf^.wW, if\fb^,.<)p,:whey^;p£  cft^^^Ofi^ 
four  milk.  { ,'  it .  ^¥|§  tffterwap^^j^df;  ta 
ti»ofe.w>«»  .W^  s^^f^'k^.^^-m  «^^#^ 

and 


and  jforiflib  Coort,  ih^thes  i-^l&^f  'Kl£^ 
WiHiatBistnd  King  Geor^ }  the  Axas^ma 


i.ii^ 


-  Onr^^h  from  ^¥ft4Wn  «^this<fikae 
^KAai  die  4iii^  ii)i|)M'Mt  ^'  atiyv'  M  it 

barrtfdjS  4n  Pr-o^a  IBll  Very  U«f  th  aife 
evemi:^,-  «^hiah  W^i-e^ilfbrtiihately  ik^^ 
«vatftcdn^ti0n  ihji|5*iablie'  for.'the  itc6J»* 
tfon  bf'trodps,  bem^'  ib'Ixiitldh  otrt  of  fe. 
pair,  Iha^  vv*  fuffbred'  i^ely  frbm  the 
ifecleiiieiicy  of  tke'i^reatherj  ^e  liairafeks 
were,  in  faft,  bare  of  everj^  thiiig^j  ±6 
wood,  and  a  prodigious  'fcarcity  of  fuel, 
ttifoiiitidi,  tlicai  we  were  obliged  to  tut 
idown  -die  r^tei-s'«f  iour  rotmft  to  ^(Mt- 
ftlves.-'"' '  "     •■••-■"••  •     -    ••  -•  -  •- 


L 


TlHj'm^od  6f  qmrtenng  was  dccBdi 
fudy-itkoAVeniertifrfiJi'o^^ers  m  arofcltti 
■not  twdve-  f(M«  T^tiar^,'  i)ciraiiffii^ 
denied  us  to  accomihddatt-oWtlei^*^^ 

rooms 
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rq0ms:*n;;tfu'stoiyiJ>tUl  General  Bur^ojrnc 
«adv^  iUMi  reprefcaited  otir'Xitoaticxa  to 
the  Council  at  gpftQn^.^lwnit'WSrfTCJba 
antly  granted.  We  laboured  under  many 
diftreff^^jand  difficulties }  6y?ty..rfpecics  of 
grovifiq^a  was  y^ify  dear,  ated  Jq*  ^d  to 
c«^  Itoirfortuney  cs>uld  hardly  be  prdcurcd 
£0f  fTfic^^y.  Yqn.donoi^  I  :beIieye>Jri 
Ei»g^Hd> ;  ran]^ .  milk  in  the  data^egde  ;^ 
luxuxiesii  yet  wej,  wr£: <>l)lig?d,. *wr;^/|v^;f 
to  ti;aY,erJ(e  a  deep  fnow  for  a  fulLmiJe,.  to 
get  a.,(n»all. quantity  .for  our.  bre^;^jQtSp 
as  our  fervant?  w^fc  ryot  permitted  tq.p^f 
the  sentinels 


TO 


It  was  underftood  at  the-  wConyentioi^, 
that  tt^  trqpps  were  to  be  ftationed  or^ 
Profpeft  and  Winter  Hills,  and  the  officers 
were  to  be  quartered  in  Bofton,  and  the 
neighbouring  towns,^  On  this  fupppfi- 
tion  fpme  of  the  qf^cers  had  pu/Jxed  for- 
ward ^nd  got  into  Bofl:par,  but. w^P  im- 
mediately ordered.  iQUt.  ^  ^  .  _^     -    r  j ^ 

At 


^HROUOli   amjetiicaJ  6f 

At  ^cibit,  die  ^army  is  cUfpdfed  o£  in 

the  Yollcmihg  manner  i  the  Englifli  4xtiop3 

upon  Prdfpeft  Hill;  juid  the  German  ipoa' 

Winter  HBU J'  the  officers  have  the totms 

» 

of  Cambridge, '  Myftic,  and  Wateriowii* 
to  quarter  thenifelves,  ind  a  parole  ^of 
afcout  ten  miles .  in  <:k:ciamference->'&iit  to. 
prefarye  order  and  regularity  am<>ng  the 
troops,  three  officers  of  each  rcgicneai^ 
conftantiy  refide  in  the  barracks,    -  • 

It  IS  no  little  mortificatien  that  !•  can- 
not vifit  Bofton,  for  it  is  the  fecorid  cily^ 
in  America,  and  the  grand  emporium  jf 
rebellkn ;  but  our  parole  excludes  us  from 
it :  what  makes  the  mortification  ftill 
greater  is,  that  we  can  go  as  far  as  the 
ferry  at  Charles-town,  and  are  debarred 
croffing  it* 

By  an  officer  who  has  joined  the  army 
from  Albany,  I  am  informed,  that  Lady 
Harriet   Ackland,  after  fhe  quitted  owr 

armv. 


at^jt  cxpmeac^gritart:  diffiiQ^iltifSr -before 
fjp^jmivtd  atthaS  city,  tJie  mgkx.'imi^ 
fi«f  94vflncfxi  b«for^ .  $hf  bpajt  r^achf d  the 
<wmyf*.0ut-pofts,  and  th^  cei^ijf I  woi^l4 
ijotlet.it  pjifSi  Bor  even  come  <m  fhpre, 
n«tv^!^lftan<^ng  ^e  Chaplain  thafe^com^ 
ps^ikK^  liter  plfefei:  th^i  flag  of  tni^e,  and 
peprelbnted  th^,  .ft%te  of  her  l^^^^flijip. 
TJ3«  ^«aird,  from  sppf^eniiojis  of  txeach- 
cry>  and  pun^ili^us  to  orders,  threaten- 
ed to  fire  into  the  boat  if  it  ftirred  be- 
for-c  day-light.  What  muft  have  been 
her  anxiety  and  fuffiaings,  wh^en  protract- 
ed for  feven  or  eight  hours,  without  cover- 
ing to  fhelter  from  the  incleraency  of  the 
night  air,  and  uncertain  what  her  huf- 
bqJVL's  fituatiou  might  be,  her  reflexions 
dujring  the  long,  dark,  cold  hours,  could 
not  imprefs  her  with  any  favorable  fenti- 
ments  of  the  treatment  fhe  was  to  expeft, 
frcwn  this  firfl  reception.  When  day-light 
i^ppeared  they  were  fuffered  to  land,  and 
cpftdu^ed  to  General  Gates,   who,  with 

that 


whki]aAt]re/i^.,9Bd)  9t;t«ntioR  b^  rank 

:.¥i!3icb:yx>titcac£hertl)3'ough  the  vuious 
tiylng-fcdnes -finfic  hqr  arriviaji  hi  AOerica, 
flict  ifim^  forth  :|a;  ex^Unple  of  letnals  ex-* 
ceflfeycaai '  ■  on  «xam|4d <^, patiesu^,  &&xv 
ing  and  fottitucte,  exhibiting  aixi^fiordliiii; 
{>i]£i»re  of  that  fpirit  of  enterpi:iji&  «nd<ii£-. 
tocfi»  ycm  meet  with  ul  romance,  ^ealizod^^ 
aodcooduclod  upon  that  dirdpUne  oHdatfi 
and  chaftenefs  of  prindple,  whkBii  ihcnald 
ever  be  attendant  on  connubial  love.  How 
little  thi^  female  fran»qcan:be  capable  "of 
&ippocti^'  -delicate  ;U>  a  degr^p^zs  hjars  ie^, 
Aich  «xtri;ii^  diftreC$  l-yet  0ieioaFed;iU3Ove 
i|;,  wd  forgot  the  weaknefs  of  the  woman 
inthc  fp^dnef?  of  tlie.wife.  !, 

We  have  had  feveral  difputes  mik  the 
Cpmwittee-njen,  relative  totrareljiaj  <m» 

Sunday, 
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Stinday,  in  time  d  fetvice ;  fomer  officers 
have  been  taken  upiand  confined,  which 
has  occalioned  the^  Gttierars  iiiterference* 
We  are  now  permitted  to  alfonMe  at  the 
barracks,  and  attend  reli^ous  duties.  The 
fele^  men  wifhed  to  be  as  rigid  with  lis  as 
with  the  inhabitants,  any  of  whom  that 
are  feen  in  the  ftreets,  duringr- divine 
fervice,  are  compelled  to  go  to  fome  place 
of  worfhip.  Whoever  fhall  be  canght 
carrying  a  bmidle  is  committed  to  prifon, 
for  the  ^irit  of  puritanifm  is  as  preyaldit 
now  in  thefe  ftates,  as  it  was  on  thek  firft- 
fettlement^ 

The  eilablifhed  religion  here^  as  in  all 
ti^c  other  provinces  of  New!-Ehglarid,  is 
that  of  the  Congregationalifts,  a  religion 
different  only  in  fome  trifling  artidles  to 
that  of  the  Preflbyterians ;  there  were  great 
numbers  of  other  perfualions,  particularly 
cjf  the  Church  of  England,  and  at  this 
^lace  there  is  a  church  erected  within  fight 

of 
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of  HayardCoU^e,:  the  femiiKrfy  of  tWe 
Coi^itgal^oaalifts ;  this  ^y^.  them  much 
offeiicevas  they-cohiideredit  a  fktal  ftcoke 
Icvelkdat.  thein  religion.  i.^Jpon  this  ac- 
cwat;-  jieforehoftiUiies  cooux^i^  they 
perferijted  thejudnifljerjf  who'wastfieRev. 
Dr.\Apthprpeit  how  Rentier  of  Croydon, 
obliged' him  to  reiign  his  cure  and  quit  the 
colony']  but  fince'the  war,  noit  only  thk 
churcb^  but.every.  one  over  the  province 
isihut.tkpV  nor. will  this  inhabitants,  fufi^ 
any  othi*  religioivlmfc  the:  Congre^tloh- 
altilstd'jthey .  werift  hap^y  to  feize  the  op*- 
portujsitjr  of  fupprefling  the  churfch  of 
England*;  as,  it  .vy:as  gswiing  grouifUi  very 
fai^, .and;  thfer^ore,, objefted  to  it  on ;  the 
ground  of  praying  for^  the  Kmg^afld.  Rpyal; 
Family.  Some  minifters  offered  to  omit 
thaj;  party  but  toleration  is  no,. part  of 
%i^i  c^e^-'c?^:  A^i^^P -^^ppy  ^  to/ei^ 
fa  favouifahle  an  occafion  to  crufli  it. 

,;^:  ■(-'>!.;■■.;.,      ■.  '■..  .  .'•■  ':  .  ■      .  -    ; 

.VoL.rll.       .,  ,.-.F.  Before 


.1 
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Eefofe  xhc  commeaceQieiit^f  the  ^nrar. 
Arts  asnd  Scle»ifiesi  were  making  gr^  pro-' 
^eis  ill'  thdc  Hates^  in  tl^fl  tcmro.  there 
is  )sreid;ed  Mt  Univerfffyi  the  &rft  eveif  rai&d 
ill  Amkm^i  k  is  <a  neafe  fmck  biiUdmg^r 
con«aii»ilg  three  baUa  for  the  dafies^ 
acTOom  for  natural  curiDfities,  aiiother 
jfbr  iiii^jximeitts^ of  aftemomy  andm^e- 
iBfltic^^  and  a  ^Mery^'wh^ire  formerly  was 
a  very/!«^liiabld  libraifyy/'b^  ^dien  this, 
plate  wjis  the  tfoadfii^iliiayteis  ^f  General 
Wai[hkjigi(3iiiy  the  itibraityi^^^  weU  aat^e- 
mftruin«n(^^iid  <<^tipri  semcles  Wei^.i^^ 
moved.  In  Whidi  ^^miepty  were  1&&  and 
more  Bam^^i^;}  IdhK^e  ^6t  remaib  of  the 
haifdfome  doUedioa  are  very  few ;-  fldjo&«- 
ihg  ta the coHege  i& aneat  chapeL         ^ 

*rhc  |»Mdttnt  of  iJiis  Univerfityi  is  a 
liifr.  Wiltairdi '  and  there  are  only  €  'fiiidli: 
nmnber  of  ftudents  at  prefcnt,  not  exceed- 
ing twenty,  the  youth  of  America  ftudying 
taSdeS  in  preference  to  the  more  eidi^^-^ 

ing 
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ing:  fciences.  This  yniverfity  has  been- 
founded  near  an  hundred  years,  and  altlio' 
it  is  jiot  on  a  perfect  plan,  has  produced  4 
number  of  men  of  genius.  It  was  much 
encouraged  in  its  infancy,  by  many  perfons 
9t  hoQi9^  particularly  a  Mr.  HoUis,  who 
founded  this  profefi^rfhip  for  the  mathe-* 
matics  and  natural  philofophy,  and  matiy 
other  beiiefadiions,  nearly  to  the  amount 
of  socpl.  Neither  the  profeffors  or  Un- 
dent^ fefide  in  tibe  Univerfity;  the  former 
live  4h  tlj^eir  ownjiouies^  apd  the  latter 
board  in  the  town*' 

The  town  of  Caip^idge  is  about  fix 
miles  from  Bofto^,  and  was  the  country 
refijdence  of  the  gentiy  of  that  cjty  j  there 
^re  9  ai^itibcp:  of  fine  houfes  in  it  going  to 
decayij  Ijplongkig  to  the  Loyalifts.  The 
town  lUfif):  hfiVe  been  extremely  pleafant, 
biit  its  beauty  is  mu^eh  defaced,  being  now 
only  an  ar&n^l  for  military  ftores,  and  you 
rpsL^fkf^^k  it  is  no  agreeable  circumftance^ 
F  2  every 
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6very  time  we  walk  cut,  to  be  reminded  o( 
our  fituation,  in  beholding  the  artillery 
and  ammunition  waggons  that  were  taken 
with  our  army. 

The  chara£!:er  of  tlietiilhabitants  cf  th?s 
prdviftce  is  improved  beyond  the  'defcrip- 
lion  that  bur  uncle  B-^  gave  us  of  them, 
when  he  quitted  this  country,  thirty  years 
a^o,  btit  Pftritahifm  iarid  a-fpirit  of  perfe- 
cution  axe  not  yet  totally  ^exfinguiflied. 
The  gentry  df  both  fexes  are  hofpitstble 
and  good-natured,  with  an  air  cff  civility 
in  their  behaviour,  but "  conftrained  by 
formality  aiid-prti^nefs;  even  the  wo- 
men, though  eafiifeefe  of  carriage  is  ^pe- 
culiarly charaCleriftit  to  their  iiatttJ:<e, 'ap- 
pear here  with  much'  ftifihcfs  and  refeSfVe: 
they  are  formed  by  fymmetry,  Iiaiidi5c*ne, 
and  hat:e  delicate  cbntpbxions  5  the  ftien 
are  taH^'tJiin,  diid  generally  long-vifag^^ 
Iboth  fexes  have  univerially,  and  even  pfo- 
verbially:,  bad  teeth,  whkh  ttitift  probably 

be 
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be  occafioned  by  their  eating  fo  much  mo- 
lafles,  making  ufe  of  it  at  all  meals,  and 
even  eating  it  with  greafy  pork. 

Converfmg  one  day  with  a  Virginia  offi- 
cer relative  to  the  cnriofity  of  the  New 
Englanders,  he  told  me,  that  finding  he 
never  could  procure  any  refrefliment  for 
Jidmfelf  or  horfe,  till  after  he  anfwered  all 
their  queftions,  and  they  had  compared 
them  with  their  information,  he  adopts 
ed  the  following  mode  to  avoid  their  in- 
quifitive  delays:  Whenever  he  travelled 
from  his  owo  province  to  Bollon,  and 
alighted  at  an  ordinary,  (the  name  given 
to  inns  in  America,  ^nd  fome  juftly  merit, 
that  title)  the  ipafter  or  niiftrefs,  and  other 
company  in  the  houfe  aflembled  at  the 
door,  and  he  began  in  this  manner,—* 
**  Worthy  people,  I  am  Mr,  ***,  of  Vir-^. 
^'  ginia,  by  trade  a  tobacco-planter,  and  a 
^'  bachelor,  have  fome  friends  at  Bollon, 
l^  whom  I  am  going  to  vifit,  my  flay  will  be 
F3  Ihort, 
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^*  fhort,  when  I  fhall  return  and  follow  my 
^*  bufmefs,  as  a  prudent  man  ought  to  do. 
"  This  is  all  I  know  of  myfelf,  and  all  I 
"  can  poflibly  inform  you.  I  have  no 
*•  news ;  and  now,  having  told  you  every 
"  thing,  have  compaffion  upon  me  and  my 
^*  horfe,  and  give  us  fome  refrefhment/* 

Intelligence  being  brought  me  that  fome 
fliips  are  feen  in  the  offing  of  Bofton  har- 
bour, I  am  haftening  to  Profpe6l-hill,  to  fee 
if  they  are  thofe  that  will  be  the  means  of 
conveying  me  to  the  fight  of  my  worthy 
friend,  and  that  they  may  be  is  the  wifti  of 

Yours^  &c^ 


LET-^ 
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Letter     xlviil 


Cmnbri4gi»  in  Niw  EtigUuuf, 
Dec.  9>  1777, 


UY  DEAR   F&I£NP> 


DEPRIVED  of  the  priviicge  to  vifit 
Bofton,  ftill  from  the  view  that  we 
have  of  it  from  our  barracks  on  Profpeft 
jHill,  1  am  enabled  to  give  you  a  defcription 
of  its  fituation  5  for  its  interior  parts^ 
police  and  government,  you  muft  be  re- 
ferred to  thofe  authors  who  have  defcrib* 
edthem. 

Bofton  is  (ituated  on   a  peninfula  of 

about  four  miles  in  length,  at  the  bottom 

F  4  of 
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of  the  h^y  of  Mafiachufett's,  which  reaches 
eight  or  ten  miles  within  land ;  the  open- 
ing of  the  bay  appears  to  be  flieltered  from 
the  iiiipetuofity  of  the  waves,  by .  a  num- 
ber of  rocks,  which  appear  above  water, 
and  by  feveral  iflands,  moft  of  which  are 
inhabited,  whofe  fituiation  is  fuch,  that  they 
will  not  admit  of  more  than  three  or  four 
Ihips  to  enter  at  the  fame  time. 

Nature  herfelf  too  feems  to  have  provid- 
ed for  the  fafety  of  the  city,  for  upon  this 
narrow  channel  there  is  an  ifland,  that, 
when  fortified,  no  (hip  canpafs  it:  this 
important  poft  wa$  entirely  neglefted 
till  the  end  of  the  laft  century,  when  3^ 
regular  citadel,  natoed  Fort  William,  was 
credted  oh  it,  defended  by  a  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon,  of  the  largcft  fize  and 
extremely  well  placed.  When  our  troops 
evacuated  Bofton,  they  demoliflied  the 
fortifications,  which  rendered  the  city 
liable  to  ah  attack  by  fe^^   therefore  the 

principal 
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principal  obje6t  of  the  New  Englandcrs 
was  to  put  Boflon  and  tlxis  iiland  in  fuch: 
a  ftate  of  defence,  as  to  prevent  its  falling 
again  into  our  pojQeflion;  and  fo  indefar- 
tigable  were  they  in  this  bufinefs,  that 
every  ablp-bodied  citizen  allotted  two  days 
in  a  week,  the  more  fpeedily  to  conclude 
it,  as  they  were  not  without  their  appre^ 
heniions,  that  when  the  fleet  and  army 
were  reinforced  they  would  return  s  what 
Mnpreffed  them  fo  ftrongly  with  this  i4«j 
was  the  demolitipn  of  the  works^*' 

About  a  league  from  this  iiland^  near 
the.  mouth  of  the  harbour,  there  \s  a  high 
light  houfe,  the  fignals  from  which  are 
perceiveable  at  Bofton,  where  there  are 
Ijeacons,  as  well  as  upon  mqft  of  the 
heights  along  the  coaft,  ^o  fprea4  the 
alarm  to  the  inland  countries  of  an  ene- 
my's approach.  Except  when  a  very  thick 
fog  prevails,  at  which  time  fome  fhips 
jnight  flip  in  amongfl:  the  iflands,   the 

town 
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^own  hai  always  five  or  fix  hours^  to  pr*-* 
pare  for  the  reception  of  an  enemy  ^  and 
ki  the  fpace  of  foiir-and-twenty  hoursj 
they  can  raife  feveral  thoufanda  of  militia. 
If  ever  a  fleet  of  ours  (hould  be  tikit  to 
pafe  Foil:  William,  it  would  be  effec- 
toaily  llopt  by  the  ftrong  batteries  the 
Americans  have  raifed,  both  to  the  north 
a»d  fcmth  of  the  town,  which  com- 
mand the  bay  entirely  i  the  harbour  ap- 
pears fb  Ipacious,  that  it  will  admit  of  fix 
or  feven  hundred  v^lFek  anchoring  Mdy 
and  commodioufly,  I  am  informed,  on 
tibat  fide  of  the  city  that  faces  the  harbour, 
there  is  a  very  magnificent  pier  which  ex^ 
tends  fb  far  into  the  fea,  as  to  admit  of 
fliips  unloading  their  cargoes,  without  the 
atfiiflance  of  fmall  craft,  from  whence  they 
are  dcpofited  Jn  warehoufes,  ranged  along 
tills  pier* 

Oppofite  to  the  northern  part  of  the 
pcninfula  on  which  Boflon  ihmds,  are  the 

remains 
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remains  of  Charles-town,  which  had  the 
lame  connexion  with  Bofton  as  the  Bo- 
rough has  with  the  city  of  London ;  the 
river  that  divides  the  two  is  not  much 
wider  than  the  Thames,  and  it  appears 
rather  lingular,  that  the  inhabitants  never 
erected  a  bridge,  as  it  would  have  greatly 
contributed  to  the  profperity  of  both,  e^- 
daily  as  it  was  the  dire£l  entrance  from 
the  inland  towns  into  Bofton,  Uidefs  you 
crofs  the  Ferry,  yoii  have  to  make  a  cir^ 
cu)t  of  feveral  miles,  over  fwamps  and 
xnorafTes,  fropi  this  place  to  Bofton,  which 
is  only  two  miles  in  ^  dire£):  line;  no 
doubt^  a«  th?  Aniericans  are  become  fo 
expert  iii  malging  bridges  acrols  rivers  of 
greater  width  than  this,  they  will,  when 
the  conteft  i»  ended,  ere6t  one;  for  what 
was  formerly  either  throi^gh  indolence  or 
individual  concerns  confidered  as  impofli- 
bilities  and  arduous  undertakings,  will 
now  be  thought  matters  eafily  accom- 
plifhed. 

Near 
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Near  to  the  remains  of  Charles-town  is 
that  famous  fpot  where  fo  much  blcx)d 
was  fpilt,  and  fo  many  brave  men  flain. 
Bunker's  Hilly  which  will  ever  be  a  me- 
mento to  Britiih  Commanders,  againft  at-* 
tacking  works  with  fuch  temerity,  with- 
out *  fiafficient  information  as  to  thdr 
conftruflion,  and  holding  an  enemy  in 
too  gceat  contempt;  but  in  tliis  inftance 
it  was  in  fome  meafure  unavoidable,  for 
had  the  Americans  fecured  that  poft, 
Bofton  would  hai^  been  untenable,  as  it 
is  a  high  ground  that  overlooks  and  conw 
mands  the  whole  town,  the  only  error 
that  appears  to  have  been  committed,  was 
at  firft  not  endeavouring  to  turn  their- 
flank  (which  proved  the  means  of  driv* 
ing  them  from  thdir  works)  inftead  of 
attackmg  them  in  the  front.  The  only 
motive  that  could  lead  to  the  mode  of  st^ 
tack  that  was  adopted,  muft  have  been 
upon  a  fuppofition  that  it  y^ras  impoffible, 
in  fuch  a  fmall  fpace  of  time,  to  erefk 
; "'.  any 
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inyworksi  but  what-  might  cafily  be  dc- 
moliihed  by  the  artilleryy  and  canfed  by 
ftoim:  Certainly  our  troops  were  much 
Minoyed  by  the  Americans  fronii  Charles* 
town;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Ge- 
neral's   unwillingnefs   to  deftroy  it,  the 
mettiy  might  eafily  have  been  diflodged, 
in  whidi    cafe,  the   weakriefs    of   thdr 
flank  would  have  been  difcovered,  and  fo 
many  lives  would  not  have  been  loft  in 
attacking  them ;  their  induftry,  diligence 
and'  filence  in   conftrufting   the   works, 
ijrhieh  confiftcd  of  a  fmall  redoubt  and 
feorig'  intrenchment,'  reaching  iiear  half 
a^  mile  •  down  to  the  river  Myftic,  is  incre- 
dible.    !  cannot  conceive  how  the  im- 
portance bi  this'  pbft  fhould  efcape  the 
vigilaMCeof  our  General,  as  the  fafety  of 
Bofton  defended  entirely  oh  our  having 
pofleflkai  bf  it.  '     V. 

'.  lihfe  l^ft  defcription  that  I  can  pofiibly 
give  you  as  to  the^  engaigfement,  is-^at  I 

-'■   'P—  gathered 
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gather^  from  Captam  Drew>  whom  I  met 
yfikh  ^:€cH:k,  who^  in  tibat  a£lk>n,  was 
wouskkd  in  ikvaai  parts  of  tihie  body ;  and> 
notwithftiiiiding  fcir^ely  recoycired  from 
his  wofinxis^  was  going  out  to  join  his 
Tmffm^Mr ,  He  acknowledged  himfelf  to 
luve  Q^er  been  wi4jnefs  to  fuch  a  fcene.of 
^va^^^^n^  flaugbteri  ai)4j  in  addition 
to  tjjfi  inteflaiit  r<63r  of  caimon,  difchargp 
el  mufqj*etry^  a|i4  the  groans  of  the 
>voj*B^d  andrdjyag,  th^re  were  great  ex- 
plof^ns  from  the  burning  of  the  toiPyi»^ 
fric^ -which  afe^pided  a  large  column  o^ 
bIai:dcimoke ;  in  £|^ort,  it  was  fuch  a  icemi 
as  cfuqiuot  be  (kfcribed,  nor  can  .?nj  on§ 
form  the  kafl{  idiefa  of  it,  bi;(t .thpfe .who 
were  jprefent.  Wliat  muft  -baty^  been  th^ 
^li9g5:*Qf  tl;^  <j€infffgfcv^nd.  t?Q^  in 
Boftc^  whp  were  fp^Sbators'pf  j^h^  iificad^ 
ful  carnage,  without  particip^ng)?.ThQ 
behaviour  of  the  Britifh  troops,  was  truly 
ch»cf^riiHc  of  that  v^pur  and  intri^i^ty 
tfeat  ,iS:al}ow^  by,^  nations.  |fet  tj» 
^    .;r  .  J  reception 
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i:9cef>tkM^'tke}r  met  with  &oaEi  thefe  en-> 
tarencbroen**!,  and  ihc;  Qiynecufiont  whict^ 
Vias  t|er{ible,,'M^$bs  fujEBc^e^.toftagger  ite 
I|>f av^  trpops  i-^fq?  fu^  half  an  hoar, 
1^  i|re  poured'  doiwi^.  ^P<>(v  t^e»  like:  a- 
fbream;  qi^ny  old  v^ef^$,;4^clar^  thait,, 
for  the  tjm^  itkftedy  ^  w>E$||he  hott^aad, 
moft  iiilpp^  engagiemeQt  ^ypvaa^Kssaxkn 
hered;  ;'■  :  •'•■  ■;.■  v-' 

..Wo  ^re  anxioufly  expe^lng  ^.^^fi&e^ 
a?:WC&t»atiQnis  not  mij  very  a?^pleaikot 
^^dflmg^QQS*  l^h  to  ofHcers  apd  j^U 
%sc.i,:.^  latter  €S  vfjikotfk  are  i^  ctimi- 
q^  iJibUii  with  the  Am9$:kaa  guai^„  whklk ; 
art  0nipofed  of  miUti^  who  i^  b^ac^; 
*»dejEYeiy  great  difcipUiac;  not  <wi^,'m^, 
fringe  thdr  orders,  which  perha|>«,.thejt  d») 
not  canprehend,  w  dfe  ufe  thdr  authority 
v&ey^tfr^  propwi  th^have  recnved 
oritenr  Slot  t6)  let  any  officer  paTs  yrhhOiitr 
has  Mi  arms^  and  as  many  of  them  left: 
tbQni>aggai)B  sn . Canada*  others  l(i]^  thcoa; 

with 
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with  tlieir  baggage,  during  thfecampaign^ 
Ais^  ignorant  people  will  not  Jet  any  one 
pifs  without '  a  fWordy  drawling  oiit,  *:*  I 
•^  "Iweai^  now  you  ihah't  pds,.becairfe  you 
^^  have  not  got  a  f^ord ;'  at  the  iaroe 
timt,-  fhipid  fools,  theymight  perceive  by 
our  cibaths  ahd  iSayonets  that  t^' were  of- 
fidei*7-'Mik:h.d!feri»tion  has  enffutd,  to 
remedy  which,  the  officers  had  paflports 
iigned  by  General  Heath;   but  this  did 
fH>t'^vm\/^  y^y  few<>f,the  centin^  €ould 
read*-    At  laft  it  was-ordiei^,  thit^^uiy 
officfcp^ho  wanted  to  pafs  cthe  c^Bttikele,  • 
w4s  to  g5' to  the' American  guard,  whei^thd* 
o^t^F fl^mld  ferid  ^-foldier  to '  pa&*  hiiiii'f ; 
this'dfd^fSet  altcigetheif.ftniedy  theie<(ril,'  a*. 
m^kfj^  the  officm  cbuld  not  -tuake  oob 

^0fp(m.l-^i'^^    .   '.  .  ^}  iijili  :,^tiii, 

When  I  defcribe  to  ^ou  tjie  'trbbpiyiyou- 
vritt^ not  fo  much  wonder  at  thiefe :«mbar^ 
raflincnts;  In  marching  the  party lo^idiief^I 
you.  Ixvill  fee  an;  pld  :anaii  of  fixtyy  (ind  a.* 

boy 


bo]^  of  fixteen ;  a  black  and  an  old  decre-^ 
pit  njan,  Uittping  by  his  fide>  maft  of 
tbcm  wear  great  bufhy  wigs;  in  fliorti 
they  Would  be  a  fuhje£t  for  tht  pindl  of" 
Hogarth  \  but^  egad,  they  are  ready  enough . 
in  pcefenting  their  pieces,  and  if  a  ibtdie^ 
comes  the  leaft  neat  tliem  they  kvel  at 
him,  and  fay,  ''  I  fwear  now,  if  you  at- ' 
tempt  to  pafe.  111  blaae  at  you/* 

thA  fbidiefs'  wive*  are  allowed  t6  pafs 

^e  centinelss  but  the  other  d^  a  mc^ft. 

ludicilods  circumftance  took  plade,  by  the 

oWtinacy  of  art  did  man  upon  giiard.    He 

would  not  permit  a  woman,  who  wis  a 

true  campaigner  to  go  beyond  him^  great 

altercation  erifued,  in  which  the  lady  dif* 

piaycd  much  of  the  Billihgfgate  oratory, 

when  the  old  man  was  {o  irritcited  as  ta 

pafent  his  firelock)  the  wonidn  imme-» 

diately  ran  up,    fnAtched  it  froiil  him, 

knocked  him  down,  and  ftr\ding  over  the 

proftrate  hero^  in  the  exultation  of  tri^ 

O  umph 
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timph,  profufely  befprinkled  him,  not  witfo ' 
Olympian  dew,  but  that  which  is  efteemed 
as  emollient  to  the  complexion — ^and  'faith,. 
fomfethittg  more  natural— nor  did  (he  quit 
her  poft,  till  a  £le  of  fturdy  ragamuffins 
marched  valiantly  to  his  relief,  difpoffeffed 
the  Amazon,  and  enabled  the  knight  of 
the  grifly  caxon  to  look  fierce,  and  jre- 
fhoulder  his  mufquet*       .  . 

The  WinteiT  is  now  fetting  iil,  and  as 
the  coajfting^of  the  tranfpdrts  from  Ney/* 
York  to  Bofton  is  attended  with  delay 
and  danger,  on  account  of  the  ftrong 
winds  that  blow  at  this  feafon  upon  the 
coaft.  General  Burgoyne  has  made  appli- 
.  cation  to  Cpngrefs  for  the  troops  to  march 
to  Providence,  and  to  wibark  at  Rhode 
Ifland. .  We  are  now  anxioufly  \^aiting 
for  an  anfwer ;  that  it  may  foon  arrive  is 
the  ardejilt  wifh  of 

Yours,.  &c. 


rn^ovGti  aM£rica;         83 


L  E   T   T   E   R       XLIX* 


Jan*  i^  1777. 


MV  DfeAft  PRlENfii 

IT  is  imppffible  to  defcribe  With  what  Hl 
dejefted  mind  I  fit  down  to  write,  as 
not  bftly  the  flattering  hopes  of  ftiortly 
feeing  my  friend  is  dohe  a\*^ay,  and  every 
profpeft  vanifhed,  biit  fome  yearS^  per-- 
h^ps,  may  elapfe,  before  the  termination 
of  this  unhappy  conteft. 

What  was  intended  as  an  accommoda- 
tion to  the  troops,  relative  to  their  em- 
barking at  .Rhode  Ifland,  has  proved  a  moft 
O  2  unfor- 
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unfortunate  circuriiftance  indeed  >  for  the 
Congrefs  have  not  only  denied  that  re- 
queft,  but  have  put  a  flop  to  any  embark- 
ation, till  the  convention  is  ratified  at 
home  by  the  King  and  Parliament;  an 
event  th^t  oasti  nev^  happen  j  as' it  Would 
be  allowing  the  authority  of  the  Gongrefs, 
and  the  independence  of  the  Americans  ♦ 
What  renders  our  fitiiaticm  mc«:e  diftref- 
fingis,  ^Kit  had  the  tranfports  come  found 
to  Bofton,  the  Council  would  have  con- 
iented  to  our  embarkatiw^r 

The  General's  requifition  to  Congrefi  h#sf 
created  fofpicions  in  their  minds  (and^  by 
the  bye^no  people  are  of  fucha  fufpicioug 
difppfition  as  the  Ame?icans>)  that  the 
meafure  propofed  was  merely  for  art  op-j 
portunity  of  joining  tJeneral  HovVe's 
army,  and  tliat  we  Ihould,  like  them- 
fclves,  be  bafe  enough  to  ev^ade  and  break 
the  articles  of  capitulation ;  after,  which 
we  wei'c  to  ad  in  conceit  with  that  army 

againft 
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2^nft  W^flia^on;  and,  in  f«pport  <>f 
their  fuipicipns^  or^  3t  kaft,  to  ^ved  co^ 
lour  to  them,  they  pretend  that  the  ydXkh 
lent  to  Rhode  Illand  were  infuificient  for 
tcajifporting.  tJAe  n'^j:\tfi  Eii»rop«!t  and 
that  it  Wfl«  impaflible  to  vjftual  the  fleet: 
jand  wmy  for  Tq  grpfft'  ft  n«ml»ri  in  fo 
ihort  a  fpaceof  timf.  This  idea  i^iuft  ^r\£^ 
from  the^reot  dii&toane&  in  all  Araerkw 
departments. 

General  jBurgoyne  having  nwde  <:om^ 
plaints  concerning  the  bad  accommoda- 
tion of  the  of^xrers,  which  was  not  agreer 
able  to  the  terras  of  convention,  the  Co;;- 
greis  have  conftrucd  .that  as  a  direfl: 
declar^ioji,  that  it  had  been  bix)ken  oa 
theif  parts  by  a  violation  of  its  conditions^ 
and  an .  indication^  that  we  confider  tl>c 
convention  as  diffolved ;  that,,  under 
th^ic  cireumftances,  when  out  of  :fhe  \U 
xni ts.  of  their  power,  and  at  large^  we 
ftiouki  njake  no  hefitation  in  acting  as  if 
G  3  yre 
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we  were  in  *b  degrefe  bound-by  a  capitu- 
lation that  we  had  difavowed' under  t^^ 
jftraint, 

The  Congrefs  have  likewlfe  paflTed  fome 
frivolous  refolutionsy  that  the  foidiers  had 
not  f^thfuUy  delivered  up  their  accoutre- 
ments, alluding  to  the  erofs  belts  and 
cartouch  boxes.  Any  one  the  leaft  con- 
verfant  in  military  affairs^  muft  know 
they  are  not  public  ftores,  but  private,  as 
being  always  fumifhed  by  the  Colonel 
of  the  regiment.  In  fhort,  the  Congreft 
were  happy  to  feize  any  circumftance,  as  a 
pretext  to  favor  their  proceedings,  and 
to  render  them  juftifiable  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world.  But  had  they  made  a  refer* 
cnce  to  General  Gates,  they  would  have 
ifound  what  little  dependence  was  to  be 
placed  as  to  that  accufation;  for,  when 
he  obferved  the  men  march  by  with  their 
j^ccoutremeints  on,  he  alked  Colonel  King- 
^m^  who  had  fettled  the  treaty—"  if  it 

L  wa§ 


-**  was  not  cuftomary,  on  field-days^  for 
.**  af  ms  and  accoutrements  to  go  toge^ 
^*  ther  ?'*  when  Colonel  Kingfton  replied, 
^  There  was  nothing  (kid  in  the  fionven^- 
**  tion  that  he  had  agreed  to  with  him, 
**  relating  to  accoutrements ;  and  that  he 
-f^  fovld  have,  no  right  to  any  tiling  i)ut 
t^^Tairhat  was  ftipwlated  in  the  treaty/'  To 
which  General  Gates  replied,  ^:You  are 
perfe6tly  right;"— and,  tumuag  to  fonw 
American  officers,  feid,  "  If  vire  meant  tP 
^^  have  had  them,  we  ought  to  Jiave  in- 
'*  fcrted  them  in  the  conyenjion*'-  Hence 
it  is  evident  Congrefe  wer^  ready  to  grafp 
at  any  pretence,  however  weak,  to  6vade 
the  terms  of  convenfdon  without  incurring 
the  charge  of  a  diredt  breach  of  faiths  • 

In  wdin  wjas  ey^ry  expoftulation  of  Ge- 
jieral  Burgoyne,  laato  the  fubftance  of  his 
letter,  which  conveyed  no  other  meaning 
ihan  complaint  of  improper  ufage,  and  a 
ioo  relaxe4  adherence  to  the  articles  of 
,.     .  G  4  capita- 
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eapitiliakktiiu  .  To  obviate  ail  farther  dif-^ 
-^cukies^  thfc  Geaqrs^  ami  09pers  figned 
4  parole,  and  were  wUliiig  tQ  fign  any  pa- 
■pOTj  ti»  «W)ie  fully  to  ratify  the  conven- 
tion, 

Congrtfi  Were  inexor^Cj  «»d  it  "Was; 
very  petc^iVable,  they  would  not  eafily 
tecede  £rt)m  a  oieafure  once  adc^ed  4  no 
A^xplan^tii^iA  of  fecurittes  coiild  produce 
■the  defired  etSefb  ypan  tkeir  detomina- 
tion^  *^hb  cati^Gt  of  Congrefs  upoA 
^t  exbttordinary  tr^fftftion,  is  tx-,. 
tmnetf  vififJie}  Aey  had  conceived  an 
i^  if  Quramiy  WCTcfuffered  to  return 
to  Europe^  it  W6uJtd  be  cafily  replaced 
inthfcfprittgj  Omer^d  Howe's  army  be- 
ing now  in  pofleflion  of  Philadelphia, 
Jerfey,  I^-ei?  Voik,  and  diber  commanding 
■liitiiatkMte,  and  GeneM  .Waihiogton  fo 
ck^ly  pi«ged  at  V^ley  Forge,  that  opon 
the  arrival  of  fuck  an  adtUtional  force,  it 
voQlifl  twm  die  icaie  of  war  agaixrft  tiiem  \ 
'  and, 


and  tiiat  the nekt  campaign  muft  end  in 
iJieir  fiiui  fQbjugatioii4 .  they  therefore 
fJioTe  to  facrifice  their  faith  and  reputa^ 
lioii,  laldukig^  an  infhnt  ftate,  by  an.  ad 
never  excufable.  This  ever  will  be  an  ob- 
loquy upon  America,  and  point  out  to 
othibr  power$3  what  little  dependence  is  to 
Ift  pbured  n^on  her  public  faith.    .  r 

Judge,  Mny  dear  iriend,  what  njuft  -be 
the  fiwaiing^  of  ev«y  oue,  and  how  tXr 
aiperated  we  muft  be^at  ,this  treatment! 
^s^hftveno  other  hopes  left  but  an  ex- 
timx^  foS'  piifoners,  which,  confidcring 
pur.jiuaiters,  will  be  fome  time  before 
die  whdle  cam  be  cffeftcd.  Our  fituation 
x\aw  faecomes  every  day  more '  and  *iore 
fQortif^ng^  for,  exclufive  of  the  infults 
wc  coaatiiuially  meet  ^ith  from  the  Ame- 
rica]! foldicry,  the  officers,  no  doubt,  fti- 
fnnlated  "by  this  refolvc  of  Congrcfs,. Oc- 
tave vswy  tauntingly,  and  Colonel  Henley, 
firljQ  conraiands  the  troops,  has  been  guilty 

of 


go  INTERIOR    TRAVEXS 

of  grot  CTv.tlty  txx  the  foldiers.  Thst  you 
mayfonn  an  idoar  asrto  thenatkural  fero^^ 
city  of  diipcrfition  in  this  man;  and  how 
deliberate  he  is  in  his  bafbarkies^:  I  ihall 
ftate  a  few  of  tiiem, 
•     -  •        '    f*- 

,  On.tfac  19th  of  laft  month,  he  went  up 
to  the  American  barracks  to  ireleafeibme 
cf  our  foldiers;  after  calling  over  their 
nSmies,  he  addr^cdihimfelf  to  a  corporal 
Reeves,  of  the  9th  raiment/  "  and  told 
♦•-  him  he  had  beai  confined  for  infuiting 
*•*  a  provincial  pffic^ar^!'  Reeves  made  an* 
iwer,  **:He  wasibrry  for  ity  thatlxe  was 
*^in  liqucMT,  and  would- not:  have  afiled 
**  fo,  had  he  knovm  himto  ha\f5e<bcen  an 
^  cfficer, and  wasready to a(k his pardoiu'' 
Colonel  Henley  faid,  "  By  God,  Sir,,  liad 
•^  you  fel:vedme-ft>yI-would  have  run  yon 
**  through  the  body,  and:l,belie:v«^iy0u  to 
•**  be  a  great  rafcali'^  Reeves  made  an^ 
."  fwer,  "  I  am  no  rafcal,  but  a  good  folr 
** 'dier,:  ariiS  my  officers  know  it/'. >  Cor 

lonpl 
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lonel  Henley  then  demanded  filence* 
Reeves  repeated  nearly  the  fame  words^ 
adding,  "  That  he  hoped  foon  to  cany 
^*  amis  under  General  Howe,  and  fight 
"  for  his  King  and  country."-  The  Coi- 
lond  then  replied,  *'  Damn  your  King 
^^  and  country,  when  you  had  arms,  you 
^*  were  willing  enough  to  lay  them 
**  down/'  Colonel  Henley  then  ordered 
iilence.  Reeves  repeating  nearly  the  iame 
word«»  the  Colwiel  ordered  one  of  the 
guard  to  run  him  through  fbf  a  icoundrd  * 
the  men  of  the  guard  not  obeying  his  or- 
ders, he  difmounted  £rom  his  horfe,  and 
iei^iiig  a  firelock  with  a  fixed  bayonet 
irom  one  of  the  guard,  dabbed  Corporal 
Reeves  in  the  left  breaft,  and  whilft  he 
liad  the  bayonet  at  hia  bofom,  the'Golond. 
4old  lum,  ^^  If  he  faid  another  wordy  lie 
.«  would  have  it  through  his  bodj:'^ 
lleeves  then  told  him  **  He  did  not  care^ 
f^  he  would  ftand  by  King  and  his  country, 
{[  till  hedied ."  Colonel  Henjey  then  made 

a  fecond 
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a  fecond  dart  at  him  witt^  the  firdpck  9a4 
&iE6d  bayonet,  which  two  of  ^e  other 
fHriibners  threw  up^  and  it  paiTed  over 
Reeves's  ihoukter;  at,  the  iams  tu»£one 
of  the  men  faid  to  Cok>ael  Henley,  '<  That 
'*  the  man  was  his  prisoner,  that  he  had 
*'  better  not  take  hifi  Jtife,  as  hecojulddo 
.^*  with  hm  :^s  wkh  th&  cither  men  who 
■*  we»?e  in  )ms  cuftody ."  Colonel  Heftley 
1^360.  irttumed  the  iirelock,  and  ordejc^ 
him  bftcjt  ifltp  the  g^Jurdr.^oQm,  difi»ii&«g 
the  reft  jfef:  the  priiiwo^f 

'  On  the  Sth  ioAaM^  as  fome^ldkr; 
tnrere  IbcSdng  at  4  party  of  A^erioaB.^ 
Where  Colond  H^Mey  wf^  pr^ient^.  hi^ 
or^tied  the  lbVlier£i  to  glo  pff  .^4  /cl$$f 
tiae  .parade.  Xhe^ibldiefs  tiiriied  Abo^f; 
amd.  iwBwt  off  wi^.  as  they  cpwld ;.  tbj? 
croiid  bem^;  g]t«t>.and  the  road  very  <djfty^ 
C^^ond  Heiifey  turned  about,  ^d.  jSdr 
draffim^  the  itHdiors^  faid,  *^  Damn  you', 
*'  I'll  make  you  make  more.hailej"  and 

running 
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running  up  to  a  corpcwral  HacQey,  pushed 
kts  fwQfd  in  fais  left  fide  and  bent  it :  he 
.then  turned  about  and  wient  to  the  right 
of  his  party,  fbaig^ning^  his  fword  afi 
he  went  along^-^  pretty  example  this 
from  a  commandmg^  officer  to  thofe  under 
his  command. 

Do  not  be  forprieed  after  this,  if  yoii 
ihouid  hear  of  a  general  nurf&cre  of  alt 
tlie  Brttifh  troops !  But  what  more  fully 
Hainps  the  charE6Ver  of  this  moil  iait^ 
fttinary  man,  and  his  ferocious  difpoii* 
tion^  is  a  xnoft  unaccoi^ntable  jexpreflioii^ 
h6  mad(^  to  fome  ibldiers*  without  any 
provocation.  :    , 

Oar  paflcs  are  renewable  every  moafh^ 
for  which  purpofe  the  Quarter-mafter- 
ierjean^  of  the  difibrent  r^^ents  attend 
at  tbe=  American  Deputy  Adjutant*Gene- 
lal's  officii  on  the  i6th  c^  laft  month,  as 
the  fexjeants  attended  at  the  office^  to  apr. 

ply 
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ply  for  pafles,  Serjeant  Fleming,"  of  the 
47th  regiment,  not  being  acquainted  witht 
Colonel  ilenley,  took  him  for  Colonel 
Keith,  the  Deputy  A^tant^General,  fa- 
luted  him  cap  in  hand,  and  was  going  to 
addrefs  him,  when  Colonel  Henley  ex- 
tended his  arm  towards  him,  with  his 
fift  clenched,  and  faid,  "  You  rafcals.  Til 
^  make  damnation  fly  out  of  ye ;  for  I 
^*  will  myfelf,  one  of  thefe  nights,  go  the 
"pounds,  and  if  I  hear  the  leafl:  word,  or 
"  noife  in  your  barracks.  111  pour  fhot 
^*  amongft  jou,  and  make  flames  of  Hell 
V  jump  out  of  ye,  and  turn  your  barracks 
"infide  out;  declaring,  if  he  was  a  cen- 
"  tinel,  and  any  Britifh  foldiers  looked 
"  fulky  at  him^  he  would  blow  their 
"brains  outl" 

Such  glaring  conduft  could  not  efcape 
the  notice  of  General  Burgoyne,  who  ap- 
plied to  General  Heath  for  redrefe/  and 
heinftituted  a  Court  of  Enquiry,  to  invef- 

i  tigatfc 
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^gate  the  grounds  of  compl^t,  and  re<* 
ported,  it  would  be  for  the  honor  of  Co!*' 
Henley,  as  wdOl  as  foi*  the  fatisfa£tion  of 
an  mterefted,  that  the  judgment  of  a' 
Court-martial  fhould  be  taken  on  lus  con* 
du£t,  during  his  command. at  Cambridge«- 
which  Court-martial  is  to  fit  to-morrow. 

The  wither  has  been  very  feverc  <rf 
late,  and  there  has  been  great  falls  of  ihow^- 
but  now  it  is  more  pleafant  and  (erene; 
the  north  winds  blow  very  (harp,  the  fnow 
is  about  two  or  three  feet  thick  on  tl»c 
ground,  and  the  inhabitants,  inftead  of 
carioling,  like  the  Canadians,  have  large 
ildghs,  that  wU  contain  ten  or  twelve 
perfons,  which  are  drawn  by  two,  an^ 
jfom^imes  four  horfes,  but  parties  of 
young  folks  are  more  accuftomed  to  go  a 
froliddng.  As  this  is  a  Angular  cuftom, 
I  fhall  defcribe  it  to  you. 

On-- 


•  Whenl^mDoais  favbrahkr^  ahustibdr 
€d  young  men  asxd  womeh^  to  theaoiount 
gf  thirty  or' forty^  fet  off  in  ilei^s,  about 
feveti:  o'clock  in  the;  evenings'  trf  join  fome 
othor  party,  perhaps  at  the  difkance  o£ 
ejgnhtesen  or  twenty  m^}cs/:;vsd3firc  they  dance 
and  caroiife-  tilt  dky^ight,  vrhea  they  rec- 
tum and  follow  their  common  avocations^ 
^  if  they  had  refted  all  night  >  k  is  not 
i^icoolrhoiLy  ail  hour  or  Pir&  afiter  day-* 
light,  to  he  atrakcd  with  the  firiging  and 
noife  thifey  make,  and  by  the  niimbef  ofT 
h^Usaffiited  tx>'the  horfe^,  oa  l3ic  retom 
of .  fbme  of  thdfe  parties.  Sihgular  fitu- 
atioii5  and  manners  are  prodoftive  of  fin- 
gular  cuftoms.  In  Ei^land,  this  would 
be  efteemed  ^tremely  imprudent,  and  at- 
lende^  with  dangerous  conftquences ;  but, 
after  what  I  have  related  refpe6ting  hndi'- 
ifjf,  I  need  not  fey,  in  hoW  innuoccnt  at 
view  th^s  is  looked  upon.  Apropos,  as 
to  that  Cuftdm,  along  the  fea  coaft,  by 
•[Continual  intercourfc  among  Europeans  5 

it 
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it  is  in  fome  meafure  abolilhed  s  but  they 
ftill  retain  one  fometliing  fimilar,  which  is 
ttrmtd  tarrying. 

When  a  young  mall  is  enamoured  of 
a  woman,  arid  wifhes  to  marry  her,  he  pro- 
pofes  the  affair  to  her  parents,  (without 
whofe  Gonfent  no  marriage,  in  this  colony, 
can  take  place)  if  they  have  no  obje6lion, 
he  is  allowed  to  tar^ry  with  her  one  night, 
in  order  to  make  his  court*     At  the  ufual 
time,  the  old  couple  retire  to  bed,  leaving 
the  young  ones  to  fettle  matters  as  they 
can,  who,  having  fat  up  as  long  as  they 
think  proper,  get  into  bed  together  alfo, 
but  without  putting  off  their  under  gar- 
ments, to  prevent  fcandaL     If  the  parties 
agree,  it  is  all  very  well,  the  banns  are 
publifhed,  and  they  married  without  de- 
lay ;  if  not,  they  part,  and  pofTibly  never 
fee  each  other  again,  unlefs,  which  is  an 
accident   that  feldom  happens,   the  for- 
faken  fair  proves  pregnant,  in  which  caH^ 

H  the 
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the  man,  unlefe  he  abfconds,  is  obliged 
to  marry  her,  oa  pain  of  excommunica.- 
tion. 

The  ignorance  of  the  American  officers 
and  foldiers,  and  the  fcrupulous  punc- 
tuality to  their  orders,  which  one  half  of 
them  have  not  iinderftanding  to  compre- 
hend, nuift  occafioA  confufion  and  trou- 
ble. I-  have  hitherto  endeavoured  to 
avoid  having  any  altercation  with  them  y 
but  tht  other  evening  I  had  the  pleafure 
of  being  condu6bed  to  the  guai'd-houfe^ 
though  not  withoijt  company,  among 
whom  was  Lord  Balcarras,  Major  Maf- 
ter,  of  our  regiment,  and  Ma^or  England^ 
of  the  47  regiment. 

We  were  returning,  about  nine  o'clock, 
from-  Profpe6t-hill,  to  our  quarters  in 
Cambridge^  and  about  a  mile  from  the 
barradis,  were  ftopt  by  apatrole^  who, 
dthough  we  fhewed  our  paffcs  and  our 

fide- 
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fide^rms,  would  not  let  us  proceed^  but 
faid,  he  had  orders  to  take  every  Britifh 
officer  or  foldier  up  after  dark.  His 
Lordihip  then  informed  hinii  "^that  he 
was  fure  no  fuch  orders  had  beea  ^iven  ;" 
but  the  Corporal  faid,  "  he  received  thofe 
^^  orders  from  his  paptairi ;  and  that  we 
**  mull  inarth  to  the  guard-houfe**''  Ac- 
cordingly we  were  efcortedj  though  a  very 
cold  piercing  nightj  back  to  the  barracks. 
When  we  arrived  at  the  guard,  Ihis  Lord- 
ihip remonftrated  with  the  Captain^  who 
faid,  "  He  believed  he  had  fuch  orders, 
^^  but  he  was  not  certain ;  howeverj  as  we 
**  were  brought  prifoners,  we  muft  re-^ 
"  main  till  next  morning."  His  Lordfhip 
then.defired  him  to  fend  to  Colonel  Ger-* 
rifh,  at  Cambridge,  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, which  he  refufed.  After  much  alter- 
cation and  fome  perfuafion,  rather  than 
pafs  the  cold  night  without  any  covering, 
in  their  bleak  guard-houfe,  he  was  pre-- 
vailed  upon  to  let  us  proceed  to  our 
H  2  quarters. 
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quarters,  upon  our  figning  a  parole  to 
return  the  next  morning  at  eight  o'clock ; 
the  next  day,  when  we  went  to  the  guards 
houfe,  they  flocked  round  us  with  the 
fame  eager  curiofity  to  fee  his  Lordfhip, 
as  they  did  to  fee  Lord  Napier;  we  re- 
mained at  the  guard  till  it  was  relieved, 
when  the  Captaih  that  came  to  relieve 
would  not  take  charge  of  us,  nor  the 
other  difcharge  usj  therefore,  when  the 
old  guard  was  gone,  his  Lordfliipi  afked 
the  Captain  "  Whofe  prifoners  we  were  ?" 
he  replied,  "  None  of  mine,  and  I  defire 
y6u  will  go  all  of  you  about  your  bufi- 
nefs."  We  went  accordingly.  Complaint 
being  made  by  General  Philips  to  their 
Commanding  Officer,  all  the  anfwer  he 
received  was,  that  he  fuppofcd  it  was 
fome  ignorant  Captain,  who  had  made 
a  .oiiilake.  Thus  you  fee  we  are  the  fport 
of  thefe  fools.  What  a  footing  military 
difcipline  is  on  in  the  United  States ! 

I  could 
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I  could  not  fo  freely  have  communi- 
cated my  fentiments,  had  I  not  an  oppor- 
tunity to  fend  this  by  an  officer  going  to 
New- York,  from  which  place  he  returns 
to  Europe,  who  will  deliver  it  to  you,  and 
at  the  fame  time  inform  you  that  he  left, 
in  good  health,  but  very  low  fpirits, 


Yours,  &c; 


H  3  LET. 


tot  INTHIIJOR  JfJiAVEl,* 


L^^E.'t  "t  ,|:  "?;.;  .   L,, 


Cambridge i  in  Ihw  England^ 
Feb.  28,  1708. 


MY   DEAR   FRIEND^ 

OU  R  attention  has  of  late  been  en- 
gVbffed  with  the  trial  of  Colonel 
Henley-  As  the  whole  proceedings  would 
be  tirefome,  I  ftiall  only  juft  give  you  the 
fubftance  of  General  Burgoyne*s  opening 
that  prpfecutipn,  his  reply,  and  the  Judge 
Advocate's,  with  the  extraordinary  opiniori 
of  the  Court,  after  the  enormous  crimes 
were  fully  fubftantiated,  upon  oath; 
when  ill  -  treatment^  mifconduft,  and 
fruelfy,Vere  indifpiltably  proved,  by  fuch 

refpeftable 
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i*efpeftable  witneffes  as  Colonel  Anftnj^ 
ther.  Colonel  Lind,  Major  Forfter,  Lieu- 
tenant Valiancy,  Lieutenant  Bibby,  and 
other  officers.  ^But  as  giving  you  only 
the  heads,  of  his  fpeech^s,  would  take  from 
±he  energy  and  beauty  qf  the  Gencrars 
language,  I  fhall  relate  it  verbatim,  as 
taken  in  fhort-hand. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Cowrt,  General 
jBnrgoyne  took  notice  of.  a  diftiwStion  her 
tween  the  charge,  as  ftated  in  his  letter, 
^nd  General  Heath^s  order.  In  the  letter, 
the  genqr^  tenor;  of  Colonel  Henley's 
J^guage  and*\cQndujSV,  encouraging  his 
jnferiQrs,  and  feemingly  calculated  to  exv- 
i:ite,th6m  to  bloody  pw^rpofes,  yias  only 
Jftated  ag  a:i3^tter  of  fu^icious  belief  ^ 
feafoniog  upoq.  this  principle,  it  was 
jnos?  caadid.  tp.  fuppofe^  of 

lilch  evils,  than  a  general,  yoliintary,  bad 
jdifpofition  an^ong  the  American  troops; 
that  th?  dire6l  matfief  o^  charge,  which  the 

General 
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General  pledged  himfelf  formally  and  offici- 
ally to  fupport,  was  contained  in  the  words 
"  behaviour,  criminal  as  an  officer,  and 
"  unbecoming  a  man,  of  the  moft  inde- 
**  cent,  violent,  vindi6tive  feverity  againft 
"  unarmed  men,  and  of  intentional  mur- 
^'der;'  • 

General  Burgoyne  made  this  obferva- 
tion,  as  a  fecurity  againft  any  cenfure  of 
inconfiftency  on  his  part,  for  not  going  at 
Jarge  into  matters  of  inferior  moment,  as 
to  the  general  tenor  of  language  and  con- 
duftof  CoL  Henley,  declaring  he  (hpuld 
confine  his  evidence  to  tranfadions  of  the 
19th  of  December,  and  the  8th  of  January, 
except  in  cafes  where  the  behaviour  of 
Colonel  Henley,  at  other  times,  ferved  to 
elucidate  the  principles  and  defigns  upon 
which  he  a6led  upon  thofe  particular  days. 
After  making  this  obfervation,  as  to  the 
jdiftin6tion  in  the  charge,  the  General 
opened  the  profecution. 

^^  Mr. 
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*^  Mr.  Prefident^  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
*^  Court, 


I  prefent  myfelf  as  profecutor  before 
you,  in  charges  of  a  heinous  nature 
^^  againil  Colonel  Henley ; — and,  before 
**  I  proceed  to  adduce  the  evidence  in  fup- 
**  port  of  them,  I  think  it.  a  duty  to  my 
**  ftation,  and  a  part  of  propriety  towards 
*^  the  Court,  tp  declare  the  principles  upon 
^'  winch  I  ?i6t. 


If  the  reports  in  my  hand,  and  which 
will  prefently  be  brought  to  teft  upon 
**  oath,  do  not  deceive  me,  public  faith 
^^  has  been  fhaken,  wanton  barbarities 
*'  have  been  committed,  and  a  general 
**  maffacre  of  the  troops  under  my  cgre, 
apparently  threatened.  In  pbje^s  of 
this  magnitude,  where  not  only  the 
*^  rights  of  afmgle  nation,  but  the  inte^ 
[^  reft?  of  human  nature  are  concerned,  the 

"  condu6l 


cc 
c< 
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**  condu6t  of  the  profecution  falls  naturally 
^*  (however  difegrceable  the  offtce^  and 
"  unequal  the  talents  of  the  perfon)  tohim 
"  who  has  tl).e  fupreme  truft  upon  the 
f'fpot. 


"  A  fecond  inducertient  to  appear  here, 
is  that  of  private  honor.  I  have  un- 
dertaken to  accufe  Colonel  Henley, 
^*  in  ai  degree  that  ought  to  affeft  the  feel- 
^^  ings  of  a  fbljdier  n^earer  than  Jifet  It  is 
'*  fit  I  ftand  forth,  in  perfon,  to  mamtaiA 
^'  my  accufation,  and  if  it  fails  in  point  of 
*^  proolF,  to  make  him  the  fiflleft  aton??- 
P  ment  in  my  pbwer^  '1 


<c 


^^  I  acknowledge^a  third  impulfibn  Hpoii 
^ttiy  mind,  equal ty  irrefifl:it)le^-^gratl- 
.*^  tad^  efleem-^arfel  afFe(aion  to  thtt  mdri- 
^'tdrious,  refpeftiable  part  of  my  country, 
•*  thd  brav€  ^d  honeft  Britilh  foldiep— 
^a'|)iivate  mart,  defencelefs,  becaufe  un- 
^•iri^,  igftdf&fit  6lf  your  laws,  tinqua- 
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f^^ed-tp  make- good  his  caiife  in  a  court 
^  6f  jirffce,  ^and  who  has  not  to  Ipok  for 
^  I*c4tfcft  of  injuiy  t6'  his  own  officers^— 
^TW>ri&ft  Jamitbo  fdfilh  to  rtfigntoany 
^lH*ath'er  officer  the  pride  and  gratifica- 
f^  tion  of  ftan^ng  in  the  front,  for  the 
^^fericc  of  men,  faithful  comrades  of 
^Vhcmor  and  misfortune,— —who  have 
^fought  bravely  under  my  orders,  who 
^*  havt  bkd  in  my  pi'efence,  and  whb  are 
f^  now  expofed  to  oppreffion  and  perfecu-- 
^  tion;  hy  the  atsiife  of  a  treaty  figned  by 
^myliand. 

^'  Thus  much  T  thou^t  ptbper  to  pfe- 
*'  mife,  left  any  man  Ihould  fuppofe  me 
^'^  adtilated  by  fo  mean  and  paltry  a  mo- 
^^liv'ib^  '^  viiidifliye  .perfonal  refentmentj^ 
^  agkihft  a  gehtleman  too,  o^  Whom,  be;- 
^*  fore  thefe  tr^fa6tions,  I  cotilcjlgiow  hq 
f*  li&Hh,  and  towards  whomo^  if  J  had  ahj; 
?•'  prejudice^  I  lerioully  declare  it  was,  from 
f^  his  general  deportment,  a  prejudice  of 

"  favor— 
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"  favor — ^perfonal  refentment  ? — ^No,  goW 
**  tlemeni  I  ftand  upon  broader  and  Gxifta 
"  ground — ^the  ground  of  natural  rights, 
"  perfonal  proteiStion  and  public  honor,—* 
"  and  I  appeal  to  the ,  great  principles  and 
"  land  marks  by  which  human  focieties 
"  hold  and  are  direfled,  and  which,  whe- 
"  ther  In  fituations  of  amity  or  hoftility^ 
"  are  efteemed  equally  facred  by  the  uni** 
"  verfal  concurrence  of  civilized  man.    ■  -^ 

"  And. this  leads  me  to  a  momentary  re:^ 
•'  fle6lion  upon  the  order  under  wliich. 
•*  you  fit,  originating  from  the  report  of 
l^  the  Court  of  Enquiry. 

"  It  ftates— Tto  tbf  Court,  after  mature, 
confideration,  are  of  opinion,  that  from  tftf, 
evidence  offered  on  the  fide  of  General  Bur^ 
goyne  againfi  Colonel  Htnley,  it  ivillbemofi, 
for  the  honor  of  Colonel  Henlev,  as. 
well  as  for,  the  fatisfaSlion  of  all  interefied^ 
that  the  judgment  of  a  Court  Martial  Jho^^ 


€% 
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**  be  taken  oh  bis  conduB^  during  bis  command 
**  at  Cambridge.  Hhe  General  approving  the 
*^  opinion  of  the  Court y  orders ^  &c. 

**  I  confefs,  I  expeded  General  Heath 
^*  would  have  joined  iflue  with  the  profe- 
*'  cutor,  in  this  inftance,  and  placed  the 
**  Court-martial  upon  a  more  enlarged 
*^  bafis  than  the  honor  of  an  individual, 
**  however  refpeftable  he  may  be,  or  the 
*'  fatisfa6lion  of  the  complainants. — But 
*^  be  it  as  it  may,  my  purpofe  is  anfwered, 
**  a  Court-martial  is  obtained,  the  mem- 
*'  bers  are  fworn,  and  they  are  bound  to 
"  decide." 

"  I  know  you  will  feel  with  me  the 
.  **  difference  between  this  and  common 
"  courts ;  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  minutes  as 
.?*  would  fumce  for  your  internal  convic- 
^*  tion,  after  hearing  the  evidence,  or  as 
"  would  be  merely  explanatory  to  the  per- 
*^  fon  who  is  to  confirm  the  fentence,  will 

**not 
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**  not  be  thought  fufiicient  here;  .^oti 
/*  well  know  the  whole  of  this  matted  will 
"  be  publifhed,  tranfUted,  confideried  and 
"  commented  upon  by  every  nation  in  the 
•*  world :— not  cmly  reality^  but  perfpicuity 
»•  of  juftice  muft  appear  upon  tfee  face  oi 
•*  the  proceedings.  You  are  trufteefi  fof 
•*  the  honor  of  an  infant  State,  and  f  herie-» 
"  fore  evafion,  fubterfuge  and  law-craff  * 
(an  allufion  to  the  Judge  Advocate  TudoTj 
who  is  a  lawyer  at  Bofton)  "  w^re  any 
"  man  hardy  enough  to  offer  fueh  at 
"  your  tribunal,  would  be  of  no  avail  5 
**  nay,  were  it  poflible  any  member  could 
"  be  warped  unintentionally  by  perfonal 
^'  favor,  or  prejudice  of  civil  conteft  (good 
"  minds  are  fometimes  prone  to  fuch  illu- 
"(ions)  yet  here  a  moment's  refleftion. 
*'  upon  the  reputation  of  his  country, 
"  would  retrieve  his-reafon,  and  what  his 
"prejudice  would  incline  him  to  adopt, 
<*  policy  would  prompt  him  to  rejeft." 

^'  Upon 
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^^  UjKm  the  full  confidence,  therefore, 
"  of  the  neceflary,  as  well  as  willing  * 
"  juftice  of  the  court,  I  fhall  proceed 
*'  to  call  the  evidence,  I  have  neither  in- 
"  clinroon  or  powers  to  heighten  the 
"  fafts  by  a  previous  narrative;  let  them 
^^  ftrike  the  view  as  truth  ftiall  fhew  them 
"  in  all  the  fimplicity  of  their  horrors— a 
^*  monftrous  fpeftacle,  from  whfch  the 
"  mind  and  eye  will  turn  afide  with  de-^ 
"  teftation/' 

H»e  a  variety  of  evidence  fully  proved 
the  accufation  of  the  crimes  I  mentioned 
in  my  laft,  befides  various  others  which 
you  vrill  perceive-  commented  on,  when 
the  General  clofed  the  charge. 

After  a  full  examination  of  the  evidence 
in  fupport  of  the  profecution,  the  Judge 
Advocate  made  an  objeftion  to  the  General 
making  any  obfervations  on  it,  arguing, 
that  if  he  was  permitted,  it  muft  be  upon 

the 
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the  principle  of  indulgence,  not  of  right  $ 
and  after  fome  little  altercation  between 
the  Judge  Advocate  and  the  General,  the 
Court  acquiefced,  when  General  Burgoyne 
proceeded  as  follows : 

**  Mr.  Prefident  and  Gentlemen  (f  the 
''  Court;' 

*S  It  being  now  admitted,  that  in  clofing 
*'  the  evidence  I   may  offer   fuch   argu- 
**  ments  as  to  me  ftiall  feem  proper,  ixu 
•^  fupport  of  the  charge,  and  referving  to 
"  myfelf  a  claim  of  replying  to  the  dc- 
"  fence,  I  fhall  enter  upon  the  firft  part 
"  of  the    very  painful,    though    by  no 
"  means    difficult    undertaking — ^painful, 
"  becaufe  I  cannot   purfue  the  offender 
"  without  fetting  that  offender  in  points 
"  of  view,  at  which  every  benignant  mind 
*^  muft  fliudder — eafy  in  every  other  re- 
^'  fpe6l  is  the  talk,  becaufe  I  will  venture 
"  to  pronounce  the  evidence,   when  ar- 
"  ranged  and  adjufled,    will  amount  to 

"fuch  . 


^^  fuch  a  mafs  of  proof  as  cannot  :bejoiver-» 
"  thrown,  and  will  authorize  and  call  fpr  • 
*^  the  ftrongeft  terms   I  can  ufe,    in  my 
"demand  of  public  juftice.     And,  Geo-* 
*^  tlemen,  let  me  be  .pemvttted  to  ^flume* 
*'.to  myfelf  applaufe  rather  than  blamci- 
*^  that  .the  evidence  has  not  been  laid  be-r 
"  fore  you  in  a  regular  feries ;  the  reafon 
*^  was,  that  though  affured  by  tlie  reports. 
*'  made  to  me,  that  the  evidence  would  - 
*'  produce  conviction  upon  tlie  whole,   I 
**  was  ignorant  how. the  teftimony  of  the 
"  particular  witnelfes  would  apply,  and . 
"  point  to  the  progefTion  of  the  charges, 
*<  becaufe  I  had  no  previous  intercourfe 
"  with  them.     I  declare  upon  my  folemn 
^^  word  and  honor,  that  I  had  no  con- 
"  cern  or  communication,  direclly  or  in- 
"  dire6lly,    with    any  non-commiffioned 
"  officer  or  foldier  who  has  appeared  at 
**  your  bar,  one  only  excepted,  viz.  Ser- 
**  jeant  Fleming,  of  the  47th  regiment, 
•'  who  has  depofedto  the  falutaticn  Co-^ 
I  **lonel 


-^   le^iAi!:.  ^»s5r   ;  -ific  ^j:^r  irrr  tt  :*5-  3! 
"^  -fie  rrsiK  :r  jm 


*^/j»'.f'r,  */>  ti/»^  re^i/'/ii  r/f  fjifprcioii  and 
*^  'fj/' r  fv/n,  ^f^oiri/*'  th^*,  rtipjx>f;rion  of  un- 
*'  //ri;  jyr>i/ti({s ,  —  f  U;;V./;;>  had  a  Icrupk 
*^/f<  t/M/tiii;;  my  o//;j  mind  with  too 
"  )h*>ly  prt'jiMli  Ifioris   in  a  caufc,  wliere,* 

*'  with 
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•*  with  the  folemn  matter  of  a  public  na- 
•*  ture,  is  involved  the  fate  of  a  geiitle- 
*•  man,  high  in  his  military  ftation,  and 
**  to  judge  by  the  apparent  ligns  of  good 
*•  wilhes  on  this  day,  high  in  popular 
**  efteem. 

"  Thus  unprejudiced  I  came  into  Court. 
*•  I  fcorn  to  take  the  (lighter  matters  that 
•*  might  be  comprehended  in  the  general 
**  words  of  the  charge,  fudi  as  perfonal 
•*  incivility  to  the  officers,  expreffions  and 
**  aftions  of  pceviflanefs,  haughtinefs  and 
*'  difguft.  I  mean  not  to  prefs,  that  they 
♦*  exifted,  or  if  they  did,  I  am  defirous  that 
**  they  ftiould  pafs  as  faults  of  temper  and 
*'  deficiencies  of  manners^  incident  to 
**  man's  nature,  education,  and  habitual 
•*  courfe  of  life;  and  I  fhall  confine  my 
**  comments^  as  it  is  my  duty  to  do,  to  the 
**  toftimonies  of  your  minutes,  and  the  cir* 
^^  cumftances  relating  to  them. 

I  2  ^*  Without 
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"  Without  departing  from  this  princi- 
"  pie,  it  will  be  neceffaiy  to  take  a  general 
*'.  view  oF  the  ftatc  of  things,  previous  to  the 
."  date  of  tl^  grievances  complained  of. — 
*'  We  arrived  at  Can>bridge,  paffengcrs 
•'  tliroughyour  country,  under  the  fanftion. 
*'  of  a  truce — in  whatever  capacity  we  had 
*^  been  found  in  a  foreign,  and  as  you  intend, 
**  an  independent  ftate,  we  were  entitled 
*'  to  a.perfonal  protection,  by  the  general 
**  and  nioft  facred  laws  of  cullora  and 
**  reafon  ;  but  when,  to  the  promulgated 
"  law  of  civihzation,  are  added,  the  un- 
"  written  principles, — or  written  only 
*'  upon  the  hearts  of  generous  people, — 
>'  honor,  rcfpcct  for  tlic  brave,  the  hofpita- 
'*'  ble  wilhcs  that  ufually  prefs  to  the  rc- 
^*  lief  of  the  unfoitunate,  the  ftranger; 
^*  and  the  defencclcTs  man  in  your  power, 
**  how  win  our  claims  multiply  upon  the 
**  -mind  i^-*-  Sanguine  imaginations .  x:on- 
''  ceived  yet  further  motives  for  kindnefs- ; 
*'  there  werc.amoiig  us  men  fo  vain  as  to 
*      •:^""'  ''  ..  ^  ♦'  believe' 
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**  believe,  that  notwithftanding  the  fepa- 
**  ration  between  us,  the  different  duties 
*'  we  now  maintained,  the  prejudices  of 
"  political  zeal,  and  the  animofity  of  civil 
"  war— yet  ftiil  the  conflift  over,  it  niight 
*^  be  remembered  we  once  were,  brothers, 
*'  and  the  more  efpecially,  as  it  was  im- 
"  poflible,  by  the  convention  of  Saratoga, 
*'  that  the  generality  of  us  fhpuld.ever  op- 
*'  pofe  America  in  arms  again. 

"  We  were  led  into  thefe  delufive  hopes 
**  by  the  vei7  honorable  treatment  fhewn 
*^  ;us  by  General  Gates,  by  tb^t  we  re- 
*'  ceived  from  you,  Mr.  Prefident,-=-(Wha 
"was  a  Brigadier  General  Glover)  when 
"  you  conduced  us  upon  the  march,  and 
•'  by  that  we  afterwards  foun(i  from  the 
**  worthy  member  of  the  Courf  ne^  you, 
'*  (a  Colonel  L^e)  who  had  the  imme- 
**  diate  conjmand  in  this  diftriit  upon  our 
•*  aiTival,    4nd  Xq   \xhom>  moft  happily 

I  3  '  "  foi^ 
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^  for  US,    the  comrnand  is  now  again 
"  devolved/' 


**  The  firft  lymptom  we  difcovered  of 
^  any  tincandid  defign,  Was  the  mode 
^^  eftabliflicd  for  correfting  errors  and  dif- 
^*  turbarices  in  the  troops  of  convention ; 
**  men  were  taken  iip,  imprifoned  and 
♦•  otherwife  punifhed  by  the  American 
•'  troops,  without  any  prior  reference  4:o 
♦*  their  own  officers.  I  very  well  know  with 
**  how  pmch  flight  and  fevere  derifion  my 
•*  fentiments  have  beeii  treated  on  this 
«^fubj?a,  btjt  I  ftill  infift,  that  after  tak- 
♦^  ing  up  men  for  faults,  to  have  applied 
♦*  to  the  officers  of  the  convention  troops, 
^  in  the  firft  inftance,  for  their  punifli^ 
^  ment,  vyrould  have  been  confonant  to 
**  every  principle  of  decorum  and  good 
^*  policy,  not  meaning  to  deny,  that  upon 
^  any  proof  of  partiality  or  connivance, 
♦*  or  undue  lenity,  Jt  then  became  a  pro- 
*^  per  and  indifpenfible  duty  pf  General 

^'  Heath, 


^*  Heath,  to  take  the  diftributio^  of  ju£dcc 
*'  iRto  his  own  hands." 

"  The  contrary  maxiin  having  been 
**  efiabliihed,  Jet  us  examine,  in^oint  of 
**  time,  though  the  laft  in  the  proceed- 
**  ings,  that  burft  of  independency,  fcur- 
**  rility  and  impipty,  from  CplpJie]  Henley 
"  to  tlie  Quaxter-mafter  Serjeant?  at  the 
*' Acyutant-GeneraVs  .Office.  It  is  nqt 
"  witjiopt  difficulty.  I  can  frame  my 
^VpjQUth  to  readihe  word?,  as:  they  were 
*'  delivered  upon  oath>  by  that  very  rq- 
**  fpeftable  witnefs,  5eijeant  Fleming,— 
**  TTou  irafcah^  &c.  Ill  make  damnation  fly 
*^  out  of^  you^  and  I  mil  myfelf  one  of  ibefe 
**  nights  go  the  rounds^  find  if  I  hear  tl^e 
^*  leaft  word  or  noife  in  your  barracks y  Til 
.**  pour  fl^t  amongft  you^  and  make  flames  of 
^^  Hell  jump  out  of  jie^  and  turn  your  J>ar^ 
^  racks  infide  xmtr 

I4  ''  The 
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"'  ^'  TheCotlrt  will  remember,  that  when 
"this  evidence  was  given,  it  rather* ex- 
*'  cited  laughter  in  fome  part  of  the  au? 

^^*  dience',  than  any  Iferious  condemnation ; 

^*  this  day  it  Icems  to  m^e  a  very  dif- 

'^^  fefent  impreflion-- — ^the  minds  of  all 

*'  around  follow  me  while  I  contend,  that 

^*  expreflloris  fo  wild,  fo  unfit,  fo  unpre- 

^'  cedeiited,   from  thfe  mouth  of  a  Gentle- 

"if'  I  J  * 

'^*  man,^  VgVf?  the  Wpll  horrid   paffions 

^*  boiling  in  the  breafb- — the  y6ry  dnthu-r 

''  fiafifi  of  rage  and  mafe?:--r--r^^.iykny 

*^  rnan  to  divert  liimfelF  of  that  idea-    it 

*'  will  attend  the  rnind  through  the  Whole 

*'  courfe  of  the  proceedings,   and  caft  a 

**  fhocking   glare  over  every  fulJfe^ent 

.  ^^  tranfa£lion,  of  fote-thought  intention, 

i'  ahd  bloody  refolution,*' 

**It^is  very  material  to  obferve,  that 
f *  this  demojiftration  of  Colonel  Henley *s 
f*  mind  was  on  or  about  the  i6th  of 
?^  December,  and  ir  viras  no  longer  than 

^'tiU 
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**  till  •  the  X9th,  before  he  confirmed  by 
*'  ah  overt-a6i,  the  principles  he  had 
^^profeffed." 

*^  The'  ilahbing  of  Corporal  .Reeves  is 
^^  proved  by  the.  evidence  of^  Corporal 
•^  Buchanan,  Alexander  Thomfon,  and 
**  Robert  Steel. 

^*  I  Ihail  quote  indifcriminately  from 
**  the  teftimony  of  thefe  witneffeSr  bec^ufc 

•  ^*  though  *c»ie  may  recolleft  a  feW  (hdit 
'  ^^  paikges  or  ward^  more  thari^  another, 

*  "  thel-tf4^  not  a  (hadovsTof  contradiftiort, 
^*  and^  am  confident,  there  never  was  an 

•^^  irtJ^ailce  where  tirUtJi^  was'  laid  before 
^^  a<3ourt  bytmited  eyidehce;  more  per- 


*♦  It  liag  been  fwora,  ^^ypfatMihamrrn- 

<*  ing   of  ihe'^  i^b   ofWicemBcr^  ^Cdml 

^^  Henley yoent  to  the  farmcks^  ;f)rt:'PrcfpeB 

I**  jSi'/f;  m  rckafe  fikn^'BritijhfM^^       ndbo 

%      *'  "were 
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*^  were  prifin^rsx  tiaf  i^fijiHg  fara^dj^mi 
*>  be  readf  over  Akff^  (fi^es,  iond  earning  to 
•*  Reeves^  told  bim  be  was  ccnjSned'Jfir^ift-- 
^^  fulting  a  Provincial  Officer.  Reeves  made 
•*  anfwcKy  Lbe  was  Jorry  for  it ;  thait  'i)e  ^as 
**  inMquory  and  woudd-  not  have  /i9ed  J^, 
*'  had  beJtnown  bim  to  ba^e  been.  anXiffiderT 

**  I  paufe  here  to  apply  to  the  feelings 
«^*  of  the  Courts  whether  ft  hkwr  decent, 
•^propv  and  iati^a£t(M7  exfiufcr  )eb 
**  toftv^heen  jcocLceiv^d— what  4id  it4raw 
:*  frioift  the  Golood  X^rrr'^  Had  it  hem  tne 
,*^ you fervedjoj  I wiidd iJoave, run pu. tlmnt^b 
if^^  tbe  body,  you  r/^/^^z//.^  .fjContinuethp-e^ni- 
p^riibn  between  t^  jjinguage  pf.  tlnspo* 
lonel-giid  thfeCpri)Qra):-T-'' iS/r,  Ifimno 
^^  rafcal^  but  a  good  foldier^' and.  fny/i^ers 
**  ib^^w  it  5  tf«^  7  bopefoon  to  be  with  General 
*^  Si^^jtmdJi^btfpr\my^King  andmntry:* 
Whilt  4id  riiis  pro^ce  from  the  Colonei  ? 
^^'Pdmnr-pur  King  and  Country^  and  an 
**  or4cr  to  the  guard  tp  run  him  thpowgh 

*^th» 
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*•  the  body — -not  a  hand  nor  a  heart  could 
**  be  found  for  the  butchery.  TiijC  Colonel, 
**  enraged  at  the  vktuous  difobedience  of 
♦*  his  men,  leaps  from  his  horfe,  feizes  a 
**  firelock  with  a  fixed  bayonet,  and  ftrlkes 
•*  at  tfie  man's  heart.  I  call  upon  tht 
•*  Gentleman  of  a  learned  profeflTion  near 
**  me,  to  inform  the  Court,  when  he 
^  fums  up  the  -evidence  at  the  clofe  of  the 
**  trial,  whether  this  a6t  wouU  liot  con- 
^*  conftitute  malice  propenfe  in  law.  I 
^*  mean,  that  admitting,  for  the  fake^  of 
**  argument,  that  there  had  been  luch 
^*  provocation  given,  as  would  have  jufti- 
**  fied  a  man  having  an  ofFcnlive  weapon 
•*  to  miake  ufe  of  it  inftantly,  whichwould 
**  have  been  only  manflaughter,  .whetihier 
•*  the  intermediate  aft  of  difmouhting  a 
♦*  horfe,  and  taking  a  firelock  from  die 
•*  other,  implying  time  for  recoUeftioni 
**  would  not  have  conftituted  the  aft' of 
•*  wilful  murder,  had  the  tnan  died.  Cori- 
**  iider  now.  Gentlemen,  what  followed  : 

''  the 
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*' the  brave  Corpdral, ;  in  the  hiftant  ex^ 
**  peftation  that  bis  words  would  coft 
•'  him  his  life,  perfevered,  "  Idont  care^  I 
^*  will  Ji and  by  my  King  and  nty  Country  till 
*^  /  die  r  The  a6lion  would  have  charnv- 
*'  ed.a.brave  man ;,  it  would  h^v^^.^een  a 
*'  fpell  upon  hisi;Hrfli,  and  kept  the  ftroke 
**  fufpended  beygnd  the  *  power  of  witch- 
*^  craft — wjiat  effeft  h^d  it  upom  the  Co- 
*'  lonel  ?:  To  prpvofee  ^  ^oondilajb,^  which 
*•  wa3  onjy  diverged  \s^  .the.  intervention  of 
^^  the  mgji  ne^t  him,  who  caught  hold  of 
^^  the  bayonet  andtljirew  it;up/', - ;  .  - ' 


Gentlemen,  when  I  fay  the  p^rfever^ 
ance  of  the  CorppraJ  ought  rather  tQ 
**  have  pleafed  than  provoked,  I  fpeak 
**  not  vaguely  cj  romantically-=-rI  feel 
**  copfcious  proof  gf  the  trpth,  and  whea 
*^:I;Coniider  tl\e.aftions  of  a-Wi^fhing-r 
^*  ton— 7W;hcn  I  raeet  jn  the  field  a  G^tes* 
."an,  Arnold,  a. General  GJover,  and  fee 
**  them,  bravely  facing  death,  in  fupport 
....  ..    '  .    v  .  -    ^. ^^ 
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*^  of  their  principles — though  I  would 
**  fhed  my  laft  blood  upon  a  different  coji- 
,^*viftion,  I  cannot  withhold  from  the 
^*  enemy  the  refpe£l  due  to  the  foldier, 
•*  arid  the  immediate  conflifl  over,  he 
''  robs  me  of  my  anger,  and  feizes  my 
f  *  good  will. 

**  Gentlemen,  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  examination  upon  this  fact,  many 
queftions  have  been  afked  by  the  pri- 
foner,  by  the  Judge  Advocate,  and  by 
"  the  Court,  refpe<5ling  the  appearance  of 
?*  the  prifoner's  temper.  Was  he  not  in 
**  a  mild  mood?— Did  he  not  feem  good 

^*  humored  ? Mild    murder Good 

^*  humored   murder- are   phrafes,    I 

V  fancy,  will  not  coftvpy  any  clear  mean- 
•*  irig,  till  men  change  their,  ideas  of  that 
**  crime  !  \  We  hear,  it  is  true,  fometimes, 
*^  as  a  fort  of  proverb,  to  mark  the  utmofb 
**  malignity  and  treachery  of  a  man  fmil- 
**  ing  in  your  face  wl\ile  he  cuts  your 
......  •*  throat; 
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**  throat  >  but,  I  believe,  fuch  fmiles  werts 
**  never  produced  as  excufes  or  extenua- 
•*  tion  of  guilt-  Thefe  qucftions,  there- 
<*  fore,  as  I  conceive,  can  have  no  ten- 
**  dency  but  to  infinuate,  that  Colonel 
•*  Henley's  paffion  was  entirely  raifbi  by 
**  the  immediate  provocation  he  received. 
**  I  am  ready  to  join  iffue  upon  this  argu- 
^^  ment,  and  if  the  gentlemen  will  reft  his 
^  caufe  upon  it,  I  will  rdinquifh  the 
*•  proof  eftablifhed  of  Reeves's  decency 
**  and.conliftency,  and  give  him  latituiie 
*^  for  all  the  provocation,  he  can  fuppofe, 
•*  fiiort  of  perfonal  affault,  and  the  ne- 
**  ccflity  of  felf-defence,  which  I  am  fure 
"  will  not  be  pretended — tranfpofe,  if  he 
*'  pleafes,  the  time  when  Reeves  is  prov- 
**  ed  to  have  talked  about  Ring  Hancock, 
**  and  bring  it  back  to  the  inftant  where 
"  it  was  attempted  to  be  introduced  as  a 
•*  fubftantial  matter  of  provocaticni.  He«. 
"  (hall  add  infolence  of  gefture  to  abulive 
*'  ter.m5,  and  under  all  thefe  fictitious 
'  .  ■'  ■  -  <i  circumftances. 
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**  circumflances,  I  will  take  the  judgment 
*'  of  the  Court,  whether  Colonel  Henley, 
**  with  full  powers  to  imprifon,  and  to 
^*  punifti  by  regular,  decent,  legal  proceed- 
**  ing,  has  a  fhadow  of  juftification  for 
<*  making  himfelf,  in  his  own  perfon, 
**  party,  judge  and  executioner/'  De- 
ferring the  conclufion  till  another  oppor- 
tunity, and  willing  to  embrace  the  very 
favorable  one  that  occurs.     I  remain 


Yours,  dec;. 


LET- 
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J    .      '  .  f 


I.   E   T   T   E   R       I.I, 


CamBridge,  iit  Ne-ju  England, 
March  6th   1 77 8. 


M,Y  DEAR  FRIEND, 

TTTITHOUT  any  preface,    I    ftiall 
^  ^     proceed    to    finilh   the   General's 
addrefs,  as  if  no  delay  had  intervened. 

'^  From  the  1 9th  of  December,  the  hands. 
"  of  Colonel  Henley  were  imbrued  in 
**  blood,  till  the  5th  of  January ;  but  it 
"  evidently  appears  upon  your  proceed-r 
"  ings,  that  the  influence  of  his  example, 
*'  and  the  encouragement  of  his  precepts, 
*'  failed  not  to  operate.  As  the  firft 
'  -  ^^  proof 
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*^^^roof  of  it,  I  requeft  the  attention  of 
•*  the  Court  to  the  teftimony  of  Colonel 
•*  Lind,   concerning  the  pofition  of  the 
'*  centry,  which  was  fuch  as  muft  necefla- 
rily  afFe£t  every  •  pafTenger    Upon   the 
public   rbadi  whenever  he  fired;  and 
at  the  fanie  time  with  a  readinefs  to  do 
xiiifchief,  fo  marked,  that  he  took  wo- 
men for  his  objefts,  and  would  not 
*^  ^Ve  them  time  to  turn  round,  *  be  bad 
*  oHersfo  to  do*    Let  the  behaviour  of  the 
"   next  centry,   to  whorti  Colonel  Lind 
applied,  cdncernitlg  the  ungentleman^ 
"  like  behaviour  of  the  officer,  with  his 
confirmation  of  the  whole  proceeding, 
**  being  according  to  order,  be  com-* 
**  bined  and  compared,  and  it  muft  uni- 
**  verfally  ftrike  common  fenfcj  that  thefe 
were  ffeveral  parts  of  one  determined 
"  pkii  to  difFufe  the  feeds  of  difcord  and 
"  fury,  iii  order  afterwards  to  countenance 
*'  a  general  havock* 

Vol.  IL  K  •'But 


u 


4^ 


C€ 


130  INTERI.Q^     TRi^VJELS 

"  But,  it  may  be  faid,  the  orders  under. 
**  which    the   continental    troops    affc^d, 
^'  were  not  thofe  of  Colonel  Henley,  but 
'*  of  a  fuperior.     Will  that  be  pleaded?, 
'^  Was  the  pofition  of  the  centries  to  kill. 
^*  or  wound  three  or  four  j^ffengers  at  a> 
"  fliot,  the  firing  upon  women,  the  rcfufal, 
''  of  rfidrefs  to  Colonel  Lind,  with  all  the 
'*  indecent  manner  and  language  attend-. 
•'  ing-— will  thefe  circumftances    be  alr» 
*'  ledged  to  have  proceeded  from  fuperior. 
**  orders  ?— If  fo,  the  excufe,  indeed,,  be-, 
**  comes  more  alarming  to  us.     It  is  nptv 
'*  my  part,  at  this  time,  to  drop  a  confider- . 
'*  ation  that  would  lead  far  on  that  fub- . 
*' jc6l,  I  fliall  only  remark,  how  little  the 
''  excufe "  w^ould    benefit  Colonel    Hen- 
*'  ley,  who  would  ftill  remain  a  cruel  agent, 
"of— (I  w;ir  ufe  no  improper  terms),  I 
"  will  only  fjiy,  a  cruel  agent  of  too  hafty^ 
*'  principles. 

"  Colonel 
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\  **  fcoloriel  Henley  has  aflced,  wliether 

**' complaints  were  made  to  him  of  the 

"  trahfaftions  of  the  2 2d;  I  beheye  there 

**  were  riot— but  I  dare  fay  he  will  recol- 

^'  leci  the  reafon— other  grievances  of  the 

'*  iiioft  atrocious  nature,  abufe  of  .officers, 

*'  and  alTaults  upon  their  lives,  were  pre- 

"  paring  to  be  laid  before  Ceheral  tteath ; 

"  they  were  in  number,  and  in  time,  to 

*'  liave  filFed  up  a  much  longer  interval 

*'  than   between  the  19th  of  December 

"  and  the  8th  of  January,  ahd  not  brought 

"  before  this  Court,  becaufe  I  underilopdl 

"  it  to  be  the  intention  of  General  Heath 

"  they  fhould  be  feparately  enquired  into. 

"Enough  has  appeared  to  fhew  how  the. 

"  iyftem  of  perfecution  was  preferye^  and 

**  I  come  now  to  the  tranfaftion  of  the 

"^th  of  January. 

"  Upon  a  general  view  of  that  black 
*;  day,  I  am  at  a  lofs  where  firft.  to  c±rf^ 
"  your  obfervation^^-Hthe  field  was  exten- 
Ka  five. 
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"  five,  the  fcenes  feparate  and  fuccieOivCy 
"  but  evidently  guided  by  one  uniform  de-^ 
"  fign.-*— In  one  place,  a  party. on  the 
*^  march  are  ftabbing  and  knocking  out 
*'  the  brains  of  innocent  fpe6lators-~Kit 
"  another,  men,  under  pretence  of  a  prir 
*'  Toner's  elcape,  are  glutting  the  fam^^ 
*^  blo9dy  purpofes  upon  men  not  pretend-^ 
"  edto.be  concerned— in  a  third.  Colonel 
fVHenky,  in  pprfpn  (the  Britiik officers. at; 
"the  fame,  time  being,  denied  admittance, 
^^  .as  appears  by  the  evidence  of  Lieutenant 
V  Bijbby)  is  running  men  through  the. 
*^  body  .with'  his/fword* 

....--'.■■.•■•.  *^.'        i       ■  .     1  «. 

^^  ... '•■•..-  *  .'*....■.        .     ■      ".  ■  '.  / 

y  Tke'firft  of  thefe  Complicated  horrors, 
"  ih' point  of  time,  wa5  the  attack  firft 
*•  with^  the  bayonet;*  a;iYd  affdrwaf ds  witl^ 
*^'tk^/-btitt*  '^nd '  of  tiie  firelockr  '^'l  '^wili 
*'  read  the  evidence,  withoufa  temment'* 
(which  was  the  evidence  of  Major  Forfter 
oiF' the '  twenty-firft'  regiment/  and  Lieu- 
tcflrit  Smith,  of  the  Af tiller y ;; '  who  de- 

poied^ 
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pofed,  that  they  were 'within  tliirty  yards, 
thatthey  neither  heard  or  faw  any  provo- 
cation or  infult  offered,  but  were  count- 
ing  the  files  of  the  guard'-  ,that  when  the 
rear  came  npar  the'Britifti  Guard-room, 
tliey  ^iferveda  fciifHe;  and  the  guard  pafled 
on ;  upon  their  going  over,  found  Trud- 
get  had  been  wounded,  and  the  blood 
itinriirig  down  his  f^e;  they  ordered  the 
men  to  difperfe,  which  they  did  imme- 
diately;  that  there  was  a  free  paflage  for 
the  Gominental  troops,  and  not  the  leaft 
(iifpiite-upon  that  ^ubje6l.  ^^  I  have  only 
**  now  to  remark,  it  is  rather  ?t  prepof- 
**  feffion  in  favor  of  the  Continental 
**  troops,  -to  fuppofe  -that  fuch  'njalici- 
**ous  treatment  could  proceed'  iftrofm  a 
*  **  general  fentiment ;  no  body^  of  j)eople 
**  are  fo  barbarous,  unlefs  inftigated,  and 
^*  now  is  tlie  time  to  call  upoh  the  learned 
*^  Gentleman  hear  me,-  for  another  duty 
^^  of  his  office,  to  expound  to  the  Court 
the  principles  of  law>  refpe6fihg  acccf- 
K  3  "  faries 
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*^iaries.an4'acf<?c»pUces,  and  to  fay  whe*. 
"  ther>.man,  hyQX^^.>  advice,  ^xjaftifl^, 

**  another  to  do  a  mifchievous  a6t,  is.not: 
*'  Particij^s  criminist  at  an  hvwidr;ed  m^^i 
**diftancfi,  asmucH  a^  if  pfe^ent  oj^  ll», 

.«fpptr.'"   y : 

y\  T)ie  %bl>ijnjg  pf  Wilfon  follow^,  iij . 
^'  cp|}r|b  offthe  evidence."  (he  was  wounds.  ^ 
e4  jn  the  fide  by  a  Provinaalrfoldi^^  whUibi 
he  was  parrypg  off,  the    bayonet,  thaU. 
atigtber  was  puihing  at  him)    f'.ari^  ife) 
*^  iapp^s,  as  little  comment  is  nfcgf&ry 
"upon ;this,  as  upon  the  former  ladioij,* 
"  fijf th^r  than  to  remark,;  th^t  in  this 
^Vcafe,^  Cc^onel  Henley  is  found  to  be  ac-  • 
*^ce(^ary,  nqt  upqn  circumftantjal,   prg--' 
^^fumptive  and  argumentative,    but  up-'' 
^*  on  pofitiye  prqof,.  for  it  is  fworn.  the  - 
'^aftipn  wajSf  done  in  his  fight;  thatjte^' 
^'inade,  no  attempt  to  prevent  it^^    and'' 
"though,  it  be  ^ledged,^  acid,  even  adr- 

''  mitted. 


**  mitted,  that  he  was  at  too  great  a  ^f- 
^*^  tance,  yet  his  giving  no  reprimand  nor 
^^  check  to  th6  foldiers,  upon  feeing  the 
**  aft  conrmitted,  carries*  as  direft  a  coii- 
**  virion  of  approbation  and  encourage- 
ment, 2Sr  if  he  ha^  givto  opeii  ap- 
plaufe. 


'  *^  The  lafll  article  to  mart  tlje  thirft  of 
**  I>k>dd,  is  the  ftalbbing  Corporal  Hadley, 
^^  and  following  Winks  witii  threats  of  the 
*'  fame  fate. — It  would  be  fuperfluous  to 
**  expatiate  upon  the  ftrength  of  the 
**  proofs,  the  concurrence  of  witnelfes, 
**  that  there  was  no  provocatiafi  to  this 
"  delib'o^ion  and  Wantohnefs  -  of  bar-' 
^^barity.  Thef  iVi'tehtion'  is  fo' dea;r,  in 
'*my ^opinion,  agairtft  the  protfabirrty  of 
**  doubt,  that  I  fhould  nbt  touch  a  iho- 
•*  merit*  upon  it,  were  it  not  that  a  very 
"  gtaVe  application  was  itiade^  to  the 
**  Court,  by  the  moft  refpeftatle  autlio- 
'*  rity  in  it,  to  confider  of  the  nature  of 
K  4  "  wounds, 
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"  woun'ds,  as  matters  of  the  greateft  im* 
*'  portance — and  queftion  upon  queftion 
*^  was  put  to  the  Surgeon,  in  every  cafc^ 
"  to  find  vvrhether  they  w^ere  dangerous  or 
"  not. — Ij5  it  pof&ble  that  any  Gentleman 
"  can  m^an  \o  meafure  the  degree  of  the 
"crime'  by  the  depth  of  the  wound,  and 
"  to  argue  that  a  man  may  thruft  a  wea- 
"  pon  into  another's  breaft  with  imppnity, 
"  provided  he  does. not  toucli  a  nsqital 
"  part!  If  this  doftrinc  holds  good,  yon 
"ought. to  eftablifh  fchoois^ of  anatomy 
*'  for  the  education.of  young  officers  i  the 
^*  fcience.of  diffeftion  ftiQuld  be  ^4^^  ^^. 
"  the  IkiU  of  the  fencingrmafter,  to  train 
"  the  pupils  to  that  nicety  of  touch;  that 
"  can  feel .  to  z  hair's-breadth  between 
"  death  and  life  5  a  fort  of  fiddleftick  dex*- 
^-  terity,  that  can  run  divifions  upon  veins- 
"  and  arteries,  and  flop  Ihort  in  time  and* 
•^  tune  to  the  thoufandth  part  of  a  fecond. 
"  Really,  Qentlemen,  I  am  not  willingly 
f ludicrous  upon  this  fubje6l,   but  it  is: 

"  impoffiblc 
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'^impofflble  to  treat  fuch  an  afgmncnt 
!' gravely: — I  difmifs.it  to  my  Iwmed 

V  peighboUi;,  witJiotjfemoK  injun6tiQ](^  to 

V  ipiew  the,  Court,  in.law,^  that.wJjiere  a 
f*  man  pa^s  a  fwisrd;  with,  violehce.  at 
**  anotJ[^r's  ,breaft,  wfeethisr  the  woutid  is 
*^  a  mere  pun6i:uxe,,or  ggfes  to  the  hiJt>  the 
**  intentional  guilt  i$:  A?;  idme.— ^-Lhavfe 
**  only)0)niejnatterfuf&A?,^obfe(tP,  ^ 

**  the  ?rofs^7^eftio9«igi-0f  the  Witneflcs  j 
''  it  has  perh^pjcheen-yri^^  to  iafiwajto, 
**  that  at  the  time  of  tl)^^  violent  pfoce?d- 
**  ings,  there  was  q^pjfe  of  apprehenfion 

V  the,  aicme^  trpopts  might  be  furtounded 
**  and.  oy^come.;  the  troops  themfelvps 
^*  will  hardly  thank  their  friends  fpr  that 
"  idea!— What,  fhall  it  be  alledged  that 
"  the  milittiajof  America,:  who,  animated 
*^  by  their  caufe,  have  been  fclf  taught  the 
"  life  of  arms  >  that  body,  where  every 
**  man  is  fuppofed  himfelf  to  be  an  hoft-w 
*•  fhail  fuch  foldiers  be  apprehenfive  of 
f\  danger,  from  half  their  number  of  un- 

*^  armed 
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?*  armed;  raerceha^,-minifterial  flavfes,  for 
f5;faich-I  know  they  think  us-f— No,  Guri- 
^  tlpmen,  i  f^e^'*i4ch=  you  foii^urictw  a 
**  iii^pdfition ;  I  gite  ere<Ut  t&  the  fpirit 
"^•and  feiriar  (sfiyourfjwiilitiaj^l  di)  itfei- 
''fidaHy.  and:  upoh^feJt^erieiiei),  aA#'  if  is 
yrapcftiuthalt  Cre*^  It^foaiid'^thi^jJ^Sli- 

*f^of-  vibleiW^  ^byfidB^  aj^iiehfidri'^olf 
V  ^efrftfflftce,'  it'fiaib^sf,  b^Me  Hireft  Itie- 
"  duftiOb-,  tHat'ci'iher  thelreWas^ywc^e- 
^^^ent-  mailigratj^'  than  evdr  ■^^taihWUe- 
«'  folffe' in  the  hur»^  hfeiiti  ttf-ffiaf 'the 
*» -whblfr  proceeded  f«)m  direftioii;.  6rd6r, 
*^'ahd'^iyftetaatieid  plan:-  ■  - 

•   ■         :  ...  .  .  ■'         '    - 

.^^  Little  more;  Idhiagine^,  need  beremaric- 
*^'ed,'  to  apply  th'tf^videnoc  to.tHe^'leveral' 
**  di'ftirtft  terms  I  hkv^  -trTed  in  the  ^charge** 
**  That  Uie  whole  tenor  of  Colonel  Hen-' 
*♦  ley'^'tfondudHwa^-hcmotiffy  crimiiial,  as 
f ^  an  Officer,  will  liardly  be  difputed,  irf  a 
-    :•  '  **  country 


"4«ift«t  tdJbt  -bSrifte- kica'  free %tate,  but' 
*ljUf)c»4*te^^prihM'ple  of  drfenre  an 

^*  laws. — The  officer  who  makes  ffimfelJF* 
^*  the  Arbiter  of  the  Law,  is  guilty  of  the 
*^vjnttolfcfl|amefPilip€rverfibn  of  nioral  duty, 
<t. and: his  impunky  would  l^ai»6cly  be 
^i^hriught •  a  very  comfortabie^  prcifa^^  ot^ 
**rliie  gniwmg.  Ut>^rties  of  hi&  co^nkyi  —^ 

**  I  have  alfo  faid,  the  Coloners  beha- 
•^viottc'-Wa5?-anbtecoming  a  man. — rwill 
^*-n€*-telfle^ith  the  time  or  und6rftariding 
*<  of  thfc' Court,  to  enter  into  defiriitiORS 
•^•tipoik  this'  term;  ribr  wilfl  ihockjhe 
^•lears'of^tifffifcrcys^,  Abteven  orthexi1[ifoV.' 
**-tHh«ftepcrfoh  uttdcftrial;  with  fo  grofsa 
*«^ei*t''afs'fhe  WortH'in  gerieral-'afep^yto 
^^Jt!i6"a6l[bf  airauhihg  a  wonlahj.  a  pritft, 
**^-cr  unarmed  m^hVforirhey  are  allfexa^tty 
f*-iof -^he-f^me  prcdicatnent.  Thfe.  {Word 
'  •    '  *'  drawn 


i.< 


i& 
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^}  6xfc7m. for  fuch  a  ^ purpofe  Is  no  longer 
^Vthe  j^adge  and  diftin£tipn:of  a  gpnttss^ 
^*  man  i; ,  it  is  degraded  :wl^-  tb?  .impfe* 
*^  ments  of  i^itzff^Sin^d'l^ 
coiip:^s  ^^  flmn^thatcan^evei^  bemqpsd' 

I.c^nrjet  J>elp  rep^ap^ngy  to -jttui^ifor* 
I  was  [joj;  Court   t^iat  dayfTrat  f He  kon-i 
dyfi^ri^atbM  laft.^fentQnee^,  .thcSolmiel* 
change^  r  cohTi  .  and  .  ^ppeafled .  rburftifag  • 
with  rage  5  but  to  proceed 


'i  :*  1    ■ ' 


-f*  Gentlgnen,"  fa)^s  the  Gengj^inrrlVI 
^\  hsiyi^^pa^r,  gone  through  ^tjue. ,  OT^tprMiI  - 
"^  pa](t5  pfj^the  proceedings  J  whedj^  tJj^  - 
"  offences  V  ?u:e  jcefolyed,  into  ryHidi^^c** 
"  refentment>  or  ,  xnptp  deep  defign^ .;  or-  ^ 
5*  D^th,  it  mufl  -ftill  rappear  woiiid^Hl/ 
'*  that  ^  general  ^laflacre ,  did  not  enfue.— ^  - 

r..     ^^jVjjw..,.         '  1*1- •* 

"  By  the  patience  aQ^;.thc'  difqipline  of  - 
*\  .thp  feptiiih  foldiers,  ,  thai?-  horrors  have-  - 
**  bees  avc^ded  s  biujt  whatever  the  efcape 

"  may 
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;*^iiMy  have,  been  upon  our  part,  it  is 
•^  tenfol|d^  more  materia  oo  yours.  We 
*•  ni%ht,'/^A^ir  fof' the  ftruggks  of  the 
.^^  defperate  are  hard— — l?ut,  perhaps y  we 
•*•  might  have  been  facrificed  to  the  laft 
**  man—we  fhould  thus  have  paid  a  fol- 
**  dier*s  debt,  which  we  have  often  rifqucd ; 
**  our.  fall  would  have  been  revenged,  and 
*'  our  memories  attended .  with  pity  and 
**  honor. — But  for  America,  the  trahf- 
**  a£lions  would  have  remained  a  foul  and 
**  indelible  blot  in  the  firil  page  of  her 
New  Hiftory,  nor  would  any.feries  of 
difavowal  and  penitence,  nor  ages  of 
♦*  reftitude  in  government,  purity  in  man- 
V  ners, ,  inflexible  faith,  or  the  whole  ca- 
*'.  talogue  of  public  virtues,  have  redeem- 
*^  ed  her  in  the  opinion  of  mankind." 

Here  the  Court  was  ftruck  with  much 
awe,  and  feemed  to  be  imprcffed  with^  a 
refolve  to  aft  impartially-- — but  to  re- 
turn to  the  General's  fpeech 

-*  '  "  Now, 


€1 
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**  cf  the  oM^f  undet-  ^hkH'  y0u^'l^t----r^l 
^•fo«tt  the  opinion  df  th*  Gotirt^bfEAl 
*•  quity^  and  fey,-  wktfhef  it  is  iht^Mr 
**of  Cotend  Henley,  iff  the  Hbnor  of 
*^  Aifteri<;«,  bywhkli  ybtlt  niirids^  oti^ii 
*'  to  bfe  impreflfed,  whfeit  'teey  pr'6eeed  'fo 
♦'j^adgaWM  4h  this  cAuft;  I  cldfe  witK 
**  that  c6ii6dcfatioft,  as  far  as  I  fcaii  ihi- 
**  im^refsi  it  u^ati  your^  Bt^afts--i^I-'tfiirt 
^*  th6y  are  replete  aM  j^dgnaht  with  jtif- 
**  tice,  honor,  and  duty  to  your-  profei^- 
*'  fionj  and  above  alt,  with  that  glorious 
**  whig  principle,  the  Words  of  which  are 
"  become  almoft  a  general  motto  in  this 
'^  conntry,  a  Ad  the  genuine  fubffemtial* 
*'  practice  of'  which  I,  (halt  evdr  i*evere  in 
•'  any  country,  a  dite  fenfe  cf  the  gem  fat 
^*  rights  of  mankinds  I  truft  you  have  all 
**  thfeffe  qualities,  and  in  that  perfuaiioir, 
''  I  cannot  doubt  what  wHl  be  the  iffue" 
'^  of  the  caufe." 

"  After 
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.  After  xHe  <f«iwsraL  1^  finiflied,  tlie 
evidence  for  the  prifoner  was  adduced/ 
which  went  fully  to  fubftantiate  the  evi- 
dence 0^  llie  witneir?^  for.  the  profecu- 
t.ioa,  making  only  this  addition,  that? 
l^Keeves,  &c.  gav?  great  provocatioft.— - 
After  the  evidqjice  for  the  prifoner  was 
finifhed,  Colonel  Henley  read  a  paper,' 
which  he  hadfigned,  attefted  by  the  Judge 
Advocate,  and  declined  faying  any  tiling'' 
further  in  his  defence. 

Mr.   Pjrjidcnt  end  Gentlemen  of  the 
Court. 

**  I  have  particular  reafona,  and  in  my 
**  oijvn  apprehcnfions  very  fufBcient,  for 
*'  declining  to  ^y  a  fmgfe  word^  in  anfwer 
**  to  the  illiberal  abufe  thrown  upon  me, ' 
**  and  the  palpable  diflionor  done  to  my' 
'*  country,  by  General  Burgoyne,  in  this 
**  Court.— —It  is,  Mr.  Prefident,  a  new 
**  thing  under  the  Sun,  and,  tai;en  in  all 

"  its 
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its  circumftances,  totally  without  cx-^ 
ample 


«4 


«4 

i4 


"  The  Judge  Advocate  will  mm  up  the 
**  evidence  with  ability  and  impartiality^ 
Such  is  my  confcioufnefs  of  having  done 
*'  nothing  through  this  whole  affair,  but 
**  what  the  honor  and  fafety  of  my  coun- 
*'  try  abfolutely  required,  that  I  fhall  reft 
*  entirely  fatisfied  with  your  decifion,  be- 
ing at  the  fame  time  fully  perfuaded, 
that  the  impartial  public,  at  whofe  bar 
**  I  ftand,  will  join  with  you  jn  acquitting 
**  me  from  all  the  injurious  and  illiberal 
**  charges  of  General  Burgoyne>  and  that 
^\  they  will  vindicate  me  for  that  huma- 
*'  nity,  charafteriftic  of  an  American 
".  Officer,  and  witfi  which  the  officers  and 
"  foldiers  of  General  Burgoyne's  army 
*'  have  been  treated,  while  I  v^as  honor- 
*•  ed  with  the  command  of  the  Gua:rds/' 

To 
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To  this  poor  defence,  which  the  Co- 
lonel and  the  Judge  Advocate  were  feve- 
ral  days  in  framing,  with  a  review  of  the 
evidence  in  defence  of  the  prifoner,  the 
General  made  an  immediate  reply,  which 
I  muft  defer  to  my  next,  till  when,  I 
remain 


Yours,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER        LII. 


Qamhyidge„  in  Ne-i'j  England ^ 
March   \2th,   1778, 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

NO  doubt,  long  before  you  receive 
this,  you  will  be  anxious  for  the 
General's  reply  to  the  inveclive  defence  of 
the  Colonel. — I  therefore  take  up  my  pen, 
and  only  wifh  this  had  not  to  crofs  the 
Atlantic  to  eafe  your  anxiety. 

*'  Mr.  Prefidenfy  and  Gcjitlcmen  (f  the 

"  Courtr 
"  On  the  day  of  your  lafl:  adjournment, 
*'  the  Judge  Advocate  notified  to  me,  that 

"  the 
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"  the  Court  had  agreed  I  Ihould  reply  to 
.  •'  Colonel  Henley's  defence,  but  had  di- 
-**  refted  that  the  reply  fhould  be  made 
>*  unmediately  after   the  Colonel  clofed: 

•VHe  added,  that  all  interefted  are  to  at- 
.*'  tend  and  come  prepared* 

"  I  did  not  judge,  from  the  mariner  ih 
*'  which  the  Court  have  treated  me  hithei"- 
**  to,  that  in  any  inftance  they  meant  me 
**  uncandidly*  I  therefore  fuppofe,  thdt 
*'  when  they  made  it  a  point  I  fhould 
**  come  prepared  to  ftnfwerj  ofFhaiid,  ar- 
**  guments  which  might  have  been  a 
*'  month  in  framing,  they  faw  the  evi- 
*'  dence  before  them  in  fo  ftrong  a  view, 
**  that  no  argument,  on  my  part,  could 
**  be  neceflary — -Did  I  want  further  corl- 
**  fidence  in  this  opinion,  I  could  not  fail 
*^  of  deriving  it  in  a  moft  ample  degree, 
*'  from  the  conduft  of  the  prifoner,  who 
*'  has  been  juft  now  conftrained,  by  his 
*'  fituation,  to  fubftitute  invedlive  for  ar- 
L  2  "  gument^ 


€i 
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gument,  and  to  recriminate,  where  it 
•'  was  impoffibk  to  defend.  Under  the 
"  fanclion  of  the  Court,  and  the  circum- 
**  ftances  of  the  time,  tliis  candid  Gentle-  . 
*^  man  has  ventured  to  make  ufe  of  terms 
*^.  to  wliidi  my  ears  have  not  been  accuf-- 
**  tomed  5  but  he  is  miflaken  if  he  thinks 
**  to  draw  from  mc  an  intemperate  reply  ; 
**  on  the .  contrary,  as  conduiSlor  of  thrs' 
*^  profecution,  i  have  rather  to  thank  him 
*  •  for.  his  affiftancc.  After  having  fumifh- 
'*  ed  me,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  what 
•'  is  called  his  defence,  with  evidence  to- 
*'  corroborate  the  fa£ls  alledged  againft 
"  him,,  he  at  laft  fteps  forth  a  volunteer 
^  witnefs  (the  moft  undeniable  one  fure 
**  that  ever  came  before  a  Court)  to  prove 
^^  the  heat  of  his  own  temper,  which  is  of 
*•  itfelf  a  material  part  of  his  accufation* 
^'  This  remark  is  the  only  return  1  Ihall 
at  prefent  addrefs  to  the  pfifoner,  for 
the  expreflions  he  has  ufed  ^  but  I  canr- 
**  not  quit  the  fubjeft,    wkliout  ferioufly 

*'  appealing 


4( 
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**  appealing  to  the  recollefUon  of  the 
*^  Court,  whether,  from  the  outfet,  I  did 
*'  not,  in  the  moft  pofitive  terms,  difavow 
**  all  perfonal  refentment,  and  whether 
♦'  the  ftrongeft  language  which  the  courfe 
^  of  my  duty,  as  profecutor,  led  me  to 
*'  ufe,  did  not  invariably  arife  from  the 
^*  fafls,  and  apply  to  the  offence  more 
^*  than  to  the  offender.  I  make  the  fame 
^*  appeal  againft  the  accufation  of  **  bav^ 
^*  ing  4one  palpable  Idijhonor  to  the  country 
**  in  this  Court  J'  Is  it  to  do  palpable  dif- 
**  honor  to  a  country  to  appeal  to  the 

^*  juftice  of  it  ? It  puzzles  my  intellefts 

^*  to  conceive  the  meaning  of  this  laft  ex- 
**  preffion ;  but  indeed.  Sir,  I  want  no 
**  other  vindication  than  your  fUence,  to 
^*  prove  that  I  have  not  abufed  tlie  lati- 
*•  tude  I  poflefled  in  either  cafe ;  for  would 
**  you,  Mr»  PrefuJent,  or  any  member  of 
'*  the  Court,  have  fuffered  a  profecutor  to 
^*  infult  an  urfiappy  man,  under  trial, 
^*  ?adth  illiberal  abufe?  Still  lefs  would 
J- 3  •'you 
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**  you  have  fufFered  the  country  to  be 
*'  treated  opprobioufly.  It  is  for  Colonel 
*'  Henley  to  reconcile  with  his  refpeft  to 
*^  the  Court,  charges,  which  if  founded, 
"  would  be  a  general  refledion  upon  their 
^'.cpndu6t. 

**  I  underftand  great  expeftation  has 
^^  been  raifed  of  a  very  elaborate  defence 

on  the  part  of  Colonel  Henley,  and  acr 

knowledge  I  myfelf  little  thought  he 
^*  would  throw  up  his  caufe  quite  fo  con- 
^^-feffedly,  though  I  was  always  fuire,  that 
*'  neither  ingenuity  nor  fophiftry,  nor  alt 
*'  the  talents  which  the  ableft  counfeF 
*'  could  aflift  him  with,  would  be  fuffi-? 
*'  cient  to  effect  the  great  leading  propofi-' 
*>  tion  upon  which  I  ground  myfelf,   as 

upon  an  immoveable  rock,  viz.  that  the' 
f  proofs  on  the  part  of  the  profecution 
^*  do  not  only  remain  unimpeached,  but' 
**  are  augmented  and  enforced  in  the  moft 

*'  material* 


if 
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^*  material  parts,  by  the  evidence  produced 
*'  in  the  defence. 

**  Gentlemen,  a  very,  few  obfervations 
"  will  fuiRce  to  juftify  this  affcrtion. 

**  The  firft  part  of  the  charge  which  the 
**  prifoner  brings  evidence  to  oppofe,  is 
'*  that  concerning  Coporal  Reeves,  on  the 
^'  19th  of  December,  and  the  firft  evidence 
**  is  Major  Sweafey,  an  officer  of  rank  and 
^'  tnift  in  your  army,  warm  in  the  pre- 
*^  ient  unhappy  conteft,  and  naturally 
**  impreffed  with  inclinations  to  favor  his 
**  countryman,  his  brother  officer  and 
^  friend.  Yet,  with  all  thefe  circum- 
**  ftances  to. bias  (fuch  is  the  force  of 
**  truth  and  honor  upon  that  gentjeman's 
'*  mind)  he  proves  to  be  the  ftrongeft  wit- 
**  nefs  of  the  whole  trial,  on  the  fide  of 
^  the  profecution. 

jL  4  ''  The 
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"  The  beginning  of  this  Gentleman's 
**  relation  is  a  confirmation  of  all  the  lead- 
**  ing  circumftances    mentioned   by  the 
"  other  witneffes.    The  firft  new  matter 
**  of  evidence  is^that  when  he,  the  Msyor, 
**  told  Reeves  he  was  a  rafcal,  the  Corporal 
**  made  a  reply  to  him  (not  to  Colonel 
•*  Henley)  he  was  no  more  a  rafcal  than 
*^  he  was,   at  which  he  raifed  his  whip,, 
**  and  told  him,  if  he  did  not  hold  his 
**  impertinence,    he  would  ftrike  .him.-r- 
^'  One  circumftance  of  this  part  of  the 
^^  evidence  cannot  pafs  obfervation,   viz. 
**  that  the  poor  Corporal    had  two  ag- 
**  greffors  to  anfwer  infteaid  of  one.— The 
*^  word,  and  the  menaces  attending  that 
word  Rafcaly  came  to  his  ears  on  both 
fides.     Another  circumft:ance  is  equally 
^*  obferveable;^  :jid  it  ftands  upon  your  pror 
**  ceedings,  as  a  record  of  honor  to  Major 
**  Sweafey,  that  his  warmth  qf  temper  wa^ 
"  moved  at  the  recital  of  Reeves's  offence, 
**  to  give  a  ftiarp  rebuke,  and  to  ufe  an 

"  opprobrious 
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*^  opprobrious  expreffion,  but  the  idea  of 
*'  chaftifement  went  no  further  than  a 
**  llroke  with  a  riding-whip — Happy  had 
**  it  been  for  the  prifoner  had  he  followed 
y  fo  temperate  an  example. 

**  The  Major's  narrative  proceeds  In  re- 
**  fpeft  to  Colonel  Henley's  difmounting, 
**  catching  the  firelock  and  '  ftabbing 
•*  Reeves,  in  conformity  to  all  the  wit- 
**  neffes  for  the  profecution,  except  that 
*^  the  circumftance  of  ordering  one  of  the 
*•  guard  to  run  the  Corporal  through  is 
**  omitted,  and  his  rccolledlion  being  called 
•*  to  that  circumftance,  by  a  queftion  in 
•*  the  crofs-examination,  he  replies,  "  He 
•*  Jid  not  bear  him''  (but  with  a  candor 
•*  and  tendemefs  to  his  oath,  which  never 
^*  departs  from  him)  he  adds,  "  He  might 
^*  have  given  fuch  an  order  and  I  not  hear  it. 

^*  The  foregoing   evidence,    therefore, 
<*  is  not  fhaken  by  any  contradi£Hon,  but 
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**  it  is  immediately  after  augmented  by  an 
*'  entire  new  circumftance,  viz.  that  after 
"  the  firft  thruft,  upon  Reeves's  ftill  talk- 
"  ing  to  Colonel  Henley,  he  ftepped  back, 
"  and  made  a  motion  to  cock  the  firelock, 
*'  and  added,  he  would  blow  his  brains 
"  out,  or  words  to  that  efFeft,  when  a 
"  Britifh  foldier  took  hold  of  the  firelock 
''  and  threw  it  up.  I  requeft  the  Court 
**  to  take  notice,  that  Major  Sweafey,  un- 
*'  called  upon  by  any  leading  queftion, 
*'  remembers  that  a6l  which  faved  Reeves 
**  from  a  fecond  thruft,  accompanied  per- 
•'  haps  with  fire.  Can  any  doubt  be  now 
"  entertained  of  Colonel  Henley's  refolu- 
"  tion  ?  I  think  I  have  proof  they  were 
*'  obvious  to  Major  Sweafey,  at  the  time, 
"  by  the  very  remarkable  part  of  the  evi- 
^*  dence,  "  1  then  got  cff  my  borfe  (a  con- 
"  du6l  worthy  his  chara6ler,  expreflive  of 
"  his  apprehenfions  and  his  humanity) 
"  and  begged  Colonel  Henley  to  fend  Reeves 
"  to  the  Guard-boufey — -The  other  peti- 

"  tioners 
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*^  tioners  joined  their  interceflion,  and  the 
^^  man's  life  at  laft  v/as  faved. 

^*  It  may  perhaps  be  objefted  to  this 
^'  argument,  that  Major  Sweafey,  upon 
^'  being  afked,  in  the  crofs-examination, 
**  whether  he  thought  Colonel  Henley 
♦'  made  a  thruft  with  an  intent  to  injure 
"  or  to  filence  the  Corporal ;  anfvvers,  to 
**  filence  bim ;  for  if  he  had  pulhed  his 
^'  arm  forward,  he  would  have  run  him 
"  through. 

"  And  in  another  place  he  makes  ufc  of 
f^  the  words,  "  to  ftill  him. 

**  I  fcorn  to  infinuatc,  that  a  witnefs 
^*  of  the  Major's  defcription  meant  to  keep 
**  a  falvo  upon  his  mind,  and  purpofely  to 
**  ufe  any  term  of  ambiguity.  I  upon  my 
^.*  honor  believe,  that  when  tlie  Major 
**  makes  ufe  of  the  words  to  filence  or  to 
^f  jftill,  he  piean^s  to  terrify  him  till  he  held 

"  his 
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*>  his  tongue ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  obferve, 
*'  that  great  difference  might  be  made  in 
**  the  Major's  opinion,  between  the  time 
•'  the  a6l  was  committed,  and  the  time 
"  his  fentiments  are  alked  in  Court. — The 
♦*  converfation  with  Colonel  Henley,  the 
^*  belief  of  his  other  friends,-  and  the  can- 
"  dor  of  his  own  heart  now  perfuaded 
"  him,  that  the  Colonel's  intents  were  in- 
"  nocent.  His  own  interference  and  in- 
"  terceffion  mark  his  doubts,  at  leaft  at 
*'  the  time,  and  did  they  not,  the  Court 
*'  will  hold  themfelves  bound  to  aft  upon 
^*  their  own  opinion,  formed  upon  com- 
**  bination  and  comparifon  of  circtim- 
**  fiances,  and  not  upon  the  opinion  of 
**  another,  which  is  no  evidence.  They 
^  will  alfo  recoiled,  that  this  opinion 
goes  only  to  the  firft  flab,  and  is  formed 
upon,  its  not  being  forcible.  It  does 
not  appear  that  the  Major  formed  any 
"  opinion,  nor  indeed  could  he,  upon 
^*  what  force  would  have  been  the  fecond 

^^flab 
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**  ftab  of  a  man  rifing  in  a  paffion,  had 
*>  it  not  been  prevented  by  feizing  the 
**  bayonet  and  his  intcrccfTion. 

•'  It  is  not  neceffary  to  trouble  the 
*'  Court  with  a  review  of  any  other  parts 
*•  of  this  uprijght  evidence,  which  is  long. 
**  The  anfwers  to  tlie  crofs  queftions  in 
•"'  general  go  to  a  full  confirmation  of  the 
*'  narrative,  with  this  one  addition  and 
*•  aggravation  of  Colonel  Henley's  con- 
**  du6l,  that .  the  Major  thinks  the  lan- 
"  guage  of  Reeves  ^was  addrefled  more  to 
**  himfelf  than  the  Colonel,  till  after 
**  the  ftab. 

*^  Captain  Wild,  of  the  Militia,  is  the 
**  next  witnefs,  and  confirms  the-  excufe 
*'  of  Reeves,  and  every  other  circumftance 
**  in  the  beginning  of  the  affair,  as  ftated 
«*  by  the  former  witnefles,  and  by  Major 
*•  Sweafey,  except  the  fmall  difference  that 
**  Colonel  Henley,   not  Major  Sweafey, 

"  firft 
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**  firft  made  ufe  of  the  word  Rafcal.  He 
"  mentions  afterwards  another  new  cir- 
"  cumftance,  that  the  prior  witnefs  had 
"  forgot,  viz.  "  Reeves  turning  to  Buchanan, 
**  and  damning  kinij  fayingy  why  don't  you 
^^  Jiand  up  for  your  King  and  Country. 
"  Buchanan  dejired  him  to  be  JiiJL  Reeves 
"  replied^  God  damn  them  ally  III  Jiand  up 
^^  for  my  King  and  Country  while  I  have  life  j 
^^  if  I  had  arm^  and  ammunition  I  would 
^'  foon  be  with  General  Howe    and  be   re^ 

"  veiigedy He  afterwards  relates,  in  a 

**  very  circumftantial  manner,  making  the 
*'  pu(h  at  Reeves ;  "  Reeves  ftepped  back 
*'  one  foot,  biit  the  bayonet  pricked  him/* 
*'  and  the  Ufting  up  the  piece  a  fecond 
"  time,  and  Buchanan  feizing  it  and  turn- 
''  ing  it  afide. 

'*  Upon  the  crofs  queftioning,  the  wit- 
*'  nefs  gives  nearly  the  fame  anfwers  as 
/'  Major  Sweafey,  upon  the  matter  of  opi- 
*'  nion  of  Colonel  Henley's  intention,  and 

*'of 
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**  of  not  hearing  Colonel  Henley  order 
*'  a  man  of  the  guard  to  run  Reeves 
^*  through,  before  he  difmounted,  but 
**  repeating  the  firft,  the  manner  in  which 
**  this  Gentleman  expreffes  himfelf  is  re- 
*'  markable :  "  i  belie^ce  you  only  meant 
"  t$  Jtlence  him^  as  you  /poke  mildly  y  till 
*'  Reeves  faidy  God  damn  them  all''  That 
**  Captain  Wild  thought  the  Colonel  was 
**  in  a  paffion  afterwards,  is  clear  from 
*^  his  anfwer  to  the  queftion,  "  whether 
''  it  is  a  rule  in  the  Continental  feroicCy  to 
^^  Jilence  men  by  the  bayonet  or  fword-,  when 
**  he  replied,  ii  -is  not^  but  when  a  mans 
•*  temper  is  raifed^  be  is  apt  to  do  things  he 
*'  would  not  at  other  times. 

**  I  cannot  quit  this  evidence,  without 
**  claffing  it  with  IVlajor  Sweafey's,  and 
**  while  it  does  honor  to  the  witnefs,  in 
*'  point  of  truth  and  candour,  it  is  to  be 
**  remarked,  that  it  is  alfo  exceedingly  cir- 
**  cnmftantial,  new  and  leading  circum- 

**  fiances 
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"  ftanccs  aie  remembered,  none  forgot^ 
**  except  the  order  to  the  guard,  and  the 
**  Court  will  fee  by  and  by,  why  I  fo  folicit 
**  their  attention  to  thefe  remarks. 

•*  The  witnefles  that  follow  are  indeed 
<*  of  a  very  different  fort  -,  the  Court  will 
"  recolleft  the  appearance  of  the  firft, 
*'  Corporal  Dean,  he  told  his  ftoiy  very 
"  fluently,  with  that  remarlcable  new 
*'  incident  of  provocation  in  Corporal 
"  Reeves,  who,  he  fwears  pofitively,  faid 
^*  to  Colonel  Henley,—"  If  I  am  a  rafcaly 
**  you  are  a  damned  rafcaly  but  after  all  this 
**  fluency  and  recolleftion,  upon  his  crofe 
*'  queftioning,  neither  encouragement,  nor 
"  admonition,  nor  patience,  nor  leading 
•*  queftion,  could  draw  an  anfwer  that 
"%anyman  could  underfland;  and  parti- 
"  cularly  the  Court  will  remember  his 
"  fileuce  and  his  countenance,  when  prcflTed 
"to  declare  his  fentiments  upon  the  obli- 
"  gation  of  an  oath;  I  will  not  be  fo  un 

"  candid 
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^  candid  as  pofitively  to  pronounce  upon 
^^  guilt  from  appearance,  but  it  is  the  great 
value  of  parole  evidence,  that  a  Court 
may  fee  the  manner,  and  thence  form  a 
judgment  upon  the  credibility  of  a  wit- 
•'  nefs. — ^From  what  probable  caufe  did  the 
f*  confufion  of  this  man  arife  ? — It  was 
<^  not  the  awe  of  the  Court  5  and  it  is  fair 
^'  to  fuppofe  it  is  a  weaknefs  of  under- 
*'  ftanding ;  confequently  he  was  a  fit  fub- 
•*  fubjeft  to  be  tutored,  and  if  not  wilfully 
perjured,  led  into  a  belief  of  more  than 
he  aftually  faw  and  heard. 

"  He  is  followed  by  a  ftring  of  the  beft 
^  inftrufted  young  men  that  ever  related 
a  ftory  in  public — Elijah  Horton,  Silas 
Mofs,  James  Brazer,  Wedfworth  Hor- 
ton, and  John  Beny,  moft  of  them  lads 
«^  of  fixteen  years  of  age. 

•  •*  I  heed  not  recall  to  the  Court  the  pre- 

<^  clfidh  of  the  recital  of  thcfe  youths,  nor 
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"  the  manner  of  their  delivery.-— It  was 
."  the  exa6t  tone  and  repetition  of  a  fable 
55,ja.t  fcho9l5  and  fo  well  was  the  leffon  got 
"  by  heartj  that  there  was  not  a,  fingle 
"  difference  in  the  arrangement,  andfcarcc 
f '  a  fyllable  mifplaced.  But  it  is  not  only 
|Mn  the.iimjlitude  of  memory  thefe  youths 
5*  ^e:©xtraordini^,  tliey  are  equally  re- 
"  markable  in  the  pr^cifion  of  their  for- 
[^  getfulnefs,  with  a  recoUeftion  fo  aciite, 
*^  ps  to  repeat  verbatim  a  long  ftory  of 
"Corporal  Reeves,  and  the  marked  ex- 
"  preffion  of  "  damned  rafcaV  to  Colonel 
"  Henley ;  not  one  fyllable  was  heard  by 
"  any  Britifh  witnefs,  nor  by  thofe  atten- 
*^  tive,  circumftantialj  refpeftable  witneffes 
**  Major  Sweafey  and  Captain  Wild;  not 
V'Onc  of  the  whole  five  can  remember  a 
^*  word  or  circumftance  refpefting  the 
"  Colonel's  damning  Reeves  s  king  and 
"  country  J  attempting  a  fecond  pafs^  and 
^\  being  prevented  by  Buchanans  /citing 
''  the  firelock  y   to    all   of  which  all  the 

,    "Pther 
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*'  Other  witnefles  havfe  politively  IWom**-— 
*^  Upon  the  whole,  I  contend,  that  no 
•'  contradiftioii  of  witnefles  could  invali- 
*^  date  their  teflimony  more  than  fuch  an 
**  exa£t  confbrmity  in  circumflances,  fen* 
*^  tences  and  words,  when  it  was  for  the 
"  purpofe  of  five  perfons  tt>  recolleft  the 
**  fame  Hory,  and  an  equal  conformity  in 
*^  the  want  of  recolle6tion  in  circum* 
^*  ftances,  that  muft  indifpenfibly  have 
*^  been  as  manifeft  to  their  obfervationj  as 
•*  to  that  of  any  other  witnefs* 


cc 


I  owe  an  apology  to  the  Court  for 
having  dwelt  upon  the  invalidation  of 
*^  thefe  witnefles  longer  than  was  necef* 
*^  fary ;  for  the  weaknefs  of  their  inflrruc- 
*•  tor,  whoever  he  has  been,  has  counter- 
^'  a6led  his  wickednefs,  and  it  would  do 
*^  no  harm  to  this  profecution,  to  give  a 
"  full  fcope  to  their  tefliimony,  becaufe 
*'  there  is  no  maxim  in  law  more  clearly 
^*  laid  down,  and  more  generally  under- 
M  2  'J  flood. 
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f *  floods  thian  that  ^^  no  affront  hy  words  of 
i^  g^'res  only  is  a  fiiffcient  provocatim^  fi 
^^  asto  excufe  or.  extenuate ^Juch  dSlt  of  vio-^ 
i^'Iekce.as   manifejHy   endanger   the  life:  of 

^■^  another,.   .        .  •'.••• 

I  5*  TBife  n«xt;  matter  to  wIikK' the  wit^^ 
Jfiiieffcs  ill  defence  liave  gone,  is  the  ftab^ 
-^^-bing  of^Trudgctt'ontiie  BtJi  of  January, 
t^arid  there  .Mlbewift. their  teftimony  has 
?*:  ferred' to:  a^ravite,  inftead  of  contra^ 
*'  difting  the  charge.  Seijeant  Kettle,  in 
*'  particular,  exprefsly  fays,  he  thought  the 
**  foldiers  deferred  Jiabbing,  as  they  would 
^^ 'not  get  out  of  the  way  5  and  in  anothei" 
^' place,:. that  laughing  and  fncfering  ^zyVf 
^' *a\^f  V  (which  he  acknowledges  was  the 
^  only  provocation)  was  fufficient  to  juf^ 
♦^'tify-ftabbing. 
•    '  •      '---•. 

^*  I  (halt  give  the  Court  no  trouble  upon 
**  the  evid^ce  broiaght  to  prove  the  pro^ 
^  vocation  of    3;    refcue ;    the  efcape  of 

*'  Buchanan 
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**  Buchanan  was.  not  hisud  ,  withtout'  a 
**  jQnilf^  in  Court,  nor  ^capa  it  be  ferioufly 
**  coramfinted  on,  .  except  in  the  anfiyer 
'*  of  Efell  Piecce,  a^  lad  of  fixtdbi;r;ttf 
<^  the :  Judge .  Advcscate,  whoJ  afkied  Joiim' 
^-^-whether  he  thou^'he  run  the  BiTkiftr 
*-^  foldier  bfito  the  body,;  ^1^  J  believe  I  did 
**  (fays  he  triumphandy)'  I pujhed  a^bard 
^^  as  I  couUy  and  with  a  good  will^he:  cried 
^^  ovt  Ood  damn  yotu'*^  Tins  vA  but*  one  of* 
«^  feveiral  iniftances  that  might  bQ  fi^ledfed^ 
^  frcHU  thefe  proceedings^  to  fhew  thcde-^ 
*'  grge  of  rancor  to  which  the  mind*  of 
«*  the  American  ibidiers  were  eaccited/ 
**  Chitdren  that  had  Scarcely  loft  thetafte^ 
*^  of  their  mother's  mSk)  acquii^i  atlta^ft- 
♦^  for  bk)od-^~among.  thofc  front  whom' 
^•' they  took  the  example;  th^iCdioiiel* 
^^  tlmiks  a  mam  defeives.  death  i£  IhedDolk;' 
f^fiiScys  the  Serjeant  thiiAs  .theyfeinpiif 
^A  he  fijiUeg.  GqoA,  Otad  I  \^hat  i^  the^ 
^  value  of  a  Britifh;  Uft^,  atfuch  a  time;^ 
♦^jftfttch- hands.  -  \ 
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<5  fofia  former-part  of  thefe  proceedings,^ 
*f  I  expifeffeid  my  defiaiie  that  the  Judge-' 
*5  Advocate  would  explain  to  the  Court 
*^  the^ftablifhed  principles  of  law,  refpeft-* 
^.*  ing  abfent  perfons  being  acceflaries  tcy 
*^  offences  which  they  have  in  any  manv 
*?  ner  influenced,   and  almofl:  every  fen-* 
**  tence  that  has  fallen  frpm  the,  lafl:  wit-- 
*^  hefs  Upon  the  afiair  of  Trudgett,  is  a 
^?  new  call  to  prdfs  the  confideration  of^ 
*A  thofe  principles.     T  am  perfuaded  the' 
^f  learfied  gentleman,  will  npt.contradi6t 
^  f  me, '  in  the  few .  imore  leading  propoii-i. 
*5  tions  I  fhall  add  to  tHofe  I  riientioned  on 
^\  a  former  occafion,    Firft,    "  Ahy^  ndin 
^^  utkijingy  infiuencfngi-iWcwnUmmwg'aw^ 
*f  tber^  bt:it\  byword^iireward-  or:  ixample^' 
^^.  to  A>iHifchiefy^  isfttiMxefary  at  a  difiantci- 
**  Secbndly,  -^bougb  mfcbi^  is  cotAmtted 
^^hy. different  herons  tbunvtbife .propcfed  ke^ 
U  twem  in^igator  and  'perpetratjir  y  for  rW*' 
^^  fidnce^-i^^h^perfiLodes  B.  to  poifon  ,C.  he- 
**  kills  him  by  any  other  means.;.  A.  isjmfj^' 

:  /  ^</ary. 
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*«  beyond  the  term  of  foltcitatiofi'^  if  in  the 
•*  enjent  the  -  mifchief  committed  was  a  proba- 
ble confequence- of  what  was  ordered  or  ad-- 
vifedy  the  perjhn  giving  fuch  orders  or  ad- 
l^  vice  will  be- accejfary. 

"  Apply  the  above  maxims : — Colonel 
^^  Henley  direfts  his  men  only  to  knock 
*^  down  any  Britifh  foldier,  who  they  think' 
"  looks^  fulky  at  them  (you  have  feen  that 
^*  he  often  thought  a  much  greater  punifh- 
**  ment  was  due  for  fuch  a  crime  as  a  fulky 
^*  look)  but  we  will  fuppofe,  he  only  or- 
*'  ders  them  to  knock  a  man  down,  or  to 
^*- prick  him  or  Jiill  him^  ind  a  foldier  fires 
f*  down  a  common:  road,  ftick*  his  bayonet 
^^  into  one,  and  ftrikes  at  the  brains  of 
^'  anodier  with  di?^  butf  of  his  firelock, 
^  Cplonel  Henley  is  a  party  t^^  the  niif-. 
♦^  chief,  whatever:  it  may  be,  and  upon  z, 
^^  contimiation  of  the  principle  laid  down 
f*  before,—"  The  advice^  orders  or  influence^ 
M  4  ^^  are 
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^^fdllin^  ouf'J^ri4  bis  original  intenttcnf 
*f  are  in  the-  or4inary  CQtfrfe  of  .things  the  pi^o^ 

bable  conference  ofwba^  B.  docs  un4er  {b$ 
^  influence^  ai\d  at  the  irrigation  of  A.-— -4^ 
**  therefore^  in  the  jujlic^  ^f.  the  laWy  be^  h 

anpwerable  for  them* 


€i 


« 
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**  So  muc^^,  Sy:,  for  tljie  en^rpiities  ?ppvk 
mitted  uij^r  the  orders,  mflvien,c9,  erN 
^^  couragement  and  exaijipje  of  (ppl^ol 
"  Hknleyj/sviben  h^  w^  npt  pref^ntj  ^as 

V  ^or  th^  reft,,  it  is  n?pdlefa  for  me  to,  4^1- 
".  low  Ifhe  wtiiefles  bfpiaght  by:  the  (polpfliel 
"  thrqvgl^  :9l^  th^e  paj^s,  v^l^erein  theyib* 

V  ver^y  aflddiftjnftJy  cpjifirra  the  fprniOT 
*^^  evjideflic^,  upon  the  charge^  refp^ing 
^,  the,  attempt  upon  Wilfoo  ii>  the  CpIo^ 
"  nel's  fight  ajid  of  the,  ftabbing  Hadley 
"  vith  his  own  hands.-ri  fliall  only  reu 
*r^marl^  one  very  fhiking  circumftpince,^  a 
•?  little  preyiovis  to  the.  latter  £a£t,  which 
y  came  out  upon  the  ikond  examixiatioit 

"  of 


ii*  of  th^t  Mfli  hojiiofa^le  and  fenfifck  gq[ii> 
*«  tleman»  iMsyk^'.  SyKeafjjr^TrrrtAlter'  Bw-' 
**  cfeaimp  W  ran  awayv  Colodd  Harfey* 
**.  (hiivTOgrfirft  ordered  fdirie  inen  to:loii;* 
«  soadpuj:  hi^f  at  the  iwad  of  the.rthold' 
**  deliachjndent)  ?ilked  iS&jor  Sweafey  svhiat' 
**  method  he  thought  they  fhould  take  to 
**  recover  BtvchanSiak:  ^th^MiaJQrfaid.*''/i6^ 
**  keft  fuiof  would  be  tojoc^dint  the  "Briiijlf 
**  Commanding  Officer  on  the  Hilly  and  he' 
*'  made  mo  doii^t  but  be  nvould  givehimMp  i^--* 
*^  mediately"  The  Major -Went  -vritba* 
*-■  ibellage  from  Colaneii  Henley  taMajo^^ 
«*.Fafter;i  the  Bntifb  cfficer  thencomi* 
*(  in^indiD^,  r  wlna  ordered  th&  man/  \x^  h6^ 
**  fou§^tifb»^d  confined.7>-^«l  ftaatci^t&i* 
**  dicmJiftghcie  to  ftjqw,  jiot  only  what' 
*f  was  the- -pR^er  aiid' ready  ihetbidi'br 
'^ a)ioidii%-'dii&rence8  an«t^itt  blood  in 
*<-&£l|  buvs^  to  iliew'dtflt  Idas  slii^iK^^ 
*i jwa$  ^i^src  mi  th(^  JadtgitteiiK  '^•'yoiif * 
♦•"Wft  tSm^eifatJfr  ofifeiarii-i— ^he-Ml^i?* 
J«proM»to-%,  isfeat <a>ldflfeliHeiSte5r- «!>-' 
"■'"■>  '*  ;*  peared 


jyff.       iNTERiok  travels' 

*^:pcared  perfeftly  ratisfied  with  the  an** 
*'  iwer  he  brought*  frcMn  M^or  Fofter,  but" 
•^  it  is  well  worthy  remark,  th^  the  vio-' 
**  lent  aift  of  ftabbing  Hadley,  was  com-^ 
*f  mitted  in  the  interim  of  Major  Sweafey  V 
Jf  leaving  Colonel  Henley  and  his  return. 


cc 


Tlie  whole  Arefs  of  the  evidence  updii* 
^  slhc  defence  i  have  not  remarked  upon, 
*^  goes  to  one  iingle  point,  viz;  to  prove^ 
•^.provocation*  I  have  admitted  that  a 
*f  cchtry  was  knoqktd  down,  as  I  readily' 
^.  admit  every  (lighter  Iprovocatiom  alledg-* 
^i  td>  i  and  fliall  not  givela  momtent:!s  irdti-' 
*f  ble  tothe  Court,,  ih^dition  to  wiiat*  P 
aigued  and^iioted  ia  a  fonaiirjpart^bf^ 
thcr proceedings, upon  thisiutafefti  from^ 
*!:Uttdeniahle  authority  of  law--- ^laffume* 
*^it  :to  be  tmdeniabk,  becaufe:'\I.  under^^ 
^t&kaiA^  gelitlemen,  that  the  ^aimin^  ahd> 
*^i»aiifton  law  ofEnglap  grwt^ 

l^.of  theSt?U:\jte'I^aw,  ara,  notwith''^ 
•Jpj^S  iyQU|>i/p5e|ga|  .d^^^mm^ .  in- 
by:-^  "  '  !!ft)rcQ 


cc 
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^•fdrce  iand  '^rd^ice  in  ybiir  Govemitieiit;' 
^^  and  that  your  Articles- o£  war  arealmoft' 
2  tranfcripts  fix>m  ours.  r        ^  > 


"  The  maxims,  then,  to  wHch  1 .  have 
'^  alluded  will  hold  equally  good  in  martial 
l^  and  other  judicatures. 

:  "1  have  only,  Sir,-  to  revert  to  thd  lead- 
*^  ing  propofition,  aiid  afiirfti  that  the' 
^*  charges  are  proved  in  the  fullpftman-' 
*5  ner,  even  by  tlife  prifoner'switiicflbs*' 
^fiftisnot  for  me  to  iuggeft-ani^fepinion' 
•^  «^n  the  nattii«-6f  paniftim«it.  I 
«  fcoi^  ih&  idea  pit  ^h(S^  the' 

^^  mbft  rigorous  fentence  j  and  the  -moft' 
.*f  perfeft  acquittal  wpuld  not  :barm  me 
•^fiirtheu,  thaa- that- fuch -att:ex;toq>ld 
*f  ini^t  'Continue  tibe-inXecutity  of  the' 
•t troopsi  Iriflexibleand impartial jxifticei' 
ff  and  rigid  •difcipline;  are  the:  vital  tjadn* 
f ^  dples  upofl  whielr  a  Rcpubfic  rifei  to 
!5  {aatunty^  andeftablifhesitfelf  inrefpe£): 

!*  and 


17^  INTERIOR    TRAVRJ.* 

«id  fems^-? — Should  the  Court,  np^ii 
due  r^6tbn>  fijiad  thde  principles  re-' 
"  concileable  with  koity  in  theprefent 
"  cafe,  and  the  great  tribunal  of  the  world 
"be  of  a  contrary  jw^Bftcht,  this'.catifo 
*'  caiHootbe  &id  to  have  JBoifcarriedc:    .. :  ' 

**  As  to  the  difpleafure  which  this  pro-, 
"-^ecutionmskyhnng  upon  me,  I.lfpj:,  in 
**.the  ftfefeirt;t«Biper;;o^'tbis  pa5tx)f  the 
*•  country,  it  It  npt  to  be  ^vokkd*:   I 
*!  ftiadm  thig  circki  ^.%eft nn  unpopidftri> 
"  withi<tlui£:faa2gune  (Oismiesof  Britabii^* 
**  perbapa.'oaftAipowjousiiehiirate,  ri5l^$» 
"  Atiwtjon,,  .th©»gb,di%reea^le»  4Qt9cJk>V 
**miakc  »ii  roii^rabk*; .  J  wi^.  rtjyfiitfriit' 
*^ ?theiinte|rii^o£ to^vkiteniac«ub  jindiSfii* 
'^ilpok-CDUiDd  msmika  faiilc;    ^oiplaciav 
•f  He  iaatfodis  Ar&aiiee  weed  in  cvafj^lmli* 
"cabl.  r6oiix.i£(  av«ii8x>aD0i  .and !  Ioil>  ondfcr* 
*'  itbc;{dim  and  morQcabiqidaDt  growJblK  t>^ 
*f  cultirated  hunuinity^lr-KFo  idte  muk^a^e* 
'*  wl^  oiily<  vegazdi  inb.  iii^tji  thp  tcanfimf 

I..  "  **  angep 
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.«  anger  that  pblitlcal  opmions  and  the  oc- 
"**  currences  of  th&  time  occafion,  I  retain 
-^  M©t  a  thought  of  refentmenti  becaufe  I 
^  ^Icnav?  the  diipofition.  and  hour  will 
rromt,  vnhtn  JhaSintfs  of  principh^  tha\: 
£avorite  cliara^eriftic  in  America,  will 
recommend  me  ainohgft  my  worft  6ne- 
rrrics  *  As  Chrlftianb  I  truft  they  witl 
ibrgivemcj  in  fpitc  bf  prejudice  I  khoW 
they  will  refpe6tntCi 


K< 
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-•*  Biit  front  the  prefent  refentfiil  fentU 
incnts  of  this  audience,  fhotlld  I  carry 
**'  thy' apprehenfion  further^  and  fuppofe 
It  poffibie  that  mifapprehenfion  or  mif- 
reprefentation  of  my  conduCi:,  fhould 
operate  upon  the  fupreme  rulers  of  this 
country  to  treat  me  with  feverity,  I  hope 
Ilhould  fHll  find myfelf  prepared. — Let ^ 
**  ftifjpenfion  be  added  to  fufpenfion,  and 
"  health  and  formne,  and  fame,  and  life, 
**  became  fuccefiive  forfeits  in  this  lingering 
**  war— I  Ihall  lay  at  laft  down  my  devoted 

"  head 
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/'  head  with  this  confblitary  reflcftioi^' 

•*  that  I  have  done  what  I  ought that  I 

^*  have  performed  to  the  beft  of  my  power 
,**  my  duty  to  my  country,  to  the  Britifh 
y  troops  under  my  charge,  and  to  my- 
**  felf — -and  above  all,,  it  will  be  confola- 
y  tion  to  refle6t,  that  however  mifinter* 
**  preted  or  abufed,  I  have  afted  in  all 
•**  inftances,  and  Ipecifically  in  this  trial; 
**  without  a  (park  pi  private  malice  to- 
**  wards  any  individual  foever.  With  this 
y  declaration  I  opened,  with  the  fame  I 
•^  conclude,,  and  have  only  to  afTure  the 
Court  of  my  acknowledgements  for  the 
patience,  the  attention,  and  the  civility 
which  they  have  heard  me.'* 


u 


:  Common  juftice — the  laws  of  Nature 
and  of  arms,  were  never  more  forcibly 
depided,  that  in  this  flight  of  ingenuity 
and  of  eloquence,  in  which  nothing  ap- 
peared more  confpicuous  than  truth,  nor 
blazed  higher  than  humanity — determined 

prejudice 
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prejudice  and  enthufiaftic  rage  alone  could 
withfland  it — ^you  might  read  conviftion 
itfelf  in  every  face,  afhamed  to  be  convic- 
ted— and  fee,  what  will  perhaps  never  be 
feen  again,  the  blufh  of  confcioufncfs  on 

the  cheek  of  an  American ^for  black  as 

their  hearts  are,  their  countenanceJfeldom 
betrays  them. — Thefe  are  my  fentiments, 
abftrafted  from  party  or  intereft,  God  fend 
I  may  have  reafon  to  change  them. 


Yours,  &c. 


LET- 
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Camtridge^  in  ttmx)  Bi^limi^ 
:  March  20,  1778^     *; 


MY   DEAR  FRIENO, 

ID  Y  this  time  you  are  become  highly 
•■^  interefted  fpr  the  iffue  of  this  trials 
and  therefore  I  fit  down  to  give  you  the' 
Judge  Advocate's  reply,  and  the  fentencc 
of  the  Court.  After  the  General  had 
finifhed  his  fpeech,  Mr,  Tudor,  the  Judge 
Advocate,  a  little  v^  conceited  fellow, 
in  a  pert  flippant  manner,  addrefled  the 
Court  as  follows :    » 


€€ 


Mr,. 
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•♦  Mr,  Frtfiientt  and  QtntUmen  of  tbe 
«  Qatrt, 

**  It  has  at  M  become  my  duty  tc»  ludi 
*•  up  the£b  proceedings,  which  by  acddentv 
*'  and  other  unavoidable  cauies,  have  been 
'*  drawn  on  to  this  peiiod)  the]^  have  cx^ 

cited  much  talk  and  public  difquifilion, 

but  have  acquired  greater  force  fr<»n  the 
«*  atuUties  of  the  profecutor,  than  ftom 
*'  their  real  merits* 

«•  Pains  have  been  taki^  ituitftetf^^ 
**  lujing  art  has  been  ufed  to  perAiade  die 
**  CoiaTt  to  confider  what  may  be  the  po* 
pular  opinion  in  other  countries  j  bu^ 
gentlemen,  though  it  was  neCejQiuy  £ot 
**  the  pitilic  homtt  that  Colonel  Henley 
**  ihould  be  removed  fr<Mn  his  command, 
**  that  firft  a  Court  of  Enquiry^,  and  then 
**  aCofut-martial  ihould  be  heldj  you  will 
'*  now  regard  the  meriitf  as  they  dfie£l:  the 
**  Officer  under  trial,  and  the  iervice  of  the 
*«  States  alone.--— The  Court  fits  upon 
N  "truth 


«< 
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*^  truth  and  honor,  the  ftrongeft  ties  upbn 
"foldiers;  you  will  decide  upon  thofe 
*-*  motives^  and  upon  juftice,  andyour^pro- 
V:ccc<lings^will  ever  remain  a  teltimony 
^-a^nft-aay  men  who  would  dare  to  ac- 
^/xritfe-ybiXdiF  partiality.  -      * 

,-•:  ::^  ;;::-;;    r  ;  ■^. .  -    .  .•  .  :^  * 

t.><fft  is  Jww  rrty  duty  to  ftate  the  fafts 
« iis'thty  Vife  from  thdleVidence,^  -ftrippfed* 
**  of  all  tliat  meretricious-cdouring  which: 
*'  uncommon  ingenuity  and  refined  elo- 
^*  qtjence  have  cthro^Snii  apbn  it.  It  i«  ilot 
*?  ihy' M^ettfioA  ^tbficateh  the  crjiiwd'  by* 
^'welKitumed  peHodfiy  J  am  fehfibk-x>f 

*f:  my  -deftdency. 1  am  ah  American/ 

^  warmly,  attached  to  my  country,  known 
**;  to:  be' a^ friend  to  tHi  prifoner--^et,  iidt- 
*11witMandkig  tdhfoferbaftmsmay  with  the 
*fJealou$  fabjed  ih6  >t6^-eerifur^; -I- fhall 
•>i  endeavoiir  to  preserve ^s  impartial  a4inc* 

**.as  poffiblfe 1  am  determined  Iri'  tiiis 

*^  catife  t<)  be  of  no  party.- 

;I. .  /:  '*  *^^  **  Infinuations 
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**  Infinuations  of  a  general  maffacre 
^'^  have  been  drefled  out  in  all'  the  pomp 
**  which  attic  language  could  give>  and 
"  wanted  only  truth  to  have  made  it  felt 
'**  as  far  as  the  public  were  concerfteS.  *  It 
.**  is  Unneceflary  to  fay  more  upon  that 
**  fubjeft ;  I  have  endeavoured  to  reduce 
•^  the  other  charges  into  method,  and 
**  propofe  to  fcparate  them  into  fiVe  fafts, 
**  in  dl  of  which  Colonel  Henley  is  con- 
>*  fidcrcd  as  a  principgd  or  an  accfeffaryj   ' 

\  *^:The  Jfifft  is  as.a  pcinfcijwli  .withrc^ 
**  fpeft  to  ftabbing,  wounding,  of  pricks 
*'  ing  (for  it  has  been  called  by  each  of 
**  thefe  terms)  Corporal  Refeves,   of  the 

**  ninth  regiment.  -.it'. 

^*  The  next  is  to  prove  a  Provingial 
"  Serjeant  having  ftabbed  Thomas  Trud-. 
«f  gett,  of  the  twenty-fourth  Tegiment ; 
"  Colonel  Henley  in  this  appears  only  an 
**  acceflary. 

N2  *^Thc 


l8p  INTER](OR    TRAVElJj 

"The  third  is  the  ftabbing  of  Wilfon, 
*•  in  whi?h  Ukcwife  he  is  confidered  as  an 

i  "The  fourth  faft  alludes  to  thcftab- 
**  Imag  Cgrporal  Hadley,  in  which  Colonel 
"  Henley  is  a  prindpal. 

.  f l»'lThe  laft-  icontains  a  general  prindple, 
*hnDt:only.df  -all  the  American  cheers 
**^  bmg  Uoo<tily  inc&ud.  towards  the  6ii-> 
**  tifh  troops,  but  that  Colonel  Henley 
^*  foidered  apd  «ncduraged  principles  of 
<*'|M|  bloody  nature; 

•*The  cadence,  gentlemen,  muft  be 
"  read,  and  I  (hall  firft  read  that  of  the 
**  pr<^ecution,  and  then  that  in  fupport 
"of i&e defence,  fa€tbyfa6t. 

"  The  firft  faft  ij  vnth  refpe^:  toCblo- 
«  nd  Henley's  ftabbing  Reeves    {befe  ^ 

"  read  tie  evidence  m    both  Jides.) It 

"  may 
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*f  may  be  neceflary  to  mention  a  few  cir- 
**  cumftanccs. 

^*  It  appears  from  the  evidence  of  Major 
**  Sweafey,  that  Colonel  Henley  went  to 
*•  the  barracks  with  the  temper  of  a  man 
**  going  to  gratify  benevolent  feelings. 


44 


The  prifoners  were  ordered  out  and 
paraded,  and  .the  Cx)lonel  addrefled  them 
**  mildly- 

^*  The  Court  fitg  to  judge  of  the  cr^di- 
**  bility  pf  the  witnefies  j  there  may  be 
**  charafters  of  fo  fufpiciops  a  nature  that 
**  though  they  cannot  be  abA>lutely  ac- 
*•  cufed  of  pejjufy,  yet  circumfl:ance$  ap- 
**  pear  ftrong  againft  th^m. 

^*  The  Court  will  be  pleafcd  to  recol- 

*•  left,  that  Buchanan  was  afterwards  the 

**  means  of  getting  Hadley  ftabbed,  and 

^  the  Court  will  give  what  regard  they 

N  3  *^  chufe 
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"  chufe  to  the  credibility  of  his  teftimony : 
"  Upon  the  whole,  it  appears,  that  Reeves 
*f  behaved  with  great  infolence.  It  may 
**  be  colle6led,  that  his  looks  and  manners 
"  were  more  provoking  than  his  words, 
"  which  may  frequently  be  the  cafe,  yet 
"  with  all  this  provocation,  there  is  ^lo 
"  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  Colonel  even  in- 
**  tended  more  than  to  frighten  him  to 
"  filence  5  the  very  aft  fhews  it,  the 
"  bayonet  was  placed  againft  his  breall,  - 
"  not  thruft  with  violence  -,  this  appears 
"  from  the 'teftimony  of  many  witneflfes, 
^^  and  the  arguments  to  invalidate  fome 
*^  of  them  are  veiy  uncommon,  viz*  that 
^^  they  have  exaftly  agreed.  I  beg  the 
*V  Court  to  recoUedl  with  what  an  ^xr  of 
**  fincerity,  as  well  as  acutenefs,  one  of^ 
"  the  youths,  in  particular,  gave  his  evi- 
"  dence :  His  ingenious  manner  muft  have 
*^  ipade  an  impreffiQn,, 

♦•  The- 
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^^'  The  beneral  has  called  upon  me  to 
•**  explain,  whether  Colonel  Henley's  diA 
*^  mounting  and  taking^a  firelock  was  not 
:**  malice  pr<ipenfe  in  law  ? .  I  thipk  not^  for 
**  the  aft  that  followed  it  feemed  h<*  the 
>*  effeft  of  any  malicious  intenticm,      \ 

"  The  next  fa^  is  the  ftabbitjg  Trud- 
f^.  gett/'     (Here  he  read. the  evidejict  cti  both 
Jdei.)  '  ,,  ' 

*^  A  great  deal  of  ftrefs  h^s  l)cen  laid 
.**  upon  the  dodlrinc  of  accomplicfey  arid 
f  *  the  General  has:  argued  with  a  knowr 
**' ledge  and  ingenuity  that  would  do.credij 
**  to  the  ableft  of  my  profeffion:;  jbut  the 
**  doftrine  does  riot- apply,ihecawfe  there 
f^  is  no  pjQof  norre^on  to  fup^ofc:  that 
^*  the  Colonel  had. given  fuch  orders,  or 
^  ufed  fuch  influence  as  to  excite,  men  to 
f^  afts  of  violence.  .  His  v(^ritten  orders 
**  indeed  prove  the  direct  con trSiyijund 
^*  jf  a  fuperior  in  commancl  is  refponfible 
^  J^^  "  for 
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♦»  for  ev^  ai^lon  (rommitted  by  hi?  ia- 
♦*  feriors,  ^  well  might  we  make  the  Gc 
**  ueral  a  psuty  in  the  mw^er  of  Mifii 
Matcrea  (the  cataftirophe  of  this  yoong 
Lady  |  mentioned  in  a  letter  to  yon 
during  the  ^ampai^)  "  ba^ufe  die  In<« 
^^  dians  who  committed  that  murder,  were 
f*  xaadeu:  the  General's  orders  i  an  aft  of 
'f  *  whidi  J  believe  he  ftands  ac(][uitte4  'v^ 
**  the  ppinipupf  every  perfon  " 

T  think  you  vnll  coindde  m  opinion, 
fhat  i\M  Judge  ^dvoca^  plainly  evinco^ 
his  profeffion,  ^  I  think  the  compariioii 
pixi  in  np  degree  lipid  good:  pne  lyas  in 
0me  pf  hpitilities,  where  twp  parties  are 
•  jpppofing  e^ch  other;  the  other  ^t  a  tune 
trhen  2^  &t  pf  IQ^  tinarmed^  priicHiers, 
pre  in  ?i  peaceable  coTmtry,  an4  aniepi4>|e 
0  the  laws  pf  the  State  fo|r  apy  giine  tiiey 
committed,  thei^fore  pould  Q^y  h^  meant 
as  an  pblpquyagainft  the  General. 

■  :.  ^*Thc 


« 
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"  Thepextfacl)  which  is  that  of  flab- 
bing  Willbn,  you  v^ill  find  depends 
,^^inuch  upon  the  refcue  of  Buchanan. 
*^  The  Court  will  judge  whether  this  was 
**  a  refcue  or  not;  if  it  was  one,  I  will 
**  maintain  that  Colonel  Henley,  exdufive 
**  of  his  military  command,  confidered 
f^  only  as  a  private  magiftratc,  in  peace- 
^  able  times,  was  juftified  by  law  and 
^^  cuftom  in  putting  to  death  any  perfon 
^*  who  attempted  to  force  a  prifoner  out 
^*  of  cuftody;  and  this  leads  to  the  con- 
f^  iidenitdon  of  the  principal,  and  I  muft 
^^  ccnifefs  the  moft  unaccountable  tranf* 
f*  afijon^.the  ftabbing  of  Hadley,  (Evh^ 
j^eace mtkothjidei  read.) 

1*lt  mijft  be  acknowledged,  Aat  C<J- 
<^  kiaei  |I$nley  ^£tcA  in  this  ^Sak  with  % 
_f  Aegrpi  of  waixntb  which  his  beft  friends 
f*  icannot  defend,  and  it  muft  rtft  with 
f  f  die  Court  to  combine  the  various  dm 
*  inimfiances  of  iusiituation,  and  to  con- 

"fider 
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"  fider  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  pro-. 
"  vocations  he  received.  If  they  can  fup- 
"  pofe  a  man  capable  of  deliberately  and 
**  wantonly  running  an  innocent  man 
"  through  the  body,  they  will  be  bound 
*''  by  their  oaths  and  their  honor  to  infill!: 
*^  aproperpunifhmentj  pn  the  other  hand,r 
"  if  they  think  fuch  repeated  provocation, 
^^  fuch  infolence  and  infult,  as  were  offered 
^*  daily  and  hourly  to  the  troops  under  his 
f^  command,  and  particularly  before  his 
<*  eyes,  in  the  reicue  of  Buchanan,  th^  will 
*^  majce  due  allowances  for  a  high  fpirited 
^^  officei^,  animated  in  his  duty  and  by  t€^ 
-  *  fentment  for  affronts  offered  to  hij 
"country.  As  for  the  fuppofition  that 
**  Colonel  Henley  foftered  and  encouraged 
"  principles  of  a  bloody  nature  by  hisge- 
^^  neral  conduct,  it  needs  no  other  con-^ 
"  futation  than  the  want  of  any  proctf  oti 
"the  other  fide,  and  his  general  charafibef! 
"  My  friend  is  known  to  be  of  a  winif 
_"  temper  5  it  muft  be  allowed,  wankith  h^ 
*  "  carried 
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*^  carried  him  too  far ;  but  a  more  gc-* 
*^  nerous,  honorable  or  humane  man,  does. 
^^  not  live  in  the  American,  or  any  other 
*^  army.  The  behaviour  of  the  Britifh 
*^  troops  in  general,  w^ho,  notwithftandhig 
^*  their  fituatioti  treated  ours  upon  every 
*•  occalion  with  pride,  contempt  and  out- 
**  r^^gCi  is  notorious,  and  the  inftances 
«<  were  many  which  called  upon  an  officer 
^*  for  inftant  and  exemplary  chsUlifement. 
^^  How  little  it  was  to  be  obtained  by  ap- 
*♦  plication  to  the  Britifh  officers,  appears 
^*  by  what  paffed  with  Colonel  Lind,  and 
♦*  \>y  other  parts  of  thef?  proceedings/* 

Leaft  you  might  be  led  to  ima^e  tliat 
the  Britifh  officers  were  culpable,  1  fhall 
quote  part  of  Colonel  Lipid's  evidence,  to 
point  out  wherein  the  Judge  Advocate  had 
xnifapplied  the  evidence.  After .  proving 
the  centry  fired  upon  a  woman;  arid  with 
great  difficulty  got  accefs  to  the.  American . 
officer   that   command^ed,    fays    Colonel 

Lind, 
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Lind,  ^^  I  related  to  him  what  had  pafibd 
between  the  woman  and  the  centry,  beg~- 
^g  he  would  order  him  to  be  confined; 
that  the  affair  might  be  enquired  into,  be 
told  me  be  could  not   (thefe  are  the  words 
the  Judge  Advocate  has  applied  vice  n)erfa) 
and  that;  the  centries  hadp^iculaf  orders 
to  fire  upon  all  women,  as  well  as  foldiers,' 
who  attempted  to  pafs  them.    I  then  oh-' 
ferved  that  it  was  a  very  extraorcUnary  or- 
der, that  I  was  fiire  General  Heath  could 
never  intend  that  women  fhonld  be  iSred 
upon,  and  that  it  mufl  have  been  ai  mis- 
take; he  replied^  that  it  was  not  his  par*' 
ticular  affair,  that  the  centry  had  his  or^ 
ders,  and  I  might  feek  redrefs  eliewhere  | 
¥^c  then  parted.^— This  is  the  whole  cviit 
dence  of  Colonel  Lind,  therefore  I  leave 
you  to  judge  how  it  can  have  the  kaft  affikp 
nity  to  what  Ae  Judge  Advocate  has  in- 
finuated,  that  no  redrefs  was  to  be  ha4 
fiom  the  BritUh  officers :  but  to  the  con!, . 
(iufion  of  his  ipeecfa^ 

♦Uwill 


«< 
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^^  I  will  trouble  the  Court  no  longer- 
it  may  perhaps  appear  that  I  have  pleadU 
^^  ed  for  Colonel  Henley  more  than  I  pito- 
•*  pofed  when  I  began :  He  is,- 1  confefs, 
^*  my  friend;  the  man  I  efteem  for  the 
^*  goodnels  of  his  heart,  for  his  fpirit  as 
^^an  officer,  and  the  attachment  to  the 
**  caufe  of  his  country  j  and  if  I  have 
^^  erred  in  making  myfelf  more  his  cbun^ 
^*  fel  than  couniel  for  the  proiecution,  I 
^*  have  done  fo,  becaufe  I  thought  a  cauie 
^^  fofpoTtsd  on  one  fide  by  fo  able  an  ad^ 
^^  vocate  as  General  Burgoyne,  required 
**  every  poffibk  fair  afliftance  on  the 
•*  other." 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  Judge 
Advbcate*s  fumming  up  the  evidence,  he 
b^notc  taken  the  leafE  notice  of  the  Co^ 
loners  i^peech  to  Seijeant  Fleming,  whichi 
in  my  opinion,  points  out*  his  charafber 
y€fy  ftrongly ;  nor  has  he  confuted  the 
witnefies  produced  in  fupport  of  the  pro^ 

fecution. 
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fecution,  but  wifhes  to  imprefs.the  CourB 
that  Colonel  Henley  is  a  good  man,  and 
to  take  his.  word  for  it,  as  he  is  his  partis 

cular  friend.     .      : 

,  '  ■■■      .  .     ...   * 

:  This  trial,  which  commenced  the  ^otH 
of  Jartuary,  and  by  adjournments,  \was 
yrotra£led  till:  the  loth  of  February;,  you 
muflrnaturally  imagine,  raifed  our  in»ety, 
as,no!doubt  it  dbesyaujts,  for  thefintcnce 
of  the.Court,  when  it  was  givjen  toGenci^l 
HeaA-^bfut.  it  was  not  given  owt^  \t^  Mie 
527th  of.  February,  thus. you  have  it^wr-^ 
batim from  our  general  orders. . ;    /, ^ ,  j 

Head  garters,  Bcfion,  Feb.  27,  1788 

Extract  from  General  Orders., 

**dcilotetetDav^id^  Henley;  late  Cote- 
^*  mandihg  Officer  of  the  poft  at  Cam- 
«*  bridge,  tried  at  the^  Special  Gcaicral 
♦*  Cotut-  Martial,  whereof  Brigadier  Ge- 
♦^  neral  Glover  was  Prefident,  accufed  by 

**  Lieutenant 


<& 
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^ieuteiuu^t  General  Btirgoyne,  of  a  ge-' 
lerai  tenor  of  language  and  condufl: 
tlaeiisoiifly  criminal'  as  an  officer^  and 
mjanbecoibing  as  a  man,  of  the  moft 
^  ixidecdit,  violent,  vindiftive  fevcrit]^ 
^  .s^L^^ainil  unarmed. men)  iand  of  an  intSen^^' 
^    -«£aonaL murder, ....  :  >    '* 

.  ^^iThc  Qourt,  afttr  mature  confidMa*^ 
^^  -tipn\,  acf  bf  opijuQn^.rthat  ^e,  cbArge 
'^  sugaini^  Colonel  Ifeil^' is  ,iK)t  Tupport-^ 
•^    ^di ' and)«M;h€i^fe^ j^fchlurged;..frftin  Jiis 


i  ...A^i 


•J      *  *  The  General,  approves  the  opinion  of 

^^-^t:lle  Court,  thank^yt^em;  for  their  un- 

*^*  vvearied  endeavors   to    inveftigate    the 

^^  *^uth,    and  orders  Colon^  Henley  to 

*'  reafFume  his   command  at  Cambridge 

"immediately. 


•  ^*  The  General  thinjcs  it  to  be  his  duty^ 
. '  o^k  tliis  occafion,  to  obferve,   that  al* 

"  though 
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^^  thoiigh  the  cpndudb  of  Lieutttuilit  <3e^ 
^  neral  Burgoyne  (as  profecutodr  agsdnlfc 
^.  Colonel  Henley)  in  the  courie  of- the 
^  foregoing  trials  in  his  feverad  ^pebehetf 
*^  and  pleas  may  be  warranted  by  fiime 
**  like  precedents  in  Bntiih  Court-maitid^; 
«*  yet  as  it  is  altogether  novel  in  tibc  prt)*- 
*^  ceedings  of  any  general  Court-martial 
^in  the  army  of  the  United  States  "of 
^  ^Anerica^  "whofe  roles  and  articles  df 
''war  dirtfd^  that  the  Judge  A&iittA^ 
^'  66iiieral  (hall  profecute,  in  the  narat  df 
^'  the  United  States,  and  as  (tifierent  prac^' 
"  tice  tends  to  render  Courts-martial  both 

tedious  and  expenfive,  he  does  prdteit 

agaii^  this  mftance  being  drawn  into 

precedent  in  future. 

'    «  Signed     '      J,  Ktirn,  D.  A.Gr, 

In  confequence  of  this  acquittal,  C<^' 

nel  Henley  reaflumed  his   command  the 

next  day,  but  merely  for  form  fake,  as'lfhe 

;fi6xt-weck  Colonel  Lee  took  the  command, 

^  ::•'-''•  which 


€1 


€1 


V 


t?%r1ha:5cli  he  had  when  we  firft  arrived. 
ALifi^rt  are  mtich  better  regulatfed,  every 
llximg  is  now  in  perfe6t  tranquillity^^  and 
^  -  S^^  underilandihg  has  taken  Jilace 
l>^ti!ween  our  titooips  and  the  Amejcicahis^i^* 
GoXonel  Lee  has  remedied  one  great  evi!^ 
5^^  -which  I  cannot  help  thiiiking  Colonel 
"Tc^iiiey  was  interefted,  which  was  cool* 
periling  our  fotdiett  to  ptirchafe  all  theb 
I>^^c>vifions:  at  two  ftores  in  the  barradksi 
^^>.ci  not  permitting  them  to  fend  to  CaQi'* 
^^"iclge,  where  they  were  much  cheap3r.«<i«^ 
J^^.13^  have  been  granted  for  a  SeijeaiiV 
^^^^^  fo  many  ttlen>  to  go  out  and  purchale 
P^<;>:vifioh*j  by  which  means  the  ftore» 
^^^^not  impofe  on  the  troops^  and  th^ 
*^*^vv  fell  their  commodities  at  the  market 
P^ice*  Having  fo  long  dwelt  upon  public 
^*^a.ir8,  you  no  doubt  will  be  happy  t* 
*^^^^r  fomcthing  relative  to  my  own» 

'iFhe  refolution  of  Congrefs  in  preveht- 

^^S  our  embarkation  was  a  very  ffevcr* 

"Vol.  II.  O  trial 
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trial  indeed,  but  we  are  now  Become  more 
reconciled ;  and  as  Hope-  that  great  fop- 
port  through  life,  never  forfakes  iis,  i«re 
are  in  expeftation  that  at  the  end  of  the 
enfuing  campaign,  we  may  in  all  probsr- 
bility  be  regularly  exchanged;  for  my 
own  part,  I  have  iriade  up  my  mind  •-— .— 
and  as  I  find  Cambridge  very  expenfive, 
on  account  of  the  great  number  of  officers 
who  rcfide  there,  I  am  going  to  remove 
my  quarters  to  a  farm  hoiife,  near:  the 
town  of  Myftic,  in  order  to  live  a  little 
reafohable  s  we  have  had  no  pay  fihce  our 
arrival,  but  what  has  been  in  paper 
money,  which  lowers  very  faft,  fo  that 
you .  are  compelled  to  purchafe  fuch 
articles:  as  you  think  you  are  in  want  of, 
otherwife  your  money  will  not  be  a  third 
of  the  value  it  was  at  the  time  you  re- 
ceived it;  The  exchange  of  hard  money 
is  now  at  the  rate  of  forty  and  fifty  paper 
dollars  for  a  guinea.  What  muft  you 
think  of  the  depreciation  in   thefe  few. 

mon1;ts. 
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moiiths,  linee  we  were  made  prifoners, 
wIxGvi  we  could  with  difficulty  get  only 
nii^ie.  On  account  of  unavoidable  ex- 
pexTLces,  and  the  depreciation  of  the  paper 
cdiTency,  I  have  drawn  on  you  for  fifty 
poxzi^nds,  which  bill  you  will  pleafc  to 
horror,   and  place  to  the  account  of 


Your's,  &€• 


Oz  LET- 
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L    E    T    T    E    R       UV. 


Mjfticy  in  Nt^  l^ngland. 
May  10,  177S; 


MY    DEAR    FRIEND, 


■> 


IT  has  ever  been  a  maxim  in  all  ages, 
,  and  unhappily  formed  upon  experi- 
tnce,  that  events  are  feldom  anfwerable 
to  expectations ;  when  we  form  to  our- 
felves  a  promifing  profpeft,  how  mortify- 
ing is  a  difappointment-Huch  is  our  pre- 
fent  fituation ;  for  after  a  fecond  applica- 
tion of  General  Burgoyne  to  Congrefs, 
to  efFeft  our  liberty,  in  which  ftate  of 
ftifpcncc  we  have  been  for  a  length  of 
time,  be  has  at  laft  received  a  pofitive  de- 
nial 
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nial  to  his  repeated  foticitadons.  They 
have,  however,  on  the  3d  of  kft  March, 
paflfed  a  refolve,  that  Lteuttti^t  General 
Burgoyne,  on  account  of  hi*  ill  ftate  of 
healthy  liiay  hate  leave  to  embark  for  Eng- 
land; and  (hortly  after  this  mtelligence, 
'  he  left  the  army  for  that  pHrpofe  This 
final  refolution  c^  Congrefs^  hialtes  our 
prefent  fituation  very  trying  5  however,  we 
are  foiced  to  be  contented,  fojr  thjs^^er 
power  bc^irs  the  fwdy  all  tlie  wc^ld  Over. 

From  the  conver&ticm  of  a  number  ftf 
gentlemen  of  the  firft  liame  and  propetty, 
v/ho  were  not  quite  £0  violent  in  tl«ir  mea» 
fure  as  a  Bancok  or  B!&  Adams  >  I  havd  been 
thoroughly  cobvinced,  that  none  of  then! 
entertain  the  moft  diftant  thought  of  with- 
drawing from  our  ^  Covernment  at  the 
commencement  of  hoftiMes,  but  m^  t\^y 
Jiave  joined  in  that  hereditary  and  fettled 
hati'ed  which  the  New  Engknder^  in  ge- 
neral eyer  entertained  againil  the  conftitu^ 

o  3  tion 
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tion  of  our  Country,  both  in  Church  snd 
State,  ever  exclaiming  againft  tyranny,  and 
perfecution,  have  aflumed  a  power  un-«p 
mafked,  and  are  cruel  infojent  and  perfe- 
cuting  i  exclufive  of  their  daily  impiifon- 
ing  and  harrafliijg  the  poor  Loyalifts,  I 
think  the  trial  of  Colonel  Henley  fuffi- 
ciently  marks  their  c^arafter, 

The  Spring  Is  now  far  advanced,  and 
the  country  around  has  a  charming  ap- 
pearance ;  our  attention  to  the  many 
novelties  that  prefent  themfelves  is  taken 
off  by  the  variety  of  birds,  whofe  plujhage 
is  peculiarly  beautiful,  the  moft  remark-, 
able  are  the  Fircrbird,  Hanging-bird, 
Blue-bird  and  HiimipingTbird, 

The  Fire-bird  is  fomewhat  larger  than 
a  fparrow,  and  its  plumage  is  of  a  fine 
deep  yellow,  refembling  a  flame  color,  frona 
wjience  it  derives  its  name,  .-.. 

The 
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The  Hanging-bird  is  of  about  the  fame 
fize,  of  a  brilHant  orange,  with  a  few  black 
feathers  in  the  Vvipg>  yvhich  fo^ms  a  pleaf- 
ing  contraft :  It  appears  as  if  this  bird  was 
fenfible  what  enemies  men,  as  well  as  other 
animals,  are  to  the  young  of  the  feathered 
creation,  for  they  conftruft  their  nefts  up- 
on the  extremity  of  a  large  bpughj^  not  in 
.^he  nature  of  other  birds,  but  fufpended  at 
a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  bough, 
refembling  a  hornet's  neft ;  on*  one  fide 
there  is  a  hole  where  the  birds  enter.     It 
is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  thefe  nefts, 
though  fufpended  near  tw^o  feet  and  a  half 
from  the  branch  of  the  tree,  and  that  only 
by  five  or  fix  fmall  cords  which  thefe  birds 
make  from  the  loofe  hemp  that  they  pick 
up,   they  are  never  blown  down  by  the 
high  winds.  -  I  was  prefent  at  the  taking 
of  one  of  thefe  nefts,  and  it  was  with  great 
-difficulty  it  could*  be  difengaged  from  the 
branch,  without  deftroying  the  whole  neit. 
The  young  ones  are  the  mofl:  tr^iSlable  of 
O  4  the 


tht  feathered  tribe,  a&4  In  tlie  hands  o^ 
thofe  who  would  beftow  time  wkI  p^s»^ 
thqr  might  fee  inftrufted  in  »  variety  op 
little  tricks  wid  fencies. 

An  officer,  who  was  ill  and  confined  t» 
his  room,  being  a  great  birdr-fancier,  hadl 
(I  neft  with  thefe  young  ones  brought  him^ , 
which  he  amyfed  himfelf  with,  andfind^ 
ing  them  tradable,  he  fed  them  with  flics, 
for  which  they  would  follow  him  all  round 
the  room ;  in  a  ftiort  time  he  had  them  in 
fuch  comipand,  that  they  would  at  hi« 
defire,  retire  to  their  neft,  and  come  out 
^gain  cither  fingly,  or  air  three  together; 
one  he  had  fuch  fway  over,  that  he  would 
take  it  into  the  garden,  and  let  it  fly  into 
atree^  and  the  inflant  he  called  it,  tho 
bird  flew  and  perched  on  his  Ihoulder. 

The  Blue-bird  is  of  the  fizc,  and  nearly 
as  numerous  as  the  fparrow }  there  is  no-^ 
thing  remarkable  ?ibout  this  bird  but  iti> 

plumage. 


/ 
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plumage,  which  is  of  the  moft  beautifol 
jxiazarine,  and  when  the  rays  of  the  Sun 
jiefied:  on  it,  the  color  is  greatly  heightened. 

The  Humming-birds  are  in  great  plenty 
liLer-e,  but  not  near  fo  numerous,  as  I  am 
iri  formed,  they  are  to  the  Southward., — ^ 
Tliiis  bird  being  not  only  beautiful,  but 
Having  many  peculiarities,  and  being  the 
lealt  of  the  feathered  creation,  not  being 
^^^ixich  larger  than  an  humble  bee>  youll 
"pardon  my  entering  into  a  full  detail 
^f  it. 

The  plumage  of  the  cock  is  beautiful  in 
^e  extreme,  varying  into  an  infinity  of 
colour  $  in  one  light  it  is  of  a  lively  green, 
^  axiother  a  beautiful  blue,  and  in  another 
^  fine  gplden  color:  in  ftioit,  in  every 
f^y  of  light  you  can  poffibly  turn  it,  you 
^JiftiBguifh  a  different  tint.  This  little 
^^'eature  fubfifls  upon  the  juice  of  flowers, 
^tUch  it  fuck?  up  with  a  long  bill  j  it  is 

really 
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really  diverting  to  fee  it  putting  its  littl? 
bill  into  every  flower  in  a  circle ;  as  foon 
as  one  is  fucked,  it  flutters  to  the  next  ^ 
during  the  fucking  the  juice  out  of  the 
flowers  it  never  fettles  on  them>  but  flut- 
ters continually  like  bees,  and  moves  its 
wings  fo  quick  they  appear  hardly  vifible, 
and  during  this  fluttering  make  a  hum- 
ming noife.  This  bird  is  not  very  fliy, 
but  if  you  attempt  to  feize  it,  flies  off 
with  tlie  fwiftnefs  of  an  arrow.  You 
would  hardly  conceive  how  predominant 
the  paflion  of  envy  is  amongft  thefe.  little 
creatures ;  if  feveral  of  them  met  on  the 
fame  bed  of  flowers,  they  attack  each  other 
with  fuch*  an  impetuofity,  tljat  they  feem 
as  if  they  would  pierce  each  other  with 
their  bills.  In  their  combats  they  would 
often  fly  into  a  room:  if  a  window  is  open^ 
fight  a  Uttle,  and  flutter  away  again ;  they 
not  only  poflefs  the  paflion  of  envy,  but 
anger  j  for  if  they  meet  with  a  flower  that 
isv^ithefed,  or  that  is  withering,  ftnd  con- 
tains 
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*airxs  np  mor^  juice,  thefe  little  creatures, 
Jn  a.  violent  paffion,  pluck  it  off  and  throw 
it  0x1  the  ground.  I  have  feen  in  large 
S3.r-<3L9ns,  where  there  has  been  many  beds 
^>^  ^flowers,  the  ground  quite  covered  with 
tHe  eiFeft^  of  their  rage. 

*r}ie  Humming-bird  being  fo  exceeding 

"^^aJ.1^  and  very  difficult  to  catch,  I  was 

S^'eatly  at  a  Ipfs  to  procure  one  to  fluff 

^^'^^^l  add  to  the  colleftion  I  am  making  for 

yoxi  J  fcnfible  that  firing  at  it  with  ihot 

'^^^u.ld  fhatter  the  little  creature  to  atoms, 

^  ^fc^rxcw  not  what .  metliod   to    devife   to 

^trtain  one,  therefore  confulted  the  inha-. 

"it^^nts,  who   informed  me,    they  never 

^^'^-i^ht  them  unlefs  they  flew  into  a  room 

^^J>>^n  the  window  was  open  -,  for  a  week 

^'^ci  upwards  I    fat  in  expeftation  that 

'^^^Siri  yrpuld  happen,  during  which  time 

.        employed  ;  my   thoughts    as   to  fome 

*^'*ixcr  mode,    when  it   occurred  to  me, 

^      1  loaded  a  piftol  with  powder,    and 

put 
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put  fome  fine  fand  as  a  charge,.  I  thought 
the  great  report  would  either  (hjn  them,* 
or  the  grains  pf  fand  would  beat  tiftm 
down :  and  after  my  patience  was  qvSbi 
cxhaufted  zb  to  the  other  mode  of  catdiing 
them,  I  adopted  my  own,  which  I  found 
fucceeded  to  my  wifh;  for  feeing  01^9 
lalight  upon  a  flower,  I  fired  at  it^  ^nd  it 
fell  with  the  flower,  but  was  not  killed,  only, 
ilunned  with  the  report  -,  as  fhortly  aft«f 
I  had  taken  it  up,  it  was  near  efcapijig;  $ 
what  makes  me  imagine  it  was  only  ftmin 
ned  was,  that  the  grains  of  fand  had  not 
hurt  even  its  feathers;  but  to  afcertaia 
the  matter,  I  procured  fevcrai  only  by 
putting  powder  in  the  piftol,  which  fully 
proved  it  was  the  report  that  h^d  ^St  o« 
th^m* 

It  is  looked  upon  as  a  great  rarity  in^ 
deed,  if  the  neft  of  this  little  bird  is  fouhd^ 
and  it  is  merely  accidental,  as  they  art 
only  to  be  met  with  in  fwamp?,  when  tfe 

tre^s 
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I 

trees  are  very  thick  of  foliage.     Havmg 
pi^9cured  the  bird,  I  was  anxious  to  ob- 
tein  a  Reft,  as  I  no  doubt  imagined  that 
it  yv^ts  eqlially  as  curious  as  the  bird  itfelf, 
bujt  w^L  knowing  any  fearch  that  I  could 
JUalte  would  be  in  vain,    I  told  feveral 
j^^iqgroes,  who  where  cutting  wood  in  a 
AiS^^MPpi  if  they  found  a  neft  and  fhewed  it 
jaa^-i would  give  ^cm  a  dollar;  accord- 
ingly^ one  morning  a  negro  cafme  and  in* 
fi>rtned  met  he  had  found  one ;  I  went  with 
kujtn.mto  the  middle  of  a  large  fwamjp,  and 
^^pjingjiiiftby  wher^j  he  had  been  cutting 
55>fjae  w©od,  he  fays,  "  Mafla,  Mafia,  dere 
«l^.4^  neft^''  which  not  being  very  eafily  dif- 
Wmed,  he  gdt  a  Iftftg  pole  and  pointed  ta 
ifc  when  even  then  I  could  not  fee  it,  per- 
iBrnnginothingbutmofs;  but  teking  away 
Jfikpolfeiaflily,  he  faid»  "  Mafia,  keep  your 
eye: dew;  and  you  will  fee  de  old  one;'* 
and  fhortly  after  the  old  one  caipe  and 
fettled  on  the  neft,  betweeathe  forks  of  a 
llOttgh ;  I  afcended  the  tree,  and  was  then 

as 
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as  much  at  a  lofs  to  find  it  till*  the-ncgr<J 
pointed  to  it,  and  I  faw  the  old  biie  ctt  the 
Reft :  upon  my  approach  fhe  flew  OfF;  arid 
kept  hovering  and  humming  about  my 
head.  In  the  neft  there  were  two  cjggs  i  I 
cut  off  the  branch  the  neft  was  oti;-4«fid 
defcended  the  tree,  but  coming  dd>?^  tfi* 
main  ftem,  I  had  the  misfortune  tt)'d»op 
one  of  the  eggs  out  of  the  neft,'^S''JwfiB 
obliged  to  bring  the  branch  it  was  cHTiti 
my  mouth,  and  although  tlie  negio^- ^ffiid 
myfelf  fearched  for  it  hear  an  hmtr^'vm 
could  not  find  it;  I  Cannot  but^fay-f  ^tt^ 
heartily  vexed,  as  the  eggs  arethrfgrdatfeft 
curiofity :  it  is  rather  fortunate  1  have  due 
left  to  fend  you,  Otheirwife  yoii  W6tild 
fcarcely  credit  it,  when  I  tell  you,  that 
although  the  bird,  which;,  as  I  before  mar- 
tioned,  is'  not  much  larger  than  an  Huipcble 
bee,  the  eggs*  are.  nearly  fis^  large^as  a 
wren's.    -   ■     •  •;;•.•  ..;;*■:■; 

.:-<■:  Upon 
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'  Upoii  an  examination  of  the  neft,  I  was 
not  furprized  at  my  difcerning  it  with  diffi- 
culty from  the  other  mofs  that  grew  on  the 
tyree,  for  the  outfide  has  a  coating  of  green 
mofs,  fuch  as  is  commonly  on  old  pales,  en- 
ctofures,. arid  old  trees;  the  neft,  as  well 
as  the  bird,  is  the  leaft  of  all  others  ;  that 
which  I  have  taken  is  round,  and  the  in- 
iide  is  of  a  brown  and  quite  foft  down, 
which  feems  to  have  been  eollefled  from 
the  ftejixs  of  the  fumachi  which  are  cover- 
ed witha  ibft  wool  of  .this  color,  and  the 
|]Ji9nt.-^owis  in  great  abimdance  iierc ;  the 
ii^er  diameter  of  the  neft  is  hardly  a 
geoiaetiifcal  inch  at  the  top,  and  the  depth 
fqarcely;  hstlf  an  indhj  :  I  have  taken  pecu- 
jUaf  carer  of  it,  as  wfell  as  the  neft  of  the 
H^n^g-bird,  and  fhall  f^d  them  by  the 
firfl;  opportunity,  and  am  fure  you  will 
join  with  me,  in  the  adoration  of  that  Be- 
ing, who  has  endowed  thefe  creatures  with 
fuch  natural  inftinft,  to  guard  againft  the 
wiles  of  man  and  other  enemies  :  but  what 

creature 
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creature  is  there  either  oficnfive,  or 
inoftenfive,  but  fome  of  its  fpecies  has 
fallen  a  victim  to  the  rapacious  hand  of 
mail.  ^ 

A  few  days  fince^  walking  out  with  feme 
officers,  we  flopped  at  a  houfc  to  purchaie 
vegetables,  whilft  the  other  officers  were 
bargaining  with  the  woman  of  the  hoo&i 
I  obferved  an  elderly  woman  fitting  by  tibc' 
fire,  who  was  continually  eyeing  us^  and 
every  now  and  then  fliedding  a  tear* .  Juft 
as  we  were  quitting  the  houfe  ftie  gpt  XSp^ 
and  burfting  into  tears,  faid,  *'Gchtlc-^ 
men,  will  you  let  a  poor  diftrafted  womait 
fpeak  a  word  to  you  before  you  go  ?'*  We,^ 
as  you  muft  naturally  imagine,  were  all 
aftonifhed,  and  upon  enquiring  what  fhe 
wanted,  with  the  moft  poignant  grief  aful 
fobbing  as  if  her  heart  was  on  the  point. 
of  breaking,  alked  if  any  of  us  knew  her 
fon,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Hu-» 
berton,  a  Colonel  Francis.    Several  of  us^ 

informed 
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ilifbnned  her,  that  we  had^fbsit  lum  a^r 
lie  was  dead.  She  tiien  enquired  about  hi» 
ppcket'-bodc,  and  if  any  of  hisipif^s  were 
&k,  as  £»ne  related  to  his  eftates^  aind  if 
afry  of .  the  foldkrs  had  got  his  watch;  i# 
^y^  eomld  but  obtain  that  in  reitiembrahcief 
of  her  dear,  dear  {on,  (he  ihotdd  be  happy. 
Captain  Fergufon,  of  our  regiment,  who 
^1^'  6#  the.  party,  toid  her,  as  to  the  Co- 
VsmVs  pa^KTs  and  pocket-book,  he  was 
fearful  t^  were  either  loft  ix  ^iflioyed  $ 
but  polUti^  a  watch  from  hii  fob,  Siadt. 
^  There,  good  wom^ui,  if  that  can  makd 
*  ycjtt  happy,  take  it,  and  GodUefs  you.** 
Vr«^  were  all  »ach  furprized^ .  a&  unae* 
qtkHlited,  as  he  had  made  a  purchaie  oiit 
•  £i'btia  a  drum'^y.  On  fedng  it,  it  is  impof^ 
fible  tode^ribe  the  joy  and  gri^  that  was 
ixfidttA  in  her  countenance ;  I  never  in  all 
iny  life,  beheld  fuch  a  ftrength  of  paflion ; 
Ike  killed  it,  looked  unutterable  gratitude 
it Cf^tsnn  Fergufon,  then  kiifed  it  again; 
hoi  feelings  were  inexpreffible,  {he  knew 
Vol.  II.  P  not 
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not  how  to  exprefs  or  (hew  thelai;  ib^ 
would  repay  his  kindnefs  by  kiridncfs^  but 
could  only  fob  her  thanks;  out  feelingly 
were  lifted  up  to  an  inexpreffible  height;: 
We  promifed  to  fearch  after  the  pap^^,, 
and  I  believe^  at  that  moment,  could  havii 
hazardiedrlUffeitfelf  to  procure  them.  .  . ;  ;  . 
'  .      . .     .  **  "'     ■    * 

You'know^  lever  had  an  averfion  ta  ft^ 
as  bekig  highly  detrimental  to  the  Aoa^^^ 
and  always  made  ufeof  fome  fuhftittitp,  I 
have  i>dw  adopted  one,  which  the,  inhabit 
tants  make  ufe  of>  ever  fmce  they  lotiade 
a,  virtue  conti-ary  to  their  in<;linations>  o# 
RDt  drinking  tea  at  the  time  of  the  Bo£^ 
Port  BilU  which  is  the  flowers  that  grow 
upon  the  faflafras  tree ;  ^s  to  the  efi^cacy 
of  the  root  of  this  tree,  in  all  icorhutic 
cafes,  it  is  well  known,  I  therefore  conceive^ 
the  flowers  muit  have  more  virtue  j  tho- 
flavor  that  they  produce  is  extremely  deli- 
cious, greatly  refembling  that  of  a  peach: 

the 
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■  tJbe  faffafras  trees  grow  in  abundance,  they 
ar^  fcattered  on  the  borders  of  the  woods 
ar^<d  near  buihes  and  inclofures;  and  are 
generally  one  of  the  firft  trees  that  %ring 
^"I>  on  uncultivated  ground;  the  cows  arc 
©x-tjcmely  greedy  after  the  Ihoots  of  the 
.^ree,  and  fearch  for  them  every  where ;  if 
tHey  arc  in  an  enclofure  the  cattle  will 
fe^x^cxk  down  the  fence  to  get  at  them ;  the 
^^'^oinen  make  ufe  of  the  bark  for  dying 
^^orftcd,  which  produces  a  beautiful  orange 
^^at  does  not  fade  in  the  fun, 

*  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter  1  men- 
tioned that  General  Bur^oyne  is    failed 
^or,  England.  No  doubt,  on  his  arrival, 
hiis    enemies  will  be   attacking   him   in 
»ll   quarters,   do  not  you   be   led  away 
^th  the  general  voice  and  follow  a  mifled 
faction,  the  General,    in   every  fituation 
of  danger  and  difficulty,  ever  had  the  con- 
fidence of  the  army;    even  ir^  the  late 
P  z  recent 
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recent  aff^r  of  Golbnel  Henfey'Sj    t 

were  pcrft£Hy  fatisfied  with  his  efforts ; 

exertions  to  procure  Aem  redrefs;  m; 

ill-minded  and  malicious  perfofti  will  af 

that  he  has  fought  his  own  eafe  and  conii 

and  foifakeh  his  diftreffed  army :  In  t 

relpeft  I  can  with  the  utmioft  confide 

afl^rt,  that  neither  officer  or  foldier 

prel^  diffatisfaflion   at  liis    return 

England ;  fo  far  from  it,  it  wds  their  vi 

.  he  filould  go  to  Europe  to  juftifj^  his  c 

and  their  condudl.    He  has  fhanid  at 

times  the  dangers  and  affiidlions  in  cc 

mpn  with  every  foldier  j  they  lbk>k  bit  i 

as  their  friend^  and  would  receive  hist 

pferfon,  or  any  accounts  of  him  witil  ma 

of  afFe£tion ;  and  wifhing  you  irifiy  be  i 

prifflfed  with  thofe  ideas,  and  hoM  it  fc 

againfl  all  caltimriiators,  1  remain 
i  /. 

Yours,  &c. 


L  E 


/ 
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LETTER       LV. 


MjftiCf  in  New  En^UmJ, 
Maj  zotb,  tyjh 


MY  DEAR  FRI£ND> 


^H£  ^tentions  of^Copgijefs  are  very 
apj>afefxt  as  to  Qur  d^tettiQii  as  pri- 
^Pners,  no  doubt  as  hoft^ges,  in  cafe  pjF 
^Sijlureto.the'Southw^fl  the  enfuujg  carn- 
|^a;gn>  andj^prehenfive  tl:^  fQnae  4iy:^« 
£oa  coay  .)>e  niade  near  $Q(ion,  fo  th^^ 
ouribldieirs  poight  .either  bergleafei^,  or 
.^icape  to  any  anny  that  may  make  a  land- 
ing.   Tte-Councilof  .Bpftpn,  under  ,pre- 
,tence  that  idie  troops  would  fare  better, 
Xanove^  th^  fivik  brig^e  of  tjic  Britifji, 
P3  cdnfifting 


214  INTERIOR    TRAV£I^S 

confifting  of  the  artillery,  advanced  cor] 
and  ninth  regiment,  on  the  15th  of  1 
month  from  Profpefl  Hill,  to  a  plj 
called  Rutland,  fifty-five  miles  further 
the  country,  at  which  place  they  are 
flay  till  further  orders  from  Congrei 
the  refl  of  the  Britifh  troops  are  fhortly 
follow  J  as  to  the.Germans,  the  America 
look  upon  them  fo  tame  and  fubmifli 
that  they  are  to  remain  at  their  old  quj 
ters,  on  Winter  Hill V 

By  an  officer  who  came  from  Rutlar 
we  leam,  that  the  firfl  brigade  ani\ 
there  th6  17th,  zbont  two  o^clockj  t 
ineii  were  fent  to  barracks  that  w< 
picketed  in  with  pickets  near  twenty  fi 
high,  aiid  had  been  treated  with  gf e 
feverity,  Vfery  badly  fupplied  With  pro^ 
lions,  and  denied  to  go  out  for  aiiy  tliii 
amongft  the  inhabitants.  Th6  offlos 
with  great  difficulty  obtained  quarters 
the  neighbouring  houfes,  and  thofe  at 

'   *        confideral 
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^nfiderable  diftanc^  from'eachTather.  It 
happened  rather  fortunately  for  tiie  troops, 
thait  a  veflel. under  a  flag  csf  truce  arrived 
with  fome  neceflaiies  juft  iKifore  they 
inarched,  otherwife  the  men  would  have 
ieen  in  a  wretched  Jftate. 

-  We  do  not  fo  reidily  procure  neceflaries 
from  the  country  people  as  we  were  ac^ 

-^i^liftomed,   having  only  Congrefe  money 

^'^o  pay  them  for  their  commodities; 
'•^Coir  thqr  entertain  little  Opinion  as  to 
^i*s  Talue;  and  J  am  induced  to  think 
•  '^iliat  the  eamcft  civility  and  defire  to 
-^c^blige,  which  they  firft  fhewed  us,  pro- 
-«a»ded  from  no  other  motive,  than  that 

^4iicy  ftibuld  receive  hard  money  in  pay- 

^  Koeiit  for  theix*  goods. 

-  .  TJie  trees  are  now  in  full  bloflbm,  and 
.  9K»  evieiy  houfe  has  an  orchard  adjoining, 
rthe  country  looks  quite  beautiful;  upon 

enquiry  of  the  inhabitants,  J  find  mofl:  of 
P4  the 
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the  Eiu'opean  fruits  have  degenerated  in 
New  England,  except  t^  apple,  which  it 
is  faid,  if  it  has  n6t  impwved,  it  has 
mvikiplied  exceedingly.  I  am  the  more 
induced  to  ti^it  this,  as  the  ufe  of  cyder 
is  more  common  here,  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world.  Moft  of  our  roots  and 
garden-ftuffs  have  had  good  fucceis,  but 
die  feeds,  either  for  want  of  prc^r-cane^ 
to:  the  methods  of  preferving  l&emi  jd» 
fOft  thrive  fo  wells  wheat  is  apt  tp  be 
idighted,  faairky  grows  dry,  and  oats  yield 
inore  ftraw  ^than  grain  s  but  to  fopply 
thefb  defedla,  the  msdze,  or  Indum  com, 
^iirives  exceeding  well,  which  is  theif  .grand 
iiaple  commodity,  that  fuppUes  halh 
^fiemfelv0s  and  cattle:  as  to  Indian  coiit, 
it  is  now  fo  generally  known  ia  England, 
I  fhall  not  tire  your  patience  with  a  long 
ddcription  of  it ;  but  only  obferve,  tthat 
i)jrtt<i  the  heaOi  more  predominant  in  die 
fiiQiimer  months  in  England,  1  think  it 
-might eafily  be  raifed  5  ks  grain  is  certaltdy 

the 


file  heiatiie0^.<m4  iiU)ft;Ajxaigtbemi||^  fi^ 
^eox:  QSffik  ^d  :povi!];tr%  and  gb:^;  tibeic 
3iae»t  9  ^rmn^  and  -^iicqiaiiite  fl»vo£.  l 
^m  everfe  to  feet&igborfes  witl\kt,  l*'jfc 

^)»:ago;I  ijUK^fi  >f^«Bc&pf  rits  peraD&n^ 
•inui  e£k£ls.  jit.jui  oi^feuy,  .iwhere  a  many 

Hs  ihpifbjdxceedmglylieiated,  »rouidiiifift 
fib  it3  ibeuig  i5pd-*ti-r^:>pQor  creatuffiicBt 
^s.meal  vfiry  heartiiy^i.and  iji  aiaauttwo 
hiybts  afber  wds  ^depiivfid  of  IdiQ.ufe  lof  st^ 
tis.'lftnfasjiaiul  lay  on  the-.ground  trembling 
aja.^  Ibakiag  every  .necic  >  the  only  remady 
llfiBtJao^ld.beapplied,  iwas  tx>take  ofiiiiiis 
ilwffi,  and  jdrog  (tnm  into,  a  wet  iwa^if^ 
itlft%  waft  (i^Qariour  d9^.before  tiieiqsab. 
Am  could  4Vm^  ^  its;  legs,  and  then  :k 
•^(flficedvery'Ctip^ledi  itf^ieved  me  mudi 
■ttr4t  was  a'Vtty.£ne4:iio«>dhc)iirfe,^hat:tl)Je 
:;sMM«r  hAd4atd}y ;  gpt  -from  V»^la;  'w];^h 
^dtefer -wtd^y  fi?em  ^  tNew  0£>>^^ml 
Jitfifes}  4ot^ell0y>-of4flJtb6  vanoos-Bfieecb 
c  .;  of 
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^  that  nobl^  animal,  certainly  are  thcr 
moft  peculiar  and  diabolical  to  ride  ^  the^ 
&oribs  in  general  have  a  pretty  good  head; 
indtiedc;  and  from  that  to  their  rump^^ 
they-  fall,  rtff •  furprifmgly  5 '  tl^  arc  all,: 
without  an  exception,  what  is^^  termed 
amoagft  jockies^^ :  goofe^nunped  and  >  cat^ 
litfmdV  in  a  naitural  pace  they  Avill  fhpfflc 
cm  fbf:  eight  or  nine  miles  an  hour ;.  it  is 
Hottfaat  eafy  kindu)f  pacing  that  is  taught 
ladies:  hoHes,  but  an  unaccoimtable  wrig-* 
glihg  gait,  that  till  you  are  accuflomed  to 
4t5  you  arc  more  fatigued  in  riding  tiwji 
iniles,  than  a  whole  day's  fox-chacc;  in 
ihort,  you  cannot  ppiTibly  fbrm.ajuil:  idea 
pi  it,  unlefs  you  were  mounted  on  a  New^ 
£ngland  RofmantC)  which  title,  theyjuiUy 
merit,. for  I  affurfe  yoii,  they  are  very  much 
sa^xia  ^xote;  zpd  to  meet  .a  New-Eag^ 
diando:  riding  in  the  woods  with  his  blast- 
j^ing  iron  (the  term. they  give  to;  a  muffc^ 
.or  gun)  you  might  miftake  him ;  for  the 
Jkaightof  thcVyi:}efiilCouot«nai\ce;  thei): 
»  horfes 
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Tiorfcs  are  of  a  very  flcndcr  mdkej  and  hot 

ever  fat,  with  a  long  fwitch  tail  andtnan6 

down  to  the  horfe*s  knees  5  for  I  fhould 

obferye  to'you,  they  never  cut  eiAer,  ilicn 

the  mafter,  with  his  long  legs,  beftridcs  it, 

Vhich  are  in  ilirrups  that  the  toe  can  but 

juft  reach ;  then  Ws  upright  pofition,  witfii 

•fes  long '  lank  vifage,  and  on  his  head  m 

old  grizely  caxon  and  a  large  flapped  hat, 

"with  his  faddle-bags  behind,  and  pnmfio!fc 

'bags  before,  arid 'his  blazing-iron  on  his 

ftioulder ;  pifture  to  yourfelf  i^  nian'thtis 

Ttiounted,  of  fuch  an  dUfrS  appearance,  and 

Yorbear  to  laugh  if  Vou  can*      '^  ^  -     '-  j 

"'-  Ejrcliifive  6i  ^  Itidkn-  corny -itie  ^nhi*i:- 
"tants  plaiit  great' quantitifes *6f '-iqcRaihei^, 
'which  is  a  fpei^e^of  pnnpibns'cwrmelonir} 
^thc  fefed  of  itj  ■  \^hen  iiiip(iited  ''MUx 
Europe,  by  the  firft  frttlet^,^'''hjfe- evicT 
iince  been  cuhivated  with  afTiduity,  and 
'found  to'thrive'^irtach'  Better' rfi^ii  irt  feu- 
rope  j   die  ^it  Hay  an*  agreiiiiBIc  tafte, 

made 
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jfx^  ufe  of  at  table  a3  a  vegetable^  .an^ 
^efled  a3  tumeps.  ^ 

J..  The  ibil  of  New-England  is  varioujj^ 
^ut  I  obferved  it  was  more  profilic  tOr 
jAr^ds  tjhe  Southward  1  there  are  exceUer^ 
,;pieadows  jin  the  low  grounds,  and  good 
^fture  alipofl  every  where;  their  hc^ 
^eadow^  Avill  yiqld  about  a  ton  of  hay:^by 
S^9i^.j  fomewill  produce  two,  butjtl^t 
^rwhat.^s;termed  timothy  hay,  which  jp 
^^m|c,an(i  ^ur.  The  co.untry,  as  I  befpip 
jobferved^.  is  not  favorable  to  ^ny..graipi 
except  the  Indian  com;  lie  cattb  m 
New-England  are  very  numerous,  and 
.fonc.oftl^ec^^^  are  Ijpce* 

V^ife  in  gre^t  abundance,  and  jp;artici^ad|^ 
.excellent,  being- fattei^ed  wppnAe  Indian 

^copf,    aii4  ^^^^   ^^  ^S^  ^  to  w^g}^ 
.tw^ntji^r^vefcorei      ,  ;     .: 

I..        ..^^  ■  .-.        .   .   .■  .:..v.  ... 

We  have  of  late  been  greatly  amufed  in 
catching  of  ell-wives,  or  ale-wives,  .a  Ipe- 

cies 
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des  of  fifh,  greatly  refembling  a  herringv 
bodx  as  to  itedce  and  flafvor,  but  fomcwhat 
finally ;  they  come  u|)  all  the  cree^  anfll 
inlets  from  the  fea  at  thiis  feafon  to  fpsnnt^ 
fletf^ngiii  with  the  tide  in  large  fhoalii 
j(Hd  fWkifecdihg  as  fai*  as  they  cahi  for  frefli 
^aterj  when  the  tide  re  going  oat  they 
i«him,  at  whidH  time  they  are  caught  b^ 
Hfeai^^  of  nets  faftened  round  a  hoop^  and 
^ffiired  to  a  tong  pok ;  the  nets  are  tefy 
ikept  and  at  one  hattt  you  may  catch  tW6 
6t  ihite  dozen.  It  is  part  of  the  traffic 
of  the  inhattttants,  who  fait  them  dowtf, 
and  barrel  them  for  the  Weft-Indii^. 

I  need  not  tell  you  of  a  rcftlefe  difpofi- 
tloh  we  Englifh  ax«  of,  and  that  we  muft 
i>e  employed  on  fomething,  fitiiated  as  we 
ire,  without  books,  ncwfpapers,  or  any 
dtSiet  amnfement:  fimie  officers,  who 
cariie  from  the  Weft  of  England,  have  in*- 
ftituted  the  diveffion  of  fighting  of  cocks  $ 
Hot  ray  own  part,  you  know,  I  ever  ieftecm?- 

ing 
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it  a  barbarous  cuftom,  and  a  difgra^ 
to  our  nation,  and  cannot  but  fey  I  wa$ 
a  little  pleafed  at  a  reprimand  that  fome 
officers  met  with'  fronj  an  ojd  woman> 
,to  whom  they  had  applied  for  a  couple 
of  fine  birds  that  were  in  the  yard^  fhc 
enquired  if  they  were  to  fight,  or  to 
kill  for  eating  j  being  told  thefonner,  (he 
in  a  raoft  violent  rage  exclaimed,  "  I  fwear 
"  now  you  fhall  have  neither  of  them  j  I 
M  fwear  now  I  never  faw  any  thing  fb 
:**  bloodthirfty  as  you.  Britonions  be;  if 
*•  you  can*t  be  fighting  and  cutting  other 
**  people's  throats,  you  muft  be  fetting  two 
"  harmlefs  creatures  to  kill  one  another  ^ 
'**  Go  along,  go;  I  have.heard  of  your 
**  cruel  doings  at  Watertown-  (the  place 
**  where  the  cocks  fought)  cutting  ofi^  the 
**  feathers,  and  the  poor  creature's  coinb 
"  and  gills,  and  putting  on  iron  things 
"  upon  their  legs ;  go  along,  I  fay."  J 
could  not  help  laughing  to  fee  them  dei- 
camp  in  hafte,  as  the  old  woman  had, 
.worked  herfelf  into  fuch  a  paffion,  that 

they 
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.4  I 

they  cxpeded  flic  would  haveftraclf  theitt 
yfiih  her  crutch,  which  fhe  lifted  up  to  giv« 
the  greater  energy  to  her-  languiage.  Thia 
is  the  only  inftance  m  my  menlory,  that 
jcan  refleft  credit  on  American  humanity^! . 

•  ■    .  '     .  f,      ■      : r> 

New-England  produces  very  good  tim^ 
her,  the  woods  and  fwamps  abounding 
with  oak,  elm^afli,  cyjM-e^^'|upe,  dllefilut, 
walnut,  xcdar^faftnn/  beach,  fir,  iaflifras,^ 
and  fumach,  with  all  »)0the^- kind  ioftrcey 
that  grow  in  England; ; the  fips  jarifof  jan 
cxtraor^ary  growth,  for  maib,  yards  tod 
planks ;  the  fumach  is  much  uied  by  the 
tanners  and  dyers,,  and  the  cedar  produces 
Iweet  gums,  befides  being  extremely  ufc- 
ful  in  making  ftiingles  for  coverings  to 
their  dwellings,  as  being  the.moft  durably 
and  leaft  injured  by  the  weather;  but  the 
treafure  and  glory  of  the  woods  are  the  * 
monarch  oak,  the  fpruce,  and  fir  trees, 
which  are  in  fuch  abundance,  that  tfeij 
navy  of  England  might  be  fupplied  with 
fiJX  fort$  of  naval  (lores  at  a  cheaper  rate 

than 
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IKanfrdm  the  Baltic;  and  it  is  oil  tlhl9 
ife'coiHit  that  they  build  more  (hlpi  in  tliiif 
^^iince,  than  iall  the  other  p£(r@»  of '  Arbe^ 
rtdb;  and  they  havfe  the  reputation  ofbe^ 
in^  very  well  Wilt  and  ftrong ;  to  ^lii 
ftrength  is  chiefly  imputed  their  bdnj; 
foch  bad  faying  vdTek. 

.  foSuropeau^  the  noife  of  thcijR^ga^ 
€)€  Trldch  tl^re  are  vaft  numfabrs,.  and  of 
*V3ri6uls  fj^cjcies/  is  at  fifft  very  akrming, 
and  till  accuftomed^  you  are  at  a  lofs  to 
in^e  out  from  whence  fueh  a  Mdeout 
noife  proceeds,  there  are  thirty  different 
voices  among  them,  fome  of  which  refem-i 
ble  the  bellowing  of  a  bull.  In  order  that 
you  may  conceive  how. numerous  they  are 
all  over  the  continent,  as  likewife  how 
clahilofbus,  I  (hall  relate  a  circumflance 
which  has  been  told  me,  ai»i  vouched  fbr 
an  abfdlute  fa6t  by  the  iperfon  who^  jec* 
ktedit. 
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One  Summer  night,  in  the. month  of 
July,  1758,  the  town  of  Windham,  which 
ftands  on  the  borders  of  Winnomantic 
River,  in  Connefticiit,  was  greatly  alarm-, 
ed  by  a  number  of  thefe  reptiles  which  were 
marching,  or  rather  hopping  in  a  body, 
from  an  artificial  pond,  near  three  miles 
fquare,  that,  by  the  exceeding  heat  of 
the  weather  was  dried  up.  This  pond 
was  about  five  miles  from  Windham, 
in  their  way  to  the  Winnomantic,  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  keeping  the  road 
that  led  through  the  town  5  they  entered 
about  midnight  J  the  bull-frog,  as  being 
the  moft  powerful,  in  the  front,  the  reft 
following  5  they  were  fo  exceedingly  nu- 
merous, that  they  were  fome  hours  paffing 
through,  and  for  want  of  water  unufually 
clamorous.  The  inhabitants  were  great- 
ly terrified,  and  fled  ffom  their  beds  naked, 
near  half  a  mile,  imagining  it  was  the 
French  and  Indians ;  the  men,  after  a  little 
recoUedlion,  finding  no  enemy  in  purfuit. 

Vol.  II.  Q^  muftered 
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mullered  courage  to  ^returm  when  Jiiey 
6ame  near  the  tov7n>.  ti^iey  itoagmed  ,thcy 
diftiiKaiy  heard  the  wbnfa  fFlgbf,  HeUer-* 
kin  J  Dierj  TitCy  which  refcmbles  the.  ncnfe 
they  make,  and  in  their  fright  they 
thought  the  laft  word  meant  tre/Uy^  ivhea 
three  of  thern^  in  their  fliirts,  ap|>foached 
to  treat  with  the  General  of  the  preach 
and  Indians ;  but  being  dark,  and  no  an-^ 
fiver  given,  their  terrors  were  greatly  en- 
creafed,  and  they  were  diftra6led  between 
hope  and  fear ;  at  length  day  appearing, 
they  were  eafed  from  all  their  anxiety,,  by 
difcoyering  that  this  terrific  enemy  was  aii 
army  of  frogs,  -dying  with  thirft,  going  to 
the  river  for  a  little  water.  The  peojple 
pf  Windham  have  ever.fince  been  laughed 
at  for  their  timidity  by  the  New-Eng- 
landers  \  but  I  really  believe,,  in  a  fimilar 
Situation,  thefe  Yankees  would  not  have 
felt  themfelves  much  bolder. 


*    Atthis  feafoA'oif  theyp^^r,  cyery  »ighlt 
you  are  furrounde4  wjtji  iQu^jtr,  »ot  th« 
jmoft  harojoriic^  from  frogSj   bullfrogs, 
liooprng-DvylSj  and  tJaie  wbippur  wiU^  a  bir4 
ip  nailed  by  its  nodarnai/ong^b^ng^cKwi^ 
it»nt  repetition  of  wbipper  Willi  it  is  jJfp 
^own  by  the  nai»e  pf  the  Pope^  by  reafoa 
pf  its  }:naking  a  noife  refepibling  diat  woxdi 
yihmt  it  aii^ts  upon  4  tree  or  feno?^    % 
-jbpv^  ende^v9i^jKd:jrev^#l  times  tp  ihoot 
one,  but  owing  to  its  being  dvk,  ajjd 
their  flying  fo  exceedingly  fwift,  I  have 
jievcr  beeii  able  to  kiJJi...    By  4ie^  iafoirna-^ 
tion    I  have  gathered   from  t%  »ha-' 
bitants,   I  find  it  is  about  the  fizfi^  .of -a 
f:udcow,  with  a  fhort  beakj  Iqiig  and  nar- 
row wings,  a  large  head,  ^nd  mouth :^or-« 
.  mous,    what  is   remarkable,  it  is  ;not  a 
bird  of  prey  j  under  the  throat  tjbere  is 
a  kind  of  ikin  which  it  can  expand,  and 
fill  with  air  at  pleafure,  and  that  ei^blts 
it  to   make  the   noife  which  rdfembjcs 
Q^  the 
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the  word  Pope.  From  this  delcription,  1 
conceive  it  to  be  a  Mufquito  hawk^ 
abundance  of  which  are  to  be  feen  in  the 
day  .time;  I  accordingly  ftiot  one,  and 
found  it  exa6Hy  correfpond  to  the  dcfcrip^ 
tion  of  the  other,  only  I  could  not  per- 
ceive that  loofe  Ikin  under  its  thtoat ;  I 
rather  think  that  cifcumftance  is  imse- 
ginary,  and  am  apt  to  conclude,  tifeit  thiet 
Mufquito  hawk  and  whipper- will  arc  tWie 
fame  bird. 

I  am  forry  to  inform  you  that  the  Ame- 
ricans are  too  fuccefsful  in  cntickig  our 
foldiers '  to  defert ;  a  few  days  fmire  the 
-whole  band  of  the  fixty-fecond  regiment, 
excepting  the  Mailer,  deferted  in  a  body, 
and  are  now  playing  to  an  American  regi- 
ment in  Bofton.  The  temptations  heidoHt 
to  our  foldiery  are  veiy  great,  and  it  muft 
be  a  Corporal  Reeves,  and  fach  as  poflefg 
his  principles  who  can  withftand  them ; 

think 
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tliiiik  how  fdr  it  muft  operate  on  a  foldicr's 
imhd>  that  by  deferti<wi  he  fhall  be  free 
and  ^rote6ted,  allowed  to  follow  his  trade, 
of  if  he  enters  their  army,  obtain  a  com- 
miffi<Mi ;  there  is  nqw  a  Major  Brown,  who 
has  fome  poft  in  tfie  fupplies  of  provifions, 
he  was  a  private,  and  deferted  from  the 
forty-feventh  regiment,  at  the  battle  of 
Lexington  and  Concord.  The  fellow,  con- 
fcious  of  his  bafenefs,  when  he  meets  an 
officer  of  that  regiment,  rides  haftily  away, 
but  you  muft  allow  it  is  rather  grating  to 
be  in  the  power  and  under  the  command 
of  fuch  a  villain.  You  will  be  pleafed  with 
a  noble  jand  animated  faying  of  a  little 
drum-boy,  not  ten  years  old :  this  boy's 
father,  who  belonged  to  our  regiment, 
Ibme  time  fmce  deferted  into  Boftori,  and 
has  been  as  nigh  as  he  could  venture  with 
fafety  to  our  barracks,  to  entice  or  feize 
his  fon,  and  take  him  with  him ;  but  find- 
ing it  in  vain  he  fent  an  American  to  en- 
Q  3  treat 
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titsathim  to  go  to  his  father,  wb4n'<)lk^ 
Uttfe  feltow  replied,  "Noj  teU  Umy.fj^t 
"  ther,  if  he  is  fvich  ^vikaX  9S  tpt^^rd: 
**  hie  King  and  country,  his  iw  Mo^pfty 
**  he  has  fed  at  their,  expence,  ari^.wii||.^ 
Vio  th^  f^rvice,"    I  remain:    ■.'■;.    i 


Vour'e, .  &;c. 
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[/<yVmtt{!^rtbKb(5  ftirpifeedf  if  y«» 
Ke^r  'bt  a' 'iftdffaclte- J  •  bldody  •paV'- 
pafes'afti  aj^pdVen^'' i^nce  mylaft,  three^ 
men  have  be^h  fiitd'at,  ottt  of  whi:H»  waisc 
wounded,  but  the  moft  melancholy  cataf- 
TTophe  is  the  (fcathof  Lictrtcnant  Brown, 
of  the  twenty-firft  regltncnt,  viho^  wa*  {hot 
dead  in  a  chaife/  Jts  he  wast  con3a£Kng 
two  females  from  the  barracks.  The  cen- 
tind  who  fhot  him  was  ai  little  boy,  fcarce 
fourteen,  wha  called  out  to  hast  tofto^, 
*     '  Q^  but 
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but  the  horfes  being  headilrong,  he  could 
^lot,  and  putting  his  head  out  of  the 
chaife  to  inform  him  fo,  the  little  rafcal  in 
an  infl^t  levelled  his  piecQ  and.  ihot  fakn 
through  the  head.  Had  it  not  been  for  a 
few  of  our  officers  who  happened  to  be 
on  the  ^t,  and  the  great  difcipline  of  our 
ijaen,  the  boy  would  have  fallen  an  inftant 
facrificcij  as  it  was,  notwithftanding  the 
prefence  of  our  officers,  the  men  could 
fcarce  be  reftrained  from  feizing  the  boy 
from  the  American  guard.  By  this  fkd 
af:cid^tfell  a  brave  young  man^  who- had 
jignaliz^  himfelf  during  the  campai^y 
and  who,  had  he  lived,  would  have  bqen 
an  qrnament  to  his  profeffioq. 

When  the  matter  was  reported  to  Ge- 
neral Phillips,  he  inftantly  wrote  the  fbl- 
lowmg  letter  to  General  Heath : 

^;  **  Murder  and  Death   has    at  length 
f  *  tak^  place  J  as  to  juftice  I  do  not  afk 

"it. 
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**  It,  every  principle  of  it  has  long  forfaketi 
**  thefc.  provinces,  I  onjy  rcqueft  that  an 
*^  offiter  niay  be.  permitted  to  go  to  the 
•^ 'Hd»l<Jttm-t^^^  Wdlhington; 

p  tp  ittykh&  a^iiribefore  jiim."  '  > 

To  this  letter  the  General  received  no 
aniWeJ^i  buC  ih  ocdct  came  to :  tltts  C6m^ 
ihaa^gi)^ccf  di  -the  ^  American  -  troops^ 
4to^iput:6i^ral  PfaBtifjps  trnder  an  afreft; 
lAiiH^tci/txsq^e^hrmito  :hi8  houie  and  gar- 
-den  i^^h&rwas  accordingly  laid '  under  an 
sa^.^Alhii  h(snk^  garden  is  fur^ 
nrandedbyxentindsj;    ^      i    i '[  ■  i-  -^  ■ 

/  A '  few  days  aftci! :  the  above-  melancholy 
^eht^  permiffion  being  obtained,  the  fc- 
*mains  of  poor  Brown  were  interred  in  ^hc 
xhurbh  at  Cambridge;  all  the  officers 
fit/  Cambridge  and.  the  -environs  at- 
tended, a  moft  mournful  fight !  you  can 
cafily  paint  to  your  imagination  what  our 
feelings  muft  have  been  at  the  time,  for  the 

lofs 
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lois  6f  a  young  man  uni verfally  refpe£bcd^, 
eftccmcd^  beloved,  and  the  reflexion,  wfc 
knew  not  how  foon.it  might  he  our  ofwtt 
fate  5  for,  in  the  hands .  of  fuck.wjDetdhieS', 
our  lives  arc  very-prccairiaiiis,  antltif  Httte 
value. 

I  cannot  pafs  over  the  littknefs  of  joftid^ 
and  the  pitiful  refentn)fS)it  of  the^rAtMarit- 
cans,  in  a  veify  trilling  circumftdiice, -tun- 
ing the.  time  the  fervice  was  .petfomliiig 
over  the.  body,  the  Americana- feif!e4  f^Sut 
opportunity  of  ^  the  church  .  being  ctkpen^ 
which  had  been  ftnlt.  fince .  iHc'.coott- 
mencement  of  hoftilities,  to  plunder,  r^n- 
fack  and  deface  every  thing  they  cotldlay 
their  hands  on^  dcftroyirig  the  pnlpit^ 
reading-Hiejfk  and  communion-table,,  and 
afcending  the  organ  loft,  deflroyed  liie 
bellows  and  broke  all  the  pipes  of  a  very 
haiidfome  inftrument, 

Althougli 


..^Adboxi^itSB  G^ral'  PhiEps-^bfcrted 
hii^gt&ryrand'whnth  I  axii  induced: ttf 
bielievff/iisjthBi J}33di Jitviaticrh  .of  affiiirs  :itt 

^s<rc:ifa^ifldflititf0mlitheitr,  ^U  the  Ihaak-i 
icir'Yuisyyfarejtiot'  fc^^  dkriog  as  to  cfreriotak 
£l:»^ftr»adflitcix^UsiGripe»-wi&odt  foQ^  tqpcr 
p«ad)t0/iiBfti(B|j:i;vsKek:jtoly  to  deceive  \ho 
jpci]^Q}ai^9gitlitv«ii\%^ip£dr9nte:j(>£  it^/Iand 
"fc^Ticifeftyei  trntored  r g  Qategal  CdurtMinaitiid 
r<tiie  ,liix]^-wko  feot^lAetttenantBrowni 
^ji)wJgAen^JDf!wvJuQli!Avaa:ifeiit  IsjIGe* 
;  HeaU*.-tejGci?«fel  Phillips,,  tliat  he 
*Xiightr[giJre::dt\'in7  oiidter^  to  .tlwiBBitifh 

"^"•werali'C<feorl:-mfe»ti*Jrcthat  fat  «ppi<!^ 
*^  t^ialf  of.Tair]Jfind^^»ii^liti«et,.iof,(ih©Pt^ 

^^  >liffti8^ialcnt,.  tta<j»it)iffee  ,f»4'<:?»ti«?i, 
5^:  ltevm^iw:i»?  <Im^  %sa.go<i>d,fol4ier  ": , 

■  j^r.'O)  lo  rrnfit  .  •  f?   .y-.t"     v     .'?  'j.- :    .  ..- 

■  -  irtIiilt8,3fe,iiot  oa^y  ihewn  *>  th§  ofl^sers 
lixd  fohfiera  .i«i»wmng"  at  Cambridge^ 
,     .}  but 


butfif  poffible,  tliey-ard  trikatti^wdjriiAat 
Rutland*.    As:MrjBow^iir?tlieiiit|{e€)nt» 
the  ninth  regiment,  Litotenadt.  Tonano^ 
of:  the  twentieth  ^giment,  and  liaiteiiaiit 
Houghton,,  of  the.  fifty^tkicdvirdgiiiimr^ 
were  taking  an  evenihg^s  walk;  'th^*«cen 
met  bf  an  inhabitant,  whs>,£iom;hw 
ofBek&Man  (theifeaceakindJofoMerfteft 
to  their  xneetkig-*houfes,^':.whb:Kgidat0'|hip 
^airs  of  the^  panih,  and  Teport;  pcicfixiff 
for  rion-attendahce    a*    worftip,  octDBH 
pdlin^  thofe  walking  in  thcjftjp^^  sflt^ 
travedlb's,  on  a  Suiidayy  tx> go;  taibifte  {dacax 
of  iWGtt-ftip ;  ^they  a«  very  confb|[U)ei^iaLS 
peribifef  dnd  vety-offidonsi)   dcriyc^^  no« 
finall  ■  authority,  and  who-  had '  orir;ici«ry^ 
occailoit^  dirtiflguiftwfd  himf^llf;  for  >Hift  iif^ 
folfenc*  aild  perfeculiott  -of  '^t.pnfirmi  9^ 
^iEft\  as  Well  as  the  unfortunate  frieiids'oi^ 
Gwen^rneht,  who  had  remained:  on  .tiiat:^ 
part  of  the  country ;  this  man  of  confe-  - 
quence  diarged  thofe  gentlemen  with.hav- 
ing  trfcfpaffed  on  his  property;  and  before^ 

they^ 
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tii5ayiCOuld'expbtih"that  they  had  not  bectt 
oif  J  what,  they  confidered  as  the  high  road; 
Ixe,  ill  a  moft  menacing  manner,  accom^ 
panied:  with  many  opprobions  epithets^ 
fHcK)k  a  whip  over'  their  ■  heads.  Mr; 
Bovfien^i  who  happened' to  be  next  the  mart 
^:>rx  tfai^  occafion^  !rdfented  the  infultwitfi 
a  *  lilowi^'  r  a  cdnfii6i  'enfued,  in  which  the 
►^mtr^jnra^  was  watiJed,  though*  Mr: 
fcWen  t^a3  feverely  bruifed  on  the  occa^ 
*ic:>ny  the  ^couhtryman  prefuming,  as  well 
"*^*^^om  his  perfpnal  ftrength  as  his  author 

Though  this  infult  had  been  given  thefe 

^^ntleroen  in  the  fight  of  many  people  on 

"^^lie  road,  who  alfo  bore  teftimony  to  Mr. 

'^owen's  alone  having  ftruck   him,  thefe 

^^liree  gentlemen  (through  the  influence  of 

t!liis  Sele^f  Man)  were  ftiortly  after  their 

x^etum  to  their  l<5dgings,  taken  by  a  party 

of  the  guards,   conveyed  to  the  guard- 

Vioufe,  wl^ere  they  pafled  the  night  in  the 

,^      .  comtnm 
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common  guard-room.  The  foidferixrf vthc 
guard  occupying  the  platform^  thelt'  gen** 
tXtmxxi  were  obliged  to  put  up  with  the 
dirty  floor,  where  they  -fufered  eweiy  kind 
ofySndighity  from  the  guafd,  who,  not 
iatiafi$d  with  ciakirig  u£;  o£  theinoiibin^ 
decent  >latipguage,  would  ^>  on  them  as 
they  lay  on  the  -floorv  in.  thaiQom&ig 
they  werciwnoved  to  ^a  adjoining  banack' 
room,  where  tliey  wert.  yccjr  little  bobter 
accommodated,  and  after  feven  dir  eight 
^ys  confinement,  they  were  given  to  .tm^ 
derftand,  they  were  to  be  delivered  up  ta 
the  civil  power. 

The  humanity  of  Major  Carter,  of  the 
artiU€3:y,  who  was  the  fenior  officer  of  the 
Convention  troops  aj:  Rutland  (as  well  a$ 
confidering  it  his  duty  to. interfere)  m^ 
duced  him  from  the  firfl:  of  the  cobfihe- 
ment  of  thefe  gentlemen,  to  iijtereft.him- 
felf  very  warmly  in  dieir  behalf,  he  had 
frequently  remonftrated    with  the  Com-. 

manding 


jti^tiding  Ofii^er  of  the  guard,  at;  t^ 
owelty ;*n4;injuftice  ojFr^i^ir  copduft  to- 
\y^S'th^T%jljlfi^t  not  .beii^g  a^le  to  plH^ 
xsd^^  H(^t¥^[^(^a pai^.to/^nd  an. officer 
tO:,fPai!aJ)ri^^.jW:fi>r4^  %<>  Jlt^rff^,^^ 

i^arter  .  tjieu  ixiforfiigd .  fthefe  Go^ikjffcu^ 
ti^t:.as  he  thou^:.it  Jiieccffary  for  jthe 
gjood  of  the  troops  in  general,  to  make  thar 
treatment  a  fuHic  concern^  it  was  bis  or- 
4ers  tliey  fhould  wait  the  refult  of  General 
Phillips's  interference  with  the  American 
General,  and  not  to  aft  for  themfelves  in 
the  bufmefs  on  any  account, 

' .  &fore  the  return  of  the  officer  from 
General  Phillips,  thcfe  igentlemen  were 
taken  to  a  juftice,  who  reftdcd  fome 
diflance  from  Rutland,  before  whom  tb^y 
were  conduced  with  all  the  ceremony  of 
criminals  going  to  trial.  The  magiftrate, 
whp    was    an    apothecary,     poffefled    a 

iew 
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few  bard  words,  and  a  mod  fiarcfaed' 
puritanical  air,  and  perhaps  cm  this  ^* 
count,  had  been  judged  under  the  hew 
government  the  only  man  of  the  ndgh- 
bourhood  capable  of  fupportirig  the  dig- 
nity of  a  country  juftice:  he  was  fur- 
ixraiided  with  a  numerous  train  of  officers 
of  tfie  j^//V^,  fuch  as  committee  znA  feleB 
niehj  who,  with  a  number  of  fpeftators, 
whom  curioiity  had  brought  together,  to 
be  ^^refent  at  the  trial  (as  they  cxprefled 
themfelves)  made  a  very  formidable  groupe* 

The  gentlemen  were  no  fooner  brought 
before  this  very  awful  Court  of  Jufiiui 
tUan  Do6lor  Frienck  (for  fo  the  Juftice 
was  called)  who  was  placed  in  the  mofl: 
confpicuous  part  of  the  room  in  an  arm 
chair,  with  infinite  folemnity,  and  all  the 
importance  of  office  (without  even  per- 
mitting the  leaft  accufation  as  to  any  of- 
fence committed  by  them)  alked  them 
"  whether  they  pleaded  guilty  or  not  guilty 
'^  of  the   crimes  laid  to    their  charge  ?" 

On 
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On.    this  occafion,  I  think  it  would  have 
been  difficult  for  any  indifferent  perfon  to 
Harve  reftrained  his  riiible  faculties  -,  nay, 
tlxe*  gentlemen  themfelves  have  declared  it 
vsras  not.  without  the  utmoft  circumfpec- 
tion  they  could  compofe  their  mufcles  to 
t^is  curious  demand  of  the  Jtiftice ;  one  of 
tlxe   gentlemen  informed  this  worfhipful 
^^^a^illrate,    "  That  they  having  fuffercd 
lb  many  days    confinement  under  the 
^nilitary  guard  very  unjujilyy  as  they  Con- 
ceived,   and  their  commanding  officer 
liaving  thought  it  neceffary  to  make  the 
Treatment  they  had  met  with   a  public 
concern,  they  looked  up  to  their  General 
:for  redrefs,  confequently  were  not  aU 
lowed  to  plead  either  one  way  or  the 
^"^     other!" 

The  juftice,  enraged  at  what  he  con- 
*^^ived  a  flight  to  his  authority,  without 
"■^^fitation  committed  them  to  prifai,  with 
^l^e  additional  charge  of  contempt  of  Court y 

Vol.  II  R  and 
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and  the  next  morning  they  were  conduced 
by  a  body  of  armed  conftables  to  Wor- 
cefter,  about  ten  miles  diftance,  and  were 
lodged  in  the  county  jail,  where,  with  two 
gentlemen,  who  were  imprifoned  as  enemies 
to  the  States^  they  occupied  a  very  confined 
dungeon,  out  of  which  a  woman  had,  a 
very  (hort  time  before,  been  taken  to  ex- 
ecution, for  the  murder  of  her  hufband. 

On  their  firft  entrance  into  this  moft 
gloomy  ftate  of  fecurity,  it  may  eafily  be 
imagined,  their  feelings  received  no  finall 
ihock,  and  their  fellow  prifoners  perceiv- 
ing their  diftrefs,  one  of  them,  who  had 
been  bred  to  the  fea,  by  way  of  offering 
fome  confolation  in  his  own  way,  obferv- 
/cd,  that  he  could  only  compare  their^fitua- 
tion  to  that  of  fo  many  young  bearsy  whofc= 
misfortunes  were  all  to  come.     The  ex— 
ceffive  heat  of  the  weather,  with  the  con- 
finement in  this  deteftable  hole,   which,, 
when  their  mattraffes  were  laid  on  the 

fioor^ 
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ftooi*,  complcatly  filled  it;  and  from 
whence,  on  no  occifion,  or  the  preffing 
calls  of  nature,  they  were  allowed  to  re^ 
tire,  muft,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  have  ren- 
dered their  exiftence  burthenfome,  if  not 
deprived  them  of  it,  had  they  not  found 
Jneaiis  of  foftetiing  the  heart  of  a  Mulatto 
^voman,  who  ferved  them  with  provifions 
through  a  hole,  and  who,  by  the  force  of' 
l)ribes  and  fair  promifes,  was  prevailed 
upon  to  open  the  door  upon  thafe  occa* 
iions  for  frefti  air* 

During  their  confiiiement,  no  attention 
was  wanting  on  the  part  of  their  brother  , 
officers,  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  their 
wretched  fituation,  who  gave  them  hopes 
of  foon  being  relieved,  through  the  inter- 
pofition  of  their  General,  But  at  the  fex-* 
piration  of  three  days,  they  received  a  mef-* 
fage  by  an  officer  from  Major  Carter,  at 
Rutland,  expreffing  his  extreme  concern 
that  Joi  fhould  in  any  meafure  be  acceffary 
Ra  t» 
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to  their  being  fent  to  prifon,  at  the  fame 
time  lamenting  that  his  reprefentation  of 
their  very  unjuft  and  cruel  ufage  had  pro- 
duced i;io  other  efFeft  than  a  letter  from 
General  Phillips,  part  of  which  the  Major 
had  tranfcribed  for  their  perufal^  which 
reprobated  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  the  im- 
prudence of  thofe  gentlemen,  in  paying  at- 
tention to  the  infolence  or  abufe  of  the 
people  of  die  country,  the  General  obferv- 
ing,  "  that  they  fhould  liften  to  the  abufe 
*^  of  the  Americans,  as  to  the  mere  each-- 
"  ^i^g  9f  g^^fi  i"  a^d  concluded  with  fay- 
ing, "  He  ihould  not  concern  himfelf  with 
**  a  boxing-match'' — *-Here  I  cannot  but 
cenfure  the  conduft  of  General  Phillips, 
for  if  he  had  his  reafons  for  not  making 
an  application  to  General  Heath,  he  fhould 
npt  have  retorted  fo  feverely  on  the  gen- 
tlemen, efpecially  when  it  is  conlidered 
two  of  them  were  innocent  of  the  crime 
alledgedi  at  the  fame  time,  the  General 
might  have  recollefted  his  own  warmth  of 

temper 
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temper  was,  at  that  very  moment,  the 
occafion  of  his  confinement  to  his  houfe- 
and  garden.  -  - 

In  confequence  of  Major  Carter's  mef- 
&ge,  thefe  unfortunate  gentlemen  (two 
of  whom,  as  I  have  juft  obferved,  had  not 
even  been  guilty  of  the  crime  imputed  to 
them,  who  had  always  found  fome  confo- 
lation  in  reflefting,  that  they  were  then 
fufFering  in  conformity  to  the  will  of  their 
Commanding  Officer,  and  as  they  were 
given  to  underfland,  for  the  public  good, 
and  that  through  the  interpofition  and 
zeal  of  their  General^  they  fhould  obtain 
juflice,  and  be  fet  at  liberty,  found  them- 
felves  reduced  to  the  necQffity  of  fhifting 
for  themfelyes. 

On  confulting  a  lawyer   (the  affiflance 

of  whom  is  feldom  wanting  in  any  countiy 

for  certain  conjiderations)  the  learned  limb 

of  the  law,  after  examining  their  commit- 

R  3  ment, 
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ment,  and  fatisfying  himfelf,  with  rcfpeft 
to  the  ftate  of  their  finances,  gave  them 
to  underftand,  that  he  fhould  be  able 
to  prove  a  flaw  in  it — for  it  fpecified  ^ 
crime  againft  the  States y  when  it  was 
evident  the  breach  of  peace  that  they 
were  charged  with,  could  only  affe^  the 
State  of  Majfachufets  (the  State  they  were 
then  in)  but  added,  to  bring  their  caufe 
forward  for  the  confideration  of  the 
Court  during  the  affizes,  that  were  then 
fitting,  the  fees  would  be  confiderable, — 
His  terms,  though  exorbitant,  were  readi-r 
ly  acceded  to  by  thefe  gentlemen,  and  by 
that  means  they  were  enabled  to  relieve 
themfelves  from  the  horrors  of  a  dungeon, 
on  quitting  which,  it  was  their  obferva- 
tion,  that  they  had  little  more  reafon  to 
extol  the  humanity  of  their  own  General^  than 
they  had  the  juftice  of  the  Americans. 

Having  often  made  feveral  remarks,  as 
to  the  footing  military  difcipline  is  upon, 

I  think 
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I  think,  by  the  profecution  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, you  will  fee  upon  what  grounds 
of  juftice  and  equity  their  civil  laws  arc 
founded,   and  even   fuppofing  they  gain 
their   independency,    what    anarchy  and 
confufion  muft  enfue,  for  want  of  rulers 
with  good  hearts,  to  enforce  the  laws  of 
equity  and  juftice.    The  mift  that  is  before 
the  eyes  of  Americans  muft  Ihortly  pafs 
away,    when  they  will  clearly  fee  how 
salily  they  have  given  up  the  fweet  con- 
tent and  happinefs  they  poffeffed,  and  the 
innumerable  privileges  and  Uberties*  they 
enjoyed  when  under  our  Government. — 
Deluded  people,  when  it  is  too  late,  you 
ivill  fee  your  error !    I  fpeak  not  partially 
nor  vaguely,*  but   am   confident  there  is 
not  one,  let  him  be  ever  fo  bigotted  to  In- 
dependency,  can  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
breaft  and  fay,   that  he  experiences  that 
eafe  and  happinefs  he  ever  was  accuftom- 
ed  to,  and  when  he  looks  forward,  in  all 
human  probability,    r  ather  he  nor  his 
R  4  generation 
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generation  ever  will — Many,  I  am  ccn 
are  now  open  to  conviction,  and  w* 
wifli  to  retraft,  but  having  engaged, 
are  afhamed ;  and  rather  than  aljand< 
principle  that  they  haftily  adopted,  pj 
facrificing  their  lives  and  fortunes : 
ference  of  opinion  ever  will  prevail,  b 
is  the  very  height,  nay,  the  very  prini 
of  madnefs,  not  to  be  open  to  convi6i 
In  hopes    that    they    foon  may,    ar 
permanent  union    formed    between 
Mother-country  and  her  cplonies,   I 
main. 


Yours,  &c. 


THROUGH     AMERICA.  Z0 


LETTER        LVII. 


Mjfiict  in  NeiJD  England^ 
Nov,  ttb,  i77^« 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 


1  Cannot  impute  any  blame  to  you,  but 
no  letter  has  reached  me  for  an  age. 
Your  friendfhip  for  me  is  fo  fmcere,  that 
agreeable  to  my  firft  requeft  on  communi- 
cating our  literary  correfpondence,  you  no 
cioubt  have  anfwered  all  my  letters ;  all 
xiauft  be  laid  to  my  prefent  fituation,  and 
^he  want  of  friends  at  New- York,  to  fend 
"tTiem  to  me.  Many  officers  have  receiv- 
^xl  letters  >  and  by  our  friend.  Captain 
who  has  a  ftiort  epiftle  from  you, 

I  have 
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I  have  the  happinefs  to  hear  you  enjoy 
a  perfeft  ftate  of  health,  and  that  you  al- 
together refide  at  the  old  family  manfion, 
in  Norfolk.  I  do  not  claim  your  promife 
of  anfwering  this,  but  wait  till  the  next, 
as  it  is  very  uncertain  where  any  letter  will 
find  me,  for  the  Congrefs  have  paffed  a 
refolve,  to  march  the  Convention  army 
from  the  State  of  Maflachufets  to  Chariots 
tefville,  in  the  province  of  Virginia,  where 
barracks  are  erefted,  and  where  the  troops 
can  be  more  readily  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifions. 

When  this  refolve  of  Congrefs  was 
made  known,  every  one  was  ftruck  with 
amazement ;  but  upon  refleftion,  it  cer- 
tainly is  obvious,  that  the  views  of  Con-* 
grefs,  by  marching  the  men  eight  hundred 
miles  in  the  depth  of  winter,  would  be 
the  means  of  their  deferting  in  numbers, 
rather  than  endure  fuch  fatigue.  General 
Wafhington  has  had  the  humanity  to  or- 
der 
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der  waggons  for  tlie  women  and  children ; 
what  adds  to  the  diftreffes  of  the  foldiers, 
is  their  being  fo  badly  cloathed,  having 
oaly  the  jackets  that  were  made  from  their 
coats  in  the  winter,  whilft  in  Canada  j 
and  what  is  ftill  more  mortifying,  a  cartel 
ftiip  arrived  but  two  days  fmce  from  New- 
York,  with  cloathin^  for  the  army  :  how- 
ever, the  men  are  to  be  fupplied  with 
fcoes,  (hirts,  ftockings  and  cloth  leggings, 
and  the  reft  is  to  go  round  to  James  River, 
^  Virginia.  General  Phillips  will  alk  no 
favor  of  General  Heath,  otherwife,  I 
think,  he  could  not  be  fo  diverted  of  hu- 
manity, as  not  to  defer  the  march  for  a 
^^ek,  during  which  time  the  men  might 
^^  cloathed ;  all  is  now  hurry  and  con- 
^(ion,  as  the  firft  divifion  march  the  loth 
^^^ant;  the  army  is  to  follow  in  divi- 
fions,  the  fame  as  they  did  from  Saratoga 
^o  Cambridge, 
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We  are  in  great  diftrefs  for  waixt  of 
money  too,  to  undertake  this  march,  none 
has  arrived  from  New-York,  and  to  add  to 
our  confolation,  the  Commander  in  Chief 
has  written  to  General  Phillips,  that  itis^ 
his  Majefty's  pleafure,  no  more  hard  money- 
(hould  be  fent  to  the  Convention  army  5. 
this  is,  no  doubt,  with  a  view  that  fo  mucl^fc- 
coin  as  is  neceffary  for  the  payment  o^fc 
our  army  fhould  not    be  in  circulatior^^^ 
^mong  the  Americans,  and  be  an  induce—  —  ' 
ment  to  detain  us  longer  5  the  motive  cer —      " 
tainly  is  very  good,  but  what  is  to  become -^ 
of  poor  fubalterns,  who,    as  it  is,    cai^  -^ 
fcarcely  fubfift  on  their  pay  ?  No  mattei 
for  that,  you'll  fay,  "  private  intereft  muf 
"  give  way  for  the  public  good."     There- 
fore we  muft  have  recourfe  to  the  onl) 
method  of  removing  the  evil,  by  drawing 
bills  on  the  Paymafter ;  but  you  are  not 
aware  of  the  fad  efFe6ls  attending  it,    it 
muft  inevitably  ruin  one  half  of  the  offi- 
cers, for  it  is  with  great  difficulty  you  ca 
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can  get  a  bill  difcounted,  and  that  only  in 
japer  money,  which  depreciates  fo  exceed- 
ingly faft,  that  it  foon  lofes  a  third  of  its 
^alue :   only  imagine,  fmce  our  arrival  it 
is  fo  depreciated,  that  we  get  fixty  and 
Seventy  dollars  for  a  guinea )  but  in  dit 
counting  a  bill  you  can  with  difficulty  get 
forty  5   what  with  difcount  and  deprecia- 
tion, what  a  lofs  there  mufl:  be  upon  every 
bill  that  is  drawn.     It  may  certainly  be 
Jvi.ciicious  in  politics,  to  withhold  the  pay 
from  the  troops,  but  at  the  fame  time  it 
^*>xaft  be  highly  injurious  to  fortunes  of 
^individuals,  for  I  can  aiTert  it  as  a  fact, 
*l^at  for  every  bill  of  ten  pounds,  you  do 
^c>t  in  reallity,  get  more  than  fix  guineas 
^J^d  a  half,  and  fo  in  proportion. 

The  inhabitants  of  MafTachufetts  would 
^^rtsdnly  keep  up  the  credit  of  the  Con- 
grefs  money,  and  make  it  fomewhat  more 
valuable,  but  the  people  from  the  South- 
^ai'd,  from  the  Carolinas  and  Virginia, 

who 
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who  in  the  courfe  of  their  large  dealings!, 
are  compelled  to  take  the  money  in  pay- 
ment, fenfible  of  the  uncertainty  of  its 
value,  wifti  to  realize  it  into  folid  coin; 
therefore  think  little  of  the  journey,  from 
thofe  diftant  provinces  to  Bofton,  to  ex-    — 
change  with  our  army ;  they  are  fenfible 
of  the  rifk  they  run,  and  are  very  cautious. 
But  as  the  people  to  the  Southward  pofiefs     ^ 
more  liberal  fcntiments,   and  know  the  ,^ 
principles  of  Britifh  officers,  they,  as  wc^™ 
walk  by,  will  enter  into  converfation,  andflE: 
frankly  alk  if  you  want  any  paper  dollars  ?S^ 
They  are  rather  cautious  as  to  the  Germans-  ^s 
for  two  German  officers  not  being  able  tc:» 
get  fo  much  from  a  man  as  they  wanted^ 
they  informed  againft  him,  and  he  y^eum 
fent  to  prifon  in  Bofton.     Thefe  traderzr 
of  paper  money  are  very  uncertain,  fom^ 
times  there  will  be  a  fcarcity  of  them  fd 
fome  days,  at  other  times  there  will  be 
dozen  or  two  at  a  time ;  we  then  fticko^ 
for  our  exchange  -,  one  day  guineas  re 

frc 
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from  twenty-five  and  twenty-fix  dollars,  up 
to  thirty-fix,  and  I  fliould  obferve  to  you^ 
that  when  once  they  rife,  they  never  fall. 

A  few  days  fince  there  was  a  meeting  of 
the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  feveral 
corps,  at  General  Phillips's,  to  confult 
^pon  fome  method  of  procuring  money 
for  the  different  regiments ;  various  were 
the  modes  propofed,  and  the  Paymaftcr- 
General  confulted;  but  they  could  not  agree 
upon  any,  when  a  Commanding  Officer  ob- 
ferved  to  General  Phillips,  that  it  was  im- 
poflTible  the  troops  could  march  without 
money,  and  he  was  certain  the  officers  of 
his  regiment  had  not  twenty  paper  dollars 
among  them.  General  Phillips,  with  a 
warmth  that  fpoke  his  good  intentions, 
replied  "  Good  God,  Sir,  what  would  you 
**  have  me  to  do,  I  cannot  naake  money ; 
**  I  wifh  to  God  you  could  flit  me  into 
*^  paper  dollars,  I  would  chearfuUy  fub- 
"  mit  for  the  good  of  the  troops  ?"  At  laft 

^  it 
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it  was  refolved,  that  the  Paymafter-Ge* 
neral  was  to  ufe  his  beft  endeavours,  in 
which  he  fucceeded,  and  the  next  day 
procured  a  confiderable  fum,  which  was 
immediately  diftributed  to  the  difFefent 
regiments.  It  is  fufficient  to  enable  th6 
troops  to  march,  and  the  Paymafter  is  to 
go  to  New- York,  in  hopes  the  Commander 
in  Chief  will  iffue  fome  money  upon  this 
emergency. 

It  fell  to  the  lot  of  an  officer  who  is^ 
quartered  with  me,  to  go  exprefs  with  the 
money  to  the  different  regiments  at  Rut- 
land, and  you  would  have  laughed  at  his 
diftrefs,  in  what  manner  to  depofit  the 
paper  dollars,  for  he  was  not  without  his 
apprehenfions  of  being  way-laid,  and  it 
was  then  nearly  dark.  He  had  fcarcely 
two  hundred  pounds  fterling,  but  that 
funi  in  paper  dollars,  makes  a  great  bulk ; 
at  laft,  he  thought  the  fafeft  mode  would 
be,  to.  few  it  in  the  lining,    accordingly 

ordering 
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ordering  his  fervant,  he^  ripped  open  his 
coat,  feWed  in  the  dollars  by  large  parcels 
-^and  thus  accoutred  he  fet  off,-  and  was 
a  welcome  vifitor  at  Rutland — ^had  not 
ciisfeafonable  relief  ai^rived,  the  confuiion 
i/voiild  have  been  very  great,  as  toanyoffi- 
cr efs,  rather  than  march  without/  had  got 
rliemfelves  arretted,    and   were  going  to 

A/Vere  it  not  for  the  diftreffes  of  the  fol- 
ieirs,  I  cannot,  for  my  own  part,  but  fay, 
lis  march  was  rather  agreeable,  for  it 
^sibles  me  to  fee  the  fouthern  part  of 
^^Tierica,  which  I  muft  confefs,  I  have  a 
■^ong  inclination  for,  having  heard  very 
^eat  accounts  of  thofe  Provinces,  and 
^Vr  much  fuperior  they  are  in  every  re- 
E^^  to  this;  and  it  is  no  unpleafmg 
^iieftion,  after  the  cruelties  and  barbari- 
■-^s  the  troops  have  experienced  fince 
"^r  arrival,  that  we  are  quitting  fuch  an 
^Hofpitable  country;    but  in    the  moft 

Vol.  II.  S  flourilhing 
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flourifhing  times,  I  find  tb^is-  provmcc 
was  never  remarl^able  for  its  courtefy  to 
ftrangers. 

Being  at  prefent  much  taken  up  in  pre- 
paring for  this  long  march,  I  hope  youll 
excufe  the  fhortnefs  of  this  epifUe,  zk  the 
fame  time  afiiiring  you,  that  you  ihau  hear 
from  me  by  every  opportunity  that  oc- 
curs. 


Tour's,  &;c^ 


LET- 


THROUGH   AMERICA.  459 


LETTER       LVm. 


ShtrwdOiTs  Ferry s  upon  tbi  Bamh  tf  th 
DeltejMure^  Dti.  lo,  1778* 


MV   DEAR   FRIEND^ 

f\^  my  leaving  New-England,  I  joined 
^^  the  regiment,  juft  as  they  had  croffed 
the  Conne6licut  River,  at  Endfield ;  but  ift 
.my  way  to  this  place,  I  and  another  of- 
ficer, who  accompanied  me,  had  a  very 
narrow  cfcape  of  being  fent  to  prifon,  for 
in  traveling  at  night  we  miftook  our 
road,  and  got  into  the  town  of  Springfield, 
^hich  was  out  of  the  route  laid  down  fqr 
us,  and  is  unfortunately  the  great  arfenal 
of  all  military  ftores  for  the  State  of  Mat- 
S  2  fachufetts 
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fachufcts  ;  happily  for  us,  the  landlord  of 
the  houfc  we  put  up  at  was  a  friend  to 
Government,  who  concealed  us,  and  wc 
were  glad  to  get  away  before  day-break,  not 
but  it  could  be  clearly  proved  it  was  mere- 
ly accidental :  But  thefe  Americans  will 
not  hearken  to  reafon,  and  no  doubt  they 
would  have  found  people  ready  enough  to 
fwear,  that  we  went  there  either  as  ipies> 
or  to  deftroy  their  ftores. 

At  a  fmall  town  we  pafled  through  in 
Conne6ticut  called  Sharon,  there  is  an  ex- 
ceeding curious  mill,  invented  by  one  Joel 
Harvey,  and  for  which  he  received  a  pre- 
fent  of  twenty  pounds  from  the  Society  of 
Arts  and  Sciences.  By  the  turning  of  one 
wheel  the  whole  is  fet  in  motion ;  there 
are  two  apartments  where  the  wheat  is 
ground  j  two  others  where  it  is  bolted>  in 
a  fifth  threfhed,  and  in  a  fixth  winnowed ; 
in  another  apartment,  hemp  and  flax  are 
beaten ;  and  in  an  adjoining  apartment  it 

is 
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\i  dreffed ;  what  acWs  greatly  to  the  in- 
genuity of  this  conftruftion  is,  that  either 
branch  may  be  difcontinued  without  im- 
peding the  reft. 

Moft  of  the  places  jyou  pafs  through  in 
Conne6licut  are  called  townfhips  /{as  the 
iownfhip  of  Endfield,  Soffield,  i8w:.)  whiqh 
are  hot  regular  towns  as  in  England,  but 
a  number;  of  hovifes  difperfed  over  a  large 
traft  of  ground,  belonging  to  one  corpor 
lion,  that  fends  members  to  the  General 
Affembly  of  the  States.  About  the  centre 
of  thefe  townfhips  ftands  the  meeting- 
houfe,  or  church,  with  a  few  furround- 
ing  houfes ;  Ibmetimes  the  church  ftands 
fingly.  It  is  no  little  mortification,  when 
fatigued,  after  a  long  day's  journey,  on 
enquiring  how  far  it  is  to  fuch  a  town,  to 
be  informed  you  are  there  at  prefent  5  but 
pn  enquiring  for  the  church,  or  any  par- 
ticular tavern,  you  are  informed  it  is  {(^vtn 
or  eight  miles  further. 

S3  I  could 
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I  could  not  help  remarking,  that  the 
homies  are  all  after  the  fame  jdaii,  ai^' 
^hat  was  rather  Angular,  moft  of  tliein 
were  only  one  half  finiftiedj  the  other  half 
having  only  the  rough  timbers  that  fup- 
-port  the  building  i  upon  enquiry  I  fQ«ind> 
that  i?y hen  a  man  biilds  a  houfe,  he  leav^ 
it  in  this  ftate  till  his  fon  m^rifes,  wlii^ 
he  fits  it  up  for  his  family,  And  thft  iaAer 
and  fon  live  under  one  roof,  as  tlidii^ 
ifecy  w^re  two  diftiri^  houfe^  j  l)ut  as  %he 
iioiifes  are  entirely  compleat  oh  the  out- 
fide,  ^d  the  windows  all  gfezed,  they 
have  the  appearance  of  being  firiifhed,  but 
t)n  entering  a  houfe,  you  cannot  at  itrft 
lielp  laAaenting  that  the  owner  was  tmable 
to  complete  it. 

Juft  before  we  croiTed  the  North  Rivcp, 
we  came  to  the  town  of  Fifh  KiH,  whidi 
has  riot  more  than  fifty  houfes,  ih  Hut 
(pace  of  near  three  miles^  but  this  plaiee 
has  been  the  principal  depot  of  Wafhin'g- 

ton's 
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tea*s  army,  where  there  ^e  magaziiws, 
holpkals,  woridhops, '&c.  which  forma 
tbwn^f  themfelves  j  they  are  crefted  near 
a  woodi  at  the  foot  of  a  rtioiint^,  where 
tiiere  are  a  great  number  of  huts^  which 
Jiave  Ibeeti  the  winter  quarters  of  the  Ame- 
tk^in  army,  and  to  which  they  are  Ihortly 
^pefted  to  return  for  tfie  enfuing  winter  s 
they^re  aiaiferabk  fli^lt^  from  the  kvert 
weather  in  tWs  coi^ntiy,  and  I  fiiould 
iniaginei  muft  render  thdr  troops  very 
fickly,  for  thefe  huts  confift  only  ^ 
little  walls  made  with  uneven  ftones,  and 
the  ihterv^  filled  up  with  mud  ahd  ftraw, 
a  few  planks  forming  the  roof ; ,  there  is  a 
chimney  at  caie  «id,  at  the  ficdt  of  which 
18  the  door.  Nbar  thie  magazines  are  fome 
wdl-conftnifted  barracks,  with  a  prifon^ 
£irrounded  with  lofty  palKfadoes.  /  In  this 
prifon  were  a  numbfer  of  unfortunate 
friends  to  Government,  who  were  feized 
in  their  plantations,  for  refufing  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiatiee  to  the  United  States, 
S  4  and 
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and  who  were  confined  till  a  (loop  was 
ready  to  take  them  to  New- York ;  for  the . 
Americans  are  fo  oppreflive,.  they,  will  not 
let  any  one  remain. neuter 5;  and  tjiey 
compd  fvery  inhabitant,:  either  to  $gkc. 
the  path,  or  quit  the  )Cpujitry,  /NVhen  we 
croffed  the^  rivers;  there  were  twpj^rge 
flopps  going  to  New-York^  crouded  with 
people  of  this  defcription,  many  of  whom, 
tjie  bpatmen  informed  u«,  had  left  beauti- 
ful houfes,  with  extenfiye,  and  well  cuki-* 
vated  plantations.  .    , 

General  Wafhington  was  not  without 
his  apprehenfions,  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
would  make  fome  efforts  to  retake  us, 
either  by  an  expedition  up  the  North  River, 
or  in  our  march  through  the  Jerfeys,  and 
therefore  took  every  precaution  to  fruftratc 
any  plan  that  might  be  concerted,  for. 
upon  the  arrival  of  our  army  at  Fifli 
Kill,  General  Wafhington  moved  his 
army  into  the  middle  of  the  Jerfeys,  and 

detached 
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detached  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  to 
cfcort  us,  fo  very  apprehenfive  was  he  of 
a  refcue,  that  to  each  brigade  of  ours  they 
had  a  brigade  of  armed  men,  who  marched 
the  men  m  clofe  columns.  As  to  the 
pfficcrs  they  paid  little  attention,  as  wc 
had  figned  a  very  ftrift  parole,  previous  to 
our  leaving  New-England.  Noav  weliavc 
pafled  the.  Delaware,  the  Pei^fylvania  Mi- 
Htia  are  to  guard  us,,  ^nd  the  brigades  that 
efcorted  us  through  ]^ew-York  aiid  the 
Jerfeys,  return  to  Washington's  army. 

In  a  fojrmer  letter .  I  delivered^  my  fenti* 
ments  on  pur  haviijg  poffeflipn  of  tiic. 
IsTprth  River^  and  on  crpfling  it,  they  were 
fiilly  confirmed  i  for  the  Americans  judging 
it  wasthe  plan  of  the  campaign,.  1777,  to 
make  ourfelves  matters  of  the  North  River, 
and  thus  to  feparate  the  Eaftern  from  the 
Weftern  States,  after  the  taking  of  Forts 
Montgomery  and  Clinton,  and  our  troops 
proceedmg  fo  fiar  as  OEfopus,  and  then  re- 
turning 
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terning  to  New- York,  they  intmediately' 
began  to  fortify  Weft  Point,  which  ii$  not 
at  prefent  eompleated,  but  when  it  is,  will 
be  impregnable,  and  feffeftually^cvent  any 
fleets  palling  J  it  being  a  pbiht  df  lailHf 
Ihlt  proje6ls,  and  makes  a  wiading-fe^thd 
river,  and  at  the  fame  time  narrows  $t,  fe 
as  to  have  the  whole  eommand-A  that 
pUce^  No  doubt  the  Amerka^'  madfc 
choke  of.  this  poft,  &s  the  hk^  important 
to  >fcttlSfy,  and  Fifli  Kill  as  a  plac6  thte 
beft  ci^uilated  for  a  depot  of  proviiion^ 
and  other  ftores,  as  being  fituated  on  the 
hi^  road  from  Conne6licut,  and  ft^ar  the 
North  River.  It  is  by  this  iittpctttant 
f6&:  of  Weft  Point,  that  the  AHieticans 
are  enabkd  to  keep  pofleilion  of  the  Nor& 
River,,  and  a  communication  between  tite 
Nordiem  and  Southern  Provinces ;  «id  I 
do- once  more  affert,  not  only  upon  my 
own  opinion,  but  of  the  Americans  th^n* 
felves,  that  had  we  kept  poffeffion  of  the 
North  River,   the  war  would  have  been 

by 
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by  tiWs  time,  nearly  terminated  iri  favor 
of  Great-Britain.       . 

As  we  pafied  through  the  Jerftys^  I  wtw 
srinch  delighted  with  the  falls  that  ^  om 
thiPAfiac  River,  bdnfetdt^UydifFereirtfrom 
thofe.pf  Montihc»:ency,  ^^  6tiier&I.had 
&€»•  The  river  ts^  near  forty 'yayds  :widiB, 
and  i^uiis  with  a  fwifi:,  but  fmo^itbcurrenli 
tiU-Qoc0]i]%  t&  isi,  [deep^jchafift,  ti^at  c|t>fi*es 
the  chanhd,  itialte  inone  entire  flieet  near 
feventy  feet  perpendicular;  one  end  of  the 
chafin  or  cleft  of  the  roek  is  clofed  up,  and 
atihe  other,  tiie  water  rufhes  oiit  with  Obi 
incredible  rapidity i  ih  an  acute  angki  and 
is  teceivbd  iftt<>  a  Iwrge  bafon^  fi-om  whti^fc 
it  vfrindsthrougli  fever d  rocks,  aiid  then 
Spreads  in  a  corifiderable  channel.  Thfe 
fpray  fc»tned  a  be^utjfprl  rainbow,  ^hidai 
retodferedthe  fcefte  fiich  as  kft  t^c  ima- 
gination tfothing  to  add  to  its  grandeur. 
This  extraordinary  phenomenon,  fio  doubt, 

mud 
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mull:  have  been  the  produQion  of  an 
earthquake.  The  inhabitants  who  rdide 
near  it,  have  a  ftory  handed  down  to  them 
of  two  Indiansy  v^ho  venturing  toahear 
the  falls  in  a  canoe j  were  carried  <iowb  the 
precipice  and  dafhed  to  pieces*  What 
confiderably  heightened  the  fcene  is,  ano- 
ther fall,  about  thirty  or  forty  yards  from 
the  great  one,  where  the  water  moft  b^u* 
tifully  glides  down  fome  ledges  of  the  Kxrk, 
that  are  two  or  three  feet  perpendicular* 

I  was  much  ftruck  at  the  grandeur  of 
the  North  River,  from  the  majeftic  ap- 
pearance of  the  high  l^tids  that  are  <in  one 
fide  of  it,  and  the  beautiful  meadows  in- 
tcrfjperfed  with  farm  houfes  on  the  other. 
What  greatly  adds  to  its  beauty  is  the 
width,  being  near  a  mile  and  a  half  acrofs ; 
although  pleafed  with  the  river  and  the 
forrounding  objefts,  ftill  this  idea  would 
prefent  itfelf,  that  the  water  I  was  then 

failing 
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failing  on,  might  in  a  few  hours,  be  at  New- 
York  where  every  one  is  continually  wifhing 
to  approach.  You  muft  pardon  thefe  melan- 
choly reflexions,  they  are  the  efFufions  of 
nature,  and  will  burft  forth — but  to  return 
to  my  defcription  of  the  river :  It  is  navi- 
gable from  New- York  to  Albany,  for  large 
floops,  from  whence  there  is  a  communi- 
cation by  the  Mohawk  and  other  rivers 
(except  a  few  carrying  places)  into  the 
moft  interior  parts  of  America,  through 
the  country  of  the  Six  Nations,  as  far  as 
Lake  Ontario ;  then  by  a  continuation  of 
the  Hudfon,  or  North  River,  for  they  are 
the  fame,  there  is  cofnmunication  with 
the  River  St.  Lawrence,  through  the  Lakes 
George,  Champlain,  and  the  river  Sorel, 
This  river  merits  the  greateft  atten-^ 
tion,  and  had  not  the  prefent  conteft 
arofe,  Tome  fpirited  gentlemen  hiad  it  in 
contemplation,  by  means  of  locks  and 
canals,  to  have  opened  a  paffage  for  fmall 
floops.    No  doubt,  a  century  hence,  there 

will 
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wiU  be  water  carriage  for  fchooners  an4 
flpops  from  Quebec  to  Ncw-York>  which 
jnuft  greatly  add  to  the  wealth  and  com* 
merce  of  America. 

The  fmall  part  of  New- York  we  pafled 
through,  feems  to  be  well  cultivated;  it 
affords  grain  of  all  forts ;  there  are  abu^r 
dance  of  cattle,  hogs  and  poultry.  As  to 
the  Jerfeys,  they  marched  us  fo  much  in 
the  back  fettlements,  that  I  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  thofe  parts,  whidi 
were,  before  the  war,  deemed  the  garden 
of  America. 

We  paffed  thrbugh  a  little  town  called 
iHopel,  before  we  crofled  the  North  River, 
which  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  the  Dutch^ 
I^t  a  houfe  where  we  were  quartered,  tb? 
people  i)ehav€d  extremely  civil  and  atten-^ 
tive,  and  upon  leaving  them,  would  fcaripe^ 
permit  us  to  pay  for  what  we  had :  frpm 
which   circumftance  we  concluded  they 

were- 
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were  friends  to  Qovermncnti  and  fome 
officers  opening  their  heart,  fpok^  very 
freely  about  the  Gongrefs,  Wafhington, 
&c.  obferving  how  great  a  ihame  it  was, 
that  we  fhould  be  put  to  fuch  expence, 
and  that  Congrefs  ought  to  pay  for  us,  the 
eian  went  out  of  the  room  in  a  moment, 
and  juft  as  we  were  mounting  our  horfes^ 
brought  us  an  enormous  bill,  exorbitant 
in  every  article,  which  he  infilled  upon, 
being  paid,  and  upon  our  urging  that 
we  had  paid  him  what  he  had  demanded, 
he  replied,  "  Yes,  gentlemen,  fo  you  have,' 
**  but  then  I  thought  Congrefs  were  to  de- 
"  fray  all  your  expences ;  now  I  know  you 
**  are  to  pay  me,  I  can't  take  a  farthing 
"  lefs  than  this  bill,"  which  we  werecom- 
jjpelled  to  difcharge  j  however,  it  ferved  as 
a  leffon  in  future,  to  be  cautious  before 
Whom  we  railed  againft  Congrefs. 

The  Paymafter,  as  we  expefted,  joined 
tts  in  the  Jerfeys,  which  has  enabled  us  to 

proceed 
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proceed  on  our  march,  and  by  whom  we 
have  received  accounts,  that  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  purpofes  to  make  an  exchange  of 
prifoners  this  winter ;  a  partial  exchange, 
as  to  officers  has  taken  place,  and  many 
have  quitted  us  3  this  partiality  has  given 
much  offence,  as  it  is  but  juftice,  when  a 
number  are  to  be  exchanged,  they  fhould 
draw  lots. 

Hitherto  the  weather  has  been  remark-*^ 
ably  temperate  and  fine,  which  is  extreme- 
ly fortunate  for  the  men,  as  they  have 
moftly  flept  in  the  woods ;  but  fince  wc 
came  into  a  more  populous  country,  they 
have  flept  in  barns.  When  we  left  New- 
England  the  frofts  were  very  fevere,  here 
we  have  not  any,  being  fp  much  to  the 
Ibuthward,  and  in  a  manner,  the  further 
we  proceed  we  fall  in  with  the  clofe  of 
the  Autumn. 

One  morning,  as  we  renewed  our  march^- 
the  weather  being  remarkably  fine,   fomc 

officers 
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officers  were  extolling  the  beauty  of  th«; 
tnorning,  an  old  woman  who  was  in 
the  croud,  and  overheard  him,  in  the  moit 
violent  rage  exdaimed,  /*  Well,  for  my 
*'  jpart,  I  beUeve  God  Almighty  has  turned 
•'  Tory^  to  give  thefe  Britainers  fuch  fine 
"  weather  for  their  march." 

At  a  houfe  where  1  (lept  in  the  Jerfeys^ 

te  owner,  who  was  a  friend  to  Govern-- 

ent,  had  left  an  exceeding  fine  planta*. 

>ri,   near  Trenton,  and  retired  to  this 

3.ce  till  the  termination  of  the  war,  made 

a.vy  complaints  of  the  troops  plunder-* 

C    both  friends  and  foes.     He  obferv- 

as  to  the  Britifh  foldiers,  they  only 

fered  poultry  and  pigs,  but  the  Heffians 

eredhoufes,  broke  open  drawers,  taking^ 

.y  plate,  cloaths,  and  other  valuables  j 

to  point  out  to  you  what  an  idea  they 

I  have  of  plundering  fomething,   he 

^  that  he  faw  fome  Germans  enter  a 

'  which  was  abandoned  by  the  owner, 

L.  IL  T  in 
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in  which  they  had  left  an  eight  d4y  clock, 
and  a  few  tables  and  chairs-,  that  he  (hort* 
ly  after  obferved  one  of  tlie  Germans  come 
out  of  the  houfe  with  the  works  of  the 
clock,    pendulum,    and    iall    the    lea^n 
weights  s  this  enormous  weight,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  knapfack  and  accoutrements, 
the  fellow  had  near  twenty  miles  to  carry 
to  New-York,  where  the  moft  be  could 
poffibly  get  for  it,  Vvould  be  three  or  four 
dollars*    After  he  had  related  this  ^ftory, 
he  obferved,  that  the  defolaticm  of  -  the 
Jerfeys,  which  included  friends,  and  mo^ 
derate  p^rfons,  as  well  as  enemies,,  had 
done  g^reat  injury  to  oiir  caufH  lai  it  had 
united  the  latter  more  firmly,  and  detach- 
ed numbers  of  the  former—exaggfeilrtcd 
accounts  of  all  the  enormities  that  h^, 
been  committed  were  publiftied  in  dl  their: 
prints,  which  determined  thofe  who  Were 
wavering,  and  imbittcred  the  minds  of  dvier;^ 
clafs  throughout  the  colonies,  and  he  cotim 
eluded  with  a  figh,  obferving.  that  the  r^ 

fentmeni-^ 
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fcttitmcnt,  occafioned  by  the  depredation* 
carried  i>n  through  the  Jerfeys,  had  left 
few,  or  fcarce  any  friends  to  Britain  in  the 
province. 

The  inhabitants  of  Nev^-Ybrk,  asf  well 
fts  the  Jerfeys,  are  chiefly  the  pofterity  of 
the  firft  fettlers  in  thofe  provinces,  who 
Wttt  Dutch,  and  they  feem  to  retain  their 
principles,  induftry,  frugality,  and  an  affi- 
duous  perfeverance  in  the  means  of  thriv- 
ing.   Before  the  war  they  muft  have  beert 
In  an  affluent  and  happy  ftate,  efpecially 
their  farmers,  but  now  they  fow  and  plant, 
and  know  not  who  will  reap  the  fruits  of 
their  labor,  for  their  grain  and  other  pro- 
duce are  taken  for  the  ufe  of  the  con- 
tinental afmy,  and  in  lieu  certificates  are 
given  to  be  paid  at  the  Treafuiy  at  Phila- 
delphia ;  to  many  oi  them,  efpecially  thofe 
they  imagine  are  inimical  to  thdr  caufe, 
they  Jiave  bdrely  left  fufficient  for  the  fifp- 
J^rt  6f  their  families  and  the  ftock  on  the 
Tz  farms 
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farms  for  the  enfuiiig.  Winjter.  Oh  de- 
luded Americans,  you  muft  be  indepen- 
dent, and  thefe  are  the  bleffed  fruits  of 
thofe  principles ! 

I  was  much  delighted  at  meeting  a 
bird  lately,  peculiar  to  America,  termed 
the  Mocking-bird,  which  derives  its  name 
from  imitating  the  note  of  every  bird 
they  hear  >  its  plumage  is  very  fimple  and 
not  (hewy,  it  i^  a  Summer  bird,  very  dif- 
ficult to  bring  up,  and  has  a  very  melodi- 
ous voice,  which,  in  my  opinion,  would 
far  exceed  the  Bullfinch,  if  the  fame  pains 
were  taken  with  it,  from  its  amazing 
readinefs  in  catching  every  note  it  :hears^ 
This  one  I  faw  imitated  a  ,cock  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  you  could  hardly  believes 
but  that  there  was  a  cock  crowing  in  th^ 
room.     The  inhabitants  fay  this  bird  is  fez: 

very  fhy,  that  if  any  perfon  difcovers  it 

neft,   which  is  moftly  bqilt  in  buflies,  an — - 
looks  at  its  eggs,  it  will  never  return  aga' : 
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to  the  neft.     When  a  neft  of  young  ones 
are  t^en,  and  put  into  a  cage,  they  take 
great  care  to  hang  it  where  the  mother 
cannot  get  at  it,  for  if  (he  can,  fhe  will 
feed  them  three  or  four  days,  and  finding 
fhe  cannot  releafe  them  flies  away,  after 
which,  the  young  ones  fhortly  die,  as  in  ge- 
neral they  cannot  eat  what  is  given  them  ? 
but  the  inhabitants  attribute  their  death  to 
the  mother,  who,  they  fay,  the  laft  time  fhe 
feeds  them,  contrives  to  give  them  poifon, 
in  order  to  releafe  them  from  captivity. — 
If  that  really  is  the  cafe,  it  fhews  Kow  re- 
pugnant it  is  to  the  principles  of  natuft, 
to  confine  any  thing,' and  that- fhe  calls 
aloud  to  partake  of  the  bleflings  of  liberty^ 
but  at  iprefent  it  reminds  me  of  my  own 
iituation,  Imuft  therefore  drop  the  fub- 
jedl,  •   /■'-. 

I  -  •■  .  •,  •■• 

Tour's,  i6?c.). 


T  3  LET- 
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h  E   T   T  E  k        UX. 


LdncafieTi  in  Penfylv^idi 
Dec.  itth,  1778. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 


TjnTE  halt  a  day  or  two  at  this  town^ 
^^  and  I  cannot  fo  well  employ  my 
leifure  time  as  to  give  you  a  defcription  of 
our  march  from  the  Delaware :  we  cix>fied 
the  river  in  fcowls,  which  are  flat  bottom 
boats ,  large  enough  to  contain  a  waggon 
an^i  horfes;  they  are  a  fafe  conveyance, 
arid  moftly  ufed  to  crofs  the  rivers  in  this 
country,  they  are  rowed  with  oars  upon 
large  rivers ;  biit  over  a  creek,  which  is— 
about    three   miles    from    this     town, 

called 


caljed  Coireftoga,  they  pull  tjiem  acrofe 
by  means  of  ropes  faftened  to  either 
ihdrc. 

After  you  get   over    the  Delaware,  a 

.:|iew    country  prefents   itfelf,    extremely 

ivell  cultivated  and  inhabited ;  the  roads 

are  lined  with  farm  houfes,  fome  of  which 

are  yiear  the  roa^l,  and  fome  at  a  Kttle 

diftance,  and  the  fpace  between  the  road 

and  houfes  is  taken  up  with  fields  and 

meadpws ;  fome  of  them  are  built  of  ftone, 

two  ftories  high,  and  covered  with  cedar 

ftiingles,  but  moft  of  them  are  wooden, 

with  the  crevices  flopped  with  clay  j  the 

ovens  are  commonly  built  a  little  diftance 

froin  the  houfe,  and  under  a  roof  to  fecure 

them  againft  the  weather. 

The  farmers  in  Penfylvania,  >and  in  the 

Jerfeys,    pay  more  attention  to  the  con- 

ftruftion  of  their  barns  than  their  dwel- 

Hng-houfes.     The  building  is  nearly  as 

T  4  ^  large 
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large  as  a  common  country  church,  the 
roof  very  lofty,  and  covered  with  fhingles, 
decHning  on  both  fides,  but  not  very  fteep, 
'the  walls  are  about  thirty  feet;  in  the 
middle  is  the  threfhing-floor,  and  above 
it  a  loft  for  the  C091  unthreflied;  on  bnc 
fideisaftable,  and  on  the  other  arcow- 
hbufe,  and  the  fmall  cattle  have  their  par^ 
ticular  ftables  and  ftyes ;  and  at  the  gable 
criid^of  this  building  there  are  great  gate^, 
fo  that  a  horfe  atid  cart  can  go  ftxait 
through :  thus  is  the  threlhing-floor,  fta^* 
ble,  hay-loft,  cowhoufe,  coach-houfe,  &c* 
all  under  one  roof, 

The  Penfylvanians  are  an  induftrious 
'  and  hardy  people,  they  are  moll  of  them 
fubftantial,  but  cannot  be  confidered  rich, 
it  being  rarely  the  cafe  with  landed  people. 
However,  they  are  well  lodged,  fed, .  and 
clad,  and  the  latter  at  an  eafy  rate,  as  the 
inferior  people  manufaflure  moft  of  theij: 
own  apparel,  both  linnens  and  woollens, 

an4 
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and  are  more  induftrious  of  themfdvcs, 
having  but  few  blacks  among  them. 

They  have  a  curious  method  to  prevent 
their  gede  from  creeping  through  broken 
inclofures,  by  means  of  four  little  flicks, 
about  a  foot  in  length,  which  are  faftened 
crofsways  about  their  necks.  You  cannot 
imagine  how  extremely  aukward  they  ap-i. 
pear,  though  it  is  diverting  enough  to  fee 
them  walk  with  this  ornament  y  their  mode 
preventing  horfes  from  leaping  over  their 
inclofures  is  equally  as  curious,  they  faftcri 
round  the  horfe's  neck  a  piece  of  wood,  at 
the  lower  end  of  which  is  a  hook,  which, 
catching  in  the  railing,  ftops  the  horfc  j'lift 
as  he  is  rifing  to  leap  over ;  fome  indeed, 
faften  the  fore  and  hind  foot  together, 
which  makes  them  walk  flow;  boththefe 
jnethods  are  extremely  dangerous  to  the 
Jaorfes. 


In 
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In  New  England  they  have  a  very  few 
hives  of  bees,  but  in  this  province,  almpft 
every  farm  houfe  has  feven  or  eight ;  it  is 
femewhat  remarkable  they  fhould  l^  xqore 
predominant  here,  as  all  the  bees  ;i}g9i|  tho 
Continent  wrere  originally  brought  froos 
England  to  Bofton,  about  one  hundlred 
years  ago ;  the  bee  is  not  natural  to  AHMr 
j-ica,  fof  the  firft  planters  never  obibrvod 
a  liflgle  one  in  the  immcnfe  tra£jk  of 
woods  they  cleared,  and  what  I  think 
ibuids  forth  a  moft  indubitable  proof 
that.it  is  pot  the  Indians,  as  they  Imve 
a  word  in  their  language  for  all  anunals, 
natives  of  the  country,  have  no  wor4 
for  a  bee,  and  therefore  they  call  them 
by  the  name  of  the  Englijhmat^s  Fly. 
On  the  high  road  from  Philadelpl>ia  19 
ti^S'  town  are  mileflones,  which  are  th/e 
firft  I  obferved  put  up  in  this  country, 
as  to  the  other  parts,  the  inhabitants  only 
CQpipute  the  diftance  at  guefs.  It  was  no 
little  mortification  that  we  were  debarred 

feeing 
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feeing  one  of  the  firft  cities  of  America 
(Phila4elphia)  we  paffed  within  twelve 
miles  of  it,  and  feveral  of  us  made  appli-^ 
cation  to  the  Commanding  Officer  who 
efcorted  us,  to  grant  pcrmiffion  for  us  to 
go  into  the  city,  affuring  him  we  wod4 
upon  our  honour  join  the  troops  at  nights 
He  was  a  good-natured  man,  and  nearly 
complying  with  our  rcqueft,  but  on  a  fud^ 
den  faid,  he  really  could  not,  as  Congreft 
would  be  mightily  difpleafed  at  it>  how^ 
ever,  we  oonlble  ourfelves,  that  on  pur  ex^ 
change,  we  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  it. 

In  the  greateft  part  of  our  march  the 
inhabitants  were  making  of  cyder ^  for  ia 
almoft  every  form  there  is  a  prefs,  though 
made  in  a  different  manner;  fomc  niakc 
ufe  of  a  wheel  made  of  thick  oak  plank^^ 
which  turns  upon  a  wooden  axis,  by  mcarii 
of  a  horfe  drawing  it,  and  Tome  have  ftoric 
«rhed^,  but  they  aw  moftly  of  the  former. 

In 
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In  travelling  thi^ough  Pinfylvania,  you 
meet  with  people  of  almoft  every  different 
pcrfuafion  of  religion  that  exifts  j  in  fhort, 
the  diverfity  of  religions,  natioAs,  tod'lan* 
guages  here  is  aftonifhing,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  harmony  they  live  iii  no  Ids 
edifying,  notwithftanding  every  one,  who 
wiihes  well  to  religion,  is  hurt  to  fe6  the 
ifiverfity  that  prevails,  and  would,  by  the 
moft  foothing  means,  endeavour-  to  pre- 
vent it  5  yet,  when  the  misfortune  once 
takes  place,  and  there  is  no  longer  an 
union  of  fentiments,  it  is  neverthelefs  glo- 
rious to  preferve  an  union  of  affections, 
and  certainly  it  muft  be  highly  pleafing 
to  fee.  men  live,  though  of  fb  many 
different  perfuafions,  yet,  to  the  fame 
Chriftian  principles,  and  though  not  of 
the  fame  religion,  ftill  to  the  great  end 
of  all;  the  profperity  and  welfare  of  man- 
kind. Among  the  numerous  fefts  of  reli- 
gion with  which  this  province  abounds, 
for  there  are  Churchmen,  Quakers,.  Calvi- 

niflsj 
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iiifts,  Lutherans,  Catholics,  Methodifts, 
Menifts,  Moravians,  Independants,  Ana- 
baptifts,  there  is  a  fe6l  which,  perhaps, 
you  never  heard  of,  called  th6  Dumplers; 
this  fe6l  took  its  origin  from  a  German, 
who,  weary  of  the  world,  retired  to  a  very 
fblitary  place,  about  fifty  miles  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, in  order  to  give  up  his  whole 
time  to  contemplation ;  feveral  of  his  coun-> 
trymen  came  to  vifit  him  in  his  retreat, 
and  by  his  pious,  fimple,  and  peaceable 
rnanners,  many  were  induced  to  fettle  near 
him,  and,  in  a  Ihort  time  adopting  his 
modes,  they  forrned  a  little  colony,  which 
they  named  Euphrates,  in  allufion  to  that 
river  upon  whofe  borders  the  Hebrews 
were  accuftomed  to  fmg  pf^lms. 

Their  little  city  is  built  in  the  form  of 
a  triangle,  and  bordered  with  m.ulberry 
and  apple-trees,  very  regularly  planted. 
In  the  center  of  th€  town  is  a  large 
orchard,  and  between  the  orchard  and  the 

range$ 
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ranges  of  trees  that  are  planted  round  the 
borders,  are  their  houfes,  which  are  built 
of  wood,  and  three  ftories  high,  in  thefe 
every  Dumpier  is  left  to  enjoy  his  medita-^ 
tows  without  difturbance  5  thefe  contem- 
plative men,  in  the  whole,  do  not  amount 
to  more  than  five  hundred  -,  their  territory 
IS  nearly  three  hundred  acres  in  extent, 
0n  one  fide  is  a  river,  on  another  a  piece 
of  ftagnated  water,  and  on  the  other  two 
are  mountains  coveitd  with  trees. 

They  have  women  of  their  community, 
who  live  feparate  from  the  men  3  they 
ibldom  fee  each  other  but  at  places  of 
worfhip,  and  never  have  meetings  of 
any  kind  but  for  public  bufinefs ;  their 
whole  life  is  fpent  in  labor,  prayer,  and 
flecp ;  twice  eveiy  day  and  night  they  are 
fiimmoned  from  their  cells  to  attend  divine 
fervice;  as  to  their  religion,  in  fome 
meafurcj  it  refembles  the  Quakers,  fot 
every  individual,  if  he  thinks  himfelf  in- 
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fpired,  has  a  right  to .  preach.— Tht  fub- 
jefts  they  chiefly  difcourfe  iipon  are  hu- 
mility, temperance,  charity,  and  othct 
Chriftian  virtues  i  never  violating  that 
day  held  facred  amongft  all  perfuafions; 
they  admit  of  a  Hell  and  a  Paradife,  but 
deny  the  eternity  of  future  punifliments* 
As  tothedoftrine  of  original  Tin,  they  hold 
it  aSu  impious  blafphemy,  together  with 
every  tenet  that  is  fevere  to  man,  deeming 
it  injurious  to  divinity. — As  they  allovr 
no  merit  to-  Iny  but  voluntary  works, 
baptifm  is  only  adminiftered  to  the  adult ; 
neverthelefs,  they  think  it  fo  eflentiallf 
neccffary  to  falvation,  as  to  imagine  thift 
ibuls  of  Chriftians  are  employed  in  the 
other  world,  in  the  converfion  of  thofe 
who  have  not  died  under  the  light  of  tht 
GofpeL 

Religion  among  the  Dumplers,  has  the 
fame  effect  philofophy  had  upon  the 
Stoics,  rendering  tiiem  infenfible  to  every 

kind 
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kind  of  infult ;  they  are  more  paffivc  and 
difinterefted  than  the  Quakers,  for  th6y 
will  fuffer  themfHves  to  be  cheated,  rob- 
bed, and  abufed,  without  tlie  leaft  idea  of 
retaliation,  or  even  a  complaint. 

Their  drefs  is  very  fimple  and  plain, 
confifting  of  a  long  white  gown,  from 
whence  hangs  a  hood  to  ferve  the  purpofes 
of  a  hat,  a  coarfe  fhirt,  thick  fhoes,  and 
very  wide  breeches,  fomething  refembl- 
ing  thofe  the  Turks  wear.  The  men 
wear  their  beards  to  a  great  length,  fome 
I  faw  were  down  to  the  waift ;  at  the 
firft  fight  of  them,  I  could  not  help  com- 
paring them  to  our  old  ancient  bards,  the 
Di:^iids,  from  their  reverential  appearance; 
the  women  are  drefled  fimilar  to  the  men, 
excepting  the  breeches. 

Their  life  Is  very  abftemlous,  and  eating 
no  meats,  not  that  they  deem  it  unlawful, 
but  more  conformable  to   the   fpirit  of 

Chriftiamty, 
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Clxi-iftianity,  which  they  argue  has  an 
a\r^rfion  to  blood,  and  upon  thofe  grounds 
tlx^ey  fubfift  only  on  vegetables,  and  the 
prcxfkice  of  the  earth. 

TThey  follow  with  great  chearfuhieft 
tl^eir  various  branches  of  bufinefs,  in 
fcxTue  one  of  which,  every  individual  pa^- 
'ta.lces,  and  the  produce  of  their  labor  is 
^epofitcd  in  one  common  ftock,  to  fupply 
the  ncccfllties  of  every  individual,  and  by 
tHis  union  of  induftry,  they  have  not  only 
^ftablifhed  agriculture  and  manufaftures, 
*^fficrent  to  fupport  this  little  fociety,  but 
*^perfluities  for  the  purpofes  of  exchange 
*<>T'  European  commodities. 

Though  the  two    fexes   live  feparate, 

*l>.cy  do   not  renounce  matrimony,    but 

^*^ofe  who  are  difpofed  to  it  leave  the  city 

^^^4  fettle  in  the  country,  on  a  tra6l  of 

*^^id  which  the  Dumplers  have  purchafed 

Vol.  IL  U     .  for 
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for  that  purpofe,  the  couple  are  fup* 
ported  at  th?  public  expences,  whkh^Key 
repay  by  the  produce  of  their  labor,  and 
their  children  are  fent  to  Germany  for 
education.  Without  this  wife  policy,  the 
Dumplers  would  be  little  better  than 
Monks,  and  in  procefs  of  time  anni- 
hilated. 

Although  there  are  fo  many  fefts,  and^^^ 

fuch  a  difference  of  religious  opinions  ir 

this  province,  it  is  furprizing  the  harmony— 

which  fubfifts  among  them  ;  they  confide 

themfelves  as  children  of  the  fame  father       ^ 

— '* 

and  live  like  brethren,  becaufe  they  hi^ ^>i>-/c 

the  liberty  of  thinking  like  men,  to  tl^^^  ^^ 
pleafing  harmony,  in  a  great  meafure,         5^ 
to  be  attributed  the  rapid  and  flourifhiiar^^^ 
flate  of  Penfylvania,  above  all  the  otln.^ 
provinces.     Would  to  Heaven   that  hax^ 
mony  was  equally  as  prevalant  all  over  tfrt 
globe ;  if  it  was,  I  think  you'll  acquieicrc 

witft 
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with  me  in  opinion,  that  it  would  be  for 
the  general  welfare  of  mankind. 

An  officer  who  is  exchanged,  and  go- 
ing to  New- York,  hiaving  feht  for  my 
letters,  I  muft  haflily  conclude,  afluring 
you,  I  am 


Yours,  &€• 


U  2  LET. 
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LETTER        LX. 


Laneafter^  in  Fenfylvamay 
Dec.  17,   1778. 


MY   DEAR    rXIEND> 


TN  our  way  hither,  we  crofTed  the  Skuyl- 
^  kill,  over  the  bridge  built  by  General 
Wafhington's  army^  when  they  were  en- 
camped at  Valley-Forge*  I  imagine  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Americans,  that  this 
bridge  fhould  remain  as  a  triumphal  me- 
mento, for  in  the  center  of  every  arch  i^- 
engraved  in  the  wood,  the  names  of  th^ 
gfjtnfiipal  Generals  in  thair  country  ;  andt 
in  the  middle  arch  was  General  Wafhing — 
ton's,  with  the  date  of  the  year :    thist-^ 

bridge 
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bridge  Wirt  built  to  pridfervfe  a  cOHiAtihi- 
cfttiMi,  and  to  favor  a  retrtat,  in  cafe 
they  were  compeUcd  to  quit  thwr  en- 
campment. 

Our  troops  flept  In  the  huts  dt  Vallcjr- 

FVSrge,  which  had  been  conftrufiled  by  the 

Aiftericans ;  and  as  we  WJiited  till  late  the 

tiSKt  day  for  the  delivety  of  provifidrts  be^ 

ibre  we  marched,  I  had  a  full  dppoftunity 

to  reconnoitre  the  whole  camp :  on  the 

^eaft  and  fouth  fide  wete  entrfenchmthts, 

"with  k  ditch  fik  feet  wide  and  thfee  deep, 

■sthe  mound  not  four  feet  high,  very  nar*. 

irow,  and  eafily  to  have  been  bedtdowh 

^th  cannon  j  two  redoubts  were  alfo  b«- 

•^n,  but  not  compleatcd,  the  Skuylkill 

"Wis  on  the  left,  and  as  I  before  obferved, 

•with  a  bridge  acrofs ;  the  rear  was  moftly 

xjovered  by  Ah  impaffable  precijMCe  fotttied 

hj  Valley  Creek,  having  only  a  narrow 

paffage  near  the   Skuylkill :    this   camp 

was  by  no  means  difficult  of  accefs,  for  the 

U3  right 
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right  was  attainable,  and  in  one  part  of 
the  front  the  afcent  was  fcarcely  to  he 
perceived,  the  defences  were  exceedingly- 
weak,  and  this*is  the  only  inftance  I  ever 
faw  of  the  Americans  having  fuch  flight 
works,  thefe  being  fuch  as  a  iixTppuiider 
could  eafdy  have  battered  down  5  the 
ditches  were  not  more  than  three  feet  deep^ 
^d  fo  narrow,  that  a  drum-boy  might 
with  eafe  leap  over. 

A  Loyalift,  at  whofe  houfe  I  was  quarr 
tered,  at  Valley  Forge,  and  who  reiided 
there  at  the  tipie  Wafhington's  army  was 
encamped,  told  me,  that  when  General 
Wafliington  chofe  that  fpot  for  his  Wrn^ 
ter  quarters,  his  men  were  obliged  to 
build  them  huts  with  round  logs,  fill  the 
interftices  with  clay,  and  cover  them 
with  loofe  ftraw  and  dirt,  very  uncom- 
fortable, as  the  fhelter  was  not  fecurp 
f roni  the  weather,  where  the  men  fufFercd 
exceedingly  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
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feafon,    the  camp  diforder  raged  among 
them,  the  greater  part  of  them  were  in  a 
manner  naked  at  that  fevere  feafon  of  the 
year;  many  without  fhoes  and  ftockings, 
and  very  few,  except  the  Virginia  troops, 
with  the  neceffary  cloathing :    his  army 
was  wafting  away  by  ficknefs,  that  raged 
with  extreme  mortality  in  all  his  different 
hofpitals,  which  are  no  lefs  than  eleven, 
and  withou.t  the  effential  medicines  to  re- 
lieve them;  his  army  was  likewife   di- 
minifhed  by  conftant  defertions  in  com- 
panies, from  ten  to  fifty  at  a  time,  that  at 
one  period,  it  was  reduced  to  four  thou- 
fand  men,  and  thofe  with  propriety  could 
not    be    called    efFe6live,      The    horfes 
from    being      conftantly      expofed      to 
ihowers  of  rain  and  falls  of  fnow,  both 
day  and  night,   were   in  fuch  a  condi^ 
tion,    that    many  gf     them    died,    and 
the  reft  were  fo  emaciat<;d,  as  to  be  unfit 
for    labor,    had    he    been   attacked  and 
repujfed,    he  muft  have  left  beliind  ?U 
U4  his 
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his  artillery,  for  want  of  horfes  to  convey 
it;  in  addition  to  all  thefe  diftreflfes, 
Waihington  had  not  in  his  camp,  at 
any  one  time,  a  week's  provifion  for  man 
and  horfe,  and  fometimcs  he  was  totally 
49flitute, 

The  Loyalifts  greatly  cenfure  General 
Howe,  in  fuffering  Wafhington  to  con*, 
tinue  in  this  weak  and  dangerous  ftatq 
from  December   till  May,    and    equally 
aftonifhed  what  could  be  the  motive  he 
did  not  attack,  furround,  or  take  by  fiegCi 
the  whole  army,  when  the  feverity  of  the 
weather  was  gone— they  expeded  that  in 
the  months  of  March,  April,  and  May, 
they  fliQuld  h?ar  of  the  camp  being  ftorm» 
cd  or  befieged.     Certainly  the  fituation 
it  favored  either,  for  on  the  left  was  th« 
Skuylkill  that  was  impaffable,  but  over" 
the  bridge,  on  the  rear,  lay  Valley  Creek^ 
with  the  precipice  and  narrow  pafs ;  ^np. 
Jhe  right^  and  in  the  front,  it  could  be? 
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approached  on  equal  terms  5  by  ppfting 
two  thoufand  men  on  a  commanding 
ground,  near  the  bridge  on  the  North 
fide  of  the  Skuylkill,  it  would  have  ren* 
dered  the  efcape  of  the  enemy  on  the  left 
impofUble.  Two  thoufand  pofted  on  a 
like  ground  oppofite  the  narrow  pajS, 
cfFeftually  prevented  a  retreat  by  the  i;ear, 
and  five  or  fix  thoufand  men  placed  jon  the 
right  and  in  the  front  of  his  camp,  would 
have  deprived  them  of  flight  on  thofe 
ficks  'j  tlie  pofitions,  were  fuch,  that  if  any 
corps  were  attacked,  they  could  inflantly 
have  been  fupported ;  under  all  thefe  fa* 
vorable  circumftances,  fuccefs  was  to  be 
little  doubted^  but  it  fhould  feem  that 
General  Howe  was  exaflly  in  the  fam^ 
fituation  as  General  Burgoyne,  refpe6ting 
jntclligence,  obtaining  none  he  could  place 
a  perfeft  reliance  on.  In  fa£t,  the  Ame- 
ricans have  a  moft  decided  fuperiority  over 
us  this  war  in  that  refpe6l,  our  pofl  and 
fTtuations,  nay,  even  fecret  marches,  with 

their 
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their  intentions,  are  made  known  to  Gc^ 
neral  Wafliington  by  the  inumerable  fpies 
and  fecret  enemies  who  come  into  our 
camp  and  lines,  under  the  fpecious  cha-^ 
rafter  of  LoyaUfts ;  it  is  quite  the  reverie 
with  him,  eveiy  man  who  enters  his  camp 
is  known  to  fome  one  or  other,  as  his 
army  is  compofed  of  troops  from  every 
province. 

The  LoyaHfts  in  Penfylvania  generally 
accufe  General  Howe  with  ungrateful  con- 
duft,  in  abandoning  Philadelphia,  after 
all  the  affiftance  they  had  given  him,  and 
not  having,  during  the  Winter,  endeavor- 
ed to  diflodged  General  Wafliington  at 
.Valley  Forge,  fufFering  the  enemy  to  har- 
rafs  and  diftrefs  the  loyal  inhabitants  on 
every  fide  of  the  Britifli  lines,  deftroying 
their  mills,  feizing  their  grain,  horfes  and 
cattle,  imprifoning,  whipping,  branding 
and  killing  the  unhappy  people,  devoted  to 
the  caufe  of  their  Sovereign,  who,  at  every 

rifque. 
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rifque  were  daily  fupplying  the  army,  navy, 
and  Loyal  inhabitants  within  the  lines, 
with  eveiy  neeeffary,  and  luxury  the 
country  afforded. 

Indeed,  the  Loyalifts  of  Penfylvania  arc 
greatly  to  be  pitied,  for  they  have  been 
muchperfecuted  finqe  our  troops  evacuted 
Philadelphia,  their  loyalty  is  greatly  abated, 
as  they  conceive  themfelves  made  a  facri- 
fice  of  by  the  condu6l  of  General  Howe ; 
and  are  fo  exceeding  incenfed,  and  violent 
againft  him,  tjiey  do  not  hefitate  to  fay, 
that  in  eafe  and  comfort,  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, he  cared  little  for  military  fame 
or  glory }  that  he  hegle6lcd  his  duty  to  his 
King  and  country,  that  he  negledted  the 
antereft  and  fafety  of  the  country  he  was 
fent  tQ  proteft,  and  that  his  whole  conduft 
was  founded  on  private  intereft  and  am- 
bition 5  you  fhall  not  know  my  fentiments 
^till  we  meet- 


At 
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At  a  poor  farm  houfe  I  was  quartered  at, 
the  night  before  we  came  into  this  town>  i 
was  much  furprized  when  it  grew  daiic,  to 
fee  the  landlady  bring  in  a  couple  of  green 
wax-candles,  which  at  firft  we  really  took 
them  to  be;  but  lo !  they  were  niade  from 
the  berries  of  a  tree,  which  is  called  the 
tallow  flirub,  as  they  produce  a  kind  of 
wax  or  tallow ;  this  plant  grows  in  £fig- 
land,    and  known   by  the  n|inc  of  tlic    ^ 
candlebeiry  tree.     The  methodof  making  3 
the  fat  from  thefe  berries,  is  by  gathering  3 
them  late  in  the  Autumn,  then  they  are^ 
put  into  a  pot  of  boiling  water  5   of  courfes 
the  fat  melts  out,  and  floats  on  the  fur^ — ' 
face,  which  is  fkimmed  off,  arid  this  pro— ^^ 
cefs  is  continued,  'till  there  is  no  fat  Idt^^ 
when    congealed,    it   has  a  green  dirty<^ 
color,  but  after  refined,   becomes  perfeSUy"** 
tranfparentj  with  this  they  manufa6bitty 
their  candles ;  they  were  formerly   much. 
ufed,  but  before  the  war,  they  could  pro- 
cure tallow  in  great  abundance,  and.  there- 
fore 
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lore  ufed  it  in  prefereruce,    as  the  time  for 

gathering  the  berries  and  p^eparmg  them> 

fcarcely  repays  the  trouble.     Now  the  poor 

kah-abitants  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 

tiiem,  as  no  tallow  i^  imported,  and  all 

the  cattle  is  taken  for  the  fupply  of  the 

army.     There  are  many  qualities  apper- 

taiemg  to  the  caadles   made  from  their 

Irerries  5  they  do  not  eafily  bend  or  melt  in 

Summer,  as  common  candles,    they  burn 

l^etter  and  ffower,  and  when  extinguifhed, 

-^o  not  fmoak,  but  rather  evaporate  with 

an  ^reeable  odour. 

The  town  of  Lancaster  is  tlie  largeft  in-* 
l&nd'.  town  in  America,  it  contains  at  leafl: 
ten- thoufand  inhabitants,  chiefly  Germans 
and  Irifli,  there  are  fome  few  good  houfes^ 
and^exclufive  of  thofe,  it  appears  neither 
handfome^  nor  agreeable;  however  the 
markets  are  plentifully  fupplied  with  all 
lorts  of  provifion,  andthecyder  is  veryex- 
cellent^ 
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cellent,  the  neareft  to  Englifh  of  any  I  met 
with  in  America. 


Moft  of  the  houfes  before  the  door 
have  an  elevation,  to  which  you  afcend  by 
fteps  from  the  ftreet,  refembling  a^fmalS 
balcony  with  benches  on  both  fides,  where 
the  inhabitants  fit  and  enjoy  the  frefh  air, 
and  view  the  people  paffing  5  moft  of  them 
have  ftoves  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Ca- 
nadians. 

This  town,  before  the  commencement 
of  thefe  unhappy  troubles,  carried  on  2 
confiderable  trade  with  Philadelphia,  and 
the  frontier  fettlements  5  now  it  has  fcarcely 
fufficient  to  fupply  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  neighbouring  farms  -,  it  is  really  a  dif- 
trefling  circumftance,  to  fee  fuch  a  popu- 
lous, and  no  doubt,  flourifhing  town, 
once  a  fcene  of  buttling  induftry,  now 
in  a  ftate  of  fupinenefs,  the  fhopkeep- 
crs  lolling  and  fmoaking  at  their  doors, 

their 
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theii^  (hops  which  were  overflowing  with 
forts  of  commodities,  fcarcely  contain 
more  than  Shakefpere's  Apothecary's  "  a 
"  beggarly  account  of  empty  boxes,"  un- 
lefs  indeed,  fome  French  frippery,  which 
the  inhabitants  will  not  purchafe ;  the 
only  little  fign  of  trade  that  I  could  per- 
ceive, was  among  fadlers  and  gunfmiths, 
who  were  making  materials  for  the  Conti- 
nental army : This'  unhappy  war  has 

thrown  the  Americans  into  fuch  a  ftate, 
that  it  will  be  a  century  before  they  csn 
recover  from  it. 

The  town  of  Lancafter  has  no  building 
of  any  confequence,  except  the  Lutheran 
church,  which,  is  only  built  of  brick, 
the  infide  has  a  moft  magnificent  appear- 
ance; the  large  galleries  on  each  fide,  the 
fpacious  organ-loft,  fupported  by  Corin- 
thian pillars,  arc  exceedingly  beautiful, 
and  there  are  pillars  of  the  Ionic  order, 
from  the  galleries  to  the  roof.  The  altar- 
piece 
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piece  is  very  elegantly  ornamented^  the 
whole  of  the  church,  as  well  as  the  or- 
gan, painted  white  with  gilt  decorations, 
which  has  a  very   neat    appearance  5    it 
greatly  reminded    me  of    tlie  chapel  at 
Greenwich  Hofpital ;  the  organ,  is  reckon* 
cd  the  largeft  and  beft  in  A^nerica,  it  was 
built  by  a  German,    wha  refideS'  abonl 
feventccn  miles  from  Lancafter,.  he  made 
every  individuals  part  of  it  with  his  own 
hands;  it  was  near  feven  years  in  com* 
pleating;   the  organ  has  not  only  every 
pipe  and  flop  that  is  in  moft  others,  but 
it  has  many  other  pipes  to  fwell  the  bafs, 
which  are  of  an  amazing,  circumference, 
and  thefe  aft  played  upon  by  the  feet^ 
there  being  a  row  of  wooden  keys  that  th« 
performer  treads  on.     I  d^  not  recollcft 
ever  feeing  an  organ  of  this  conftrufHon, 
except  thofe  of  the  Savoy  Chapel  and  St 
Paurs;  in  the  latter  they  are  fhut  up  as  the 
vibration  of  found  was  found  too  power- 
ful for  the  dome  3  but  then  they  had  only 

four 
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^oiir  or  five  of  thefe  wooden  keys,  whereas 
:his  organ  has  a  dozen:  the  man  who 
liewed  the  inftrument  played  on  it,  and 
:he  effefl  of  thefe  keys  was  aftonifliing,  it 
ibfolutely  made  the -very  building  fhakc; 
[t  is  the  largeft,  and  I  think  the  fineft 
[  ever  faw,  without  exception;  and 
i^vhen  you  examine  it,  you  wonder  it  did 
[lot  take  up  the  marl's  whole  life  in  con- 
^ruftiiig;  to  eftimate  its  goodnefs  and 
<aJuc,  I  ftiall  only  tell  you  it  coft  two 
loufand  five  hundred  pounds  (lerling  -,  to 
xia  who  are  fo  muficalj  what  a  treat 
OTild  it  be  to  be  here  a  few  hours  only, 
^Xefs  indeedi  you  would  think  a  few 
c>j:e  not  thrown  away  entirely,  when 
L-otted  to 


If  ours,  &c^ 


"VoL.iL         X  Let- 
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LETTER         LXh 


FralmchrTonxm,  in  Mafjjlmii 
Dec,  z^tby  1778. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEN©, 

A  F  T  E  R  wc  kft  Lancafter,  we  croflfei 
^  *  the  Siifquehannah,  which,  though  i 
large,  broad,  aiid  beautiful  river,  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous,  on  account  of  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  current,  and  innumerable 
fmall  rocks  that  juft  make  their  appearance 
above  the  furface  j  in  crofling  it  we  were 
not  without  our  fears,  for  a  fcowl,  belong- 
ing to  the  fecond  brigade,  in  which  Lord 
Torphinchin,  and  a  number  of  officers 
and  foldiers  of  the  twenty-firft  regiment 

was 
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wa&near  being  loft  by  ftriking  on  one  of 

thefe  rocks  5  this  river  falls  into  the  Chefa- 

pe^  and  forms  the  head  of  that  vaft  water^ 

which,  though  one  of  the  largeft  and  mofk 

beautiful  rivers  in  America,  is  the  leaft 

ufeful,  as  it  is  not  navigable  above  twelve 

or  fifteen  miles  at  the  fartheft,  for  fhips 

of  any  burthen,  and  above  that  fcarcely 

fa  for  canoes;    the  utility  of  this  river 

would  be  great,   if  the  navigation^  even 

for  canoes  was  pra£licable,  as  the  fource 

of  the  eaft  branch  of  this  river  is  in  the 

Alohawk  country,  and  from  thence  to  the 

xxiouth  in  the  Chefapeak,   is  near  feven 

hundred  miles. 

After  we  croffed  the  Sufquehannah,  we 
arrived  at  York- town,  which  was  fome  time 
the  feat  of  Congrefs  -,  this  is  reckoned  the 
fecond  inland  town  in  America,  it  is  not 
near  fo  large  as  Lancafter,  but  much  plea- 
fantcr,  being  fituated  on  Codorow-creek, 
a  pretty  ftream  which  falls  into  the  Seque- 
X  2  hannah ; 
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hannah ;  this  town  contains  between  twa 
and  three  thoufand   inhabitants  >  chiefly 
Iriih,    intermixed  with  a  few  Germans^ 
here  was    formerly   more  trade  than  in 
Lancafter,  and  notwithftanding  the  trou- 
bles,   it  has  flill   more  the    appearance 
of  it;   as    we   came  into  the  town  at 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  march- 
ed the   next    morning,    you  may  eafiJy 
imagine  I  had  but  little  time  to  make  any 
very  particular  obfervations  ;  but  in  walk- 
ing about,  I  faw  the  Court-houfe  and  rf 
few  churches,  which  are  very  neat  brick  jz 
buildings,  and  I  remarked  the  houfes  were.^ 
much  better  built,  and  with  more  regu — :: 
larity    than    at  Lancafter  5    of  the   two.  ^ 
[  though  York  is  confiderably  lefs  than  th^.^^ 
other,  I  (hould  give  it  the  preference  for  r 
place  of  refidence. 

As  I  obfervcd  in  a  former  letter,  it  w^^s 
with  a  view  and  hope  that  the  men  woul^ 
defert,   that  the  Congrefs  marched  us  ^t 

this 
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this  inclement  feafon  -,  numbers  have  an- 
fwered  their  wifhes,  efpecially  the  Ger- 
mans, who  feeing  in  what  a  comfortable 
manner  their,  countrymen  live,  left  us  in 
great  numbers,  as  we  marched  through 
New- York,  the  Jerfeys,  and  Penfylvania; 
^mong  the  number  of  deferters  is  my  fer- 
vant,  who,  ^  we  left  Lancafter,  ran  from 
me  with  my  hbrfe,  portmanteau,  and  every 
thing  he  could  take  with  him.  I  did  not 
^njfs  him  till  night,  as  I  concluded  he  was 
with  the  baggage  waggons  -,  the  next 
morning  I  obtained  permiflion  from  the 
officer  that  efcorted  us,  to  return  back  in 
purfuit  of  him,  as  I  had  reafons  to  fuppofe 
he  was  going  back  to  New-England;  in 
the  afternoon,  on  the  other  lide  of  Lan- 
cafter, I  met  the  firft  brigade  of  the  Ger- 
mans, who  were  marching  into  the  town. 
Being  acquainted  with  Colonel  Mingen, 
who  commanded,  he  enquired  if  I  had  orr 
ders  for  him,  but  telling  him  the  purport 
pf  my  return,  he  informed  me  that  he  had 
X  3  met 
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met  my  fervant  that  morning,  juft  as  thcf 
were  going  to  march  i  he  enquired  of  him 
how  I  did,  and  the  reafon  of  his  returning^ 
when  the  fellow  fakl  "  I  was  very  well> 
**  and  that  I  defired  my  complipdents  to 
**  him,  if  he  fliould  meet  him,  and  that 
**  he  was  returning  for  a  pair  of  fadcflof 
**  bags  that  he  left  behind  on  the  road." 
After  this  I  thought  any  purfuit  in  vain, 
therefore  returned  back  to  the  regiment, 
who,  by  this  time,  had  arrived  in  this 
town. 

We  have  been  greatly  perplexed  jn  our  "^ 
march  through  the  different  provinces,  bf** 
the  dollars  being  of  fuch  various  vakie  -,  v(l^ 
fome  it  is  only  fix  (hillings,  in  ofthera^ 
feven,  fevcn  and  fixpcnce,  and  eight  fhH'— -= 
lings.  The  provinces  entertain  littfe  opi-«^- 
nion  as  to  the  value  of  their  ncighbotirs*^' 
money,  as  it  will  not  pafs  in  the  next^ 
province ;  the  New- York  money  will  not 
pafs  in  the  Jerfeys,  nor  th?it  of  the  Jerfeyj 

in 
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Sn  Penfylvania,  and  fo  on.  The  Congrefs 
jaxon/^Y  is  taken  throughout  the  whole  of 
them,  but  there  are  fome  provinces  which 
deem  their  own  money  of  more  real  value 
than  that  of  Congrefs,  and  take  it  in  pre- 
Jference,  not  that  they  dare  refufe  the  other, 
las  it  would  be  deemed  high  treafoii. 

Till  our  arrival  at  this  place,  we  have 
cfead  the  moft  delightful  weather  imagin- 
;^le,  but  yefterday  morning  there  came  on 
«  moft  violent  fnow  ftorm,  and  which  laft- 
mi  the  whole  day  j  it  was  as  fevere  as  any 
4  ev^  faw  in  Canada ;  the  fnow  is  up  to 
^mt's  knees,  which  has  rendered  the  Po- 
-towmack  fo  dangerous,  that  we  are  wait- 
ing here  till  it  either  freezes  over,  or  be- 
comes paffable,  the  firft  brigade  are  for-. 
Annate,  for  by  this  time,  they  drc  arrived 
8t  Charlottefville. 

Frederick  Town  is  a  fine  large  town, 

and  has  a  very  noble  appearance,  as  the 

X|  4  houfes 
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houfes  are  moftly  formed  of  brick 'an4 
ftone,  there  being  very  few  timber  bviildr 
ings  in  it  -,  it  contains  near  tw8?  thoufand 
inhabitants,  chiefly  Germans,  quite  in- 
land, the  nearefl:  port  being  George  Town, 
vrhich  is  fifty  miles  diftant,  the  only  river, 
which  is  the  Potowmack,  is  eight  miles 
from  the  town. 

About  four  miles  before  you  enter  it, 
you  crofs  the  Monoccacy  Creek,  which, 
without  a  guijde  to  fhew  the  ford,  a 
ftranger  muft  inevitably  be  carried  down 
the  flream  ;  this  ford  is  in  the  form  of  a 
crefcent,  and  made  with  large  loofe  ftones, 
that  a  horfe  is  in  continual  danger  of  fall- 
ing; the  water,  in  general,  is  up  to  the 
Ikirts  pf  the  faddle,  and  after  the  leaft  fall 
of  rain,  it  is  impaflable  for  fome  hours ; 
there  is  a  ferry-boat,  but  it  is  fo  badly 
attended,  and  in  fuch  a  (battered  flate, 
that  you  are  afraid  to  venture  in  it, 

lam 
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/  I  am  quartered  at  the  houfe  of  a  Mn 
M'Murdo,  who  is  the  Commiffary  of 
Provifions  in  this  town,  and,  although 
jjrongly  attached  tp  the  caufe  of  the  Amcr 
ricans,  poffeffes  very  philanthropic  ideas, 
Jiis  treatment  and  polite  behaviour  to  the 
pfficers  quartered  at  his  houfe,  truly  mark 
the  gentleman  and  man  of  the  world. — His 
attention  is  fiich,  that  although  for  this  day, 
which  is  as  much  a  day  of  feftival  as  in 
pngland,  he  has  been  engaged  for  fome  time 
paft  among  his  friends  and  relations,  he 
would  flay  at  home,  and  entertain  us  with 
an  excellent  Chriftmas  dinner,  not  even 
forgetting  plumb-pudding.  If  the  Ame- 
ricans in  general  poffefled  fuch  liberal 
fentiments,  it  would  prevent  the  many 
Jiorrid  barbarities  and  perfecutions  which 
arife  in  confequence  of  this  unnatural 
war,  and  which  have  branded  the  name 
-of  America  with  an  odium,  that  no  time 
can  obliterate,  no  merit  expunge. 

I  now 
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I  now  experience  what  has  been  often, 
told  me,  that  the  further  I  went  to  thfc 
fouthward,  I  fhould  find  the  inhabitants 
poffefe  more  liberality  and  hofpitality^ 
I  remain 


Your's,  &e% 


LET- 
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Joneses  Plantation,  marChartotteJhilJe^ 
4n  Virginia,  Jan.  to,  1779* 


UY   D£AR   FRIEND^ 

AF  T  E  R  we  left  Frederick  Town,  wc 
crofied  the  Potowmack  River  with 
imminent  danger,  as  the  current  was  very 
rapid,  large  floats  of  ice  fwimming  down 
It,  though  the  river  was  only  half  a  mile 
wide,  the  fcowl  that  I  crofled  over  in  had 
[everal  narrow  efcapes ;  at  one  time  it  was 
quite  fattened  in  the  ice,  but  by  great  ex- 
ertions of  the  men  in  breaking  it,  we  made 
good  our  landing  on  the  oppofite  ihore, 
»ear  a  mile  lower  than  the  Ferry. 

The 
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The  difficulty  of  croffing  was  only  a 
fore-runner  of  the  hardfhips  and  fatigues 
we  were  to  experience  on  our  entering 
Virginia^  for  on  oyr  march  to  thisr  place, 
the  men  experienced  fuch  diftreffes,  as 
were  fevere  in  the  extreme  j  the  roads  were 
exceedingly  bad  from  the  Iqte  fall  of  fnow, 
which  was  encrufted,  but  not  fufficiently  to 
bear  the  weight  of  a  man,  fo  we  were  con- 
tinually finking  us  up  to  our  knees,  and 
cutting  our  fhins  and  ancles,  and,  peAaps, 
after  a  march  of  fixteen  or  eighteen  miles 
in  this  maner,  at  night  the  privates  had  to 
flecp  in  woods;  after  their  arrival  at  the 
place  of  deftination,  the  officers  had  to 
ride  five  or  fix  miles  to  find  a  hoy  el  to 
refl  in. 

But  on  our  arrival  at  Charlottefville,  no 
pen  can  defcribe  the  fcene  of  mifery  and 
confufion  that  enfued  ^  the  officers  of  the 
firfl  and  fecond  brigade  were  in  the  town, 
and  our  arrival  added  to  their  diflrefs  3 

this 
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tliis  famous  place  wc  had  heard  fo  much 
of,  confifted  only  of  a  Court-houfe,  one  : 
tavern,  and  about  a  dozen  houfes ;  all  of 
which  were  crowded  with  officers,  thofe  of ' 
our  brigade  therefore,  were  obliged  to  ride 
about  the  country,  and  entreat  the  inha- 
bitants to  take  us  in. 

As  to  the  men,  the  fituation  was  truly 
horrible,  after  the  hard  (hifts  they  had 
experienced  in  their  march  from  the  Po- 
towmack,  they  were,  inftead  of  comfort- 
able barracks,    condu6led  into  a  wood, 
-where  a  few  log  huts  were  juft  begun  to 
l>c  built,  the  moft  part  not  covered  over, 
^nd  all  of  them  full  of  fnow ;   thefe  the 
liien  were  obliged  to  clear  out,  and  cover 
over  to  fecure  themfelves  from  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather  as  quick  as  they 
could,  and  in  the  courfe  of  two  or  three 
days  rendered  them  a  habitable,  but  by 
no  means  a  comfortable  retirement ;  what 
added  greatly  to  the  diftrelTes  of  the  men^ 

was 
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was  the  want  of  provifions,  as  none  had 
aa  yet  arrived  for  the  troops,  and  for  fix 
days  they  fubfifted  on  the  meal  of  Indian 
com  made  into  cakes.  The  jperfon  who 
had  the  management  of  every  things  in- 
formed us  that  we  were  not  exp^ed  till 
Spring. 

Never  was  a  country  fo  deflitute  of 
every  comfort,  provifions  were  not  to  be 
purchafed  for  ten  days  ;  the  officers  fub- 
fifted upon  fait  pork,  and  Indian  corn: 
made  into  cakes,  not  a  drop  of  any  kind: 
pf  fpirit,  what  little  there  had  beenj,  waa 
already  confumed  by  the  firft  and  fecondi 
brigade  ;  many  officers,  to  comfort  them-* 
felves,  put  red  pepper  into  water,  to  drinfc 
by  way  of  cordial. 

Upon  a  reprefentation  of  our  fituation^ 
by  Brigadier  General  Hamilton,  to  Colo- 
ijel  Bland,  who  commanded  the  American 
troops,  he  promifed  to  render  the  fitua.* 

tioa 


THROUGH      AMERICA.  3!} 

tion  of  the  men  as  comfortable  as  poffible, 
and  with  all  expedition.  As  to  the  offi-. 
cers,  upon  figning  a  parole,,  they  might 
go  to  Richmond  and  other  adjacent  towns, 
to  procure  themfelves  quarters,  according^ 
ly  a  parole  was  figned,  which  allowed  a 
circuit  of  near  one  hundred  miles.  And 
after  the  officers  had  drawn  lots,  as 
three  were  to  rem^n  in  the  barracks 
with  the  men,  or  at  Charlottifville,  the 
principal  part  of  them  fet  off  for  Rich- 
wkond,  many  of  them  are  at  plantations, 
twenty  or  thirty  miks  from  the  barracks^ 
I  am  quartered  with  M^or  Matter  and 
four  other  officers  of  our  regiment^  at  this 
plantation,  about  twenty  miles  from  the 
barracks ;  the  owner  has  given  up.  his 
houfe,  and  gone  to  refide  at  his  overfeer's, 
awl  for  the  ufe  of  his  houfe,  we  pay  him 
two  guineas  a  week. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  troops  at  Chariot-^ 
tcfvillc,  the  offix:ers,  what  with  vexation, 

and 
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and  to  keep  out  the  cold,  drank  rathcjf 
freely  of  an  abominable  liquor,  called 
peach  brandy,  which,  if  drank  to  exccfs^ 
the  fumes  raife  an  abfolute  delirium^  and 
in  their  cups,  feveral  were  guilty  of  deeds 
that  would  admit  of  no  apology,  the  in-- 
habitants  muft  have  a6lually  thought  us 
mad,  for  in  the  courfe  of  three  or  four 
days,  there  were  no  lefs  that  fix  or  fcven 
duels  fought. 

.  Colonel  Bland,  who  commands  thtf 
American  troops,  was  formerly  a  phyfi^ 
cian,  at  a  place  called  Peterfburg,  on  the 
James  River,  but  on  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  as  being  fome  way  related  to 
Bland,  who  wrote  a  military  treatife,  he 
felt  a  martial  fpirit  arife  in  him,  therefore 
quitted  the  iEfculapian  art,  and  at 
own  expence  raifed  a  regiment  oF  light 
horfe.  As  to  thofe  troops  of  his  regi — x 
cnent  with  Wafhington  s  army,  I  can — X 
not  fay  any  thing,  but  the  two  that  ibm^r. 

Colone^-^ 
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:olond  has  with  him  here,  for  the  pur- 
lofes  of  expreffes  and  attendance,  are  the 
aoft  curious  figures  you  ever  faw  j  fome, 
ike  Prince  Prettyman,  with  one  boot,  others 
sfs  fortunate,  without  any  j  fome  hofelefs, 
nth  their  feet  peeping  out  of  their  (hoes ; 
others  with  breeches  that  put  decency  to 
hcbluflij  fome  in  fhort  jackets,  fome  in 
ong  toats,  but  all  have  fine  dragoon  caps, 
nd  long  fwords  flung  round  them,  fome 
vith  holfters,  fome  without,  butgadamercy 
)iftols,  for  they  have  not  a  brace  and  a  half 
imong  them,  but  they  are  tolerably  well 
nounted,  and  that  is  the  only  thing  you 
:an  advance  in  their  favor ;  the  Colonel  is 
b  fond  of  his  Dragoons,  that  he  reviews 
md  manoeuvres  them  every  morning,  and 
vhcnevcr  he  rides  out,  has  two  with  drawn 
Words  before,  and  two  behind  j  it  is  really 
aughable  to  fee  him  thus  attended  with  his 
agged  regiment,  which  looks,  to  borrow 
Ihakefpeare's  idea,  as  if  the  gibbets  had 
>ecn  robbed  to  make  it  up — then  the  Co* 
onel  himfelf,  notwithflanding  his  martial 
Vol.  IL  Y  fpirit 
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fpirit,  has  all  the  grave  deportment,  as  if 
he  was  going  to  a  confuUation. 

The  houfe  that  we  refidc  in  is  iituat€d 
upon  an  eminence,  commanding  a  proiped 
of  near  thirty  miles  around  it>  and  the 
fi^ce  of  the  country  appears  an  immenie 
foreft,  interfperfed  with  various  planta- 
tions, four  or  five  miles  diftant  fr^m  ^ach 
other ;  on  thefe  there  is  a  dwelling-houfe 
in  the  center,  with  kitchens,  fmoke-houfi^ 
and  out-houfes  detached,  and  from  the 
various  hnildinga,  ?ach  plantation  has  tl 
appearance  of  a  fmall  village^  at  fbm^^j 
little  diftance  from  the  houfes^  .  arfc~2 
peaeh  and  apple  orchards,  &c.  and  Icats*^ 
ter^d  oYey.the  plantations  are  the  ncgroe^^^ 
huts  andtobaccQ-hqulies,  which  are 
built  of  wood,  for  thz  curt  c^  that  articl 


The  Uqu^s  are  moft  of  thepi  bu^t; 
wood,  the  roof  being  covered  witki^ix^^ 
and  not  ^ways  latlxed  and  plaftered  wi 
in,,  only  thpfe  pf  the.bettur  ibrt  thafcjK— w 

finilh«3f 
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Eniflicd  in  that  manner,  and  painted  <m 
Ae  outfidQ  5  the  chimneys  arc  often  of 
brick,  but  the  generality  of  them  are  wood^ 
coated  in  the  infide  with  clay  5  the  win^ 
dows  of  the  better  fort  are  glazed,  the  reft 
have  only  wooden  fhutters. 

The  fences  and  enclofures  in  this  pro-^ 
vince  arc  different  from  the  others,  for 
thofe  to  the  northward  are  made  either  of 
ftone  or  rails  let  into  pofts,  about  a  foot 
Sunder  5  here  they  are  compofed  of  what 
Js  termed  fence  railsy  which  are  made  out 
6f  trees  cut  orfawed  into  lengths  of  about 
twelve  feet,  that  are  mauld  or  fplit  ihta- 
rails  from  fom*  to  fix  inches  diameter. 

When  they  form  an  inclofure,  thefe  raily 
are  laid  fo,  tl^at  they  crofs  each  other 
obliquely  at  each  end,  and  are  laid  zig  zag 
to  the  amount  of  ten  or  eleven  rails  in 
height,  then  ftakes  are  put  againft  each 
6omer,  double  acrofs,  with  the  lowei 
(Olds  drove  a  little  into  the  ground, 
Y  2  and 


/ 
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and  above  thefe  flakes  is  placed  a'  rail  of 
double  the  fize  of  the  others,  which  is 
termed  the  rider,  which,  in  a  manner, 
locks  up  the  whole,  and  keeps  the  fenc^ 
firm  and  fteady .  ) 

Thefe  enclofures  are  generally  feven  ov 
eight  feet  high,  they  are  not  very  ftrong 
but  convenient,  as  they  can  be  removed  to 
any  other  place,  where  they  may  be  more 
neceffary;  from  a  mode  of  conftrufting 
thefe  enclofures  in  a  zig  zag  form,  the, 
New-Englanders  have  a  faying,  when  a 
man  is  in  liquor,  be  is  making  Virginia, 
fences. 

Their  manner  of  clearing  the  land  Is, 
by  cutting  a  circle  round  the  tree  through 
the  bark  quite  to  the  wood,  before  the  fap 
rifes,  which  kills  it ;  they  then  clear  the. 
fmall  brufh-wood  and  cultivate  the  ground,. 
leaving  the  trees  to  rat  {landing,  which, 
happens  in  a  very  few  years ;  and  after. 

receiving, 
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receiving  the  circular  wound,  they  never 
more  bear  leaves ;  a  large  field  in  this  ftate 
has  a  very  fmgular,  ftriking,  and  dreadful 
appearance,  it  fhould  feem  dangerous  to 
walk  in  them,  for  the  trees  are  of  a  pro- 
digious magnitude  and  height,  from  which 
are  impending  in  awful  ruins  vaft  limbs, 
and  branches  of  an  enormous  fize,  which 
arc  continually  breaking  off,  and  fre- 
quently whole  trees  are  falling  to  the 
ground  with  a  moft  horrible  crafh,  the 
found  of  which  is  greatly  encreafed  and 
protrafted  by  the  furrounding  echoes  :  yet 
I  am  informed,  notwithftanding  the  dan- 
ger, few  accidents  happen  from  them, 
except  to  cattle. 
< 

:  Upon  our  informing  the  Commiflary  of 
Provifions  where  we  were  quartered,  he 
gjave  us  an  order  upon  a  Colonel  Cole, 
who  refides  about  four  miles  diftant,  to 
fupply  us,  he  being  appointed  to  colled 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Congrefs  in  this  diftrift, 
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who,  upon  application,  fcnt  us  about  a 
month's  provifion  of  flour  and  fait  port 
for  ourfelvcs  and  fervants.  As  the  cart 
with  the  provifions  came  through  the 
plantation,  I  was  much  furprized  to  fee 
all  the  cattle,  horfes,  fheep,  and  hogs  fol- 
lowing it,  nor  could  the  driver  keep  them 
off,  till  he  came  to  the  houfe.  I  found 
this  was  to  lick  the  barrels  which  con* 
tained  the  fait  meat. 

The  inhabitants  throughout  America, 
whofe  habitations  are  at  any  great  dif« 
tance  from  the  fea  or  falt-water,  give 
their  cattle  and  horfes  fait  once  or  twice  a 
week,  with  which  they  are  fatisfied,  but 
here  they  were  fo  diftrafted  after  it,  as  to 
lick  the  earth  where  there  has  been  any  pot 
liquor  in  which  fait  meat  has  been  boiled, 
till  they  have  licked  up  all  the  faline  parti- 
cles, and  if  a  horfe  that  has  been  rode  hard, 
and  in  a  fweat,  is  turned  out  with  others, 

they 
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tliey  each  inltantly  furround    and    lick 
him. 


sNature  feems  to  have  prompted  thefe 
animals  by  inftind:,  as  if  fertfiblc  thefe 
inline  particles  were  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
correft  the  acidity  arifing  from  a  fuper- 
abundant  accumuktion  in  the  ftomach  of 
the  vegetable  juices ;  the  inhabitants  there- 
fore not  only  give  them  fait  as  medicinal, 
and  to  promote  their  encreafe  of  flefh,  but 
to  render  them  gentle  and  tame,  and  to 
allure  them  to  vifit  their  plantations; 
otherwife,  as  they  are  not  deficient  in  pro- 
vender in  Winter,  they  would  run  Wild 
and  roam  beyond  the  reach  of  theii* 
^ywners,  in  thefe  iinmenfe  woods  i  yet 
n^withftanding  this  precaution,*  great 
numbers  do  run  at  large  entirely^  wildj 
and  have  no  proprietors,  but  thofe  on 
whofe  lands  they  arc  found. 

,s  Y  4  Moft 
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Moft  perfons  who  are  in  pofleffion  of 
?miy  confiderable  plantation,  have  wha,t  is 
called  a  right  in  the  woods,  by  which  they 
are  entitled  to  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
ewe  cattie  that  run  wild,  which  they  can 
difpofe  of,  or  transfer  as  afiixed  property ) 
there  is  no  other  criterion  to  afcertain  them 
but  by  branding,  or  putting  fome  marik 
on  them;  each  perfon  differs  in  this,  and 
they  are  recorded  in  the  county  court,  fuch 
property  is  further  fecured  by  an  aft  of 
the  affembly,  which  made  it  felony,  tb 
alter  or  deface  the  marks. 

Moft  of  the  planters  confign  the  care  of 
their  plantations  and  negroes  to  an  over- 
feer,  even  the  man  whofe  houfe  we  rent, 
Jias  his  overfeer,  though  he  could  with 
?afe  fuperintend  it  himfelf ;  but  if  they 
poffefs  a  few  negroes,  they  think  it  be- 
neath their  dignity,  added  to  which,  they 
^?  fo  abominably    lazy.     I'll  give  you 
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a  fketch  of  this  man's  general  way  of 
living. 

He  rifes  about  eight  o'clock,  drinks, 
what  he  calls  a  julep,  which  is  a  large 
glafs  of  rum,  fweetened  with  fugar,  and 
then  walks,  or  more  generally  rides  round 
his  plantation,  views  his  flock,  in- 
ipefts  his  crops,  and  returns  about  ten 
o'clock  to  breakfaft  on  cold  meat,  or  ham, 
iried  hommony,  toaft  and  cyder's  tea  and 
coffee  is  feldom  tafled,  but  by  the  womem- 
He  then  faunters  about  the  houfe,  fome* 
times  amufmg  himfelf  with  the  little  ne- 
groes who  are  playing  round  the  door,  or 
elfe  fcraping  on  a  fiddle;  about  twelve  or: 
one  he  drinks  toddy,  to  create  him  an  ap- 
petite for  his  dinner,  which  he  fits  down 
to  at  two  o'clock;  after  he  has  dined,  he 
generally  lays  down  on  the  bed,  and  rifes 
about  five,  then  perhaps  fips  fome  tea 
with  his  wife,  but  commonly  drinks  tod- 
dy 'till  bed  time ;  during  all  this  he  is 

neither 
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ftfithcr  drtink  nor  fpber,  but  in  aftatd  of 
ftupefa£lion;  this  is  his  ufual  mcxle  of  liv- 
ing, which  he  feldom  varies,  and  only 
c|uits  his  plantation  to  attend  the  Court- 
Houfe  on  court  days,  or  to  fome  hoUfe 
race  or  cock  fight ;  at  which  times  he  gets 
fo  egregioufly  drunk,  that  his  wife  fends 
a  couple  of  negroes  to  conduft  him  fafc 
home. 

Thus  the  whole  management  of  the 
plantation  is  left  to  the  overfeer,  who  as 
an  ehcourageiiieht  to  make  the  moft  of  the 
crops,  has  a  certain  portion  as  his  wages, 
hilt  hot  having  any  intereft  in  the  negroes, 
dny  further  than  their  labour,  he  drives 
and  whips  them  about,   and  works  them 
beyond  their  ftrength,  and  fometimes  till 
tbey    expire;   he  feels  no   lofs  in  their 
death,    he  knows  the  plantation  mutt  be 
fopplied,  and  his  humanity  is  eftimated  by 
his  intereft,  which  rifes  always  above  freez- 
ing point. 

It 
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It  is  the  poor  negroes  who  alone  work 
hard,  and  I  am  forry  to  fay,  fare  hard;, 
Incredible  is  the  fatigue  which  the  poof 
wretches  undergo,  and  that  nature  fhould 
be  able  to  fupport  it  5  there  certainly  muft 
be  fbmething  in  their  conftitutions,  as 
well  as  their  color,  different  from  us^  that 
enables  them  to  endure  it. 

They  are  called  up  at  day  break,  and 
feldom  allowed  to  fwallow  z,  mouthful  of 
homminy,  or  hoe  cake,  but  are  drawn 
«ut  into  the  field  immediately,  where 
they  continue  at  hard  labour,  without  in- 
termiffion,  till  noon,  when  they  go,t© 
their  dinners,  and  are  feldom  allowed 
an  hour  for  that  purpofe;  their  meals. 
confiil:  of  homminy  and  fait,  and  if  their 
mailer  is  a  man  of  humanity,  touched  by 
Ae  finer  feelings  of  love  and  fenfibility,he' 
allows  them  twice  aweek  a  little  fatlkimm-* 
ed  milk,  rufty  bacon,  or  fait  herring,  to  re* 
lilh  this  miferablc  and  fcanty  fare.     The 

man 
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man  at  this  plantation,  in  lieu  of  thefc, 
grants  his  negroes  an  acre  of  ground,  and 
all  Saturday  afternoon  to  raife  grain  and 
poultry  for  themfelves.     After  they  have 
dined,  they  return  to  labor  in  the  field, 
until  dufk  in  the  evening ;  here  one  natu- 
rally imagines  the  daily  labor  of  thefe  poor 
creatures  was  over,  not  fo,  they  repair  to  the 
tobacco  houfes,   where  each  has  a  tafk  of 
ftripping  allotted  which  takes  them  up  fome 
hours,  or  elfe  they  have  fuch  a  quantity  of 
Indian  com  to  huik,  and  if  they  neglcft 
it,  arc  tied  up  in  the  morning,  and  re- 
ceive a  number  of  lafhes  fromthofe  unfeel-? 
ing  monfters,  the  overfeers,  whofe  matters 
fufFer  them  to  exercife  their  brutal  autho- 
rity without  conftraint.      Thus  by  their 
night  tafk,    it  is  late  in  the  evening  before 
thefe  poor  creatures  return  to  their  fecond 
f  canty  meal,  and  the  time  taken  up  at  it 
encroaches    upon    their  hours  of  fleep^ 
which  for  refreftiment  of  food  and  fleep 

togethw: 
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together  can  never  be  reckoned  to  exceed 

eight. 

-» 

When  they  lay  themfelves  down  to  reft^ 
th^ir  comforts  are  equally  miferable  and 
liftiited,  for  they  fleep  on  a  bjcnch,  oron 
the  ground,  with  an  old  fcanty  blanket, 
which  ferves  them  at  once  for  bed  and  co- 
vering, their  cloathing  is  not  lefs  wretch- 
ed, confifting  of  a  fhirt  and  trowfcrs  of 
coarfe,  thin,  hard,  hempen  fluff,  in  the 
Summer,  with  an  addition  of  a  very  coarfe^ 
woollen  jacket,  breeches  and  ihoes  in 
Winter.  But  fincc  the  war,  their  matters, 
for  they  cannot  get  the  cloathing  as 
ufual,  fufFer  them  to  go  in  rags,  and 
many  in  a  ftate  of  nudity. 

The  female  flaves  (hare  labor  and  repofe 
juft  in  the  fame  manner,  except  a  few  who 
are  term'd  houfe  negroes,  and  are  employed 
in  houfehold  drudgery. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  poor  creatures  are  all  fubmiflioii 
to  injuries  and  infults,  and  are  obliged  ,te 
be  paffive,  nor  dare  they  refift  or  defend 
themfelvcs  if  attacked,  without  the  fmallefl 
provocation,  by  a  white  perfon,  as  the  lav*^ 
direfts  the  negroc*s  arm  to  be  cut  off  who 
raiies  it  againft  a  white  perfon,  fho^ld  it 
be  only  in  defence  againft  wanton  bar- 
barity and  outrage. 

Notwithftanding  this  humiliating  ftate 
and  rigid  treatment  to  which  this  wretched 
race  are  fulge6t,  they  are  devoid  of  care, 
and  appear  jovial,  contented  and  happy. 
It  is^  a  fortunate  circumftance  that  they 
poffe&y  and  arc  bleffed  with  fuch  an  ealy 
fatisfied  difpofition,  otherwife  they  muft 
inevitably  fink  under  fuch  a  complication 
0f  mifery  and  wretchednefs ;  what  is  An- 
gularly remarkable,  they  always  carry  ovtt 
a  piece  of  fire,  and  kindle  one  near  thci^ 
work,  let  the  weather  be  ever  fo  hot  and 
Jliltry. 

Aa 
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^  As  I  have  fcveral  times  mentioned  honi- 
.miny  and  hoe-cake,  it  may  not  be  amtfs  tb 
explain  them:  the  foraier  is  made  of  ftidl- 
.an  corn,  which  is  coarfely  broke,  and  boilu 
ed  with  a  few  French  beans,  till  it  Is  at- 
moft  a  pulp.  Hoe-cake  is  Indian  com 
ground  into  meal,  kneaded  into  a  dough, 
and  baked  before  a  fire,  but  as  the  negroes 
bake  theirs  on  the  hoes  that  they  work^ 
with,  they  have  the  appellation  of  hoe- 
cakes.  Thefe  are  in  common  ufe  among 
the  inhabitants,  I  cannot  fay  they  are  pa- 
lateable,  for  as  to  flavor,  one  made  of  faw- 
dufl:  would  be  equally  good,  and  not  un- 
like it  in  appearance,  but  they  are  certain- 
ly a  very  ftrong  and  hearty  food. 

Having  given  you  a  pretty  good  iketcli 
of  thefe  back-fettlers,  in  my  next  I  fhall 
be  aj^le'  to  afford  you  fome  account  of  the 
country,  and  the  lives  and  manners  of  the 
people  in  the  lower  parts  of  this  province, 

for 
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for  in  a  few  days  I  am  going  to  Richmond 
to  purchafc  fomc  liquors  and  neceflkrics, 
to  render  our  lituation  a  little  comfort-* 
able,  in  this  dreary  region  of  woods  and 
wretchednefs*    I  remain 


Yours,  &c* 


LJET. 
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LETTER      LXIIL 


MY    DEAR   FRI£ND> 


Ricbmorul,  in  Virginia^ 
Ftb.  12  1779. 


A  FEW  days  after  my  laft  letter,  with 
•^  your  friend  Johnfon  of  our  regiment, 
iet  off  for  this  place,  and  an  uncomfort- 
ble  journey  we  had,  as  the  feafon  was 
nfavorable,  and  rendered  travelling  very 
angerous,  on  account  of  the  fiiow  then 
n  the  ground,  and  the  continued  falls 
f  fl^t,  till  our  arrival  at  this  place. 

The  country  is  fo  much  covered  with 

''oods,   that  yo\x  travel  a  long  time  with- 

Voi,.  II.  Z  out 
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out   feeing  an  habitation,   (the  firft  we 
met  with,   was  near  eighteen  miles  from 
Charlottefville)  you  can  fcarcely  conceive 
the  difficulty  in  finding  the-  proper  roads, 
as  they  are  hardly  to  be  gueffed  at  by  thofe 
who  have  often  ufedto  travel  in  America  j 
when  one  is  bad,   they  make  another  in  a 
different  direftion,  added  to  which,  the 
planters,  ferns  ceremonie  turn  a  road  tofuit 
their  own  convenience,  and  render  it  more 
commodious  to  their  plantation,   if  per- 
chance you  meet  an  inhabitant  and  en- 
quire your  way,    his   dirc£Vions   are,  if 
poffible,  more  perplexing  than  the  roads 
themfelvcs,   for  he  tells  you  to  keep  the 
right  hand  path,   then  you'll  come  to  an 
old  field,  you  are  to  crofs  that,   and  then 
you'll   come  to  the  fence  of  fuch  a  ones 
plantation,    then  keep  that  fence,    and 
you'll  come  to  a  rdad  that  has  three  forks, 
(which  is  their  manner  of  defcribing  the 
partings  in  the  roads)  keep  the  right  hand 
fork  for  about  half  a  mik,  and  tliert  youll 

come 
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come  to  a  creek,  after  you  crofs  that 
creek,  you  muft  turn  to  the  left,  and 
then  you'll  come  to  a  tobacco  houfe; 
after  you  have  paffed  that,  you'll  come  to 
another  road  that  forks,  keep  the  right 
hand  fork,'  and  then  you'll  come  to  Mr. 
fuch  a  ones  ordinary,  and  he  will  dire6t 
you.  Thus  you  fee  it  requires  the  moft 
retentive  memory  to  be  able  to  proceed  at 
all,   if  unaccuftomed  to  the  roads. 

We  adopted  a  fmgular  mode,  which 
proved    fortunate.      One  day   after  tra- 
velling a  ftraight  road  for  near  fifteen 
miles  at  the  leaft,    as  we  calculated  by 
our  watches,  during  the  whole  way,   we 
neither  met  or  overtook  a  living  creature, 
and  were  greatly  at  a  lofs,  as  totally  un-. 
certain  of  being  in  the  right  road.     Our 
perplexities  greatly  increafed  by  the  roads 
dividing ;  unacquainted  with  the  country, 
or  in  what  direftion  the  place  we  wifhed 
to  reach,  lay.     We  continued  for  a  length 
Z  2  of 
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of  time  undetermined  wliich  road  to  take^ 
at  laft  my  companion  propofed  we  fliould 
tofs  up  a  dollar,  and  if  heads,  to  take  the 
right  hand,  if  taik,  the  left ;  it  chanced 
to  come  up  heads,  and  we  took  the  right 
hand  road  accordingly,  when  after  tra- 
velling about  four  miles,  we  came  to  the 
ordinary  where  we  baited,  the  landlord  of 
which  informed  us  that  had  we  taken 
the  other  road,  we  fhould  have  gone 
near  fixteen  miles  further  without  feeing 
an  houfe. 

Having  feveral  times  mentioned  an  ordi- 
nary, it  may  not  be  amifs  to  acquaint  you, 
that  out  of  the  principal  towns,  all  taverns 
and  public  houfes  are,  in  Virginia,  called 
ordinaries,  and  'faith  not  improperly  in 
general ;  they  confift  of  a  little  houfe  pla- 
ced in  a  folitary  fituation,  in  the  middle 
of  the  woods,  and  the  ufual  mode  of  def- 
cribing  the  roads,  is  from  fuch  an  ordinary 

to 
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txJ  fuch  a  one,  fo  many  miles  5  the  enter- 
tainment you  nicet  with  is  very  poor  in- 
deed, feldom  able  to  procure  any  other 
fare  than  eggs  and  bacon,  with  Indian 
hoe  cake,  and  at  many  of  them  not  even 
thgit ;  the  only  liquors  are  peach  brandy 
and  whilkey.  For  this  miferable  fare  they 
are  not  remifs  in  making  pretty  exorbitant 
d»rges;  but  I  am  not  furprized  that 
accommodation  for  travellers  is  fo  bad, 
as  I  am  informed,  before  the  war,  the 
hofpitality  of  the  country  was  fuch, 
that  travellers  always  ftopt  at  a  planta- 
tion when  they  wanted  to  refrefh  them- 
felves  and  their  horfes,  where  they  always 
met  with  the  moft  courteous  treatment, 
and  were  fupplied  with  every  thing  gra- 
tiiitoufly  ',  and  if  any  neighbouring  plant- 
ers heard  of  any  gentleman  being  at  one 
of  thefe  ordinaiies,  they  would  fend  a 
negroe  with  an  invitation  to  their  own 

houfe. 
>' 

Z3  On 
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On  our  journey  to  this  place  we  over- 
took a  flock  of  wild  turkeys  j  a  couple  of 
Ipaniels  we  had  with  us  purfucd  them, 
and  it  is  incredible  how  fwift  they  run,  as 
neither  of  us,  though  we  gallpped  our 
horfes,  could  overtake  them,  although 
they  run  near  two  hundred  yards  before 
they  took  flight ;  they  appeared  confider* 
ably  larger  than  ours,  and  I  am  told, 
fometimes  weigh  thirty  or  forty  pounds 
each.  Juft  before  we  came  to  Goochland 
Court  houfe,  we  faw  the  manner  by  which' 
the  inhabitants  catch  them  ;  they  make  a 
log  fence  of  about  twelve  feet  fquare,  fe- 
curing  the  top  with  heavy  logs,  but  before 
they  cover  it  over  dig  a  paflage  from 
the  center,  to  the  outfide  of  the  fence, 
which  is  covered  over  fo  as  to  admit  Ught, 
and  round  about  the  entrance,  and 
through  this  paflage  they  ftrew  Indian 
corn,  a3  w:ll  as  a  quantity  for  them  to 
feed  Oil  when  in  the  trap,  the  birds  feeing 

the 
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the  com  in  the  infide,  keep  walking  round 
'  to  gather  it,  till  they  theet  that  which  is 
laid  to  condu6l  them  into  the  paflage, 
which  having  confumed,  they  keep  eating 
on  till  they  giet  into  the  trap,  and  thefe 
foolifli  birds,  when  they  wi(h  to  get  out,' 
inftead  of  returning  the  way  tliey  came  in,- 
keep  continually  flying  up,  by  which 
means  one  or  two  out  of  the  flock,  in  the 
morning  arc  found  dead,  and  they  fre  • 
quently  catch  a  flock  of  ten  or  a  dozen  at 
a  time  in  this  manner. 

At  Weftham,  about  feven  miles,  the 
falls  of  James  River  commence,  which 
continue. to  about  half  a  mile  below  this 
place,  where  the  tide  comes  up.  The 
grand  flapk  commodity  of  this  province 
is  tobacco,  carried  down  the  river  from  the 
back  fettlements  to  Weftham,  upon  canoes 
lafhed  together,  and  then  it  is  brought  by 
land  carriage  to  this  place,  as  the  falls 
prevent  any  communication  by  water, 
Z  4  through 


344  INTERIOR    TRAVELS 

through  the  diftance  of  feven  miles ;  and 
during  the  courfe  of  that  part  of  the  river, 
the  water  ruflies  down  in  vaft  torrents, 
raging  with  great  impetuofity,  and  dafh- 
ing  from  rock  to  rock  with  a  moft  tre- 
mendous noife,  which  may  be  heard  for 
many  miles. 

At  this  place  the  land  fuddenly  rifes  in- 
to hills  of  a  great  height,  abounding  witli 
prodigious  rocks,  large  ilones  and  trees } 
and  as  the  fummit  of  many  of  thdfe 
hills  hang  over  the  falling  torrent  of 
'  James  river,  they  command  moft  roman- 
tic profpe6ls. 

A  little  below  Richmond,  the  tide  flows 
up  to  the  rocks  of  the  fall,  and  there 
James  River  is  half  a  mile  wide,  at  which 
placetthere  are  ferry-boats. 

At  the  foot  of  the  falls  there  are  three 
towns  i  Richmond,  which  is  the  largeft, 

feparated 


THROUGH    AMERICA.  345 

.fbparated  by  a  creek  named  Shoekocs, 
from  the  town  of  Shoekoes,  that  joins  it; 
thefe  ar^  on  the  North  fide  of  the  river, 
and  on  the  South  fide  ftands  Chefterfield, 
but  from  its  fituation,  more  generally 
known  by  the  name  of  Rocks  Bridge; 
imall  iloops  come  up  to  the  falls^  and 
two  miles  lower,  large  fhips  come  up  to 
load. 

I  am  informed,  above  the  falls,  the  river, 
after  heavy  rains,  fwells  to  a  great  height, 
and  overflows  all  the  low  ground  for  fevc-r 
ral  miles ;  and  at  the  falls,  where  the  river 
U  confined  by  the  mountains  that  abrupt- 
ly arife  on  each  fide,  the  noife,  force,  and 
impetuofity  of  the  torrent,  are  moft  dread*^ 
fiiUy  tremendous  and  awful.    , 

Many  gentlemen  around  Richmond, 
tliough  ftrongly  attached  to  the  American 
caufe,  have  ftiewn  the  liberality  and  hofpi- 
tality  fo  peculiar  to  this  province,  in  their 

particular 


Articular  attention  and  civilities  to  our 

peers,  who  are  quartered  here,  and  in 

ne  adjacent  country  5  among  thofe  who 

ire  moft  diftinguiftied  in  this  line,  are  Co- 

flonel  Randolph,   of  Tuckahoe;   Colonel 

/Good,  of  Chefterfield ;  Colonel  Cary,  of 

/  Warwick,  &c.  &c.  The  illiberal  part  of 

[  their  countrymen  charge  them  with  being 

partial  to  Great-Britain,    but  thefe  are 

gentlemen  of  fixed  principles,  of  affluence 

and  authority,    and  therefore  defpife  all 

popular  clamour. 

There  happened  the  moft  remarkable 
phenomenon  a  few  nights  ago,  that  we 
imagined  might  be  peculiai'  to  this  climate, 
but  at  which  we  found  the  inhabitants  ex-. 
ccedingly  alarmed  and  terrified ;  it  was  a 
moft  terrible  ftorm  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning ;  the  day  had  been  as  piercingly  keen 
and  penetrating  as  any  we  had  felt  this 
Winter,  and  in  the  evening  the  ftorm 
came  on;  the  erufcations   and  flafhes  oF 

lightning 
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lightning  inceflantly  followed  each  other 
in  quick  and  rapid  tranfitions,  and  the  j 
thunder  was  a  conftant  fucceffion  of  loud 
contending  peals ;  this  ftorm  lafted  near 
two  hours  5  at  its  commencement,  the  air 
felt  warm,  which  encreafed  fo  faft,  that  at 
one  time  it  was  intenfely  hot ;  but  as  the 
ftorm  decreafed,  fo  the  heat  left  us,  and: 
the  next  morning  was  a  fharp  froft. 

As  I  was  walking  with  foine  officers,  I 

was  Ihewn  a  gentleman  of  the  town,  a 

Mr.  Fanchee,  a  furgeon  and  apothecary, 

who  had  the  misfortune  to  have  one  of  his 

eyes  gouged  out,  it  was  happily  in  time 

replaced,   and  there  were  hopes  that  hp 

^would  recover  the  ufe  of  it. .    I  ftiall  relate 

^e  way  the  accident  happened,  to  fliew 

^e  ferocioufnefs  of  the  lower  clafs  in  this 

country;  this  gentlemen  was  at  play  in 

n:he  billiard-room,    where  there   were  a 

:3iumber  of  gentlemen,  and  feveral  of  our 

-officers:   a  low  fellow,  who  pretends  to 
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gentility  came  in,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
play,  fome  words  ai'oife,  in  which  he  firft 
wantonly  abufed,  and  ,  afterward  would 
infift  on  fighting  Mr.  Fauchee,  defiring  at 
the  fame  time,  to  know  upon  what  terms 
he  would  fight,  as  the  lower  fort  have 
various  modes ;  Mr.  Fauchee  declined 
any,  faying,  that  he  was  totally  ignonant 
as  to  boxing,  but  the  other  calling  himlclf 
a  gentleman,  he  would  meet  him  in  a  gen- 
tleman-^Iike  manner ;  he  had  fcarcely  ut- 
tered thefe  words,  before  the  other  flew  at 
him,  and  in  an  inflant  turned  his  eye  out 
of  the/ockct,  and  while  it  hung  upon  his 
cheek,  the  fellow  was  barbarous  enough 
to  endeavor  to  pluck  it  entirely  out,  but 
was  prevented.  You  can  eafily  imagine 
what  the  officers  who  were  prefent, .  muft 
have  felt,  as  fpeftators  of  fuch  a  fcene, 
who  were  obliged  to  fuflFer  fuch  a  wretch 
to  go  oflF  with  impunity,  their  hands  be- 
ing reftrained,  by  their  parole,  from  any 
interference. 

This 
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This  moft  barbarous  cuftom,  which  a 
fayage  would  blufh  at  being  accufed  of,  is 
peculiar  to  the  lower  clafs  of  people  in  this 
province  j  at  one  time  it  was  fb  prevalent, 
that  the  Governor  and  Affembly  were 
obliged  to  pafs  a  law  which  made  it  erimi^ 
nal,  and  that  law  is  now  in  force,  but  the 
rabble  are  fuch  a  lawlefs  fet,  efpecially 
thofe  in  the  back  woods,  that  they  are  lit- 
tle reftrained  by  any  laws  the  State  can 
pafs,    and    in  the  back  fettlement,    this 

lavage    cuftom   prevails. 1   have   &cn 

a  fellow,  leckoned  a  great  adept  in 
gouging,  who  conftantly  kept  the  nails 
of  both  his  thumbs  and  feoond  fingers  very 
long  and  pointed;  nay,' to  prevent  their 
breaking  or  fplitting,  in  the  execution  of 
his  diabolical  intentions,  he  hardened  them 
every  evening  in  a  candle. 

It  is  an  tmiverfal  opinion,  that  death  is 
preferable  to  lofs  of  fight,  and  as  every 
^qcafion  of  quarrelling  with  the  officers  is 

greedily 
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greedily  fought  after,  we  feldom  go  out 
without  our  fide  arms.  What  pity  it  is, 
that  a  country  where  the  fuperior  clafs  are 
of  fuch  an  hofpitable  and  friendly  difpofi- 
tion,  fhould  be  rendered  almoft  unfafe  to 
live  in  by  the  barbarity  of  the  people. 
That  I  was  but  out  of  it,  and  once  more 
in  Old  England,  is  the  conftant  prayer  of 


Yours,   &c. 


L  E 
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LETTER        LXIV. 


Richmond,  in  Virginia^ 
Feb,  i%tb,   1779. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  HAVE  been  detained  at  this  place 
beyond  my  original  intention  by  the 
hofpitality  of  ^  the  neighbouring  gentle- 
men, who  would  not  let  me  leave  them 
without  vifiting  the  whole  circle  5  among 
the  number  was  Colonel  Carey,  who  refides 
at  Warwick,  where  he  has  a  moft  fuperb 
houfe,  near  which  are  fome  curious  mills 
and  iron-works,  whofe  building  coft  fome. 
thoufands  of  pounds  ;  they  have  not  only 
been  of  great  emolument  to  himfelf,^  but 
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very  beneficial  to  the  public.  His  hou(e 
is  fituated  on  the  border  6f  James  River, 
and  on  the  oppofite  fhore  iis  another  of 
a  Major  Randolph ;  it  may  not  be  un- 
neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the  Randolphs 
are  defcended  from  one  of  the  firft  fettlers 
in  this  province  of  that  name,  and  are  fb 
numerous,  that  they  are  obliged,  like  the 
clans  of  Scotland,  to  be  diftinguifhed  by 
their  places  of  refidence. 

Peterfburgh  being  but  a  few  miles  from 
Colonel  Carey's,  and  feveral  of  us,  one 
evening,  expreffing  a  defire  to  fee  that 
town,  but  lamenting  it  was  out  of  our 
parole.  He,  the  next  morning  after  break- 
faft,  faid,  "  Come,  gentlemen,  we'll  mount 
"  out  horfcs,  and  take  a  ride  before  din- 
"  ner,  to  Peterfburgh,"  we  expreffed  how 
happy  it  would  make  us  to  accompany 
him,  but  were  reftrained  by  om*  parole, 
when  he  replied,  "  not  fo,  gentlemen,'^  and 
produced  a  letter  from  the  American  Com- 
manding 


THROUGH    AMERICA.  353 

manding  Officer,  granting  us  permiffion ; 
this  little  circumftance  I  mention,  to  fliew 
that  his  hofpitality  is  accompanied  with 
true  politenefs  and  attention* 

The  town  of  Peterfburgh  is  fittiafed  on 
the  borders  of  the  Apamatock  River,  and 
on  the  oppofite  fhore  are  a  few  houfes, 
which  is  a  kind  of  fuburb,  independant 

of    Peterfburg,    called   Pocahunta the 

principal  trade  of  Peterfburg  arifes  from 
the  exporting  of  tobacco,  depofited  in 
warehoufes  and  magazines,  but  beford  it 
is  lodged  in  thefe  warehoufes,  it  is  ex- 
amined, to  confirm  it  in  a  proper  ftate  for 
exportation  by  infpe6lors,  who  prove  the 
quality  of  the  tobacco  5  and  if  found  good, 
they  give  the  planter  a  receipt  for  fuch  a 
quantity,  and  thefe  receipts  pafs  current  as 
cafh  :  Thus  any  one  depofiting  tobacco  in 
thefe  warehoufes,  and  obtaining  a  receipt, 
may  go  to  Williamfburg,  or  any  other 
city  in  the  province,    and  purchafe  ,any 

Vol.  II.  A  a  kind 
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kind  of  commodities,  paying  with  receipts, 
which  circulate  through  a  mvdtitude  of 
hands  before  they  come  to  the  merchant 
who  purchafes  the  tobacco  for  exporta- 
tion; thus  this  valuable  commodity  is 
cqfually  Bank  (lock,  and  current  coin  5  and 
the  inhabitants,  in  defcribing  the  prices  of 
their  different  purchafes,  inftead  of  ikying 
•*  I  gave  fo  many  pounds  for  fuch  an  ar- 
"  tide  5"  "  I  gave  fo  many  hogfheads  of 
"  tobacco." 

The  Apamatocks  River  is  nearly  as  wide 
as  the  Thames,  and  runs  into  the  James 
River,  about  twelve  miles  from  thfc  falls> 
which  are  a  little  above  Peterfburgh,  and 
juft  below  the  falls,  there  is  a  large  wooden 
bridge,  at  the  town  of  Pocahunta,  up  to 
which  (loops,  fchooners,  and  fmal)  vefiels 
continually  fail. 

The  town  of  Pocahunta  is  named  after 
the  daughter  of  a  famous  Indian  Cliief,  or 

Emperor 


I 
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Emperor  Powhatan  (which  is  the  Indian 
name  of  the  James  River)  who  gavq  all 
the  land  round  this  place  to  his  daughter 
j|s  a  marriage  portion. 

At  Peter fbutgh  refides  a  Mrs.  Bowling, 
who  has  confiderable  warehoufes,  befides 
a  very  extenfive  plantation  and  eftates, 
whofe  fon  has  married  a  very  agreeable 
young  lady,  lineally  defcended  from  Po- 
c^hunta.  After  Colonel  Carey  had  given 
us  the  brief  hiftory  of  Pocahunta,  relating 
to  her  friendfhip  for  the  Englifh,  in  their 
firft  fettlement  in  this  province,  and  her 
marrying  an  Englifhman,  with  whom  flie 
went  to  Europe,  he  related  the  following 
anecdote  of  a  great  man  of  her  own  na- 
tion, that  Ihe  had  in  her  fuite,  when  flie 
left  Virginia : 

"  This  man  had  orders  from  Powhatan 
•*  to  count  the  people  of  England,  and  give 
**  him  an  account  of  their  numbers.  As 
-  Aa  2  ^^the 
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*^  the  Indians  have  no  letters  or  figures 
"  among  them,  he,  at  his  going  aihorCy 
"  provided  a  ftick,  in  which  he  was  to 
"  make  a  notch  .for  eveiy  perfon  he  faw ; 
*^  but  he,  as  you  may  fuppofe,  foon  grew 
"  weary,  and  threw  away  his  llick  :  Upon 
"  his  return,  the  King  alked  him  how 
"  many  people  there  were  ?"  "  He  defired 
*^  him  to  count  the  Jiars  in  thejky^  the  leaves 
"  upon  the  trees y  and  the  fand  on  the  Jed 
^^Jkore^  for  fo  many  people  be  faid  were  in 
"  England''  At  this  conclufion,  Cplonel 
Carey  archly  remarked,  "  Don't  you  think 
"  you  cou'd  make  that  reply  to  your  King, 
•^  if  he  afked  you  how  many  people  you 
**  law  in  America  ?'* 

The  tobacco  warehoufes  at  Peterlburg, 
as  well  as  at  Richmond,  are  crowded  with 
'  that  commodity,  as  they  cannot  find  pur- 
chafers,  and  the  planters  will  not  export 
it  themfelves,  on  account  of  our  numerous 
privateers  5  fonie  few  merchants  have  ven- 
tured^ 
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tiired  fmall  flobps  to  the  Bermuda  iflands, 
and  have  been  fuccefsfulj  it  is  only  thefe 
who  have  any  commodities  in  their  ftorcs, 
the  reft  being  fhut  up ;  and  I  cannot  help 
making  the  fame  refleflion,  at  feeing  fuch 
towns  as  Peterfburgh  and  Richmond  in 
.  the  fame  ftate  as  that  of  Lancafter,    all 
trade  being    at  a  fland    in  thefe  places, 
where  no  doubt,  before  the  war,  it  muft 
have  been  very  confiderable,   thefe  two 
towns  having  formerly  fupplied  the  back 
fettlers  with  all  manner  of  ftores  for  their 
plantations.  Except  in  the  principal  cities, 
fuch  as  Bofton,  New -York,  and  Philadel- 
phia,   the  towns  have  not  various  bran- 
ches   of    manufaftures,    fuch  as   linen- 
drapers,   mercers,    grocers,    hofieis,   ha- 
berdaftiers,    ftationers,    &c.    but    are  all 
comprized  under  the  name  of  merchant 
and   ftore-keeper;    and  what  are  called 
fhops  in  England,  are  here  denominated 
ilores,  which  furnifli  every  article  in  life, 
Bot  only  neceflary  but  ornamental,  and 
Aa  3  even 
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even  jewellery ;  exclufive  of  the  great  ftores 
in  the  capital  towns,  there  are  finallcr 
ones  fcattered  all  over  the  country. 

I  fpent  a  few  days  at  Colonel  Ran^ 
dolph's,  at  Tuckahoe,  at  whofe  houfe  the 
ufual  hofpitality  of  the  country,  prevailed  5 
it  is  built  on  a  rifing  ground,  having  a 
mcrft  beautiful  and  commanding  profpeft 
of  James  River  -,  on  one  fide  is  Tuckahoe, 
which  being  the  Indian  name  of   that 
creek,  he  named  his  plantation  Tuckathoe 
after  it  j  his  houfe  feems  to  be  built  fole- 
ly  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  hofpitality, 
which  being  conflrufled  in  a   different 
manner  than  in  moft  other  countries ;  I 
fhall  defcribe  it  to  you  :  It  is  in  the  form 
of  an  H,  apd  has  the  appearance  of  two 
hoafes,  joined  by  a  large  faloon;    each 
wing  has  two  Tories,  and  four  large  rooms 
on  a  floor  ;   in  one  the  family  refide,  and 
the  other  is  rerer>'ed  folely  for  vifitors  :  the 
faloon  that  unites  them,  is  of  a  tonfider- 

able 
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able  magnitude,  and  on  each  fide  are 
doors;  the  ceiling  is  lofty,  and  to  thefe 
they  principally  retire  in  the  Summer,  be- 
ing but  little  incommoded  by  the  fun, 
arid  by  the  doors  of  each  of  the  houfes, 
and  thofe  of  the  faloon  being  opep,  there 
is  a  conftant  circulation  of  air ;  they  are 
fumifbed  with  four  fophas,  two  on  each 
fide,  befides  chairs,  and  in  the  center  theiiB 
is  generally  a  chandelier;  thefe  falopns 
anfwer  the  two  purpofes  of  a  cool  retreat 
from  the  fcorching  and  fultry  heat  of  the 
climate,  and  of  an  occafional  ball-room • 
The  outhdufes  ai'e  detached  at  fome  dif- 
tance,  that  the  houfe  may  be  open  to  the 
gir  on  all  fides. 

Colonel  Randolph  poflefles  that  fond- 
nefe  for  hoffes,  which  I  obferved  was  pecu- 
liar to  the  Virginians  of  all  fictions,  {par- 
ing no  trouble,  pains,  or  exp6nce,  in  im- 
porting the  beft  flock,  and  improving  the 
breed ;  and  it  was  with  no  little  pleafure 
Aa  4  he 
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he  ftiewed  us  a  fine  one,  named  {Shakc^ 
fpeare,  which  he  imported  juft  as  the  war 
commenced.  There  was  a  ftable  built  pur- 
pofely  for  this  horfe,  in  which  was  a  recefs 
for  a  bed  for  the  negroe  who  looked  after 
it,  that  he  might  be  with  it  at  night; 
•This  horfe  is  of  a  handfome  dappled 
grey,  about  fixteen  hands  and  a  half  high, 
with  a  moft  beautiful  head  and  neck  i  as 
to  any  other  points  about  him,  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  tell,  for  the  creature  was  (6 
amazingly  pampered  and  fat,  and  being 
of  the  race  breed,  his  legs  were  fo  fmall 
and  Aim,  that  they  appeared  unable  to 
fupport  the  weight  of  his  body,  exadlly 
like  the  horfes  one  fees  painted  in  old  pic- 
tures J  the  beft  idea  you  can  poffibly  form 
of  his  fize,  is  by  telling  you,  that  from 
his  withers  to  his  tail,  there  was  fuch  a 
groove  of  fat,  that  you  might  pour  water 
upon  his  withers,  and  it  would  run  in  a 
ftraight  line  down  his  tail;  the  horfe  is 
obliged  to  be  kept  in  high  condition,   to 

enable 
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enable  him  to  receive  the  numerous  vifitors 
attending  oa  him  in  the  Spring. 

In  the  courfc  of  a  few  days  I  fhall  re- 
turn to  Charlottefville,  at  which  I  am  by- 
no  means  difpleafed,  for  notwithftanding 
the  hofpitallty  and  great  attention  fhewn 
me,  I  do  not  feel  myfelf  comme  il  faut^ 
feeling  that  uneafy  fcnfation,  which  the 
Engli(h  in  general  poffefs,  and  which  may 
be  ridiculous  perhaps,  but  it  is  conftitu- 
tional,  arifing  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  its 
being  out  of  my  power  to  make  a  return 
for  the  civilities  fliewn  me.  I  cannot  but 
in  juftice  fay,  that  in  all  the  gentlemens 
iioufes  I  have  vifited,  they  never  ftarted, 
for  would  fufFer  any  converfation  on  poli- 
tics ;  fometimes,  when  alone  with  the 
ladies,  they  would  indulge  and  rally  us  a 
little,  at  our  being  prifoncrs,  but  all 
with  great  good  humour;  the  only  un- 
pleafant  circumftance  of  the  kind  that  I 
f  ecoUeft  was  at  Tuckahoe,  where  an  offi- 
cer 
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cer  fufFered  his  vexation  to  overcome  that 
gratitude  he  was  bound  to  fhew  for  the 
hofpitality  he  met  with. 

Colonel  Randolph  every  year  made  a 
prefent  of  two  hogfheads  of  tobacco  to  his 
daughter  as  a  venture,  to  purchafe  drcffcs 
and  ornaments,  and  the  fhips  had  always 
been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  captured.  As 
feveral  officers  were  fitting  with  the  lacQes, 
the  converfation  ran  upon  politics,  when. 
Mifs  Randolph  innocently  afked,  "  Ho^^ 
"we  came  to  be  taken  prifoners  ?"  •  th^ 
of&cer  with  fome  warmth  replied,  "  Juf^^ 
"  as  your  tobacco  was,    by  a    fuperioaT 
**  force/'     I  need  not  tell  you  the  diftrefe 
and  confufion  of  the  young  lady,  as  wdB- 
as  of  the  officer  himfelf,  who  immediatel)!^ 
became  confcious  of  what  he  had  faid,  Mid^ 
for  his  ill-timed  violence,  he  forfeited  alX 
claim  to  the  hofpitality  of  Tuckahoe. 

Yours,  &c. 

LET- 


m 
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LETT    E    R      LXV. 


Jottts*s  PlantatiM^  near  Ch04$tftf*viUim 
in  Virginia y  April  10,  1779. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

T^  U  R I N  G  my  journey  to  Richmond, 
'^■'^  General  Phillips  and  General  Reidefel 
arrived  at  Charlottefville,  and  the  day  after  * 
their  arrival,  went  to  the  barracks ;  they 
were  greatly  incenfed  at  the  treatment  the 
army  met  with,  at  prefent  the  foldiers  are 
more  comfortably  lodged,  but  had  General 
Phillips  feen  them  in  the  ftate  they  were  in 
on  the  firft  arrival  of  the  troops,  I  think 
his  warmth  of  temper  and  regaid  for  them, 
would  have  laid  him  under  the  fame  re- 

ftridipn 
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ftri6lion  as  at  Bofton.  The  men  have 
been  exceedingly  ill  fupplied  with  provifi- 
ons  in  general,  having  meat  only  twice  or 
thrice  a  week,  and  for  fome  weeks  none, 
what  they  get  is  fcarcely  wholefomc,  tWS 
is  at  prefent  what  the  poor  fellows  term 
a  faft,  they  not  having  any  meat  ferved 
them  fmce  the  twenty-fifth  of  laft  month. 
General  Phillips  has  greatly  exerted  him- 
felf  fmce  his  arrival,  and  there  arc  hopes 
that  in  future,  the  troops  will  be  more 
regularly  fupplied, 

Congrefs  certainly  are  to  be  acquitted 
of  all  this  bad  management,  as  they  have 
been  mifguided  and  duped  by  one  of  thdr 
own  members,  a  Colonel  Harvey,  who 
is  a  delegate  for  this  Province. 

When  they  paffcd  the  refolve  to  dctsan 
us  prifoners,  contrary  to  the  articles  of 
convention,  the  ftate  of  Maflfachufets 
deemed  it  pppreflive,  that  it  fhould  be 
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obliged  to  fupport  our  army,  as  they  had 
cheerfally  fupplied  their  own  troops  with 
more  in  quota  than  the  other  Provinces, 
and  that  as  they  had  already  fupplied  our 
army  for  near  a  twelvemonth,  it  would  be 
but  equitable  for  the  fouthern  Provinces 
to  .partake  of  the  burthen ;  they  accord- 
ingly inftrufted  their  delegates  to  apply 
to  Congrefs  for  that  purpofe.  When  the 
motion  was  made,  the  petition  of  the 
State  of  Maffachufets  appeared  founded 
upon  equity,  and  it  was  then  confider^d 
to  what  Province  we  fhould  be  removed 
to,  the  Jerfcys  and  New- York  Provinces 
were  improper,  as  being  the  feat  of  war, 
as  to  Penfylvania,  that  Province  had  been 
fo  ravaged  by  the  two  armies,  that  they 
deemed  it  incapable  of  furnifhing  provi- 
lion  to  fupply  their  own  with  the  quota 
allotted  them.  As  to  Maryland,  it 
was  fo  fmall  a  Province,  it  did  not  ad- 
mit of  any  confideration,  and  Virginia 
was  deemed  the  Province  beft  calculated, 

from 
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from  its  extenfivenefs,  as  well  as  its  ferd- 
Jity ;  and  that  by  ftationing  the  army  m 
the  back  fettlements,  it  removed  all  fears 
of  any  attempts  of  a  refcue,  by  a  part  of 
the  army  from  New  York. 

When  Virginia  was  fixed  iipon,  this 
Colonel  Harvey  propofed  to  Congiipfi,  to 
remove  the  convention  army  to  atraftof 
land  that  belonged  to  him  about  fix  duks 
from  Gharlottefville,  about  four  from 
the  blue  mountains,  and  near  two  hun^ 
dred  miles  from  the  feacoaft>  that  if  Cont 
grefs  approved  of  that  fituation,  he  would 
engage  to  build  barracks  and  lay  in  pro^ 
vifions  by  the  enfuing  Spring.  This  pro- 
pofal  meeting  with  approbation,  was 
paffed  into  a  refolve  about  the  latter  end 
of  lafl:  June. 

Colonel  Harvey  immediately  rcfcwted  to 
Virginia,  and  fet  all  his  negroes  and  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  to  built  thcfc 

barracks. 
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barracks,  and  to  colleft  prpvifionsj  af- 
ter having  planned  every  thing,  he  left 
the  completion  of  it  to  the  management 
of  his  brother,  and  returned  to  Congrefs. 
His  brother  not  poffeffing  fo  much  aftivity 
and  not  being,  perhaps,  fo  much  intereft- 
cd  in  the  bufmefs,  did  not  pay  proper 
attention  to  it,  which  was  the  caufe  why 
the  barracks  were  not  finifhed,  and  affairs 
being  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  confufion  on  our 
arrival.  When  Colonel  Harvey  left  Vir- 
ginia, he  fully  imagined  that  every  necef- 
iary  comfort  and  fupply  of  proviiions 
Would  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  the 
troops,.  atChriftmas;  being  fully  fen fible 
that  the  log-huts  would  be  erefted  long 
before  that  time,  and  as  to  provifions,  he 
had  left  fuch  dire6lions  as,  if  obeyed,  could 
Bot  fail ;  it  is  juft  to  obferve,  that  Con- 
grefs confulted  Colonel  Harvey  previous 
to  their  pafling  their  refolves,  and  fend- 
ing their -orders  of  our. removal  out  of  the 
Maifachufets  State. 

The 


368  INTERIOR    TRAVELS 

The  houfe  and  plantation  where  Gene-' 
ral  Phillips  refides  is  called  Blenheim -,  the 
houfe  was  erected  fhortly  after  that  me^ 
morable  battle  in  Germany,    by  a  Mr^ 
Carter,  who  was  Secretary  to  the  colony^ 
and  was  his  favorite  feat  of  refidence:  It 
fta&ids  on  a  lofty  eminence,  commanding 
a  veiy  extenfive  profpeft,    and  is  built 
after  the  manner  of  that  I  have  defcrib-^ 
cd  to  you  in  my  laft.     The  prefent  pro- 
prietor,  Colonel  Carter,  poflcfles  a  moll 
affluent  fortune,  and  has  a  variety  of  feats, 
in  fituations  far  furpaffing  this  of  Blen- 
heim, which  he  fuffers  to  go  to  ruin ;  and 
when  General  Phillips  took  it,  this  chanh-' 
ing  manfion  was  crouded  with  negroes, 
fent  from  various  other  plantations,  to 
clear  a  fpot  of  ground  a  few  miles  offj 
The  tra6l  of  land  Colonel  Carter  pofleffesf 
in  this  province  is  immenfe,  and  his  ftock 
of  negroes  the  moft  numerous,  he  being 
pofleflcd  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  on 
his  different  plantations. 

The 
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The  firft  night  after  our  leaving  Rich- 
mond, I  flept  at  an  elegant  villa,  called 
Belvidera,  which  formerly  belonged  to  a 
Colonel  Bird,  who  diftinguiftiisd  himfelf 
greatly  in  the  laft  war,  in  that  fad  difafter 
of  General  Braddock's.  He  pofl^fled  a 
moQ:  affluent  fortune,  and  was  proprietor 
,  of  all  the  lands  round  the  falls  for  many 
miles,  as  well  as  the  greateil  part  of 
the  lands  round  the  town  of  Richmond. 
His  great  abilities  and  perfonal-  accom- 
plifhments,  were  univerfally  efte^med,' 
but  heing  infatuated  with  play,  his  af- 
fairs, at  his  death,  were  in  a  deranged 
flate.  The  widow  whom  he  left  with 
eight  children,  has,  by  prudent  manage- 
ment, prcferved  out  of  the  wreck  of  his 
princely  fortune,  a  beautiful  houfe,  at  a 
place  called  Weftover,  upon  James  River, 
fbme  perfonal  property,  a  few  plantations, 
and  a  number  of  flaves.  The  grounds 
around  the  houfe  at  Weftover,  are  laid 
©ut  in  a  moil  beautiful  manner  and  with 

Vol.  II.       .         B  b  great 
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great  taftc,    and  from  the  river  appear 
delightful. 

From  my  obfervations  and  remarks  in 
my  late  journey,  it  appeared  to  me,  that 
before  the  war,  the  fpirit  of  equality  or 
levelling  principal  was  not  fo  prevalent  in 
Virginia,  as  in  the  other  provinces ;  and 
that  the  different  claffes  of  people  in  the 
former  fupported  a  greater  diftin6iion 
than  thofe  of  the  latter ;  but  fincc  the 
war,  that  principle  feems  to  h?ive  gained 
great  ground  in  Virginia  ;  an  inflance  of 
it  I  faw  at  Colonel  Randolph's,  at  Tucka- 
hoe,  where  three  country  peafants,  who 
came  upon  budncfs,  entered  the  room 
where  the  Colonel  and  his  company  were 
fitting,  took  themfelves  chairs,  drew  near 
the  fire,  began  fpitting,  pulling  off  their 
country  boots  all  over  mud,  and  then 
opened  their  bufinefs,  which  was  fimply 
about  fome  continental  flour  to  be 
ground  at   the    Colonel's    mill :    When 

they 
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they  were  gone,  fome  one  obferved  what 
great  liberties  they  took;  h6  replied,  it 
was  unavoidable,  the  fpirit  of  indepen- 
dency was  converted  into  equality,  and 
every  one  who  bore  arms^  efteemed  him- 
felf  upon  a  footing  with  his  neighbour^ 
and  concluded  with  fayingj  "  No  doubt, 
*'  each  of  thefe  men  conceives  himfelf,  in  ^ 
^^  every  refpeft,  my  equal*'* 

There  were,  and  ftill  are,  three  degrees  of 
rank?  among  the  inhabitants,  exclufive  of 
negroes ;  but  I  am  afraid  the  advantage  of 
diftin6lion  will  neyer  exifi  again  in  this 
country,  in  the  fame  manner  it  did  before 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities. 

The  firft  ckfs  confifts  of  gentlemen  of 
tlie  befl  families  and  fortunes,  which  are 
more  refpeftable  and  numerous  here, 
than  in  any  other  province  j  fqr  the 
moft  part  they  have  had  liberal  educations, 
poffefs  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  world, 
Bb  2  with 
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with  great  eafe  and  freedom  in  their  man- 
ners and  converfation,  many  of  them 
keep  their  carriages,  have  handfome  fer- 
vices  of  plate,  and  without  exception, 
keep  their  ftuds,  as  well  as  fets  of  hand- 
fome carriage  horfes. 

The  fecond  clafs  confifts  of  fuch.a 
ftrange  mixture  of  characters,  and  of  fiich 
various  defcriptions  of  occupations,  being 
nearly  half  the  inhabitants,  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  afcertain  their  exact  criterion  and 
leading  feature.  They  are  however,  hoC- 
jiitable,  generous,  and  friendly;  but  for 
want  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  world, 
and  a  good  education,  as  well  as  from 
their  continual  intercourfe  with  their 
flaves,  over  whom  they  are  accuflomed 
to  tyrannize,  with  all  their  good  qualities, 
they  are  rude,  ferocious,  and  haughty, 
much  attached  to  gaming  and  difllpation, 
paiticularly  horfe-racing  and  cock-fight- 
ing > 
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ing;  in  fhort,  they  form  a  moft  unac- 
countable combination  of  qualities  and 
principles  dire6lly  oppofite  and  contra- 
di6lory,  many  of  them  having  them 
ftrangely  blended  with  the  beft  and 
worfl:  of  principles,  the  moft  valuable  and 
moft  worthlefs,  many  polfefling  elegant 
accompliftiments  and  favagc  brutality,  and 
notwithftanding  all  this  mconfiftency  of 
charafter,  numbers  are  valuable  members 
of  the  community,  and  very  few  deficient 
in  intelle6tual  faculties. 

The  third  clafs,  v^^hich,  in  general,  coni- 
pofes  the  greateft  part  of  mankind,  are 
fewer  in  Virginia,  in  proportion  to  the 
inhabitants,  than  perhaps  in  any  other 
country  in  the  world ;  yet  even  thofe  who 
are  rude^,  illiberal,  and  noify,  with  a  tur- 
bulent difpofition,  are  generous,,  kind, 
and  hofpitable.  We  are.  induced  to  ima- 
gine there  is  fomething  peculiar  in  the 
B  b  3  climate* 
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climate  of  Virginia,  that  fliould  render  all 
clalFes  of  fo  hofpitable  a  difpofition* 

The  lower  people  poffefs  that  imperti'^ 
nent  curiofity,  fo  very  difagreeable  and 
troublefome  to  ftrangers,  but  in  no  de- 
degree  equal  to  the  inhabitants  of  Newr 
England,  they  are  avcrfe  to  labor,  much 
addi6led  to  Hquor,  and  when  intoxicated^ 
extremely  favage  and  revengeful  3  nay,  at 
fuch  times,  revenge  infults  of  long  datej^ 
even  after  they  have  been  amicably  adjuft-f 
ed ;  for  the  infult  aiifing  in  their  minds^ 
and  the  new  friendfhip  totally  forgotten, 
they  feek  their  objefl  with  keen  -attention, 
and  fatiate  their  paflion  with  favage  bar- 
barity. 

Their  amufements  are  the  fame  with 
thofe  of  the  middling  fort,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  boxing  matches,  in  which  they  diC? 
play  fuch  barbarity,   as  fully  marks  their 

innatp 
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innate  ferocious  difpolition.  An  Englifh 
boxing  match,  though  a  difgrace  to  a 
poliflied  nation,  is  humanity  itfelf,  com- 
pared with  the  Virginian  mode  of  fight- 
ing; for,  previous  to  the  combatants 
falling  too,  they  enter  into  an  agreement, 
whether  all  advantages  are  allowable, 
which  are  biting,  gouging,  and  (if  I  may^ 
£0  term  it)  Abelarding  each  other.  If  thefe 
three  preliminaries  are  agreed  upon,  they 
inftantly  fall  to,  and,  after  fome  little 
struggling,  feize  upon  their  adverfaries 
with  their  teeth.  What  is  very  remark- 
able, and  fhews  what  coolnefs  there  muft 
be  in  thefe  difputes,  and  that  they  are  not 
wholly  the  effect  of  anger  is,  that  whatever 
terms  are  fpecified,  if  only  one  or  two  out 
cf  the  three  conditions,  let  the  confli6l  be 
ever  .fo  fevere,  they  never  infringe  on  any 
other. 

Vegetables  not  being  over  abundant  in 

thefe  back  woods  at  any  time,   and  there 
Bb  4  .         being 
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a  great  deficiency  of  them  in  the  Spring  of 
year,  the  we  adopt  the  cuftom  of  the  inha- 
bitants who  gather  the  leaves  of  the  poke- 
plant,  juil  as  they  (hoot  above  ground  and 
arc  tender  and  loft  j  it  is  no  bad  fublHtutc 
for  ipiiinage,  and  greatly  refembles  it  in 
flavor,  yet  great  care  muft  be  taken  in  ga- 
thering of  it,  that  it  is  neither  too  old, 
nor  the  ftalk  grown,  for  in  that  cafe,  if 
in  breaking  off  the   upper  fprouts,  you 
Lr2ve  any  part  that  is  woody,  the  confe- 
q.icnce  of  eating  it  is  inevitable  death,  as 
it  j:>urges  the  body  to  excefs,     Notwith- 
flanding  this   plant  has  this   pernicious 
quality,  the  children  eat  the  berries  of  it 
in  the  Autumn,   without  any  ill  confe- 
quence  attending   it*     The  juice  of  ih? 
berries  produces  a  moft  beautiful  crimfon 
color,  the  fineft  in  the  woild,  but  no  me- 
thod has  yet  been  found  to  fix  it,  as  cloths 
and  woollens  dyed  with  it  fade  very  foon. 
Many  perfons  of  great  ingenuity  and  chy- 

mical 
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xiiical  knowledge  have  endeavored,  at  fix- 
ing of  this  color,  which  is  fought  after 
witli  as  much  eagernefs  as  the  philofo- 
pher's  ftone,  and  no  doubt  would  be 
equally  as  beneficial,  if  attained. 


Yours,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER      LXVL 


Joneses  Plantation,  near  CharlottefriitU^ 
in  Virginia,  May  IZ,  1779-^ 


MY    DEAR    FRIEND, 

A  FEW  days  ago  the  flag  of  truce, 
•*^  ^  with  cloathing  for  the  army  arrived 
at  Richmond,  and  among  the  great  num-* 
ber  of  letters  delivered  out,  I  had  a  great 
mortification,  as  well  as  difappointment, 
not  to  receive  a  fingle  one,  furely  my 
friends  muft  imagine,  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance  in  thefe  endlefs  woods,  that  it  is 
next  to  an  impoflibility  a  letter  can  reach 
me;  it  certainly  would  afford  me  great 
pleafure  to  hear  that  they  were  alive  and 

well, 
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As  to  the  reft,  I  would  difpenfe  with.  I 
write  continually  from  time  to  time ;  ne- 
verthelefs,  from  the  uncertainty  of  con-^ 
veyance,  the  fame  accufatioii  may.  hold 
jgoo4  againft  me. 

Your  old  friend  Clark,  of  Bofton,  who 
is  our  Commiffary  of  •  Provilions,  lately 
arrived  from  New- York,  I  fpent  a  few 
days  with  him  at  his  quarters ;  excluiivc 
of  the  great  fund  of  information  and 
amufement,  which  I  derived  from  a  number 
of  Englifh  news-papers  and  magazines  he 
brought  with  him,  I  was  informed  of  the 
tranfaflions  that  happen  upon  this  conti- 
nent, among  the  reft,  with  a  full  account 
g£  the  retreat  of  our  army  from  Philadel- 
phia to  New- York. 

You  may  recoiled,  in  a  former  letter,  1 
mentioned,  that  a  good  retreat  was  looked 
on  as  the  chef  d'ceuvre  of  a  commander,  and 
jn  this  retreat,  Ithink  Sir  Henry  CUnton. 

has 
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has  clearly  evinced  it,  and  demonftrated, 
that  he  is  equally  as  judicious  and  able  as 
he  is  brave,  in  furmounting  the  innumer- 
able difficulties  and  dangers  he  had  to  en- 
counter :  His  way  lay  entirely  through  an 
enemy's  country,  univerfally  hoftile,  and 
where  he  could  expe6l  no  affiftance ;  there- 
fore, previous  to  his  fetting  out  on  this 
dangerous  retreat,  he  took  the  precaution 
of  providing  for  all  exigencies,  and  a  lai^ 
quantity  of  provifions  was  a  neceflary, 
though  not  a  fmall  incumbrance,  as  well 
as  the  baggage  of  the  army  which  ac- 
companied it,  forming  a  line  of  march 
of  near  twelve  miles  in  extent  j  efpecially 
when  it  is  conlidered  this  army  had  to  pafs 
through  a  country  interfered  with  hills, 
woods,  rivers,  defiles,  and  difficult  paffes  5 
from  thefe  caufes,  the  march  of  the  army 
being  flow,  afforded  the  Americans  time 
to  afTemble,  which  they  readily  did  to  har- 
rafs  it,  and  in  a  fhort  time  Wafhington 

had 
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had  collefted  a  fufficient  force  to  render  its 
movements  extremely  dangerous. 

When  Sir  Henry  Clinton  obferved  the 
Americans  were  meditating  an  attack,  he 
naturally  concluded,  it  was  with  a  view  to 
cut  off  the  baggage  and  rear  of  the  army, 
which,  from  its  extent,  he  was  fearful 
might  be  eafily  accomplifhed.  He  told 
Clark  to  in  form  General  Phillips,  among 
other  defcriptions  of  the  battle,  that  the 
day  before  he  fat  upon  a  ftone  for 
near  an  hour  viewing  the  baggage  as  it 
pafled  along,  and  debating  in  his  own 
mind,  whether  he  (hould  not  give  inftant 
orders  to  deftroy  it. .  At  length,  as  he  con- 
cluded it  would  be  a  matter  of  great  exul- 
tation with  the  Americans,  and  a  difgrace 
to  the  Britifli  army,  he  determined  to  pre- 
ferve  it  at  all  events  ;  therefore,  on  the 
day  of  the  a6lion  at  Monmouth,  he  fent 
forward  the  baggage,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing. 
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ing,  under  the  care  of  General  Knyjy* 
haufen,  in  order  that  it  might  proceed 
without  moleftation. 

The  various  movements,  and  pofi-- 
tions  of  both  armies  in  that  engagement, 
and  the  iffue  of  it,  as  you  muft  have  feen 
it  in  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  official  account, 
I  fhall  pafs  it  over,  only  giving  you  this 
opinion  of  that  battle,  which  he  fent  by 
Clark  to  General  Phillips — after  having 
given  a  particular  defcription  of  it.  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  drew  fome  rough  Iketches 
of  the  various  grounds  and  pofitions  taken 
during  the  aftion.  At  length,  recoUeft- 
ing  himfelf,  he  faid,  "  Clark,  you  muft 
"  not  take .  thefe,  for  if  the  Americans 
"  find  ttem  on  you,  they'll  certainly  hang 
**  you  ;  therefore,  only  tell  General  Phil- 
"  lips,  *  that  on  that  day  I  fought  upon 
"  whet^'  he  will  fully  underftand  me/* 

A  very 
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A  very  fingular  circumftance  took  place 
in  that  battle,  which  fully  marks  the  coqI- 
nefs  and  deliberation,  though  in  the  heat 
of  aftion,  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton :  As  he 
was  reconnoitring,  with  two  of  his  Aid  dc 
Camps,  at  the  fhort  turning  of  two  roads, 
they  met  with  an  American  officer,  ex- 
ceedingly well  mounted  upon  a  black 
horfe,  who,  upon  difcerning  them,  made 
a  ftop,  and  looked  as  if  he  wifhed  to  ad- 
vance to  fpeak  to  them,  when  one  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton's  Aid  de  Camps  fired  a  pif- 
tol  at  him,  and  he  inftantly  rode  off;  Sir 
Henry  was  much  difpleafed  at  his  Aid 
de  Camp,  and  cenfured  him  for  being 
fo  hafty,  adding,  he  was  confident  that 
the  man  wifhed  to  fpeak  to  him,  and 
perhaps,  might  have  given  intelligence 
that  would  have  been  very  efTential,  re- 
marking, that  wh6n  he  was  in  Germany 
lafi:  war,  and  reconnoitring  with  Prince 
Ferdinand,  a  man  rode  up  in  a  fimilar 

manner. 
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manner,    and  gave  fuch  inttelligcnce  ds 
decided  the  fate  of  the  day. 

The  v/cather  becomes  very  unplealant, 
being  for  the  moft  part  of  the  day  intenfely 
hot;  notwithftanding,  the  poor  negroes 
are  expofed  to  the  heat  all  day  long,  hoe- 
ing tobacco,  even  at  noon,  when  the  rays 
of  the  fun  are  fcorching;  yet,  with  all 
tliis  heat,  they  fcarcely  perfpire;  there 
certainly  muft  be  fome  natural  endow- 
ments, througli  which  thefe  poor  creatures 
are  able  to  withftand  this  exceflive  heat ; 
it  cannot  be  their  color,  for  we  well  know 
that  black  attracts  the  rays  of  the  fun 
more  than  any  other,  and  therefore  ima- 
gine it  niuft  proceed  from  the  oily  fub- 
ftance  continually  oozing  out  of  the  pores ; 
for  I  remarked,  even  in  the  coldeil  wea- 
ther, their  Ik  ins  always  appear  glofly, 
and  certain  it  is,  they  are  confider- 
ably  fmootlicr  than  ours,  which  mud  pro- 
ceed from  the  caufes  1  have  afiigncd;     I 

obferved 
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Qbferved,  from  the  negro  to  the  mulatto, 
and  they  have  their  various  tinges  -,  they 
all  perfpired  in  proportion,  the  further 
they  remove  from  the  black,  and  white 
people  confiderably  more  than  any. 

Having  mentioned  that  there  are  mulat- 
toes  of  various  tinges,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  inform  you  from  whence  it  arifes,  and 
no  doubt,  but  you  will  be  furprized,  when 
I  tell  you  it  is  by  the  planters  having  in- 
tercourfe  with  their  negroes,  the  ilTuc  of 
which  being  a  mulatto,  and  having  a  con- 
nexion with  that  fhade  becomes  lighter  $ 
as  an  inftance,  I  remarked  at  Colonel 
Cole's,  of  whom  I  have  made  mention  j 
there  were  mulattoes  of  all  tinges, 
from  the  firft  remove,  to  one  almoft 
white  5  there  were  fomc  of  them  young 
women,  who  were  really  beautiful,  being 
€Xti*emely  well  made,  and  with  pretty  de- 
licate features  y  all  ^  of  which  I  was  in- 
fprmeci,    were    the   Colonel's    own-       I 

Vol.  11.  Cc  could 
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could  not  help  reflefling,  that  if  a  msmf 
had    an   intefcourfe    with  liis  flaves,  it 
was  (hameful  in  the  extreme,  to  make  his 
own    offspring    fo;   for  thefe   mulattos 
work  equally  the  fame  as  thofe  who  come 
from  Africa :    To  be  fure,  you  may  fay,  . 
it  is  a  pleafant  method  to  procure  flaves 
at  a  cheap  rate.      I  imagine  there  coulJ 
not  be  lefs   than  twenty  or  thirty  mu- 
lattoes   of    this   defcription,    at  Colonct 
Coles's,    notwithftanding  he  has   a  very 
agreeable  and  beautiful  wife,   by  'whom 
he  has  had  eight  children. 

;  You  know  as  to  the  principal  employ- 
ment of  the  poor  negroes,  I  fhall  now 
give  you  a  defcription  of  the  method  to 
cultivate  and  cure  the  grand  ftaple  com- 
modity of  this  province,  tobacco. 

This  plant  is  a  native  of  America,  and 
of  very  ancient  ufe,  though  it  was  neith» 
io  generally  cultivated,  nor  fo  well  manu<- 

fa6tured^ 
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faftured,  as  it  has  fince  the  province  has 
been  fettled  with  Europeans  ;  for  the  In-* 
djans  made  ufe  of  it,  by  gathering  the 
leaves  as  it  grew  fpontaneoufly :  The 
plant,  at  its  proper  height,  is  nearly  as  tall 
as  a  middle  fized  man,  the;  flalk  is  flraitj 
hairy,  and  exceeding  clammy ;  the  leaves 
grow  alternately  of  a  faded  yellowifli 
green,  and  towards  the  lower  part  of  the. 
pjant  of  great  magnitude. 

The  feeds  of  tobacco  are  firft  fpwn  iri 
beds,  from  whence  they  are  tranfplantcd 
the  firft  rainy  weather  into  a  ground  dif- 
pofed  into  little  hillocks,  fomething  fimilar 
to  our  hop  gardens ;  in  about  a  month's 
time  from  their  tranfplanting^  they  grow 
about  a  foot  high,  they  then  top  tl^em 
and  prune  off  the  fuckers  and  lower  leaver, 
and  then,  with  the  greateft  attention,  are 
cleaned  twice  a  week  from  weeds  and 
worms,  by  which  you  will  perceive  what 
immenfe  labor  there  muft  be  on  a  large 
Cc  2  plantation. 
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plantation,  where  they  grow  nothing  but 
tobacco.  In  about  fix  weeks  iaftcr  being 
topped  and  piuned,  the  plant  attains  its 
full  growth,  and  then  begins  to  turn 
brownifh,  and  thefe  marks  are  the  cri-- 
tcrion  by  which  they  judge  the  tobacco 
to  be  ripe. 

The  plants  are  thus  cut  down  as  faft  as 
they  ripen  and  are  heaped  up ;  and  as 
much  as  is  gathered  in  a  day  lies  in  this 
ftate  a  night  to  fweat ;  the  next  day  it  is 
carried^ to  the  tobacco-houfe,  which  is  (6 
conftrufted,  as  to  admit  of  as  much  air 
as  is  requifite,  and  at  the  fame  tin>e  keep- 
ing out  the  rain  5  the  plants  are  then 
hung  feparately  to  dry  for  four  or  five 
weeks,  and  the  firft  moift  weather  after, 
they  are  taken  down,  for  unlefs  the  plants 
were  damped,  they  would  crumble  to  duft, 
they  are  then  laid  upon  flicks,  and  cover- 
ed up  clofe  to  fweat  for  a  week  or  two 
longer ;. then  the  negroes  ftrip  and  fort 

theniy 
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.them,  ther  top  being  tJic  beft,    and  thfe 
bottom  thie  worft  tobacco ;  they  then  put 
:  the  kaves  into  ht)g£head$,  or  form  them 
into  rolls ;  Wet  feafons  miift  be  carefully 
rlaidvhold  on  for  this  laft  procefs>  other- 
•wife  ;the  tobacco  will  not  be  fiifficiently 
.J>liabfe.    vThe  cukivation  of  this^  plant 
may  appe»  extremely  fimple,  but  it  is  im-* 
-poflible  td  defcribc  to  you  the  immenfe 
labor,  care  and  fatigue  there  is  attending 
it,  from  the  firft  fetting  the  feeds  to  the 
packing  it  in  hogfheads^  and  the  great  an- 
xiety the  j^rfon  who  fuperintends  it;  has 
for  through  the  whole  procefs  it  requires 
.the  utmoft  ikiU  and  judgment. 

:  Travelling  in  this  country  is  extremely 
dangerous,  efpecially  if  it  is  the  leaft 
windy,  from  the  number  of  rotten  pines 
continually  blowing  down  >  after  a  llorm, 
it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  turn  into 
the  woods  fix  or  feven  times  in  the  fpace 
of  a.mUe,  to  pafs  the  trees  that  have 
C  c  3  been 
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been  blown  into  and  choak  up  the  road; 
even  in  calm  weather  it  is  not  altogether 
fafc,  for  there  are  old  rotten  pines,  diveft- 
ed  of  all  their  branches,  which  totter  with 
the  leaft  breeze.  An  accident  happened 
a  few  days  fince,  by  the  falling  of  one  of 
thefe  trees,  in  which  Madame  de  Reidefe!, 
with  two  of  her  children,  had  a  very  nar- 
row efcape :  as  (he  was  going  to  the  bar- 
racks in  her  poft-chaife,  when  the  car- 
riage had  pafl'ed  a  wooden  bridge  (which 
are  of  themfelves  very  terrific,  being  only 
fo  many  rough  logs  laid  acrpfs  beams, 
without  any  fafe-guard  on  each  fide)  an 
old  rotten  pine  fell  diroftly  between  the 
horfes  and  the  chaife,  but  providentially 
did  no  other  damage,  than  cruihing  the 
two  fore-wheels  to  pieces  ^d  lamins  one 
of  the  horfes. 

Not  being  overftocked  with  frefh  provi- 
fion?,  I  accompanied  feveral  other  officer* 
to  the  woods,  to  procure  a  few  rabbits; 

if 
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if  the  dogs  once  get  fcent  of  them  they  are 
^on  taken,  for  they  do  npt  bulrrow  as  ours 
do  in  England,  but-  run  up  hollow  trees, 
which  they  will  climb  to  a  confiderable 
height,  but  from  which  place  of  refuge 
they  are  taken  by  putting  up  a  hickory 
fapling,  fplit  at  the  end  and  twifted  in 
their  fkins.  As  we  y/tvt  employed  in 
tatching  thefe  rabbits,  th^  dogs  kept  an 
inceflant  barking  at  the  branch  of  a  tree, 
and  when  we  came  up  to  them,  we  found 
an  opoffum,  fufpended.  at  the  extremi- 
ty of  the  branch  by  its  taij,  which  thi? 
creature  always  does  .  when  purfued ;  we 
^nt  a  fervant  up  the  tree,  who  jthook  him 
pff,  and  he  fell  among  the  dogs,  from 
whom  he  did  not  make  the  le^ft  attempt 
to  efcape,  but  appeared  as  if  dead.     It  was 

taken  and  carried  home,  ail  which  time  it 

*  ■  ■  ■ 

ftiewed  no  other  figns  of  life  than  gently 
breathing;  it  Yrap^.-put  in  a  court-yard, 
where  it  could  not  efcape,  ^i\d  we  watched 
it  for  near  half  an  hour,  during  which  it 
C  c  4  .  never 
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never  moved,  but  lay  as  dead ;  at  laft.  It 
gently  raifed  its  head,  looking  all  around, 
dnd  not  perceiving  any  danger^  imme-^ 
diately  ran  off.  We  opened  the  door  and 
let  out  the  dogs,  who  purfuing  it,  the 
creature  lay  down  as  before,  without  (hew- 
ing any  figns  of  life,  nor  would  they 
meddle  with  it,  but  were  returning  back ; 
we  went  out  and  fet  the  dogs  at  it,  and 
notwithftanding  two  fpirited  fpaniels  wor- 
ried and  fliook,  nay,  even  fnapped  its  vefy 
bones,  which  we  could  diftin^ly .  hear, 
the  creature  never  fhewed  any  fymptoms 
of  life.  After  the  dogs  hid  worried  it,  and 
broke  almoll  every  bone  in  its  body,  which-, 
perhaps  you  will  fay,  did  not  reflect  much 
credit  to  oar  humanity,  a  heavy  fl:onc 
was  dropt  on  its  head,  to  end  its  tortures  j 
and  even  then,  at  parting  with  life, 
it  fcarcely  ftruggled^  but  this  mode  of 
feigning  death,  is  what  preferves  this 
Creature  from  the  mountdn  cat,  and  othet 
carniverous  animals. 

A  few 
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A  few  day$  ago^  I  went  with  k^mni  . 
officers  to  fee  a  a  ctiveriion  peculiar  to. this 
coqntPf)  termed  quarter-«>raeing,  which  .is 
a  match  between  t^o  horfes,  to  run:  a 
qtOLrttr  df  a  m^le  in  aih-aight  direiStianb 
4Md  near  i¥K)ft  of  the  ordinaries,  thdre^is 
a  piece  of  ground  cleared,  in  the  woods 
-for  that  |)lifpofe,  where  there  are  two 
paths^  about  fix  or  eight  yards  afunxkc^ 
which  the  liorfes  mil  in,  this  diVen- 
fidn  19  a  great  favorite  of  the  middling 
and  lower  cklTes,  and  they  hay)e  a  breed 
of  horfes  to  perform  it  with  aftoniihing 
velocity,  beating  every  other  for  that;  dis- 
tance with  the  greateft  eafe.  I  think;  1 
€to,  writhoutthe  leaft  exaggeration,  alfot, 
that  even  the  famous  ficlipfe  could  not  esii- 
eel  them  in  fpeed,  for  oar  horfes  are  fonse 
time  before  they  are  able  to  get  into  full 
fpeed,  and  thefe  are  trained  to  fet  out  in 
that  manner  the  moment  of  ftarting.  It 
is  the  moft  ridiculous  amufement  imagine- 
able,  for  if  you  happen  tp  be  looking  ano- 
ther 
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thcr  way,  the  race  is  terminated  before 
you  can  turn  your  head  j  notwith^anding 
which,  very  confiderable  fums  are  betted 
jit  thefe  matches.  We  ftayed  :ai)d  faw  fe- 
Teral,  and  then  returned,  as  we  were  ^v- 
en  to  underftand,  that  after  the  race» 
were  finifhed,  the  day  was  concluded 
*wth  feveral  of  thofe  horrid  boxing* 
snatches  I  defcribed  to  you  in  ipy  laft, 
^and  that  two  or  three  daring  fellows  had 
faid  they  would  feek  a  quarrel  with  the 
•Britifli  officers  j  therefore  we .  left  thefe 
buck-fkins  to  fight  by  themfelve«,  a-pra^ 
•pos,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  explain  this 
epithet  which  was  given  to  the  Virgini- 
ans, by  the  New  Englanders,  (iii  retali- 
ation for  their  calling  them  Yankees)  in 
allufion  to  their  anceftors,  bping  hunters, 
and  felling  buck,  or  rather  deer-fldns, 
for  there  are  no.roe-bucks  in  Virginia, 

Thefe  races  are.  only  among  the  fettlcrs 
in  the  interior  parts  of  this  Provmce>  for 

they 
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they  are  much  laughed  at  and  ridiculed 
by  the  people  in  the  lower  parts, 
about  Richmond  and  other. great  towns; 
at  WSliamfburg,  is  a  very  cxcelleixt  courfe 
for*  two,  three,  or  four  mile  .  heats, 
>wh€rcf;  there  are  races  every  Spring  and 
Fall;,  they  run  for  purfes  are.  generally 
relied  :l)y  fubfcription,  and  the  horie 
that  wins  two  four-mile  heats,  out  of 
-three,  is  entitled  to  the  prize,  which  is 
one  hundred  pounds  the  firft  day's  run- 
liirig,  and  fifty  pounds  every  other  day, 
and  thefe  races  commonly  lad  a  week; 
at  which  very  capital  horfes  ate  ftartcd, 
that  would  make  no  contemptable  figuft 
at  Newmarket 

There  are  two  forts  of  infedls  extreme- 
ly troublefome,  which  iare.  the  wood- 
tick  j  and  the  feed-tick;  the  fortner  are 
about  the  fize,  and  greatly  referable  a 
bug,  reforting  moftly  upon  trees  and 
•nifties,  from  which,  if  they  fall  upon  you, 

-     .,  *hcy 
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they  fix  their  probofcis  into  the  pores  of 
the  Ikiri,  and  fuck  the  blood  till  they  arc 
of  an  enonnous  fize,  and  then  drop  off^ 
they  are  exceedingly  troublefomo  to 'the 
cattle ;  the  latter  derive  their  nam^  from 
not  being  much  larger  than  finall  ieed; 
thefe  are  chiefly  upon  the  long  grafs;  and 
if  they  get  on  you,  being  fo  fmall]^  they 
«iter  the  pores  of  the  (kin,  which  occafiofi 
a  violent  irritation,  and  if  rubbed,  is  att. 
tended  with  very  dangerous  confeqiiencea, 
as  it  inevitably  brings  on  an  inflaijinut- 
tion^  and  fometimes  a  mortificatioii ; .  the 
only  mode  of  preventing  any  of  thciecon^ 
fequences,  is  to  fumigate  the  parts  affdfted 
with  tobacco,  which  penetrating  the  poiies, 
deftroys  the  infects. 

There  is  a  Ihrub  peculiar  to  this  pro- 
vince, that  bears  a  fmall  flower,  which  the 
inhabitants  term  the  bubby  flower,  it  re 
fembles  that  which  grows  on  clover  graft, 
and  has  peculiar  qualities^  for  it  retains  its 

grateful 
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grateful  and  odorifenous  perfume  fiir  a 
length  of  time  after  being  gathered;,  and 
as  it  withers,  cticreafes  5  the  name  givea 
to  the  flower  arifes  from  a  cuftom  that  the 
ipe^ximen  have  of  putting  this  flower  down 
dicir  bofoms,  letting  it  remain  th^etill 
it  has  loft  all  its  graftcSful  perfiune. 

Having  fome  bufinefs  with  Colonel 
Bland,  of  whom  I  made  mention  in  a  for- 
mer letter,  I  went  to  his  houfe  jiift  as  he 
iiad  mounted  horie,  but  he,  with  tlie 
politenefs  which,  but  in  juiHce  to  him,  I 
muft  fay,  he  fhe'ws  to  the  Biitifh  officera, 
ilifinounted,  and  invited  me  in^  and  after 
communicating  my  bufinefs,  upon  my 
taking  leave  of  him,  notwithflanding  his 
yolitenefs  and  attention,  I  conld  not  help 
finiling  at  the  pompofity,  and  the  great 
importance  he  afliimes,  to  make  him^ 
-felf  appear  to  us  confequential ;  for  to 
convince  us  that  he  was  converfant  with 
the  French  language,  having  mounted  his 

horfe 
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horie  without  his  fword^  he  called  to  1 
negro>  he  had  purchafed  from  one  of 
the  French  Weft-Indian  iflands^  to  bring, 
it  him>  which  the  fellow  did  Without  the 
fcabbard ;  when  the  Colonel^  in  great  an- 
ger, laid  to  him,  Donney  moiy  dmney  nm^ 
and  after  great  hefitation,  donney  mot  nm 
fcabbard. 

We  have  been  of  late  greatly  perplex^ 
ed  with  the  paper  money,  not  only 
by  that  iffued  from  Congrefs,  but  that 
iffued  by  thefe  States,  they  both  having 
been  counterfeited;  the  former,  though 
not  altogether,  is  in  part  refufed  in  con* 
fequence  of  it,  and  the  latter  is  entirely 
fiopt,  and  new  impreffions  are  ifTued, 
which  the  Governor  and  Affembly  con- 
ceive will  not  eafily  be  counterfeited,  as  it 
is  made  upon  paper  difficult  to  be  ob* 
tained  in  thefe  parts,  nor  have  they  ar- 
rived to  fuch  perfeclien  of  making  paper 
as  to  manufafture  it  j  indeed,  throughout 

America 


THROtTGH    AMERICA,'*  39}^ 

Amiaiiia'  fhcy  are  greatly  deficient  in  this- 
art,  as  moft  6f  theii*  news^-papers  are 
printed  ufibh  blue,  or  elfe  coarfe  whitci 
paper,  fimilar  to  that  ufed  by  fhopkeepers,- 
but  the  J)kper  of  this  new  emiflion,  is  =tfie 
filvcr  paper  ufed  by  hatters,  great  quan*. 
titles  of  which  were  found  in  a  veffcl  that 
was  captured,  and  was  feized  on  by  the 
Governor  for  this  purpofe:  exclufive  of 
the  great  loffes  that  we  conftantly  expe- 
rience with  paper  money  in  general,  we 
have  fufFered  much  by  this  new  emiflion, 
as  likewife  by  the  great  depreciation  of 
the  Congrefs  money,  as  the  exchange  at 
prefent  is  after  the  rate  of  five  hundred 
paper  dollars  for  one  guinea. 

The  depreciation  of  Congrefs  money 
arifes  from  the  vaft  quantity  of  the  coun- 
terfeit, which  any  perfon  who  hazards  the 
riik,  may  have  gratis,  at  New- York,  to 
circulate  throughout  the  province,  and  to 
point  out  to  you  what  ^confufion  there 

mu^ 
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ipuft  be  at  the  conclufion  c^  this  unhappy 
conteft>  on  whichever  fide  itwytcrmi- 
tiate,wheii  I  inform  you,  that  i^there  are 
m^uay  perfons  now  in  a6tual  pqSb^aj,  of 
j^antations,  which  they  piurxJiaibi'imth 
the  counterfeit  money  they  hrou^  £ram 
New-Yorkl  As  I  have  repeatedly .  tben- 
tionedin  feveralof  my  letters,  vaiiomdr 
cumAances  concerning  paper  mon^,  Mbd 
thinking  they  may  not  be  unaceeptal^e^  I 
baire  endoied  a  few  dollars  in  thislettcr*. 


Yours,  &c. 


LET. 


AMERICAN    DOLL  A  K 


■miMm^^mm: 


^ 


WTfW^^Sixty  -Jive  Dol 

6xM  to  receive       J^^^^^^^ 

'^um  m  GoU  or  S  liver, 
cting  to  a  Rerotu-I 

of  the    I4fli  JmsMii/yy 


REVERSE. 

)h  Shty^five  Dollars.  ^ 


j2  ^riztei  ^  Hall  and  <>£i<-S 


wis        PHILADELPHIA: 
^***   Printed    by    "^U  cn^\ 


* 
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.LETTER      LXVII. 


Richmond,  in  Virginia, 


MY    DEAR   FRIEND, 

YO  U  will  naturally  conclude,  at  re- 
ceiving another  letter  from  this 
place,  that  the  kind  reception  I  met  with 
when  laft  here,  induced  me  to  pay  a  fe- 
cond  vifit  5  but  however  pleafant  fuch  a 
journey  wpuld  be,  my  prefent  one  is  not  i 
only  very  difagreeable  to  myfelf,  but  has 
proved  extremely  fo  to  others ;  my  buli- 
nefs  being  to  communicate  General  Phil- 
lips's  orders,  that  nene  of  the  officers  are 
Vol.  IL  D  d  to 
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to  refide  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the 
barracks  than  twenty  miles. 

On  my  way  to  this  place  I  flopt  and 
flept  at  Tuckahoe,  where  I  met  with  Colo- 
nel Mead,  Colonel  Laurens,  and  another 
officer  of  General  Wafnington's  fuite. — 
More  than  once  did  I  exprefs  a  wifh  the 
General  himfelf  had  been  of  the  party,  to 
have  feen  and.converfed  with  a  charafter, 
of  whom,  in  all  my  travels  through  the 
various  provinces,   I  neyer  heard  any  one 
Ipeak  difrefpcclfuily,  as  an  individual,  and 
whofe  public  chara6ler  has  been  the  ad^ 
miration  and  ailonifhment  of  all  Europe. 

The  converfation,  in  general,  turn- 
ing upon  horfes,  •  Colonel  Mead  was  priz- 
ing his  as  being  remarkably  high  fpirited, 
which  prevented  its  falling  into  the  hands 
of  a  party  of  our  light  dragoons,  .as  his 
negro,  who  had  the  care  of  it,  was  look* 
ing  after  forage,  who  was  furprized,  pur* 

fvied, 
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fued,  and  neaily  furrpunded  by  th^  party, 
in  a  field,  enclofed  with  a  prodigious 
fence,  near  nine  feet  high  3  the  poor  ne- 
gro, fearful  of  himfelf,  and  dreading  his 
mailer's  difpleafure,  in  cafe  he  loft  the 
hof fe,  run  him  at  the  fence,  which  he 
leaped  over,  and  rode  off  into  the  woods, 
to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  dragoons  ;  the 
Colonel  attributed  the  fafety "  of  his  per- 
fon  to  the  fvyiftnefs  of  this  horfc  at  the 
biattle  of  Monmouth,  having  been  fired  at 
and  purfued  by  fome  Britifti  officers  as  he 
was  reconnoitring.  Upon  the  Colonel's 
mentioning  this  circumftance,  it  occurred 
to  me,  he  muft  have  been  the  perfon  that 
.Sir  Henry  Clinton's  Aid  de  Carnp  had  fired 
at  J  and  requefting  to  know  the  particular 
color  of  his  horfe,  he  informed  ^e  it  was 
black,  v/iiich  convinced . me  it  was  him; 

when  ]  related   the  circumftance  of  his 

...  ....       ^ 

meeting  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  he  replied,  he 

recollected  in  the  courfe  of  that  day,  to 

have  met  fevqral  Britilh  ofticers,  and  one 

Dd  2  .  of 
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of  them  wore  a  ftar.  Upon  my  mention 
ing  the  obfervation  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had 
made  to  his  Aid  de  Camp,  the  Colonel 
laughed,  and  replied,  "  Had  he  known  it 
"  had  been  the  Commander  in  Chief,  he 
^*  fhould  have  made  a  defperate  effort  to 
**  have  taken  him  prifoner," 

At  Goochland  Coilrt-houfe,  I  was  in- 
formed in  what  a  fpirited  manner  Colond 
Randolph  had  refented  thfc  illiberality  of 
fome  of  his  neighbours,  who  had  in- 
finuated  and  threatened  to  fet  fire  to  fome 
valuable  mills,  on  account  of  his  hofpi^ 
tality  to  the  Britifh  officers ;  At  thie  Aeift 
court  day,  after  he  had  he^d  of  this  re- 
port, he  in  a  very  animate^  fpeech  ftated, 
that  no  one  had  a  right  to  fcrutinize  into 
his  private  concerns,  that  his  public  cha- 
racter was  well  known,  and  that  no  one 
could  with  more  zeal  and  perfcverence 
fupport  the  caufe  of  the  Americans 
than  he  had  done,  and  concluded  with 

©ffering 
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offering  a  reward  of  five  hundred  pounds 
for  the  difcovery  of  thofe  who  had  made 
life  of  thofe  threats.  Since  thi$  tranfai> 
lion,  the  Colonel  has  paid  more  attention 
to  the  officers,  afting  truly  confiftent  with 
the  principles  of  independence,  and  to 
fliame  his  countrymen  for  their  want  of 
liberality. 

I  was  detained  near  two  days  in  my 
journey  to  this  place,  on  account  of  the 
overflowing  of  the  river,  at  what  is  termed 
the  Point  of  Forks,  where  James  River 
divides,  and  was  rather  furprized  at  this 
fuddeh  rifing  of  the  water,  as  it  had  not 
rained  for  feveral  days,  but  on  enquiry 
found,  that  any  fall  of  rain,  unlefs  ex- 
tremely violent,  never  encreafed  the  water 
till  fome  time  after,  during  which  it  col- 
lefts  from  the  mountains,  and  ruihe? 
in  amazing  torrents ;  the  waters  were  fo 
encreafed,  that  they  had  overflowed  the 
banks  of  the  river  for  many  miles,  and  as  it 
Dd  3  comes 
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comes  down  with  great  impetuofity  from 
the  mountains,  it  wafhes  away  the  earth, 
which  being  of  a  red  caft,  appears  like  a 
torrent  of  blood.  Since  the  waters  have 
abatecf,  there  has  been  caught  a  great  num- 
ber of  fturgeons  and  rock-fifh,  at  the  falls 
of  this  place :  Indeed  fifli  is  at  this  feafon 
in  great  plenty,  efpecially  eels,  which  are 
of  a  great  fize,  and  caught  in  weirs; 
numbers  of  which  are  upon  James  River, 
above  the  falls,  and  indeed  upon  moft  of 
the  rivers  and  creeks  -,  thefe  weirs  are 
conftru6led  of  flones  laid  acrofs  the  river 
of  the  ufual  heiglit  of  the  current,  and 
brought  to  a  point  in  the  center,  where 
is  placed  a  wicker  baikct,  or  a  wooden  box^ 
in  which  they  catch  great,  quantities  of 
fifh. 

I  think  nothing  more  fully  evinces  the 

real  diftreffes  of  the  inhabitants  in  general, 

throughout  America,  and  how  great  the 

•fpirit  of  perfecution  and  oppreflion  reigns 

throughout 
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throughout  all  the  provinces,  as  the  amaz- 
ing emigrations  to  a  new  lettlement,  at  a 
place  called  Kentucky,  where  the' foil  is 
extremely  fruitful,  and  wherq  there  are 
abundance .  of  buffaloes,  the  country 
around,  for  a  great  number  of  miles,  is  an 
extenfive  plain,  with  very  few  trees  grow- 
ing on  it.  New  difcoveries  are  continually 
making,  as  to  the  vafl  extent  of  the  con- 
tinent of  America,  and  in  foftie  future  day 
it  may  be  learnt,  what  the  boundaries 
are  to  the  weftward.  This  new  fettle- 
ment  is  near  a  thoufand  miles  from  this 
place,  neverthelefs,  thofe  travelling  to  it, 
though  to  fo  great  a  diftance,  and  perhaps 
have  left  comfortable  houfes  and  planta- 
tions, which  have  been  the  labor  of  their 
whole  lives  to  clear  and  bring  to  perfec- 
tion, appear  chearful  and  happy,  pleafed 
with  the  idea,  that  they  will  be  free  from 
the  tyranny  and  oppreflion  of  the  Con- 
grefs,  and  its  upftart  dependants.  Their 
mode  of  travelling  greatly  refembles  that 
D  d  4  of 
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of  the  patriarchs  of  old,  for  they  take 
with  them  their  horfes,  oxen,  fheep,  and 
other  cattle^  as  likewife  all  kinds  of  poul- 
try. On  my  journey  to  this  place,  I  faw 
a  family  fctting  off  for  this  new  fettle- 
ment,  leaving  behind  them  a  neat  habi- 
tation, which  appeared  furrounded  with 
every  requifite  to  make  it  at  once  the 
manfion  of  content  and  happinefs.  As 
to  the  manner  of  quitting  it,  that  fa- 
vorite poet,  Dr.  Goldfinith,  has  moft 
charmingly  defcribed  it  in  the  folldwing 
lines : 

*'  Good  Heavens !  What  forrows  gloom'd  that  partmg  day^ 

**  That  called  them  from  their  native  walks  away  ; 

**  When  the  poor  exiles,  every  pleafure  paft, 

**  Hung  round  the  bowers  and  fondly  looked  their  laft.'* 

Nor  can  I  more  forcibly  defcribe  the 
family's  fetting  out  on  their  journey,  than 
he  has  done where  he  fays, 

*'  The  good  old  fire,  tlie  firfl  prepared  to  go 

**  To  new-found  worlds,  and  w«pf  for  other's  woe  5 

'•  Bat 
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**  But  for  himfelf  in  confcioas  virtue  brave, 
**  H^  only  wifh'd  for  worlds  beyond  the  grave  ; 
*'  His  lovely  daughter,  lovelief  in  her  tears, 
**  The  fond  companion  of  his  helplefs  years  ; 
^*  Silent  went  next,  negledful  of  her  charms, 
«'  And  left  a  lover's  for  a  father's  arms  ; 
**  With  tender  plaints,  the  mother  fpoke  lier  wocs^ 
**  And  blefl  the  cot  where  ev'ry  pleafure  rofe ; 
•<  And  kift  her  thoughtlefs  babes  with  many  a  tear, 
«'  And  clafpt  them  clofe  in  forrow  doubly  dear, 
«*  Whilft  her  fond  hufband  ftrove  to  lend  relief^ 
»'  In  all  the  filent  manlinefs  of  grief". 


The  heat  of  the  weather  is  at  prefcnt 
very  inlenfe,  and  renders  travelling  un- 
pleafant,  efpecially  on  horfe-back,  the 
rays  of  the  fuft  are  fo  very  powerful  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  that  neither  yourfelf 
nor  your  horfe  are  able  to  withftand  it, 
and  you  can  only  travel  in  the  mornings 
and  evenings,  The  inhabitants  jog  on  in 
a  vehicle  called  a  fulky,  a  kind  of  one 
horfe  chaife,  but  conftru6ted  juft  large 
enough  to  contain  one  perfon ;  they  fay 
thefe  are  not  fo  fatiguing  to  the  horfe  as 

a  per- 
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a  perfon's  riding  on  its  back.     In  tra^- * 
ling  on  horfe-back,  you  muft  either  ws^:..- 
or  gallop  your  horfe,   as  the  motion*' of    • 
trotting  is  too  fatiguing  for  yourfelf  and 
the  beaft. 

At  every  plantation  you  pafs  by,  the 
peach  trees  prefent  their  fruit,  to  allay  the 
parching  thirft  the  heat  occafions  ;  and 
it  is  deemed  no  trefpafs  to  flop  and  re- 
frefh  yourfelf  and  your  horfe  with  themj 
if  the  owner  of  the  plantation  perceives 
you  '  gathering,  he  wall  tome  and  direfl: 
you  to  the  tree  that  bears  the  beft  fruit, 
for  the  peaches  of  this  country  are  of  va- 
rious forts ;   and  though  they  are  in  fuch  . 
abundance,  that  they  feed  the  hogs  with 
them,  yet  there  are  very  few  excicpt  in 
gentleman's    gardens,    which    have   that 
fiavor  and  juice  of  thofe  that  grow   in 
England. 

Having 
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Having  feen  the  procefs  of  making 
peach  hrandy,  I  no  longer  am  furprized 
at  this  fpirit  having  fuch  pernicious 
effefls  w^hen  drank  to  excefs,  and  how  un- 
wholefome  it  miift  be  taken  in  ever  fo 
fmall  quantities  ;  for  after  gathering  the 
fruit,  it  is  put  in  large  vats,  where  it  re- 
mains till  it  is  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  putrefac- 
tion, as  to  be  extremely  ofFenfive  to  ap- 
proach it,  in  this  ftate  the  peaches  are 
preffed  and  the  liquor  that,  comes  Irom 
them  is  diftilled ;  from  whence  the  cuftom 
arofe  to  let  the  peaches  be  in  fuch  a  pu- 
trified  ftate,  I  never  could  learn;  for 
upon  afking  fevcral  of  the  inhabitants  if 
they  bruifed  the  peaches  as  foon  as  gather- 
ed, and  prefled  the  liquor  from  them, 
whether  the  flavor  and  ftrengtli  of  fpirit 
would  not  be  fuperior,  the  only  anfwer 
I  could  obtain  was,  that  they  believed  it 
might,  but  the  other  was  tiie  ufual 
mode. 

The 
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The  town  of  Richmond,  as  well  as  the 
plantations  around  for  fome  miles,  has 
been  in  imminent  danger,  as  the  woods 
have  been  on  fire,  which  for  fbme  time 
paft  has  raged  with  great  fury,  and  that 
element  feemed  to  threaten  univerfal  dcf- 
tru6lion;  but  providentially,  before  it 
had  done  any  material  damage,  there  fell 
a  very  heavy  rain,  which  neverthelefs,  has 
not  altogether  extinguifhed  it,  as  it  is 
daily  breaking  out  in  places,  but  not  fo 
violent  but  it  can  be  eafily  prevented  from 
Ipreading. 

During  the  Summer  months,  thcfe 
fires  are  very  frequent,  and  at  Charlottef- 
ville  I  have  feen  the  mountains  on  a  blaze 
for  three  or  four  miles  in  length,  they 
are  occafioned  by  the  careleffnefs  of  wag- 
goners, who,  when  night  approaches, 
after  they  have  unharneffcd  the  horfes,  fed 
them,  pannelled  them,  and  tying  a  bell 
round  their  necks,  turned  them  loofe  it\ 

the 
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the  woods  to  graze,  make  a  large  fire 
to  warm  them  when  they  fleep,  which  on 
purfuing  their  journey  the  next  morning, 
they  negled  to  extinguifh,  this  commu- 
nicating to  the  dry  leaves  which  lay  on 
the  ground,  fpreads  rapidly  and  caufes 
thefe  dreadful  and  dangerous  conflagra- 
tions. 

To-morrow  I  leave  this  place,  to  return 
Charlottefville,  when  I  fliall  embrace  the 
next  favorable  opportunity  to  write,  this 
i  fend  by  the  flag  of  truce  that  is  return- 
ing to  New- York,  and  in  hopes  it  may 
fefcly  reach  you,    I  remain. 


Yovirs,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER      LXVIII. 


Joneses  Flantattorty  near  C harlot te/vilUs 
in  Virginiay  Aug.  4,    1779. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

/^N  rr.y  return  from  Richmond,  I 
^^  witnelFed  the  mode  that  renders  the 
Virginian  rifle-men  fo  expert  in  the  ufe  of 
arms — as  great  numbers  were  affembled, 
fhooting  at  marks,  and  which  I  under- 
ftand,  long  before  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  was  the  conftant  diverfion  in  this 
country;  fo  certain  are  they  of  hitting, 
that  they  are  not  fearful  of  holding  the 
board  at  arm's  length';  nay,  fome  are  fo 
little  apprehenfive  of  danger,   that  they 

will 
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will  place  it  between  their  legs  for  another 
to  fire  at. 


There  is  an  infecl,  termed  the  fire-fly, 
which  in  itfelf  is  a  great  curiofity,  being 
really  a  perfe6l  phofphorus:  for  a  confix  .^  . .. 
derable  portion  of  its  life^  moff  x)f  the  in-f"  -J^ 
terior  parts  of  its  body  being  at  times       ];^2 
luminous,  and  from  whence  jtoemits  rays        ; ;-■ 
^  of  light   for  a  great   part  of  the  night,:';  •. 
by  mean:-  cf  two  gbndular  fpots^  that  are ;  T ';'  '  .^^ 
plaQe-:!  between  the  head  and  fEq^dders;    >^t< 
neverthelefs,  though  tliefe  luminotts^*  riys 
iffue  naturally  from  the  infecl,  while  awake^ 
it  feems  to  pollefs  power  of  interrtrptiiTg: : 
them  at  -  will,  and  then  thefe  fppts  arc'--  ^ 
opake  ;  though,  as  I  obferved  mofl:  of  the 
internal  parts  of  thefe  infects  emit  a  ligh 
yet  tlie  thicknefs,  of  its  cover  prevents  it 
appearing  through  any  other  place  but 
thofe.conltituted  by  nature  for  the.pur- 
pofe ;  *  yet,   on  extending  the  rings  that       .   ''  ^ff 
cover  the  different  parts  of  the  body  a 
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little  afunder,  you  may  obfervc  the  fame 
light  to  iffue. 

By  the  light  of  one  of  thefe  infefts^  if 
held  between  the  fingers,  and  moved  gra- 
dually with  the  luminous  fpots  over  the 
chryftal  of  a  watch,  you  can  with  e'afe 
tell  the  hour  5  and  ten  or  twelve  of  them 
put  into  a  clear  phial,  will  give  fufficlent 
light  to  read  or  write  by  very  diftinftly. 

Thefe  infefls  make  their  appearance  in 
the  evening,  and  are  to  be  feen  for  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  night  5  they  are  ex- 
tremely unpleafant  to  travellers  at  a  late 
hour,  being  at  times  fo  numerous,  as  to 
perfectly  dazzle  the  eye,  and  by  their  ob- 
fcure  intervals  and  fudden  glare,  the  fight 
is  diverted  from  every  objeft  of  danger 
that  at  night  prefents  itfelf  j  an  inftance 
of  which  lately  happened,  that  had  near 
been  fatal  to  an  officer,  who,  loft  in  the 
bye  paths  in  the  woods,  by  the  reafon  of 

thefe 
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thefe  infe6ls,  did  not  perceive  a  tree  that 
was  not  entirely  blown  down,  but  refted 
on  another,  againft  which  he  came  with 
fuch  violence  is  to  be  ftunned,  and  on 
fegairiing  his  fenfes,  found  that  in  fallirig 
from  his  horfe,  he  had  broke  one  of  his 
legs,  and  he  remained  in  that  ftate  till  the 
next  morning,  when  he  was  found  by  a 
negro,  who  conduced  him  home. 

You  may  recoUefV,  in  a  former  letter^ 
I  mentioned  what  a  lawlefs  fet  the  lower 
clafs  were,  and  of  their  ferocious  difpofi-- 
tion;  an  inftance  has  recently  occurred, 
wherein  the  mofl  wanton  cruelties  were 
intended  to  be  put  in  execution  againft 
an  officer  of  the  artillery,  who,  in  the 
moft  miraculous  manner,  made  his  efcape 
from  thefe  brutal  favages,  as  they  were 
conducing  him  to  the  place  where  they 
intended  to  perpetrate  their  horrid  pur- 
pofc. 

Vol.  II.  E  e  The 
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Tlie  officer  was  quartered  at  the  ptanta^ 
tion  of  one  Watfon,  a  wretch  who  is 
reckoned  an  adept  in  gouging,  and  who; 
prepares  his  nails  for  that  purpofe^  He 
has  an  agreeable,  but  by  no  means  ^ 
pretty  vfom^tif  for  his  wife,  and  on,  ac^ 
count  of  the  common  civilities  in  fupjply-» 
ing'  the  officer  with  poultry,  milk,  &c# 
which  h?  regularly  paid  for  y  this  ignorant 
fellow  pretended  to  be  jealous,  and  com^ 
municating  his  fentiments  to  ibme  neigh- 
bours of  a  fimilar  difpofition  to  his  ownj^ 
they  concerted  a  fcheme  to  be  revenged  of 
the  officer. 

Accordingly,  a  few  days  after,  th^ 
broke  into  his  chamber  at  the  dead  of 
night,  but  the  noife  awaking  him,  he 
had  juft  time  to  fcize  his  fword,  wiA 
whicli  he  defended  himielf  for  ibmc  time» 
till  it  broke,  when  l>e  was  overpowered 
by  his  landlord  and  three  other  ruffians, 
who    made    him    put    on   his    deaths, 

and 
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and  after  tying  his  hands  belnnd  hua,  led 
him  into  the  yard,  and  placing  him  on  his 
own  horfe,  they  fet  out  with  him  armed 
with  mufkets,  to  proceed  to  another  of 
tbefc  defperadoes,  who  redded  about  two 
miksr  diftant,  to  confutt  c^  tibe  mode  of 
ifwenge—- only  conceive  what  muft  have 
been  the  fituation  of  his  mind  whea 
in  their  way  to  this  neighbours  hoafe, 
thefe  fellows  were  ccmfulting  whether 
they  (hould  cut  his  throat  and  fecrete  the 
body,  or  caftrate  him  and  roll  him  down 
a  fleep  rock. 

Arriving  at  the  plantation,  they  took 
him  off  the  horfe  and  conduced  ^im 
into  the  houfe,  the  owner  of  which  de- 
dined  any  concern  in  the  tranfaftion,  and 
drffbaded  the  others  from  it,  but  they 
were  fteady  to  their  bloody  purpofes  j  the  ' 
ruffians  then  defired  fome  peach  brandy 
t&ddy,  which  they  drank  till  intoxicated, 
all  this  time-confulting  what  they  fhould 
E  e  2  do 
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do  with  the  officer.  The  villain  Watfon, 
who  particularly  fuppofed  himfelf  to  be 
aggrieved,  and  was  the  firft  inftigator  of 
this  bafe  plot,  occafionally  prefented  his 
piece,  and  threatened  immediate  vengeance. 
At  length  the  dawn  of  day  appearing,  the 
wretches  as  if  confcious  of  their  iniquitous 
proceeding,  remarked  it  would  foon  be 
light,  and  refolving  to  put  the  lall  of 
their  threats  in  execution,  they  quitted 
the  houfe,  mounting  the  officer  on  his 
horfe,  and  proceeded  to  the  fpot  where  they 
were  to  perpetrate  it,  which  was  at  the 
foot  of  a  mountain,  near  a  very  lleep 
precipice. 

'  The  fituation  of  the  officer  was  truly 
dreadful,  for  however  refigned  he  might 
be  to  meet  liis  fate,  the  manner  of  it  was 
^  moft  lamentable  J  in  the  hands  of  American 
defperadoes,  who  are  worfe  than  favages, 
revengeful  and  drunk,  alternately  prefent- 
ing  their  mufquets  and  vowing  inflant 
death. 

When 
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When  they  had  proceeded  with  him  near 
three  miles,  it  was  quite  day  light,  they 
then  judged  it  neceflary  to  haften  their 
pace,  fearful  of  meeting  any  one,  and  by 
now  and  then  making  the  horfe  trot,  it 
loofened  the  cord,  with  which  the  officer's 
.hands  were  tied;  perceiving  this,  and 
after  fome  little  ftruggle,  finding  he  could 
releafe  his  hands,  he  very  prudently 
waited  an  opportunity  till  he  came  to 
fome  road  he  was  acquainted  with.  After 
they  had  proceeded  about  half  a  mile  fur- 
.thcr,  very  near  the  place  they  were  to 
condudl:  him  to,  hedifcerned  a  bye  path 
which  led  to  the  barracks,  inftantly  dif- 
•engaged  his  hands,  Teized  the  bridle  and 
fpeaking  to  his  horfe,  which  had  been 
an  old  quarter-racer,  it  fet  off  full  fpeed. 
Thefe  wretches  all  dicharged  their  pieces 
^t  him,  but  owing  to  the  thicknefs  of  the' 
cWood  and  their  intoxication,  he  efcaped, 
and  arrived  fafc  at  the  barracks. 

This 
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This  matter  was  reprefcnted  to  the  Go^ 
vemor  of  the  province,  by  the  General,  at 
the  fame  time  defcribing  the  inhabitants, 
and  their  place  of  refidencc ;  the  anfwer 
from  the  Governor  was,  that  he  was  ex- 
tremely concerned  at  it,  but  at  prefent  the 
civil  power  was  of  little  ufe,  the  ofiicers 
not  daring  to  make  ufe  of  their  anthority 
among  thefe  back-woods  men,  as  it  en^ 
clangered  their  lives;  and  he  bad  only  .to 
recommend  the  officer  to  be  on  his  guard, 
and  not  quit  the  barracks,  and  that  at 
night,  for  his  perfonal  fafety,  he  had 
wrote  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
continental  troops,  to  place  a  fegeant's 
guard  at  his  houfe :  yet,  notwithftandii^ 
the  wretches  are  acquainted  with  this  cir-* 
cumftance,  they  have  had  the  audacity 
to  hover  about  the  ban;acks,  in  order  to 
feize  him  -,  but  it  having  been  intimated 
to  them,  that  the  American  Conmiandii^ 
Officer  had  orders  to  apprehend  them,  and 

fend 
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fend  them  down  to  the  Governor  at  Wil- 
jUamlburgh,  they  have  defiftecl  in  their 
attempts.  T think  there  needs  not  a  more 
convincing  proof  to  fhew  the  anarchy  and 
cpnfufion  at  prefent  exifting  in  America, 
and  that  all  pretenfions  to  civil  govern- 
ment are  ideal,  I  aflure  you,  my  dear  friend, 
Congrefs,  aided  by  the  military,  is  the 
Only  ruling  power  at  prefent ;  they  are  de- 
motic, and  their  orders  enforced  by  the 
military  with  as  arbitrary  a  fway  as  that 
with  which  the  King  of  Pruffia  governs 
Ms  dominions. 

.  The  fhrub  which  fupplies  our  manufac- 
twes  with  cotton,  is  much  cultivated  in 
this  Province,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
lower  fort,  through  tlie  fcarcenefs  and 
difficulty  of  procuring  clothing  for  them- 
felves  and  their  negroes,  pay  greater  at- 
tention to  it  at  prefent  than  tobacco,  this 
plant  is  of  a  quick  luxuriant  growth,  and 

rifes 
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rifes  from  five  to  fix  feet  in  height,  dif- 
periing  a  number  of  branches  as  it  fhoots^ 
it  requires  a  dry  foil,  and  thrives  bcft  in 
grounds  already  tilled,  for  though  the 
plant  flourifties  more  in  frefli  lands,  yet 
from  its  luxuriance,  it  produces  more 
wood  than  fruit,  it  is  planted  in  regular 
walks,  and  at  a  moderate  diftance  from 
each  other,  for  the  branches  to  fpread, 
when  it  is  grown  to  the  height  of  five  or 
fix  inches,  the  ftems  are  pulled  up  except 
two  or  three  of  the  ftouteft,  which  are 
cropped  twice  before  the  end  of  Auguft ; 
this  precaution  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  as 
the  wood  bears  no  fruit  till  after  the  fe- 
cond  cropping;  and  if  by  negleft  the 
plant  is  fuffered  to  exceed  four  feet  high 
in  its  growth,  the  ci:op  will  be  greatly  in- 
ferior in  quality  and  quantity,  and  the 
fruit  difficult  to  gather. 

The  fruit  that  the  cotton  fhrub  bears, 
proceeds  from  a  tiower  which  blows  at 

the 
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the  extremity  of  its  branches,  the  piftil 
of  which  turns  to  a  fhell  of  the  fize  of  a 
pigeon's  egg,  and  when  the  cotton  contained 
in  it  is  ripe,  it  burfts  and  expofes  the  feeds 
wrapt  up  in  the  native  flocks  to  the  fun ; 
when  the  greatefl:  part  of  them  are  thus 
opened,  the  negroes  gather  them,  and  the 
feeds  which  are  naturally  mixed  with  the 
cotton  are  cleaned  by  means  of  a  ma- 
chine called  a  gen,  which  is  made  of 
two  fmooth  rollers  placed  clofe  and  pa- 
rallel to  each  other  in  a  frame,  and  move 
in  contrary  direftions  by  means  of  dif- 
ferent wheels  at  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
machine,  which  are  put  in  motion  by  the 
foot,  the  cotton  being  put  to  thefe  rollers, 
while  they  move  round,  it  readily  pafles 
between  them,  bearing  the  feed  which  are 
too  large  for  the  interfpace  behind.  What 
palFes  in  this  operation  is  afterwards  hand 
picked  to  clear  it  from  the  fmall  dirt  that 

comes 
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comes  with  the  cotton  through  the 
machine,  and  then  it  becomes  fit.  for 
ufe. 

The  carding  and  fpinning  of  cotton  is 
the  chief  employment  of  the  female  ne- 
groes, for  fmce  the  inhabitants  have  been 
deprived  of  our  Engliih  cottons,  they  mat- 
nufafture  a  fort  thcmfelves,  little  inferior 
to  that  made  at  Manchefter,  and  ahnoft 
all  the  families  in  this  Province,  both 
male  and  female,  are  cloathed  with  thdr 
own  manufadlure,  the  fuperior  clafs  as 
an  example  to  their  inferiors,  who  ait 
compelled  by  neccffity. 

The  weather  being  fo  extremely  hot, 
woollen  cioaths  are  infufFerablc,  thercj- 
fore  from  neceility,  and  as  is  the  cuflom 
of  the  country,  the  officers  wear  cotton 
habiliments;  the  cotton  of  which  mine 

is 
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is  made  I  obtained  from  my  landlord, 
and  faw  the  whole  procefs  of  its  growth 
and  manufacture,  from  the  feed  being 
fown,  till  it  came  put  of  the  loom. 

I  remain. 


Yours^  &(u> 


LET- 
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LETTER        LXIX. 


Joneses  Plantation,  near  CbarlottejmilU^ 
in  Virginia,  Dec,  12,   1 779. 


JAY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

/CONSIDERING  the  innumerable  dif- 
^^  ficulties  and  inconveniences  which 
the  colonies  have  laboured  under  in 
maintaining  their  independency,  and  their 
fucceffes  appear  aftoniihing,  fuch  as 
could  only  be  efFe£led  by  that  uhanimity 
which  univerfally  prevails  among  the 
leading  and  confpicuous  chara6ters  in  each 
.  flate  ;  and  it  is  no  lefs  furprizing  that  in 
their  flrenous  fupport  of  public  meafures, 
the  internal  arrangement  of  their  affairs 

fhould 
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fhould  be  neglefted,  and  by  fuch  negleft 
hazard  a  genei^al  confufion.  In  this  ftate,  ^ 
at  prcfent,  their  internal  concerns,  mer- 
chandizes of  all  kinds,  and  the  com- 
mon and  neceffary  articles  of  life  are  at 
fuch  enormous  prices,  that  few  can  pro- 
cure them,  and  for  want  of  them  all 
claffes  are  highly  diftrefled ;  Congrefs  have 
adopted  various  meafures  to  remedy  thefe 
evils,  but  their  endeavours  have  been  fruf- 
trated  by  a  few  monopolizing  wretches 
at  Philadelphia  and  other  great  cities :  to 
this  is  owing  much  of  the  public  diftrefs, 
which  becomes  a  fcource  of  hindrance  and 
difcouragement  in  the  profccution  of  the 
various  defigns  and  undertakings  of  Con- 
grefs. 

But  of  all  the  arduous  and  trying  fitua- 
tions  they  have  had  to  encounter,  none 
has  proved  more  difficuh  than  the  prefent, 
which  they  are  ufmg  their  utmoft  endea- 
vours to   overcome,  and  if  not  cfFecled^ 

they 
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they  muft  bid  farewel  to  all  hopes  o£  gain^i 
ing  independency>  and  thts  is  the  dapvt^ 
ciation  of  their  paper  moneys  From  the 
firft  emiffion  of  bills  at  the  commefice« 
ment  of  the  war  to  the  prefent  period^ 
they  have>  by  the  neceflity  of  the  tiims^ 
iffued  near  forty  millions  fterljffig  of  con^ 
tinental  dollars,  and  what  contributes  itill 
more  to  the  depreciati<m,  is  the  immenfe 
fiuns  c^  counterfeit  money  iflbed  fron 
New-York,  and  other  places  in  oonr  poiJ- 
iefiion. 

Therefore  Congrefs  wifely  forcfecing  the 
indifpenfible  necefiky  of  refn&ving  all 
doubts  and  diflrefs,  that  the  united  ftates 
were  imable  to  redeem  their  bills,-  and 
that  raifmg  more  money  by  a  new  emiffion 
would  encreafe  the  paper  in  eirculationi, 
and  be  the  caufe  of  ftill  more  decreafing 
its  value,  have  diftributed  throughout  thd 
the  colonies  their  refqlve,  in  order  to  re- 
ipove  thofe  apprehenfions  that  were  daily 

gaining 
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gaining  ground,  in  which  after  Aating  the 
great  depreciation  of  their  currency,  by 
the  means  c^  felfiih  men,  who  diirQgarded 
the  gre^t  objedl  they  were  then,  and  had 
for  feveral  years  been  ftruggling  to  obtain^ 
and  the  enormous  fums  of  counterfeit 
Qi^Hiey '  their  enemies  had  caufed  to  be 
put  in  circulation  with  thjit  of  Congrefs, 
they  had  thought  proper  to  declare,  that 
after  fuch  a  date,  no  currency  (hould 
pafs,  but  that  iiliied  from  that  time  i  and 
fenfiblc  that  as  many  perfons  might  lofe 
confiderable  fums  by  reafon  of  counterfeit 
money,  whatever  fums  of  any  fort  were 
brought  to  the  treafury  at  Philadelphia,, 
they  fhould  receive  onje  dollar  of  the  new 
emiffion,  for  eveiy  forty  dollars.  And 
the  more  fully, to  eftablifli  the  credit  and 
value  of  the  new  currency,  the  Congrefs, 
pledged  their  public  faith,  to  pay  its  value 
Jn  gold  or  filver  fpecie* 

This 
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This  has  had  the  dcfircd  efFedt  of  Con^ 
grcfs,  that  of  folcly  keeping  up  the  fpirits 
of  the  people  j  for  it  muft  be  obvious  ta 
every  one,  that  it  is  impoffiblc  to  fulfil 
Aeir  engagements,  and  to  go  to  Philadel-' 
phia,  to  procure  fpecie  fof  a  fingle  dollar, 
would  perhaps  only  be  ihfulted  and 
laughed  at.  That  this  opinion  prevails, 
the  prefent  depreciation  is  a  convincing 
proof;  for  we  obtain  forty-five  dollars  of 
this  emiflion  for  one  in  Ipecie. 

Among  the  various  fruits  upon  this 
continent,  there  is  one  that  feems  peculiar 
to  tliis  province,  named  the  perfimmon, 
and  which,  until  meliorated  by  feveral 
fharp  frofts,  is  not  eatable,  or  fcarcely  to 
be  tafted.  Many  of  us  were  deceived  by 
this  fruit,  when  ripe  and  hanging  on  the 
trees,  it  having  the  appearance  of  an 
Orlean  plumb  -,  but  which  we  found  pof- 
fefl'ed  of  fuch  powerful  aftringent  qualities, 
as  to  central  the  mouth  to  fuch  a  degree, 

that 
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that  it  was  feverd  hours  before  we  re- 
g^ed  the  fenfe  of  tafte  5  of  this  fruit  the; 
inhabitants,  in  fonte  parts,  brew  a  liquor 
called  perfimmon  beer. 

Animals  refortihg  to  the  wonds  are  ex- 
tremely, fond  of  its  flivor,  particularly  the 
bears,  who  come  from  a  great  diftance  in 
queft  of  it;  efpecially  on  the  approach  of 
winter,  at  which  time  the  inhabitants  chace 
and  moftly  kill  them,  as  they  are  unable 
to  regain  the  mountains  before  the  dogs 
overtake  them.  If  thiey  reach  the  moun- 
tainsj  the  purfuit  after  them  is  attended 
with  danger,  on  account  of  the  vaft  num- 
ber of  carniverous  animals  reforting 
there  in  abundance.  An  accident  was 
near  happening  to  an  officer  whoj  with 
fome  others,  and  a  few  inhabitants, 
were  in  purfuit' of.  a  bear  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountains;  at  the  very  inftant,  a 
ferocious  animal,  which  I  defcribed  in  a 
former  letter,  ~  called  the  mountain  cat. 
Vol.  II.  F  f  was 
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was  going  to  fpring  upon  him.  One  of 
the  inhabitants  obferving  it,  with  his  rifle 
(hot  him  through  the  head,  and  it  fel^ 
dead  to  the  ground. 

There  is  in  this  province,  what  I  never 
.  rccoHefted  to  have  feen  in  any  other,  a  large 
ravenous  kind  of  bird  that  feeds  on  car- 
rion^-tiearly  as  big  as  an  eagle,  called  a 
turkey-buftard,  from  having  red  gills,  re- 
fembling  thofc  of  a  turkey,  whence  it  de- 
rives its  name.  It  feems  to  be  a  fpecies 
of  the  kite,  hovering  on  the  wing  like 
that  bird,  and  being  carniverous.  The  in- 
habitants kill  them  for  the  fake  of  their 
feet,  which  diliblved  into  an  oil,  is  efteem- 
ed  very^^alutary  in  the  fciatica,  old  aches 
and  pains. 

You  would  fcarcely  credit,  from  the  l^a- 
borious  and  harraffing  life  the  nep^cs 
lead  in  this  country,  that  the  paffions  of 
love  and  jealoufy  (houid  ad  very  power 

fully 
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fully  on  thenij  natur^ly  concluding,  that 
their'  whole  ideas  would  concenter  in 
onei  that  of  rendering  their  miferable  fitu-^ 
tion  a  ftate  of  comfort,  yet  fo  forcibly  do 
thofe  paflions  operate  on  their  minds,  they 
are  continually  poifoning  each  other,  thro* 
difappointmcnt,  or  jealoufy :  what  is  re* 
markable,  they  can  adminifter  the  poifon 
that  itihall  afFeft  the  life  for  a  longer  or  a 
ftiorter  period,  agreeable  to  their  ideas  of 
revenge  on  the  objeft-  The  owner  of  pur 
plantation  has  had  (everal  female  negroes 
poifoned,  fome  of  whom  have  lingered  out 
a  life  for  fix  or  eight  months  after,  and 
others  again,  only  a  week  or  a  fortnight. 
There  was  one  remarkably  ftout  wench, 
who  expired  on  the  eighth  day  after  being 
poifoned ;  the  decay  of  nature  was  remark- 
ably vifible  from  the  fecond  day,  and  fhe 
only  complained  of  a  violent  pain  in  her 
head,  and  a  conftant  fickncfs  at  the  fto- 
mach}  when  medical  affiftance  was  called 
m,  it  was  pronounced  impoffible  to  coun-. 
F  f  2  teraft 
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tera£i:  the  poifon,  unlefs  what  the  poifon 
confifted  of,  could  be  known  which 
though  m  frequent  ufe  amongft  the 
iiegroe9,  had  never  yet  been  difcovered. 

Aithbugh  we  have  beeti  now  near  a 
tvWlveraofith  in  this  province,  the  foldiers 
fftpc?  Kttle  better  thm*  on  their  firft  arrival ; 
for '  the  greatefV  pait  of  the  fummer  they 
have  feeeh  thirty  andf  forty  days,  at-dSifFcrcnt 
pcriodjj,  without'  any  other  provHioiv 
ddiivered  to  them  thanr  the  meal  of  Indian 
corn. -Great  quantities  of  fait  provifions 
have  arrived  at  the  barjtacks,  but  tfwing^  to 
foiilc  defeft  in  airing,  and  the  heat  of  the 
cliihatei  ^re  in  a  fhtte  of  putrefa6tion  ^ 
fame  perfon  ad^^ifcd  the  American^  Com- 
miflfery  to  bury  the  *  meat  in  the  earth  for 
a'iew  days,  and  it  would  regain  its  piirity, 
which;  when,  dug  up,  and  akbotigh  fwarm- 
ing  with  vermin,  he  infifted  wa^  exceed- 
ingly good,  only  a  little  tainted 'Vith  the 
v^eatHier,  which  the  utmxjft  care^could  not 

prevent^ 
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prevent,  and  ferved  it  out  to  the  foldiers 
as  fo  many  days  ratio  of  meat.     AH  com- 
plaints by  General  Phillips  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  Province  were  of  little  avail,  he 
receiving  for  anfwer,  that  it  was  the  ccm- 
cern  of  Congrefs,  and  what  did  not  afFe6t 
the  government  of  his  ftate.     There  are 
hopes,  however,  that  the  difpiates  of  the 
foldiers  will  be  remedied,  as  both  General 
Phillips  and  General  Reidefel,  who  were 
a  fhort  time  (ince  exchanged,  and  gone  to 
New  York,  purpofed,  in  their  way  to  that, 
city,  to  obtain  an  audience  with  General 
Wafliington,  and  lay  thofe  grievances  be- 
fore him;    if  that  was  impraflicable,  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Generals  to  lay 
the  fituation  of  the  troops  before  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  and  through  him  to  fedk  redrefs, 
by  an  application  to  General  Waftungton* 
As  to  redrefs  from  the  Americans,  little  is 
to  be  expefted,  though  their  Commander 
in  Chief  poffeffes   humanity  that  refle6ls 
the  higheft  honour  on  kim  >  he  has  not 
F  f  3  been 
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been  able,  notwithftanding  fo  much  loved 
and  efleemed,  to  difFijfe  that  benevolence 
and  god-hke  virtue,  among  thofe  who  look 
up  to  him  for  proteftion.  The  only  hop? 
we  can  any  way  rely  on  is,  that  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  will,  in  compaffion  to  the  fufFer-r 
ings  of  the  trxjops,  ufe  every  exertion  in  his 
power  to  effedt  a  general  ejjchange  this 
winter.  Should  that  take  place,  I  may 
venture  to  affirm,  that  he  will  not 
have  braver 'troops  in  his  army;  for  the 
fbldiers,  from  the  cruelty  and  ill  ufage  they 
have  continually  experienced,  fmce  they 
became  prifbners,  will  figh^  to  defpeni? 
tioiif 

Great  numbers  have  deferted,  with  a 
view  to  get  to  New- York,  rather  than  en^ 
dure  fuch  diftrefs,  they  certainly  h^d  np 
other  inducement,  as  many  of  them  comr 
municated  to  their  pfficers  their  intentions, 
previous  to  their  dcfertion,  requefting  a 
certificate,  that  on  that  day  there  wag  dap 

to 
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to  them  fa  much  pay  and  fo  many  years 
clothing,  which  we  could  refufcnomore 
than  we  could  their  defertion,  but  to  be, 
candid,  rather  than  be  witnefs  of  the  hard- 
fhips  the  men  experienced,  which  werc^ 
out  of  our  power  to  redrefs,  we  rather  con^ 
nived  at  it,  as  we  well  knew  that  producing 
certificates  from  their  officers,  if  they 
were  fo  fortunate  as  to  reach  New- York, 
would  enfure  them  a  favorable  reception 
with  the  Commander  in  Chief:  Neai*  aii 
hundred  have  reached  New-York,  and 
about  fixty  or  fcventy  have  been  taken  up, 
brought  back  and  confined  in  a  picket- 
ed prifon  near  the  barracks,  where  num- 
bers would  have  aftually  been  ftarved,  had 
not  relief  been  afforded  them  by  the  offi- 
cers, who  furnilhed  them  with  provifions 
at  their  own  expence, 

Among  the  deferters,  there  was  a  party 

of  twenty  who  appointed  a  feijeant  at  their 

Head  to  command  them,  and  previous  tq 

F  f  4  fetting 
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fctting  ofF^  Tworc   a  moft   folemn  oath, 
ftridtly  to  adhere  to  a  fct  of  rules  drawn 
up  by  the  feijeant,  in  the  nature  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  war,  but  the  penalties  inflidled  in 
cafe  of  breach  of  any  of  thefe  articles  were 
Angularly  curious — being    no  lefs  than 
death — immediate  inftantaneoos  death — 
to  be  hanged  upon  the  next  tree,    and 
others  equally  as  tremenduous,  the  only 
one  tending  to  mercy  was  cutting  off  the 
offenders  ears.     The  whole  party  except- 
ing one,    who  was  apprehended  as  out 
upon  a  fcout  for  provifions,   got  fafe  to 
New- York.     I  fhould  obferve  to  you  that 
this  diffcrtion  is  among  the  Britifh  troops, 
the  Germans  not  feeling  that  amor  patria^ 
befides  they  are  fiiUy  content,  being  upon 
the  fame  pay  as  the  Britifli  troops,  which 
is  near  foui  times  as  much  as  they  receive 
in  their  own  country,  and  for  what  reafon 
it  is  impoffible  to  fay,   but  the  Americans 
ftiew  more  indulgence  to  the  Germans, 
permitting  them  to  go  itound  the  coutitry 

to 
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to  labor, ,  and  being  for  the  moft  part 
expert  handicrafts,  they  realize  a  great 
deal  of  money,  exclufive  of  their  pay, 
and  as  the  generality  of  the  German 
troops  are  only  foldiers  raifed  for  the  war, 
upon  their  return  to  their  own  country, 
will  become  perfons  of  property,  except- 
ing the  regiments  of  the  Prince  of  Hefl^ 
Hanau's  body  guards,  and  General  Reide- 
fel's  difmounted  dragoons,  which  ^re  two 
well-difciplined  regiments,  the  reft  of 
German  troops  were  fuch  as  littlfe  fervicc 
could  be  expefted  from,  and  when  we  re- 
fleft  on  the  manner  they  were  raifed,  who 
could  be  furprized  that  they  did  not  a£l 
with  more  alacrity  during  the  campaign ; 
for  the  mode  of  obtaining  thcfe  fubfidics, 
was  as  follows:  When  application  was 
made  by  our  court  to  Germany  for  troops^ 
the  Prince  caufed  every  place  of  worship 
to  be  furrounded  during  fervicc,  and  todk 
every  man  who  had  been  a  foldier,  and  t» 
embody  thefc  and  form  them  into  regU 

ments. 
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ments,  he  appointed  old  officers,  who  had 
been  many  years  upon  half  pay,  to  com- 
mand them,  or  on  refufal  of  fcrving,  to 
forfeit  their  half  pay,  thus  were  thcfe  re- 
giments raifed,  officered  with  old  veterans, 
who  had  fervad  with  credit  and  reputation 
in  their  youthful  days,  and  who  had  re- 
tired, as  they  imagined,  td  enjoy  fome 
comforts  in  the  decline  of  life.  Only  pic- 
ture to  jfmr  imagination,  enfigns  of  forty 
and  fifty,  commanding  of  troops  not 
much  younger,,  and  judge  how  proper 
they  are  for  an  aflive  and  vigorous  cam- 
paign, in  the  thick  woods  of  America, 

It  being  the  univerfal  opinion  through- 
out the  army,  that  we  fhall  remain  prifon- 
crs.the  remainder  of  the  war,  the  Britifli 
officers  have  contribyted  to  render  their 
fituation  as  comfortable  as  th^  nature  of 
the  country  will  poffibly  allow,  and  to 
prcMnote  aflbciation,  they  have  ere6led 
4  coffee-houfe,  a  (heatrp,  and  a  cold  bath^ 

to 
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■.to  tenfe  up  the  relaxed  ftatc  of  the  body, 
[file  intenfe  heat  of  the  climate  occa* 
tlions. 

Having  repeatedly  mentioned  to  you 
the  barracks^  and  then:  fituation^  and  as 
any  defcription  would  feir  exceedingly 
fhort,  I  have  fent  you  an  accurate  view 
of  them.  To  form  a  juft  conception 
of  the  diftreffes  and  fituation  of  the 
army  on  its  jfirft  arrival,  you  are  not  to 
confider  the  place  as  the  drawing  repre- 
fcnts  it,  but  as  a  thick  wood,  and  not  a 
Single  tree  cut  down. 

It  is  With  the  utmoft  concern  I  inform 

you  of  the  death  of  your  old  friend  W , 

of  our  regiment,  the  relation  of  Sir  Wat- 
kin  Williams  Wynne,  Bart,  who  I  am 
perfuaded,  fell  a  martyr  to  the  dire  effects 
of  that  pernicious  liquor,  peach  brandy, 
the  circumftance  attending  his  death  being 
remarkable,  I  fhall  relate  them.     He  had 

been 
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been  on  a  vifit  a  few  days  to  fome  officers, 
and  having  made  a  little  too  free,  during 
that  time  he  became  in  a  ftate  of  infanity, 
the  firft  inftance  he  fhewed  of  it  was  get- 
ting up  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  and 
walking  feveral  hours  in  the  fnow  bare- 
footed, till  his  feet  were  froft-bitten,  he 
had  been  abfent  near  four  hours  before  he 
was  miffed,  and  upon  his  companions 
going  in  fearch  o£  him,  he  was  found  pa- 
rading before  the  door,  they  condu6}:ed 
him  into  the  houfe, '  and  applying  the 
ufual  remedy,  all  danger  of  a  mortification 
was  removed  from  being  froft  bit.  The 
next  morning  he  was  frequently  afldng  for 
a  knife  to  cut  a  ftick,  which  his  compani- 
ons always  contrived  to  evade  giving  him, 
and  on  their  quitting  Cliarlottefville, 
at  which  place  they  bed  flcpt,  th^y 
intended  to  condu6l  him  to  the  barracks 
for  advice,  but  on  his  exnrefilng  a  defirc 
to  return  to  his  own  quarters,  they  in- 
dulged him  in  his  rc(]ucft.     It  is  faid  that 

perfons 
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perfons  laboring  \kider  that  moft  calami- 
tous -aifli<5lion,  are  poffeflbd  of  extreme 
cunning,  to  deceive  thofe  they  iiifpeft  of 
watching  their  anions.  He, .  pcbr.  fellow,- 
fully  demonftrated  it,  for  keeping  up  a 
very  rational  converfation  as  they  rodo 
along,  not  difcovering  the  Icaft  fymptoms 
of  ar^y  one  infane,  till  -  they  arrived  at  an 
exceeding  fteep  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which 
was  a  rivulet,  where  they  ftopt  to  water 
their  horfes,  feizing  this  opportunity,  he 
left  them  and  rede  his  horfe  as  faft  as  he 
could  make  him  go  up  the  hill,  his  twQ 
companions  purfued,  but  he  being  better 
mounted,  was  foon  out  of  fight,  they  fol- 
lowed the  track  of  his  horfe  in  the  fnow, 
till  it  turned  into  the  woods,  and  conclu- 
ded any  further  purfuit  would  be  vain  by 
themfelves,  they  haftened  to  their  quart- 
ers, which  was  not  a  mile  diftant,  for 
afliftance.  By  this  time  night  had  ccme 
on,  neverthelefs,  a  party  of  ten  or  ado-- 
zen  with  lanthorns,   went  various  roads,> 

and 
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and  into  the  woods,  which  they  traverfed 
beft  part  of  the  night,  but  could  not 
obferve  the  leaft  trace  of  him;  the  next 
morning  they  renewed  the  fearch,  and 
about  five  miles  off,  in  a  bye  place, 
found  his  horfe  fattened  by  the  bridle  to  a 
fence,  clofe  by  a  rivulet,  to  which  they 
could  trace  the  feet  of  a  man  upon  the 
fnow,  they  followed  the  track  till  they 
came  upon  the  ice,  which  led  them  to  the 
bend  of  the  current  under  a  hanging  rock, 
where  the  river  had  not  been  frozen  over, 
and  which,  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current 
at  that  place,  feldom  did,  and  there  it  is 
imagined  he  fell  in,  before  he  came  to  this 
the  ice  twice  gave  way,  but  being  (hallow, 
he  had  fcrambled  out.  His  companions 
could  not  long  remain  in  fufpence,  for 
fending  his  fervant  back  for  one  of  his 
fhoes,  on  his  return  they  found  it  exaftly 
fitted  the  track  in  the  fnow,  and  from  his 
horfe  being  fo  near,  it  left  little  room  for 
doubt.    However,  fome  fliort  time  after, 

all 
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all  doubts  were  removed,  as  the  body 
was  found — poor  man — I  did  the  laft  fad 
office  with  a  heavy  heart — but  his  memory 
will  be  fincerely  lamented,  by  thofe  that 
knew  him, 

Yours,  &c. 


^fiT- 
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LETTER      LXX. 


Barratks,  Gharlotte/ville,  in  Virginia^ 
April  18,  1780. 


MY    DEAR    FRIEND^ 

T  ITTLE  has  tranfpired  of  intelligence 
-*"^  worth  relating,  unlefs  a  repetition  of 
grievances  and  hardfhips,  during  a  long 
and  fevere  Winter,  and  all  hopes  or  ex- 
pe£tation  of  any  exchange  taking  place ; 
there  has  been  a  meeting  of  Commiflion- 
^rs  from  both  armies  for  that  purpofe, 
but  they  could  not  agree  to  the  different 
proportions  of  exchang(?,  as  to  the  num- 
l>er  of  foldiers  in  lieu  of  an  officer.  As  to 
xny  fentiments  upon  this  head^  or  any  the 

leaft 
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kaft  tending  to  politics  I  am  debarred 
from,  as  this  letter  muft  undergo  the  ex-* 
amination  of  the  American  Commanding 
Officer  J  therfefore,  being  confined,  I  fhall 
give  yoij  my  obfervations  and  reiliarks  on 
the  cuftoms  of  the  country,  and  what- 
ever may  concern  our  army,  as  they  oc- 
cur to  memory,  which,  though  you  al- 
low to  be  tolerable,  is  not  fo  great  as 
Caefar*s,  who  forgot  nothing  but  injuries* 

Since  I  have  been  in  Virginia  I  never 
could  affign  the  reafon  why  the  oxen  and 
fheep  fhould  be  fo  fmall,  having  fuch 
abundance  of  grafs  during  the  fummer, 
in  the  unlimited  range  of  woods ;  but 
the  winter  has  fully  demonftrated  the 
caufe,  which  arifes  from  the  planters 
paying  fuch  little  attention  to  their  cattle 
during  the  inclement  feafon,  by  which 
means  they  ftarve  the  young  ones,  or  at 
leaft  ftint  their  growth,  fo  that  they 
but  very  feldom  grow  fo  large  as  if  they 
G  g  were 
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were  better  managed,  being  con tfcnt'tf 
they  can  but  favc  their  lives  -,  and  thdugh 
they  fufFer  them  to  be  fo  poor  in  the 
winter,  yet  they  prcfently  grow  fat  again 
in  the  fpring,  which  t^ey  efteem  fuffi- 
cient  for  their  purpofe.  This  is  the  rea- 
fon  their  beef  and  mutton  is  neither  fo 
large  nor  fo  fat  as  in  England ;  their 
flefh,  however,  is  efteemed  delicate,  and 
has  certainly  a  fine  flavor. 

Among  the  curious  plants  growing  in 
America,  none  contribute  more  to  the 
beauty  of  the  fpring, than  the  dogwood, 
which  grows  in  great  abundance,  and, 
when  adorned  with  its  numerous  white 
flowers,  appears  delightful.  The  wood  is 
very  hard,  and  breaks  into  fmall  fibres ; 
for  want  of  fuch  neceflary  implements 
as  tooth-brufhes,  we  fubftitute  this  wood. 
The  inhabitants  have  a  cuftom  of  tying 
a  branch  of  this  tree  round  the  catties* 

neck. 
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when  they  fall  down  exhaufted  by  heat  in 
the  fummer,  imagining  that  its  virtue 
contributes  to  their  recovery. 

There  is  another  tree  rather  peculiar 
to  America  called  the  tulip  tree,  and  it 
creates  aftonifhment,  in  the  fpring  to  be- 
hold trees  of  fuch  a  magnitude,  for  they 
are  very  large  and  lofty,  bearing  a  flower 
for  a  fortnight  together  in  fhape,  fizc 
and  colour  refembling  tulips.  The  leaves 
grow  in  a  very  peculiar  fhape  ;  from* 
whence  the  tree  has,  in  fome  places,  the ' 
appellation  of  the  old  woman's  fmock, 
imagining  a  refemblance  bfelow  the  leaves. 

The  log  huts  in  which  thei  foldiers  re- 
fide,  although  erefted  fuch  a  fhort  time, 
are  become  extremely  dangerous,  the  tim- 
bers being  nearly  deflroyed  by  an  infeft 
that  is  in  the  bark  of  the  tree,  which, 
for  want  of  the  nourilhment  it  receives 
G  g  2  from 
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from  the  turpentine  whilft  the  tree 
growing,  preys  upon  the  foUd  part  of  1 
timber;  and  thefe  infefts,  from  the  ( 
llruftion  as  well  as  the  noife  they  mal 
have  the  appellation  of  fawyers,  and 
certainly  a  very  proper  ones  for  I  hz 
fecn  timber,  nearly  the  circumference 
one's  waift,  which  had  not  been  cut  dov 
above  fix  months,  that  upon  ftripping  ( 
the  bark  J  there  was  nothing  but  the  a 
pearance  of  faw-duft,  with  a  vaft  numb 
of  thefe  infe6ls,  refembling  a  lar; 
grub-worm. 

The  foldiers  have  been  fo  indifferent 
fupplied  with  provifionsj  the  barrad 
fwarm  with  rats  of  an  enormous  fiz 
and  notwithftanding  each  hut  has  a  c; 
or  two,  they  arc  very  troublefome,  ar 
with  every  precaution,  they  are  contim 
ally  deftroying  the  men's  cloaths  and  be( 
ding  during  the  nighty  it  is  no  vei 
uncommon  thing  to  fee  them  running  f 
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or  fevcn,  one  after  the  other,  in  the  intcr- 
ftkes  of  the  logs  with  which  the  huts  are 
conftrudlcd. 

You  may  rccolle£t,  on  our  firft  arri- 
val in  this  province,  I  mentioned  that  a 
number  of  duels  were  fought,  and  what 
partly  ^ccafioned  them.  They  have  of, 
iate  been  frequent  amongft  the  German 
officers,  but  from  different  njotives — dif- 
putes  at  gambling.  Their  manner  of 
fighting  is  rather  fmgular.  Each  party 
goes  to  the  field  with  a  fecond,  and  after 
Gripping  to  the  fhirt,  advancing,  fhake 
each  other  by  the  hand,  draw  their 
fwords,  and  cut  and  flalh  each  other 
till  one  party  relinquillies  the  contell ; 
and,  unlefs  the  inveteracy  is  very  obfli- 
nate,  the  confii6l  is  over  upon  the  leafl 
appearance  of  blood  on  either  fide; 
this  is  deemed  a  fufRcient  proof  of  their 
courage  and  j  unification  of  their  honor. 
JVlofl  of  the  duels  among  them  have  ended 
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in  this  manner  except  one,  where  the  com- 
batants mutilated  one  another  in  a  moft 
fhocking  manner,  as  nearly  to  endanger 
each  other's  life. 

It  is  no  little  pleafure  to  me  that  I 
apa  unreftrained  from  communicating  and 
opening  myfelf  freely  to  you,  fince  I  be- 
gan this  letter,  as  an  opportunity  has  oc- 
curred of  fending  it  without  infpecr 
tion  by  an  officer  who  has  received  an  ac- 
count of  his  being  exchanged.  By  the 
mode  that  I  intended  to  fend  this,  which 
was  by  a  flag  of  truce  returning  to  New 
York,  I  wrote  feveral  others  -,  fome  were 
franked  by  CoL  Bland  and  others  by  Col. 
Sherwood,  the  American  Officers  com- 
manding the  troops  at  the  barracks.  The 
former  behaved  with  true  politenefs  and 
liberality  of  fentiment  -,  he  only  required 
an  officer  to  pledge  his  word  and  honor, 
as  a  gentleman,  there  was  nothing  poli- 
tical contained  in  the  letter,  on  affirming 

which. 
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which,  the  Colonel  defired  the  letter  to  be 
fcaledj  and  on  it  wrpte,  Examined,  ajid 
iigned  his  nanxe.  The  latter,  with  an  in- 
quifitivenefs,  accompanied  with  rudenefs 
and  impertinence,  not  only  read  every 
Jetter,  fentence  after  fentence,  but  made 
auimadverfions  on  themj  the  Colond, 
liiie  moft  perfons  poffefled  of  an  imperii-, 
nent  curiofity,  met  with  a  fevere  rebuk^ 
from  Lieutenant  Chai'lton  of.  the  20th 
regiment,  bu^  I^  am  afraid  he  was  too 
ignorant  to  tak^  the  fenfe  of  it,  Afr 
ter^he  had  read  his  letter,  and  feeing  the 
n^me  of  Charlton  figned  to  it,  the  Colo- 
nel exclaimed,  "  Charlton,  Charlton  !  I 
"  recolle6led  a  captain  of  a  fliip  of  that 
'Vname,  who  had  a  relation  that  was 
"  a  nam.e-fake  of  mine." — "  Vej^y  proba-i 
"  bly.  Sir,"  replied  Charlton,  "  and  there 
**  may  be  one,  of  that  name  in  my  fa^ 
"  mily;  but  TU  venture  to  fey,  if  there 
"  is,  he  pofleffes  more  liberal  ideas  and 
**  principles  than  the  AmQncanSherwoodsf^ 
Gg4  Some, 
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Some  ftiort  time  fined  became  acquainU 
cd  with  a  Colonel  Walker,  who  has  lately 
been  ele6led  a  Delegate  to  rcprefent  thig 
State  in  Congrefs.  The  ufual  hofpitality 
of  the  country  prefides  at  his  houfe  j  but 
what  renders  it  unpleafant,  the  family  will 
chiefly  converfe  on  polities,  but  always 
with  moderation,  I  was  much  pleafcd 
with  a  very  noble  and  animated  fpeech  of 
the  Colonel's  father,  a  man  poflefling  all 
his  faculties  with  ftrong  underftanding, 
though  confiderably  above  eighty  years  of 
age.  One  day,  in  chat,  while  each  was 
delivering  his  fentimehts  of  what  would 
be  the  ftate  of  America  a  century  hence, 
the  old  man,  with  great  fire  and  fpirit, 
declared  his  opinion,  that  "  the  Amcri-r 
-  *  cans  would  then  reverence  the  refolution 
"  of  their  forefathers,  and  would  eagerly 
"  imprefs  an  adequate  idea  of  the  facred 
^^  value  of  freedom  in  the  minds  of  their 
^*  children,  that  it  may  defcend  to  the 
f ^  latell  poftcrity ;  that  if  in  any  fiiture 

y  age5 
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'^  ages  they  ftiould  be  again  called  forth 
•^*  to  revenge  public  injuries,  to  fecure  that 
^*  freedom,  they  ftiould  adopt  the  fame 
**  meafures  that  fecured  it  to  them  by  their 
•^  brave  anceftors/' 

To  you,  fo  converfant  with  the  world, 
I  need  not  fay,  that  there  are  a  clafs 
of  people  continually  at  variance  with 
themfelves  and  all  the  world,  and  whom 
nothing  can  pleafe.  When  one  of  fuch 
a  defcription  gets  into  the  army,  you  can- 
not conceive  how  very  unpleafant  it  is  to 
have  any  concerns  with  him,  efpecially  if 
he  is  regardlefs  of  life.  Scnfible  that 
an  officer  muft  aqcept  a  challenge,  he  does 
not  hefitate  tp  deal  them  in  abundance, 
and  fliortly  acquires:  the  name  of  a 
fighting  man  J  but  as  every  one  is  not 
willing  to  throw  away  his  life,  when  call- 
ed upon  by  one  who  is  indifferent  of  his 
own,  many  become  condefcending,  which 
this  man  immediately  conftrues  into  fear, 

and 
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and- prefuming  upon  this,  a6ls  as  if  he 
imagined  no  one  dare  contradi6t  him, 
but  all  mufl:  yield  obedience; jto  his  will.. 

One  of  this  unhappy  difpofition  has 
lately  broke  forth  from  the  reclufe  manner 
in  which  he  lived,  having  only,  one  affo- 
ciate,  ^of  a  fimilar  difpofition,  and  wiftied 
to  ingratiate  himfelf ,  with  the  ofEcer3  at 
large..  .  There  was  no  keeping  him  at  a 
diftfince  by  formal  civilities,  as  he  woul4 
intrude  at  all  times  and  feafons.  Being  a 
little  known  to  an  officer  who  refides  with 
.us,  he  came  one  day  to  dinner  s  and  with 
the  idea  that  he  would  lay  under  no  obli- 
gation for  it,  invited  the  whole  mefs  to 
dine  with  him.  On  the  day  appoint- 
ed, there  came  on  a  moft  violent  fnqw 
jflorm,  and  in  the  morning  we  difpatched 
a  iervant  with  an  apology.  He  fent  word 
back,  "  that,  by  God,  he  had  provided 
"  dinner,  and  he  expeded  us  5"  and  we 

'  had 
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had  no  alternative,  but  either  to  encoun- 
ter a  ride  of  near  four  miles  in  s.  heavy 
fnow  ftorm,  or,  in  all  probability,  a  mad- 
man the  next  morning.  The  day  was, 
without  exception,  the  moft  unpleafant  I 
ever  pafled  in  my  life  5  for  after  we  ar- 
rived at  his  quarters,  on  his  having  occa- 
lion  to  quit  the  room,  Jiis  companion 
fheWcd  us  a  brace  of  piftols  that  lay  un- 
der his  pillow,  which  he  conftantly  flept 
with,  and  which  he  had  frefli  loaded  and 
primed  that  morning,  that  if  any  difpute 
arofe3  it  might  inftantly  be  decided  with- 
out leaving  the  room. 

Such  condu6l  cannot  be  confidered  in 
any  other  light  than  infanity,  for  a  pre- 
tended indifference  for  life  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  true  courage  5  if  thefe  vaunters 
meet  with  one  equally  as  indifferent,  and 
receive  a  check,  they  cannot  brook  it. 
Such  was  the  fate  of  this  unhappy  man, 
and  fo  overwhelmed  was  he  with  Ihame, 

that 
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that  he  put  a  period  to  his  exiftence,  in 
the  following  fmguiar  manner. 

One  Winter's  evening,  when  fitting  round 
the  fire  in  the  coffee-room,  having  fomc 
occafion  or  other  to  leave  it,  he  laid  his 
cane  in  one  chair  and  his  gloves  in  another, 
and  on  quitting  the  room,  faid,  "  let  me 
fee  who  dare  meddle  with  them  before  I 
return/'  In  the  interim  an  officer  came  in, 
who  being  very  cold,  took  one  of  the 
chairs  and  drew  near  the  fire;  the  com.- 
pany  told  hin)  that  they  were  Mr.  ^^^^^s 
chairs,  and  what  he  had  faid,  when  he  re- 
plied  "  Damn  him,  one!  chair  is  enough 
for  his  cane  and  gloves,  and  him  too,  I 
think."— r-  Shortly  after  his  return,  he 
enquired  with  eagernefs,  who  had  pre- 
fumed  to  meddle  with  his  cane  and 
gloves,  when  the  officer  told  him  he  had, 
and  that  he  thought  in  fuch  fevere  weather 
every  man  ought  to  be  content  with  one 
chair,  upon  which  he  began  to  break  out 

in 
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in  a  moft  violent  paflion, "  that  hi§  dignity 
"  and  himfelf  were  infultcd  in  the  groffeft 
"  manner  :*'   when  the  officer  ftopt  him 

fhort,  by  faying,  "  Mr. ,  I  have  often 

"  heard  of  you  as  a  fighting  man,  but 
"  never  was  in  your  company  before,  now 
"  Sir,  I  have  only  to  tell  you  as  to  fight- 
"  ing,  I  care  as  little  about  it  as  you  do, 
'*  and,  by  God,  Sir,  if  yoii  fay  another 
"  word  on  the  fubjeft.  111  throw  you  be- 
"  hind  the  fire."  From  the  moft  violent 
paflion  he  became  inftantly  calm,. fat  down 
in  his  chair  and  never  fpoke  another  word, 
but  in  about  tqn  minutes  left  the  room. 
That  he  fhould  meet  with  fuch  a  rebuflf, 
accompanied  with  a  threat,  operated  fo 
powerfully  on  his  mind,  that  the  next 
morning  he  fhot  himfelf ;  and  his  man- 
ner of  performing  that  deed  was  fingular, 
as  he  was  found  in  a  fhallow  ftream, 
where  the  water  did  not  cover  the  body, 
with  a  piftol  in  one  liand  and  another  on 
the  bank  loaded. 

Numbers 
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Numbers  of  officers  have  lately  been 
been  exchanged ;  from  whence  the  parti- 
ality proceeds  I  cannot  furmife,  but  am 
inclined  to  think  it  muft  arife  from  the  in*^ 
tereft  of  their  friends,  at  head  quarters  at 
New  York.  Notwithftanding  I  am  defti- 
tute  of  any  one  to  make  an  application 
for  my  exchange,  I  am  not  without  hopes 
it  will  fhortly  happen ;  for  not  long  fince 
an  American  officer,  Capt.  Van  Swearing- 
ham,  of  whom  I  made  mention  as  being 
taken  prifoner  during  the  campaign,  vi- 
fited  the  Barracks.  I  immediately  fought 
him  out^  in  hopes  that,  in  return  for  the 
civility  (hewn  him,  his  gratitude  would 
prompt  him  to  render  me  a  fervice.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  waiting  on  him,  he  expref- 
fed  great  pleafure  at  feeing  me,  but  infi- 
nite regret  at  my  being  ftill  a  prifoner, 
as  he  fully  concluded  that  both  Lieut. 
Dunbar,  as  well  as  myfelf,  had  long  fince 
been  exchanged  ;  and  I  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  find  that,  ignorant  of  our  names, 

hi 
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he  had  defcribed  our  perfons  to  an  officer 
of  our  army  who  was  going  to  New  York, 
and  wifhing  to  feize  the  favourable  op- 
portunity of  ferving  his  friends,  faid  they 
anfwercd  thk  defcriptiori,  and  giving  the 
Captain  their  names,  they  were  exchanged 
in  lieu  of  us.  However,  as  he  was  going 
xiireftly  to  head  quarters,  it  fhould  be  his 
firft  bufmefs  with  Gen.  Wafhington  to  ef- 
fe6t  our  exchange.  On  taking  my  leave  of 
him,  your  favorite  adage  of  Nil  defperan- 
dum  inftantly  occurred  to  my  mind ;  and  I 
am  not  without  hopes,  in  a  fhort  tiq^c^ 
of  once  more  vifiting  my  native  fhore. 


Yours,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER       LXXI. 


Wiacbeftert  in  Firginiat  i^o*o.  20^  iTtoir 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

AT  receiving  a  letter,  dated  fronj 
-^  ^  this  place,  you  will  perhaps  con- 
ceive it  is  to  acquaint  you,  that  ftiortly 
after  you'll  fee  the  perfon  who  wrote  it 
lam  not,  however,  as  yet,  fo  fortunate} 
and  not  without  juft  caufe  of  appre- 
henlion,  that  the  buftle  and  hurry  of  the 
campaign  has  obliterated  from  the  me- 
mory  of  Capt.  Van  Swearingham,  that 
fuch  perfons  as  Dunbar  and  myfelf  exift. 
And  when  I  inform  you  this  town  is  not 

in 
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m  the  extent  of  our  parole,  your  curio- 
fity  no  doubt  will  be  excited,  as  to  the 
caufe  of  my  being  at  it ;  and  your  fur- 
prize  will  be  no  lefs,  on  being  informed 
that  the  whole  army  are  on  their  march, 
Congrefs  being  apprehenfive,  from  Lord 
Cohiwallis's  over-running  the  Carolinas, 
that  it  is  his  Lordfhip's  intention,  by 
forced  marches,  to  retake  our  army. 

About  fix  weeks  ago  we  began  our  march 
from  Charlottefville  Barracks,  the  army 
moving  in  the  lame  manner  as  we  left 
New  England ;  but  as  to  the  place  of  our 
deftination,  that  is  yet  unknown  :  we  un- 
derftand  it  is  to  fome  of  the  northern 
provinces.  At  prefent  we  remain  here^ 
till  a  matter  in  difpute  is  adjufted  by  Con- 
grefs between  this  province  and  Maryland, 
as  the  latter  abfolutely  refufed  the^  army's 
entering  that  ftate,  apprehpnfive  we^were 
to  remain  there;  in  confequence  of  which 
fuch  a  body  of  men  would  greatly  diftrefs 
^VoL.  II.  H  h  the 


466  INTERIOR     TRAVELS 

the  inhabitants  in  fo  fmall  a  province; 
and  they  afhially,  in  arms,  oppofled  oar 
crofling  the  Potowmack. 

You  may  naturally  conclude  the  mur-i 
murs  of  the  officers  were  great,  having 
been  given  to  underftand  that  they  were 
to  remain  at  the  Barracks  till  exchanged; 
and  many  had  laid  out  confiderable  fums 
to  render  their  log  huts  comfortable  a- 
gainft  the  approaching  winter,  as  they 
had  fufFered  feverely  from  the  cold  during 
the  lail,  being  unable  to  keep  a  fufficient 
fire  without  imminent  danger,  as  the 
chihmeys  were  built,  as  is  the  cuftom  of 
the  country,  with  wood;  and  therefore^ 
to  remove  all  fears  of  any  accident,  moft 
of  the  officers  had  ftone  ones  erefted. 
You  will  fcarcely  credit  it,  when  I  teB 
you  my  miferable  log  hut,  that  was  not 
more  than  fhcteen  feet  fquare,  coft  be- 
tween thirty  and'  forty  guineas  in  ere6l- 
ing.     Some  officers,  who  had  leconciled 
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thcit  Aiinds,  with  ail  idea  that  they  fhould/ 
riot  be  exchanged  till  the  termination  of 
the  war,  had  laid  out  great  fums  in  mak- 
ing themfelves  Comfortable  habitations^; 
for  the  Barracks  became  a  little  town,  arid 
there  being  more  fociety,  moft  of  the  of* 
ficer s  had  reforted  there*  The  great  ob- 
jeftion  to  refiding  at  them^  ori  our  firft 
aVrival,  was  on  account  of  the  confine* 
litusrtion,  being  not  only  furrounded,  but 
even  in  the  woods  themfelves*  I  am  apt 
tb  think  that  GoL  Harvey,  the  proprietor 
of  the  eftate,  will  reap  great  advantage,  if 
the  province  fhould  not  i  as  the  aririy  en- 
tirely cleared  a  fpace  of  fix  miles  in  cir- 
cumference round  the  Barracks. 

After  we  quitted'  the  Barracks,  the  in- 
habitants were  near  a  week  in.deftroying 
the  cats  that  were  left  behind,  which,  im- 
jjelled  by  hunger,  had  gone  into  the  woods, 
arid  being  fo  numerous,  they  were  appre- 
hertfivc,  by  th6ir  ericreafe,  they  woijld  in' 
H  h  z  a  (hort 
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a  fhort  time  be  unable  to  extirpate  >  ex-* 
clufive  of  which,  there  was  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  they  would  become  extremely  wild 
and  ferocious,  and  would  be  a  great  an- 
noyance to  their  poxiltry. 

We  croffed  the  Pignet  Ridge,  or  more 
properly  the  Blue  Mountains,  at  Wood's 
Gap,  and  though  they  are  confiderably 
loftier  than  thofe  we  croffed  in  Connedti- 
cut,  termed  the  Green  Mountains,  we  did 
not  meet  with  fo  many  difficulties ;"  iji 
fhort,  you  fcarcely  perceive,  till  you  arc 
upon  the  fummit,  that  you  are  gaining 
an  eminence,  much  Icfs  one  that  is  of 
fuch  a  prodigious  height,  owing  to  the 
judicious  manner  that  the  inhabitants  have 
made  the  road,  which,  by  its  winding, 
renders  the  afcent  extremely  eafy. 

After  travelling  near  a  mile  through  a 
thick  wood,  before  you  gain  the  fummit 
of  thefe  mountains,  when  you  reach  the 

top 
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top  you  are  fuddcnly  furprized  with  an 
unbounded  profpe£l^  ^:hat  ftrikes  you  with 
awe  and  amazement.  At  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  runs  a  beautiful  river;  be- 
yond it  a  very  extenfive  plain,  interfperfed 
with  a  variety  of  objefts,  to  render  the  ^ 
fcene  flill  more  delightful;  and  about  fifty 
miles  diftant  are  the  lofty  Allegany  moun- 
tains, whofe  tops  are  buried  in  the  clouds. 

.  Winchefter  is  an  irregular  built  town, 
containing  between  three  and  four  hun- 
dred houfes-  It  was  laft  war,  as  it  is  at 
prefent,  the  rendezvous  of  the  Virginian 
troops,  in  excurfions  againft  the  Indians. 
By  an  inhabitant  who  refided  in  this  town 
during  the  laft  war,  I  was  informed,  that 
before  we  reached  Fort  du  Quefne,  the 
country  round  about  it  was  greatly  ra- 
vaged by  the  Indians,  who  committed  hor- 
rid barbarities,  and  the  town  itfelf  was 
in  great  danger,  and  would  certainly  have 
been  levelled  with  the  ground,  and  its  in- 
H  h  3  habitants 
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h?kbitants  maflaered,  had  not  Col.  Wafh^r 
ington  {the  prefect  famous  General) 
frefted  a  fort  ypon  an  eminence  at  ths 
north  end  of  the  tpwn,  that  fully  proteGt^r 
cd  it ;  notwithftanding  the  Indians  were 
fo  bold  as  to  venture  in  fight  of  the  town^ 
tut  nev^r  within  reach  of  the  fort. 

The  remains  of  this  fort  cire  ftill  to  he 
traced.  It  appears  to  hav^Jfeen  a  regular 
fquare  fortification,  with  baftions  at  each 
angle,  and  ih§  length  of  the  curtain  be» 
tween  eighty  ^nd  ninety  feet.  The  bar* 
racks  are  ftill  remaining,  which  will  con-^ 
tain,  with  eafe  and  comfojt,  near  five 
hundred  meij,  hut  upon  an  emergency 
would  contain  twice  as  many,  as  is  thQ 
cafe  at  prefent,  there  being  near  that  num» 
her  of  our  folcHer§  now  quartered  in  them, 
Thefe  barracks  are  conftrufted  of  logs,  in 
the  nature  of  thofe  at  Charlottefville,  but 
upon  a  far  more  extenfive  fcale,  Sinc^ 
the  commgnpement  of  the  war,  the  AmcT 

ricans 
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licans^  have  pkkettcd  them  in,  juid  con- 
verted them  into  a  place  of  fecurity  for 
prifoners  of  war.  There  appears  to  have 
been  fome  attempts  to  make  a  dry  ditch 
round  the  fort ;  but  from  the  rock  being 
impenetrable,  it  could  not  be  accom- 
plished. 

The  water  at  Winchefter  is  very  unplea- 
iant  to  the  t^e,  which  I  am  induced  to 
believe  arifes  from  the  limy  nature  of  the 
ibil.  It  afFe6ls  ftrangers  with  exceflive 
gripings,  which  we  feverely  felt ;  and  it 
was  laughable  enough  to  obferve  our 
morning  falutations,  accofting  each  other 
with  faces  diftorttd  with  pain,  and  execrat- 
ing the  water  and  the  country  in  general. 
The  inhabitants  fay  that  it  is  a  Specific 
jjigainft  many  difeafes. 

It  was  no  little  mortification  to  be  in- 
formed, that  within  a  day's  ride  of  each 
from  Winchefter,  were  a  number  of  na- 
'  H  h  4  tural 
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tiiral  curiofities,  and  that  we  were  debar- 
red from  vifiting  them.  Therefore  I  irraft 
defcribe  them  after  the  manner  they  were 
related  to  me  by  one  of  the  inhabitants. 

About  thirty  miles  from  Augufta  Court 
Houfe,  there  is  a  rock,  which  the  inhabi* 
tants  fay  was  that  which  Mofes.ftruck 
with  his  rod,  for  out  of  the  fide  of  it 
burfts  a  torrent  of  water  s  and  what  adds 
to  its  beauty,  the  water,  after  runiiSng 
fome  diftance  through  a  meadow,  rufhes 
down  a  perpendicular  precipice  near  two 
hundred  feet  deep, 

Twenty  miles  from  this  place  there  is  a 
moft  curious  cave,  running  near  a  mil? 
under  a  rock,  in  which  are  -  phaeriomena 
that  I  muft  leave  philofophers  to  account 
for.  Thefe  are  two  fprings,  the  one  be- 
ing equal  in  heat  to  the  warmeft  bath,  and 
the  other  equal  to  the  coldeft ;  they  are 
about  a  foot  afunder,  and  feparated  by  the 

natural 
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natural  rock.  As  both  fprings  poffefs 
m^y  medicinal  virtues,  fo  each  of  them 
is  made  into  convenient  baths. 

Near  thefe  fprings  is  a  river,  which  in 
Ibme  meafure  refembles  the  river  Mole; 
the  only  difference  being,  that  the  Mde, 
although  it  lofes  itfelf  under  ground,  at 
fome  miles  diftant  make?  its  appearance 
3^%\ni  whereas  this  river  finks  under  4 
fountain  and  never  more  rifes,  and  there- 
fore is  very  juftly  called  Loft  River. 

Two  natural  curiofities,  within  a  morn- 
ing's ride  of  Winchefter,  we  cUd  obtain 
permiflion  to  vifit.  The  one  was  a  cave 
or  well,  formed  by  nature ;  at  certain  pe- 
riods a  perfon  may  defcend  near  two  hun- 
dred yards,  and  at  others  it  overflows  in 
great  abundance  5  by  the  inhabitants  it  is 
called  the  tide  well,  in  allufion  to  its  ebb- 
ing and  flowing.  What  confiderably  adds 
to  this  wonderful  produ6lion  of  nature  is, 

that 
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that  for  many  miks  around  there  is  nei- 
ther mountains,  nor  any  running  water^ 
and  it  is  fituated  in  a  level  country.  The 
other,  although  cx)nfidered  a  curiofity  in 
this  country^  cannot  be  deemed  fo  by  thofe 
who  have  vifited  the  Peak  in  Derbyftiire  j 
it  being  fix  or  feven  caves  in  a  rock,  that 
communicate  with  each  other. 

The  Americans,  for  a  length  of  time, 
flattered  themfelves  that  France  would  fend 
fuccours  and  aflift  them,  which  report  we. 
confidered  merely  raifed  to  revive  the  fpi-^ 
lit  of  the  people,  and  to  roufe  them  from 
their  lethargy;  for  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Mpfent  year,  their  affairs  were  in 
fuch  a  ft$te,  that  the  majority  were  to- 
tally  indifferent  on  which  fide  the  conteflt 
would  tenninate,  fenfible  that  their  fitua- 
tion  could  not  be  more  diflrefTmg.  But  to 
thofe  flrongly  attached  to  the  caufe  of 
America,  judge  how  their  hopes  mujft  have 
been  revived,  when  intelligence  came  that 
'-  France 
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''France  had  a6t;ually  feat,  them  .fuccourst 
with  affurances  of  affifting  theqfi  in  the 
moft  efFeftual  manner.  From  this  period 
the  Americans  vauntxngly  boaft,  that  it  is 
impolTible  for  Great  Britain  to  overcome 
them,  and  that  in  a  Ihort  time  tliey 
Ihall  witnefs  the  Bfitifh  armies  being 
driven  from  the  continent  of  America* 
Equally  as  this  intelligence  raifed  their  fpi- 
rits,  fo  did  it  deprefs  ours ;  naturally  con- 
cluding, that  although  France  might  take 
advantage  of  our  unhappy  conteft  with  the 
Colonies,  by  feizing  on  our  territories  ei- 
ther in  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies,  fhe  would 
not  have  been  the  abettor  of  Rebdlion, 
ieipecially  whenr  it  is  confidered  fhl^iad  ter- 
ritories of  her  own  nearly  in  tlie  fame 
predicament.  But  France  1  France!  forry 
am  I  to  fay  it,  to  gain  a  fuperiority 
in  political  intrigu^,  you  are  indif&r^ 
ent  by  what  arts  or  means  %t  is  ac- 
compUflied. 

In 
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In  a  former  letter  I  defcribed  what  an 
amazing  ftrong  mode  of  defence  block- 
houfes  were  j  and  a  tranfaftion  has 
lately  occurred,  that  not  only  refle6ts  the 
higheft  encomiums  of  honor  and  bravery 
9n  thofe  that  defended  it,  but  is  a  very 
convincing  proof  of  the  veracity  of  my 
^ffertion. 

This  block-houfe  was  erefted  by  a  party 
of  feventy  American  Loyalifts,  that  took 
poft  on  the  fhore  of  Hudfon's  River,  op- 
pofite  New  York,  to  fecure  them  from  a 
furprize,  or  fudden  incurfion  of  Wafhing- 
ton's^  army,  and  not  without  juft  caufe  of 
apprehenfion ;  for  a  moft  furious  attack 
was  made  upon  them  by  near  two  thou- 
fand  of  the  Americans,  with  feven  pieces 
of  cannon,  commanded  by  Gen.  Wayne, 
and  notwithftanding  a  cannonade  of  three 
hours,  almoft  every  fliot  of  which  perfo- 
rated the  timbers,  and  feveral, attempts  to 
carry  the  place  by  affault,  the  enemy  were 

repulfed 
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repulfed  with  great  lofs,  leaving,  behind 
many  killed  and  wounded  j  and  on .  their 
retreat  the  brave  feventy  purfued  them, 
took  feveral  prifoners,  and  regained  fom^ 
cattle  that  they  had  plundered  from  the 
neighbouring  plantations. 

By  an  officer  juft  left  Wafhington's 
camp,  we  have  received  the  melancholy 
account  of  the  death  of  Major  Ayidr^  the 
Adjutant  General  of  the  Britiih  army, 
who  was  taken  as  a  fpy^  in  negociating  a 
bufinefs  with  Gen.  Arnold,  which,  if  it 
had  fucceeded,  would  have  nearly  been 
the  overthrow  of,  the^- Americans.  ,  This 
officer  was  prefent  at  his  execution,,  wlw 
faid,  that  he  met  his  fate  with  that-  qop^ 
rage  and  manlinefs  of  behaviour^  that 
deeply  affected  every  one  prefent,  and  that 
his  fevere  defl:iny  was  univerfally  lam^n|;- 
ed :  fo  much  was  he  efteemed,  that  Goij 
Wafhington  fhed  tears  when  the  rigoroua 
fentence  was  put  in  execution,     When  he 

foun4 
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found  that  his  fate  was  inevitably  fixed 
and  determined,  and  that  all  intcrceffions 
aaid  every  exertion  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
to  fave  his  life,  were  in  vain^  he  bccaiiie 
pcrfcftly  refigned  s  fo  extremely  compofed 
was  his  mind,  that  the  night  pfe^ious  td 
his  execution,  he  drew  the  fituation  of  the 
Vultiirc  floop,  as  ftie  lay  in  the  North-  Ri* 
ver,  with  a  view  of  Weft  Point,  which  he 
ftflt  by  his  fervant  to  a  gfenerat  officer  at 
New  York.  The  only  thing  that  any  way 
cfifeompofed  him,  or  ruffled  his  mind,  and 
at  which  his  feelings  appelated  hurt,  Was 
the  refiifal  of  Gen.  Wafliington  to  let  him 
die  a  military  death.  In  regard  to  this 
drcumfiance,  the  officer  informed  us,  that 
.Gem  Wafliington  would  have  granted  his 
jpfeqtieft;  but,  on  confulting  the  board  of 
general  officers  who  figned  hi§  cdrtderiina- 
tian,  they  deemed  it  necefTary.  to  put  that 
fentence  iri  force,  that  was  laid  down  by 
tfee^  maxims  of  war  ^  at  the  fame  time 
evincing    the    fmcereft   grief,    that  they 

were 
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were  forced  to  comply  with,  and  could* 
not  deviate  from,  the  eftabliflied  Ciiftroms 
in  fuch  cafes. 

By  the  account  thisr  officer  gave  us  of 
his  being  taken,  it  appears  that  Major 
Andr^  was  too  confident  of  being  but  of 
danger ;  for  when  the  thr^e  men  that  took* 
him  prifoner  accofted  him,  they  enquired- 
whether  he  was  of  the  Upper  or  Lower 
Party,  [Here  it  is  necefTary  to  explain 
thefe  to  you — the  Upper  Party  confifted 
of  the  partizans  of  the  Americans,  and  the 
Lower  Party  of  the  American  Loyal' Re- 
fugees, they  refidc  in  New  York.]  he  re- 
plied of  the  Lower  Party,  naturally  con^ 
ceiving,  from  the  fmall  diflance  lie  wa& 
from  New  York,  they  could  be  no  other ; 
upon  which  they  undeceived  him,  and 
faid  he  mufl  go  with  them,  for  he  was 
their  prifoner.  When  too  late  he  per^ 
ceived  his  miflake,  and  endeavoured  iO 
convince  them  to  the  contrary,  by  pro- 
ducing 
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ducing  a  paflport  which  he  had  obtdncd 
from  Gen»  Arnold,  in  the  name  of  John 
Andcrfbn. 


This  feemed  to  have  its  intended  efFeft, 
as  they  releafed  him,  and  fufFered  him  ta 
proceed  without  farther  trouble ;  but  he 
not  gone  many  yards,  when  one  of  the 
young  men  recoUedling  that  he  appeared 
greatly  confufed,  and  that  there  was  fbme- 
thing  in  the  ftranger's  face  that  ftruck 
him  forcibly  with  an  impreflion  of  fome 
peculiarity,  infifted  upon  his  companions 
returning  to  examine  him  more  ftriftly. 

This  recolle6lion  was  decifive  and  fatal 
to  Andre,  who  was  little  accuftomed  to,  or 
prepared  for  fuch  encounters,  as  the  officer 
told  us  he  confeffed  himfelf,  in  his  letter 
to  Gen.  Wafliington,  where  he  fays,  "  He 
**  was  too  little  verfed  in  deception,  to 
^^  pra6life  it  with  any  degree  or  hope  of 
"  fuccefsj"  for  upon  thefe  young  men  re- 

turninjg; 
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retutturtg  back,  he  ofF^red  them  a  confi- 
derable  puffe  of  goldj  a  very  valuable 
watch,  and  innumerable  other  tempta** 
tions,  with  the  fafcinating  offers  of  per- 
manent provifions  for  life,  if  they  would 
either  let  him  pafsj  or  accompany  him  to 
New  York*  In  vain  was  every  lurc^  and 
every  argument}  they  continued  inflexible, 
Heaiiy  to  their  purpofe,  and  conduced 
him  prifcHier  to  Waihingtori's  head  quar** 
tcrs« 

Had  Major  Andre,  when  firft  accofted, 
replied  "  of  the'  Wpptr  Party/'  he  w6uld 
have  met  with  no  hindrance.  Had  they 
been,  as  he  fuppofed,  of  the  Lower  Party, 
he  would  have  been  taken  prifoner  up(«L 
making  that  declaration,  and  his  perfon 
would  have  been  eafily  recognized  upon 
his  arrival  in  New  .York  3  but  the  hafty 
declaration,  that  he  wa^  of  the  Lower 
Party,  led  to  his  unhappy  deftiny* . 

Vol.  II,  n  As 
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.  As  it  i^  much  eqifipr-  to  point  oijtf  .^rrftK 
than  cprre^/  tUerH):  I  i^all  quit  thfts  a^^ 
kncholy-topie  with.  pi)f%7ii?ig,  ^hat:.ii  4* 
vefy-Ryici^nt  fFomj:t-|if^;,^rpe  Maj<5ir  ^ndJIP 
un^eftpokjlvis  ar4po^^%?9^mifliG«i,ilJtthe 
Qi^t  ;fei%i?.yfSp,  f^te*;  tjk^iit;  he  difpj^e4  a 
refplutipp  ^4.  ftreftg^h  .of  mipd  requite 
foj*  g?^l  *^i<>^Sj  whigh  l^o  doubt  WieR}}4 
at  (<?Sftfe  future  d*y^  ih^vQ  r^nd6re«l..hito 

.afl  Qreasje^t  tp  hi? .  p?t)feffipn^  nindx :  by 

fome  briUiant  atchievement,  adored  bjf  jbts 
King  and  Cpuntry. 

...    ■    :.  :■;   ;.•:;.  .^  .■  .•;  ;r  :...d 

:  What  af^f?rmed.tH^ff  upper  and'i^JKtf 
Pajjtib*.g[re  mpftly  linosvp  tp.  .^ai^r.otki:, 
and  poflfefs  great  invettsirgcy  on  bbth  fwtes; 
«ad  iis  ifi  ni>  unepmmftftJ^iij»g,.  v^iwn  two 
parti^  Bfc^t,  to  robJ«!fy4  the  njearaBit  :ti^ 
of  kiridj:«i,oppQf^  tQ  <tmk  Qth«r. ;  Both 
partie^.range  aj;  i^ge -^t-wf^n f|h^;Britiifti 
a^d  American  Ijjieg,  ahd.i,tiia^0*9jeQ:fhs& 
once  happened,  when.tw<?:  partiis? / hJlYP ' 
met  at  the  fame  place,  that  there  has  been 

•-  .  Hrqofidtion 
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a-ccflation  of  hoftilities,  they  have  fat 
down  to  a  good  fupper,  and  fpeiit  ai  jovial 
evening;  At  parting  they  agree  to  go  M 
different  dire6lions,  afid  after:  a'€ei?taiii 
fpccified  time  have  jag^in  met  and,  fought 
moft  defperately .  ^  r, , ,  ^  -i  ^ 


•">" 


The  Americans  have  circulated  a  report 
that  there  has  been  a  great  riot  in  Lon- 
don, that  the  Members  of  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament  had  been  grofsly  infulted,  that 
a  number  of  houfes  had  been  burnt  and 
all  the  jpriforis  fet  open,  with  other  reports 
equally  as  ridiculous.  We  give  the  Ame* 
ricans  great  credit  for  raifmg  them,  as 
their  motives  are  anfwered  by  it,  that  of 
keeping  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  and 
to  imprefs  their  minds  with  an  idea  that 
Great  Britain  muft  relinquifti  the  conteflr. 
They  are  too  abfurd  to  be  credited  by 
an  En^lilhman.  Pray  be  particular  in 
your  next,  if  fuch  a  thing  has  really  hap- 
pened, which  it  is  almofl:  too  abfurd  to 
I  i  2  fuppofe* 
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fuppofe.  Surely  we  hav^  enemies  enough 
to  contend  with  abroad,  without  any  brcnls 
at  home.  It  is  really  too  ridiculous  and 
abfiird  to  imagine  that  fuch  an  eyent  has 
taken  place,  or  to  give  it  a  momoit's 
thought. 


Yaurs,  '&€• 


LET- 
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LETTER        LXKII. 


Frederick's  Towit^  Maryland^  April  I2>  17! I • 


MV  DEAR  FRIEND) 

IN  a  few  days  after  my  laft  letter  we  left 
Winchefter,  to  proceed  on  our  march 
to  this  place,  it  being  fettjed  by  Congrcfs 
that  the  army  is  to  remain  here  till  fome 
fituation  fliould  be  fixed  on  5  but  the  in- 
habitants think  this  only  a  deception,  to 
grant  permiflion  for  entering  the  province, 
and  that  we  are  to  remain  in  this  town. 

QjjittingAVinchefter,  we  recroffed  the 

JBlue  Ridge  at  Williams's  Gap,  and  ii^  our 

1 13  march 
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march  to  this  place  there  was  little  wor- 
thy notice,  except  the  Shehnando  River, 
which  is  exceedingly  romantic  and  beauti- 
ful, with  a  variety  of  falls  j  and  the  wa« 
ter  is  f0  tranfparent,  that. the  pebbles  may 
be  feen  at  the  depth  of  feven  or  eight  feet. 
There  are  plenty  of  trout  and  other  fiflij 
but  it  is  not  navigable  even  for  canoes,  on 
account  of  the  innumerable  rocks  that  are 
under  water  s  and,  in  tranfporting  goods 
down  the  river,  the  inhabitants  make  ufe 
of  rafts.  When  we  croffed,  it  was  nearly 
frozen  oven 

Upon  onr  arrival  in  this  town,  I  Wais  not 
fo  fortttriatfe  in  obtsuning  fuch  comfort- 
able quarters,  as  when  I  laft  paft  through 
it ;  being  obliged  to  put  up  ata:  miferable 
dirty  taVirn,  with  two  other  officers,  at 
which  We  remained  till  the  final  determi-' 
nation  of  Congrefs,  as  it  was  fully  thought 
we  were  t&  jrroceed  further  to  the  north- 
ward*        '  ^  .    - 
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'  We  remained  only  riine  days  at  this 
tavern,  and  up6n  quitting  it  Ihe  landlord 
gave  us  the  following  curious  Bill,  which  1 
femd  you  by  way  bf  fjiecimen  of  the  Ame- 
rican mode  of  dliarging. 

lySo^      Lieut.  Anberry,  D^  ^ 

Dec.  19.  To  3  breakfafies  a  li  dollars        -      jC*  '3  lo  © 
T05  dittbfbrfervantsa  10  dollars  18  15  o 

1*0  mug  fydftr  30.  -Sqdarts  oats  a  1 1 

dolhir  90  '^         -  -      -6co 

To  3  diners  a  15  dollars  £.  16  17  6, 

I  quan  bf  cr  45  -     '        -•  19  2  6 

To  3  fupers  a  |i  dollars  /.  t3  10  o. 
^'  '  -   •  diltdfervatitSjf.  18  15  o  -  32     5  o 

Tb  9  quarts  oats  5131     2  fuptrsfei*- 
'    '  "-       vants  75  -  -  9163 

20.  To  I  lodging  30*  'ftablihg  and  hay  3 
::         "•       horfes'a  izdollars  13  10 '6  '  *   *-■       15     o  o 
To  9  quarts  oaits-  5 '  i  3; '  5  br*kkfafls 

13  loro  •  -  '     .i  18  II  3 

■      ".    To  3  BfeafefiLfb  -fcrfervants  li  56. 
'   -'  mug  fyder  30  -  -   -  12  15  o 

To  4  dinert' »  i'j  dollars  22  10  4*-  4.  d6r. 
V  :      ''•       fcrva&ti-i^  06        ^        -         -        37  10  o 
To  9  quarts  6ats  515.     2  mugs  fy^er- 

60.     2  do.  beer  90         -     •     **  12   11  3 

To  J  fupers  ^3  10  6.  fi^  fof  ftnran& 
.  *.        '         1150-  -?  -    '       -,        24  15  o 
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To  9  quam  pats  513        •         •  5    '  3 

^i .  Stabling  and  hay  3  horfes  day  and  night  20  5  p 
To  lodging  50  a  15  da.   3  ditto  a  la 

d«.-i3  100  »        •        ?•  15    o  p 

To  3  mugs  l^eer  6  15  o.  mag  fyder  30  8  5  p 
To  9  quarts  oats  5  si  3«    9  qts*  ditto 

5  I  3.    ditto  513  -  '5    3  9 

To  3  fupersa  lads.  13  ip  o.    ditto 

for  fervants  1159  -  H  ^5  ^ 

l^z.  To  lodging  30.    ftabling  an4  hay  3 

horfes  day  and  night  ao  o  q  «•  21  15  p 
To  3  qi^arts  oats  5  1  3*     3  breakfafts 

13    10  O  •  •*  r  |8    II    3 

To  3  break&fb  for  fervant)  1150  11  50 

To  18  qiuut^oats  10  2  6.  diners  16  17  4  27  c  o 

To  2  mugs  fyder  $o.    mug  beer  4$  5  S  ^ 

To  3  fupers  13  ip  o  -  •  '3  10  p 
23.  To  lodging  30.    fUblifig  an4  hay  3 

horfes  day  andmght  20  o  o  -  21  15  o 
To  9  quarts  oats  513*3  breakfafis 

13    JO  P  r  -  18    II   3 

Tp  18  quarts  oat»  ^o  2  $•    3  dii^s 

16  17  6           -               *  27    o  c 

Tp  I  mug  fyder  30.  mug  beer  45      ^  3  '5  o 

To  3  fupers  13  10  .  •  13  10  q 
^4.  To  lodging  30.    flablmg  9p^  hay  for 

3  horfes  day  and  mght  29  o  9  «  2|  i  c  o 
To  3  breakfafis  13  ip.     15  q|i^  oats 

«  14  3  -  -'  21  II  J 
Tp  com  10  quts  7   10  o.    Diners 

»6  »7  $               r           .  24    7  I 
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To  2  mugs  beer  90.  1  mug  fydcr  30  0  00 
To  4  fupers  iS  o  o  •  -        l8    Q  o 

25.  To  lodging  30.    ftabling  and  faty  3 

horfes  day  and  night  20  00  ^^  21159 
To  3  breakfiifts  73  ip  o.      3  diners 

16  17  6  .     -  -  30    7.6 

To  32  quarts  oats  18  o  o.    3  fupers 

13  10  o  -  -  31  ro  o 

260  To  lodging  30.     ftabling  and  hay  3 

horfes  day  and  night  20  go  -  21159 
To  3  breakfaib  13  10  o«     2  diners 

II  5  o  -  -  24  15    0 

To  3  mugs  beer  90.    mug  fyder  30 

ye^rday  -  - .  6    d  • 

To  mi|g  fyder  30.  diner  5  12  6.  Bowl 

tody  60  -  *  10    2  6 

To  2  quarts  oats  22  6  •  126 

1  -     • 
730  10  o 
To  4  quarts  ditto  45  .  25* 

True  balance    if  .'732  15  o 
To  the  hier  of  the  dineing  room^  hard 

Erron  excepted^ 

Per    ROB.  WOOD. 

jl^-  the  3d.  1781.  Reed  of  Mr.Thos.  Am- 
fcerry.  Seven  iiundred  and  thirty-two  Pound  fit 
teen  Shillings,  in  full  &r  the  Paper  Currency  A6>« 
cotmt  above. 

Per    ROB.  WOOD. 


After  perufifig  the  articles  of  the  bill, 
and  finding  thentjult,  as  ^yas  cuftonjary, 
I  a&ed  the  landlord  what  he  would  allow 
in  exchange  for  haM  mttliey.  He,  being 
a  ftaunch  American,  flew  into  a  .violent 
paffion,  faying,  - "  He  was .  furpri^ed  I 
"  fhould  make  him  fuch  an  offer ;  that 
•*  there  were  rafcals  enough  already  to 
"  ruin  their  country/  by  felling  ^d  traf- 
"  ficking  in  paper.;  and  that,  for  kis  part, 
•*  he  knew  no  difference  between  Con- 
**  grefs  money  ahd  King  George's."  I 
begged  him.  to  be  pacified ;  that  in  half 
an .  hour  I  would  fettle  his  bill ;  when, 
with  the  utmoft  infoience^  be  replied,  "  I 
'^fwear  now,  if  it~an't  fettled  by  twelve 
^*  o^clock^  I  fwe^  rU  fend  the  flieriff  af- 
"  ter  you,  and  youll  foon  fee  the  infide  of 
"  that  place,"  pointing  ta  the  prifon  op- 
♦'  polite  his  houfe/*^ 

Youllno.doubt  be  furprizcdi^  that,  for 

the  fellow's  impertmentfe,  I  did  not  give  him 

.cc  ..    V  =  a.horfe- 
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a  horle- whipping/ which,  had  it  bfeen  in 
England,  a  landlord  would  hardly  have 
cfcaped.  But,  my  dear  Friend,  we  are  be- 
come perfeft  Stoics,  and  it  requires  an 
infinite  torture  to  ruftle  our  teiiiper  ia" 
thd*  lekft.  We  have  fo  long  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  ill  language  and  Infolence  from 
the  inferior  fort,  that  We  realty  pay  no 
more  attention  to  it,  than  Gen.  Phillips 
obferved  we  fhould  to  the  cackling  of  fo 
many  g^fefe. 

On  my  quitting  the  fellow  to  go  in 
fearch  of  paper  money,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  he  might  employ  fome  one  ;^  to  watch 
over  me.  *  f  therefore  w6nt  to  the  barracks 
and  ferit'a  ferjearit,  who  fbon  ci^me  back, 
when  I  returned  and  paid  him  his  bill  or 
feven  hundred  and  thirty-tw6  pounds  fif- 
teen fliillings  ',  and  obfcrving  the  item  of 
one  pound  fifteen  (hillings  in  hard  nioney^v 
I  tendered  hini  the  fum  in  paperV  retort- 
ing  upon  "him  his  own  wordsi  that  nc 

knew 
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knew  of  no  drftindtion.  The  fellow  ap- 
peared much  confoimded  and.  afliamed; 
but  as  the  charge  was  an  agreement  with 
his  wife,  who  was  to  have  it  as  a  perqui^ 
fite>  for  the  entirp  ufe  of  .the  room,  I  paid 
the  half-joe  exclufive  of  the  billr  no  doubt 
the  fellow  would  not  have  made  the  leaft 
fcruple  of  confciencc  to  have  taken  the 
whole  amount  in  fpcgiet 

Your  curlofity  is  raifed  to  know  at  what 
rate  I  purchafed  the  paper  money  to  dif- 
chargc  the  bill.  Know  then,  that  the 
enormous  fum  of  feven  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-two pounds  fifteen  fhillings,  J  dif*. 
charged  for  about  four  guineas  and  a 
half.  After  this  I  think  I  need  npt  men- 
tion any  thing  more  of  the  depreciation 
of  paper  money. 

It  being  determined  by  Congrefs  that 
fhc.  army  is  to  make  fomc   relidence  in 
town,  the  men  are  quartered  in  very 

comfortable 


cotn^ortable  barracks,  that  were  bwlt  b;j^ 
the  Americans  (ince  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  are  better  fupplied  with  pro* 
viiions,  and  allowed  many  privilegcsi 
fuch  as -working  for  the  inhabitants  per-i 
teiitted  ti>  go  into  the  country  to  pur- 
chafe -veg^bles,'&c.  and  fmce  the  rhefi 
have  been  prifoners  they  have  never  ^en-* 
joyed  fo  many  comforts.  Such  treat- 
ftieht  is  more  likely  to* have  the  defired 
efFeft  of  CongrtCs  than  ill  ufage>  in  tempt- 
ing them  ?6  defert.  •  So-prevale»t,  indeed, 
has  been  defertioh  in  bur  regiment,  that 
it  is  now  reduced  to  fixty  men^  -  iiicJiid- 
ing  non-commiflioned  officers^  -and  the 
other  regiments  are  in  proportion,  all  of 
which,  in  Canada,  muftered  fourhiiridfcd 
and  fifty.  ••         '      ' 

The  officers  are  quartered  In  thte  town 

J  and   plantations    around.     My  ^qtiarters 

^  are  at  a  Col.  Beattie's,  of  the  militia,- V^ho; 

though  ftrongly  attached  to  thcrAhiencarf 

cau5, 
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caufe,  having  a  fan  in  the  Maryland  rt- 
giment,  in  General  Greene's  army,-  is  not 
without  a  penchant  for  a  little  of  the 
true  toucbflone.  The  plea  he  makes  t^o  hi$ 
countrymc?!  for  admitting  us  into  his? 
houfe  is,  th*t  ais.he  ^s  a  la^  fainily 
anidr  mnft  provide  for, them'  in  tl?LC  beft 
jnapijer.poffitjlq.  _,\^  .  -,'   - 

.  Siace.,  rour  arriyal  ^  ia;  thi^-; ^rqyince  a 
perfoa  has  ii>troduced .  himfqlf  Iq  the  ofr* 
ficex;s  as  a  clergymau,  gnd^as  (xttQftrongly 
attached  to  the  ?ntifh  government.. -The 
ijabalMj^ant3  fay  that  be  tvasngyev  ordain- 
ed^ ap4;that  he  ha$  created  much  confu- 
fipaiilLpt^arjiou^  families  i^P'  difevowing 
th^if  Jiiarriage,  ,  Ije  having  >x\f>  ■-  fi^t  to 
perform  the  ceremony.  This  ha^cut  out 
abundance  of  work  for  the  limbs  of  the 
law.  ^e  ftifll  perforfns  Piv'm<^  ftrvke  at 
variQuS:  churches^  with  ^U  \  %hw^\ . ;  regu^ 
lar  duties.  Whether  his.  political  prin-. 
ciplcs  are  put  on  for  the  fake  qi  oxxf  com-f 
.,,  pany 


pany  and  a  little  conviviality,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  fay ;  but  this  much  I  can  af- 
firm as  to  his  religious  ones,  that  he  fol- 
lows St.  Paul  to  a  tittle,  being  "  all  things 
to  all  bieu  r.  foi55ie  %iir  fwear  ^iritli  thofe 
that  fwear,  and  drink  with  thofe  that 
drink' 


.-■■    '■^'.     -i:- 

^,    r    \     -,;,:; 

':    '   •*'   w*:!:r    '\o  o//t  -^fii^i'^. 

r  rA-T  -.r 

':•>   ':'^.'^:^  '.:h  ?:;  ^v-:;Hyr/ffu 

'  ::    .L.  }   "K'    .:. 

:     .•-.  ^  '  ypO  -iVi!^/  ,-!i;;lf;:j^C> 

—                .  •  ■  „      » 

'      .r':7Di-::;;.)  zi  jfiorni^ 

.  -i-i    ':,)  ;^..  r    ;   rJi  ■  ^rio^ 

,•'"..;  ;r:':fu. 

•  -.-■.    r;' -j^'i     Ay  rio'i   :l:...,'2 

•  •..•  r.  ';•/'  !;?:-. 

".  -■  u.  .;  v1uh;t.  ",i')i4  (Uv'Jfr 

',  ■  • '    ^  *   - 

\  :    r;:.l    ii.'.dc   ''..)  rM's 
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LETTER      LXXIIL 


Cfilonel  BiMttii^i  Plantation,  near  Frederki. 
Town,  in  Maryland,  July  n,  1781* 


MY   D£AR  FRIfiNDj 

^OTHING  wUl  more  fuUy  iiluftratc 
^  ^  the  tyranny  and  oppreffion  of  Gon* 
grefs  and  its  upftarts  in  power,  than  re- 
citing two  of  the  moft  fligrant  afts^  of 
injuftice,  at  the  houfe  of  one  Taylor,  a 
Quaker,  where  Capt.  Jamefon,  of  our  re- 
giment, is  quartered.  One  of  the  colleo- 
tors,  for  a  tax  of  forty-eight  (hillings^ 
took  from  the  ftable  a  beautiful  horft, 
worth  near  thirty  guineas  5  and  for  ano- 
ther of  about   five  or  fix  pounds,  they 

brought 


THROUOtI  AM£RlCAi  497 

brought  carts,  and  conveyed  away  a  large 
ftack  of  hay,  of  near  forty  pounds  value. 
This  paflive  xtaan  (who,  I  fhduld  inform 
you,  was  a  true  fiiend  to  Government, 
and  in  cbnfequence  greatly  peifecuted) 
made  no  other  complaint  than,  "  Well, 
•*  let  them  take— 4et  them  take  all  my 
"*ftock,  my  farm^  and  turn  me  out  of  my 
••  houfe,  I  have  that  l^  mc  that  will  never 
"  let  me  want  in  my  old  age/* 

From  his  attachment  to  his  Sovereign/ 
and  fpeaking  his  fentiments,  he  was  con^ 
tinually  th|:^tened  with  imprifonment  j 
but  that,  and  every  other  perfecution^  he 
would  bear  with  the  utmoll  chearfulnei^ 
and  refignation,  concordant  to  the  prin<* 
ciples  of  his  religion.  Neverthelels,  at 
times,  the  poor  old  man  would  fetch  a 
heavy  figh,  as  if  his  heart  was  burfting 
mth  grief,  and  exclaim,  **  Ah,  well-a-day  I 
''  little  did  I  think,  after  the  labor  of  my 
Vol.  n.  K  k  ''  youth. 
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"  youth,  and  tiaining  \}p  a  large  family  in 
"  the  fear  of  the  i^ofd,  this,  would  have 
"  been  the  reward  of  aiy  old  age,  There^ 
"  friend,  (pointing  to.fome  cxtenfive  roea- 
"  dews'  that  were  be&i^  }m  houfe)  with 
"  thcfe  hands  did  I  tl<?ar  that  ground,  and 
"  many  a  weary  night  have  I  worked  by 
"  light  of  pine  wood,.t.Q  leave  roy  chil- 
*^  dren  an  inheritance;  which  is  daily  thrca- 
"  tened  to  be  taken  from  m?/-  Here,  his 
fortitude  would  be  overcome ;  and,  after 
a  little  refpite,  his  final  exclaaiation  Y^as> 
''  The  Lord's  will  be  done/' 

Oh^  Americans  I  if  this  is  the  bafis 
on  which  you  arc  to  'cftablifti  your  in- 
dependence, furely  you  muft  think  there. 
will.be  a  day  of  retribution !  And  though 
it  mayjnot  fall  on  your  heads>  the  next 
generation  may  have  caufeto  cuife  the 
calamities  thqir  forefathers  have  brou^t 
oji  them.  '...■. 

?l.      .We 
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We  daily  eitpeft  to  rtrhove  ffom  this 
province,  on  account  of  the  movettifents 
of  Lord  CofAwallis's  aErniy,  which  We  iln- 
dcrft&nd  is  forrhirtg  a  junflion  with  th6 
troops  landed  in  Virginia,  urtder  the  Com- 
mand of  Gen*  Phillips  and  Gen.  Arnold, 
and  thi?  ftate  are  not  without  apprehen- 
fions  of  a  defcttit  being  made  by  the  King's 
forces*  Thirfefdre  td  impede  thig  progrefs^ 
Geh.  Wafhingtcn  has  detached  two  ftroftg 
bodies,  one  of  continental  troops^  iirldef 
the  command  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette, and  the  other  confiftihg  of  the  Pen- 
fylvania  line,  under  Gen.  Wayne*  They 
paffed  thro'  Frederick  Town  laft  month; 
and  appeared  to  be  moftly  Scotch  and  Irifh, 
with  a  great  numbei-  of  blacks.  They 
Were  badly  cloathcd,  and  fo  extremely 
mutinuous  and  difcontented,  that  theijf 
officers  were  afraid  to  truft  them  with 
ammunition.  I  obferved  that  they  wore 
b^lacE  and  white  cockades  $  the  ground  be- 
ing the  firft  color  and  the  relief  ,of  the 
K  k  2  other. 
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othen  On  enquiring  the  caufe,  a  very 
pompous  Artierican  replied,  5*  It  was  a 
"compliment  to,  and  a  fyrabol.  of  affec- 
V*  tion  for,  their  generoos  and  magnani- 
"  mous  allies  the  French/* . 

Our  quarters  have  been  rendered  very 
difagreeabjie  to  us  by  an  unpleafant  cir- 
cumflance,  the  death  of  the  Co^bnel's  fon, 
who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Camden, 
in  the  Carolinas.  He,  as  well  as  the  whole 
family,  have  taken  it  much  to  heart,  and 
the  boufe  has  been  ever  fince  a  fcene 
of  lamentation.  What  renders  it  f^ill  more 
difagreeableis,  whenever  we  meet  the  Co- 
lonel, he  feems  extremely  anxious  to  be 
revenged  upon  us*  We  are  feeking  out  for 
other  quarters,  but  they  are  very  difficult 
to  be  obtained. 

At  Eafter  holidays  the  ycning  people 
have  a  quftom,  in  this  province,:  of  boil- 
ii^g  ^gs  in  logwood,  which  dyes  the  fhell 

crimfon, 
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GcimfonV  and  though  this  colour  will  not 
rub  ofFy  yttu.  may,  with  a  pin^  fcratch  on 
them  any  figure  or  device  you  thiijk  pro- 
per. This  is  praftifed  by  the  young  men 
ani  maidens,  who  {)reient  them  to  each 
other  as  love  tdcensv^  As  thefe^s  are 
boiled' a  confiderabte  time  to  take  the  dye, 
the  iheil  acquires  great  ftrength,  and  the 
Kttle  children-divert  th^mfelves  byftriking 
the  €ggs  againft  each  x>thei',  and  that 
which,  breaks  becomes  the  property  of 
him^whofe  egg  remains  whole. 

To  imprefs  the  minds  of  his  children 
with  their  glorious  ftruggle  for  indepen* 
deiice,  as  they  term  it,  the  Colonel  has  an 
egg,  on  which  is  engraved  the  battle  of 
.Bunker's  HilL  This  he  takes  infinite  pains 
to  explain  to  his  children,  but  will  not 
fuifer  them  to  touch  it,  being  the  per- 
formance of  his  fon  gone  to  camp;  but 
aow  being  flain,  he  preferves  it  as  a  relic^ 
The  Colonel  favoured  ns  with  a  fight  o£ 
Kkj  it. 


it,  and^  conildering  tho  fmall  fp^e,  the 
battJie  is  very  accurately  delineat^^ . 

.  As  we  imagiiwd,  orders^ frc  afrived  foi 
016 ;  removal  o£  the  lurmy  to  York  Town 
ind  I^^ancafter,  ^  wbich  places  the  officers 
are  tQ  be  feparatcd  from  thci  foldiorss^.and 
are  to  be  quartered  at  Eaft-Wiiidfor  in 
Connecticut.  JBri^diep  Gcn> .  Harailfon 
ha«  exprefled  great  difpheafure  at  dais  &• 
par^tiQA,  which  is  'direfilly '  againft  the 
terms  of  the  convention ;  but  aftfci>  Gan* 
grefs  have  broke  the  moft  eflential  point, 
itis  y?dii  to  repionftrate  againft  fuch  pi:o^ 
ceedings.  We: are  now  in  their  powers 
^ndthey  a6l  with  us  as  beftifiiits,  their 
plan.  The  General  gave  out  in  ; ciders, 
that  if  it  was  the  defire  of  the  troops,  he 
wpuld  proteft.to  Corigrefs  againft  the  fc-. 
paration ;  at  the  fameitime  addi2ag,:he  well 
luxew  it  would  be  in  ^vaih.  He  ftrongly 
recommended  the.  foldiers  to  ^have  iik 
ev^ry  lefpectthe  feme  as  if -their  officers 
;    '    ■      .  were 


Vvcffcprefent^iirttJ,  though  ftparated,  tHcy 
ihodid  cemdmbeif  tliat  fubbrdination  was 
nkiatQ/tlie  nori^cammifiioncd  adioers.  Who 
ilill-  barf:  authority  ^  oyof  thenar ;  rChe  Ge- 
jn^aJi  ktoeDtedrtkatihe  was  unable  to  fur* 
^ii^  ru|){)^  9£  doMung  aad  other  isc- 
fi^fiarkSj-itberefwfir^Sire^^  who 

bad  the  p^yrnent  Df.cpmpsiiisQi?,  tp  fbttlc 
th$jmc»'3  accownts^  apd;  give.thqli  their 
bakiKeito  prwtde:  thcmfeltcs4;.which  moft 
<)f  th$m  willbeikruaibkd  tp^iioi^  as  the  ge-- 
«^f alkj  ib^y^  twenty  or  thirty  pounds  to 
receive.  To  military  men.  k  will  appear 
furprizing^  but  there  was  a  private  in  the 
^omfwiy  I>pqiidjwhQrhadfarty-fi/v«.  pounds 

The  trcK^j^s  h^>f?  grtatly  dhimiif^ 
they  came  to  Frederick  Town,  not  only 
by  defertion  but  death,  as  numbers  have 
fell  a  facrifice  to  fpirits,  which  are  eafily 
procured  and  at  a  cheap  rate,  as  there 
are  abundance  of  ftills  around  the  couri- 
Kk4  try. 
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tryi  9nd  the  foldiers  wqre  ia  a  condiiued 
date  of  intoidcation.  |  nsfH  not  tell  yoa 
of  the  inordinate  paffion  that  foldiers  in 
general  have  for  liquor,  and  what  a  diffi^ 
cult  matter  it  is  to  reftrwi  them  from  it  s 
but  where  it  is  continually  before  them, 
next  to  an  impoifibilityf  Within  this 
fortnight  we  have  loft  twp  in  ^  moft  ine« 
lancholy  way,  who,  during  the  abfence  of 
the  man  that  attended  a  flill  on  the  Colo- 
nel's plantation}  drank  the  liquor  hot  out 
of  the  pipe,  and  the  next  morning  were . 
found  dead  in  their  beds,  . 

In  a  few  days  we  fet  out  on  our  march* 
If  an  opportunity  pcciirs,  I  will  write  to  j. 
you  from  Lancafter }  but  you  may  depend,  , 
upon  my  firrival  in  Conne6lieut,  to  hcay 
from 

Youfs,  &c, 


I  have 
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I  kave  ttnfealed  this  Letter,  juft  to  add 
A  melancholy  Poftfcript,  of  whidh  we  have 
this  moment  received  tidingis,  the  lofs  of 
that  brave  officer  General  Phillips,  who 
idled  laft  month  of  a  fever  at  Richmond. 
His  ikill  and  knowledge  in  all  ihilitary 
c<Micerns,  not  only  in  his  early  days  re- 
ceived the  approbation  of  that  great  com* 
mander  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick, 
en  various  occafions  in  the  laft  war  in 
Germany ;  but  juftified  fuch  commenda- 
tion by  every  part  of  his  fubfequent  con- 
du£t :  particularly  in  the  unequalled  du- 
tieS|  toils,  dangers  and  hardfhips  of  our 
campaign.  A  circumftance  attended  liis 
death,  fimilar  to  the  inhumanity  that  the 
Americans  difplayed  at  the  interment  of 
General  Frazer.  For  them,  whom  we  fup* 
pofe  were  exafperatcd,  Ibme  excufe  may  be 
pleaded ;  but  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Fay^ 
ette,  whofe  nation  is  fo  confpicuous  for 
the  quinteffence  oilespetits  attentions^  ftiould 
be  guilty  of  fuch  conduct,  is  aftonifliing. 

For 


\ 
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Far  notwithftancfing  a  flag  o|  ivw  ^as 
fen t  to  inform  him,  thpts  Jtr<>j&.th€,rivejf, 
at  fuch  a  houfe,  QeneraJ.PtUlips  Uy  daiv 
gcrpufly  illj  and,  at  thft  point  of  death, 
and  to  ceafe  •  )j;annona^ing.  This  xtr 
queft  was  denied,  an  iiv:d3^t .  fire  ,w$ 
Kept  ujx,  fevqr^  Jt)aUs  went  thrcHjgb-  the 
houie,  wd  one  thrqugh  tlie  molnii^  room 
to  where  Genei]^.  Phillips  lajr,  juijt.  as  be 
was  breathing  his, laft,  whiqh  di^rbiflj; 
biooL,  be excl«fije4,  "My  G;od,/tiS;.crucJk 
"  they  will  nofc  let^  me  die .  in  peace/'        t 
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Ma/  Windfir,  in  ConneSUttt^  Sept.  TU^jijtl^ 
•     'iiy'ixFAR    FRIEllDV"  i^i'     -'^        ••    •  % 

DISTRESSnSK^irid  humifisfthig:  as  the 
fcche  wa5,=  whfeitwe-coiT^  otir 

men  to  pile  up  thtir  lahnsiinA  aband6ii 
ihem  on  the  plain  of  Siaratoga,  ^  ftiH  nnich 
greater  was  the  feparatioh  oF-^^he  officers 
from  the  men  at  Lancafter/  Oft  tiie  morn- 
ing k  took  place  thfe  reginientfe  were  pa- 
raded near  the  ban^acks,  which  are  pick- 
eted in,  and  converted  into  a  prrfon*  At 
a  fmall  diftance  was  drawn  up  a  regiment 
of  continental  troops,  theColbnerof  which 

behaved 
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behaved  extremely  polite,  faying,  he  fiiould 
not  march  the  Britiih  troops  to  the  bar- 
racks, till  their  officers  informed  him  they 
were  ready.  When  the  Colonel  was  m- 
formed  he  'might  march  the  men,  the  A- 
merican  troops>  forming  a  fquare  around 
the  Britiih  foldiers,  conducted  them  to  the 
prifon. 

The  fight  was  too  deeply  affefting,  and 
we  haftened  from  the  fppt.  Could  ypu  have 
feen  the  faces  of  duty,  refpeft,  love  and  de- 
ipair,  yon  rwpuld;  carry  tjhc  remembrajicc  i^ 
the  grave.  It  was  the  jW^^^g.  of  chjld^Wid 
parent,  the  feparation  oi  foul  and  body-— 
it  efFe^ed  that  whi^^he  united  fprce  of 
inclement  ^fons,  hunger  and  thirft,  in- 
ceflant  barbarity,  adverfc  fortune,  and  A- 
merican  infults  heaped  together,  could  he* 
ver  have  efFefted— it  drew  tears  from  the 
eyes  of  veterans,  who  would  rather; have 
Ihed  their  blood.  As  far  as  founds  coqld 
convey^  we  heard  a  reiteration  of  "  God 

"  blefs 
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**  bjefs  your  Honors/'  It  was  fuch  a  fcene 
as  muft  leave  an  everlafting  impreflion  on 
the  mind.  To  behold  fo  many  men,  who 
had  bravely  fought  by  our  fide— who  in 
alj  their  fuflferings  looked  up  to  us  for 
proteftion,  forced  from  us  intb  a  prifon,  ' 
where,  experiencing  every  feverity,  per* 
haps  famifhing  for  want  of  food,  and 
ready  to  perifh  with  cold,  they  had  no  , 
one  to  look  up  to  for  redrefs,  and  little  to 
expeft  from  the  humanity  of  Americans. 

It  was  extremely  vexatious  to  be  again 
difappointed  in  vifiting  Philadelphia,  es- 
pecially when  in  fight  of  it;  but  all  en- 
treaties to  the  Major  who  efcorted  us,  iFor 
indulgence,  were  in  vain.  However  we 
received  fome  little  compcnfation  in  pair- 
ing through  Bethelem^  ^i  which  place  is 
a  fettlement  of  the  Moravians. 

The  tavern  at  Bethelem  is  upon  an 
exceeding  good  plan,  and  well  calculated 

for 
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for  the  convenience  and  accommodation 
of  travellers.  The  building,  which  is  very 
cxtenfive,  is  divided  throughout  Try  a  paf*- 
iagc  of  near  thirty  feet "^ide.  On  dach 
iide  are  convenient  apartments,  confifting 
of  a  fitting  room,  which  leads*  into  two 
fcparate  bed-chambers.  All  thdfe  rooms 
arc  well  lighted,  and  have  fire-places  in 
them;  On  your  arrival  you  arc  condo^^ed 
to  one  of  thefe  apartments,  and  delivered 
the  key,  fo  that  you  are  as  free  from  inter- 
ruption as  if  in  your  own  houfe.  Every 
other  accommodation  Was  equal  to  the 
firft  tavern  in  London.  You  m&y  be  fiire 
our  furprize  was  not  little,  after  having 
been  accuftomed  to  fuch  miftr^ble  fare  at 
other  ordinai-ies,  to  fee  a  lardef  difplayed 
with  plenty  of  fifh,  fowl  and  game; 
Another  matter  of  equal  furprize,  ai 
we  had  not  rtiet  with  fuch  a  thing  in  all 
our  travels,  was  excellent  wines  of  all 
forts,  which  to  us  was  a  moft  delicious 
treat,  not  having  tafted  any  fince  we  left 

Boflon  ; 
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Boflx)n ;  for  notwithftandihg  the  fpldridor 
ani'  elegance  of  feveral  families  we  vifited 
in  Virginia,  wine  was  a  ftranger  to  their 
tables.  For  every  apartment  a  fervant  is 
appointed  to  attend,  whofe  fole  bufmefs 
is  to  wait  on  the  company  belonging  to  it, 
and  who  is  as  much  your  Tervant,  during 
your  ftay,.  as  one  of  your  own  dom?ftics» 
The  *  accommodation  for  horfes  is*  equal; 
.with  fer^'^ants  to  attend  them;  In  fhort, 
in  laying  out  the  plan  of,  this  tavern,  they 
feem  folely  to  have  ftudied  the  eafe,  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  travellers,  and  ii 
built  upon  fuch  an  exteniive  Icde^  that  it 
can  with*  eafe.  Uccommcdate  one  hundited 
andfixty  peribns.  GeneraJ  Phillips  'Was? 
fd  much' delighted  with  it;  that  aftet' h<f 
quitted  Virginia,  not  being  permitted  toga 
to  New  York,  on  account io'f  fomemilitary 
operations  that  were  on  foot  in  the  Jerfeysy 
he  returned  back  near  forty  miles  to  take 
up  bis  refidence  at  it,  merely  on  aocounti 
of  the  accommodations.;  ' ;      4^q^i0' 

The 
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The  landlord  accompanied  us  to  the  in* 
tendant,  or  the  head  of  the  fociety^  Ofrho 
with  great  politenefs  (hewed  us  every  thjng 
worthy  of  obfervation  on  the  fettlement* 

The  firft  place  he  conducted  us  to  was 
the  houfe  of  the  fingle. women,  which  is  a 
Ipacious  ftone  building,  divided»  fimilar  to 
the  tavern,  into  large  chambers^  which 
are,  after  the  German  mode,  heated  with 
ftoves.  In  thefe  the  young  women  pur- 
iiie  various  domeftic  employments,  and 
fome  arc  employed  in  fancy  and  orna- 
mental work ;  in  all  their  apartments  are 
Various  mufical  inftruments.  The  iiiper^ 
Intendant  of  thefe  young  women  conduift-^ 
td  us  to  the  apartment  where  they  (lept, 
v^hich  is  a  large  vaulted  room  the  whole 
dimenfion  of  the  buildings,  in  which 
were  beds  for  every  woman.  The  women 
dine  in  a  large  hall,  in  which  is  a  hand- 
fome  organ,  and  the  walls  adorned  with 
iiripture  pieces,  painted  by  fome  of  the 

women 
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Womtn  Whof  formerly  belonged  to  the  fb-^' 
dcty.  Thhls  h^l  aiifwers  the  purpofe  of  a 
refcdlbry  and  chapel :  but  on  Sundays 
they  attend  worfhip  at  the  great  churchy 
ivhich  is  a  neat  .^d  fimple  building. 

Thehoufe  of  the  fingle  men  is  upoii 
the  fame  principle  as  that  of  tiie  women  i 
upon, the  roof  of  which  is  a  Belvider^f 
from  whence  you  have  not  only  a  mojl 
delightful  projfpeft^  but  a  diftind  view  of 
the  whole  fettlenient.    We  obferyed  that, 
the  building  was  much  defaced,  which 
the  fuperintendant  informed  us  was  ocea-^ 
iiondd  by  the^ Americans  taking  it  frorri; 
the  young  men,  and  converting  it  into  aix. 
hofpital  for  the  ficl^  and  wounded,  after  - 
the  battle  of  GermantowA)  and,  added, 
lie,  "  it  is  incredible  what  numbers  pe-^, 
**  rifbcd  for  want  of  proper  c^e  and  at- 
^*  tentiohj  and  the  hofpital  being  ill/up-  - 
"  plied  with  drugs."     Pointing  to  an  Ad-^ 
joining  field,  he  faid,  "  There  lie  burled 

Vol.  IL  '  LI  *^  near 
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"  near  fcvch  or  eight  huni^ed  of  \h6  A* 
"  merican  foldiersj  who  died  here  during 
"  the  winter." 

All  manner  of  trades  and  manufafhires 
are  carried  on  in  this  place  diftinftly^  and 
one  of  each  branch ;  at  theie  various  oc- 
cupations the  young  men  are  employed. 
Every  one  contributes  hils  labor,  and  tiie 
profits  arifing  from  each  goes  to  the  ^e- 
ral  flock.  Thefe  young  tticft  rfetfeiv©  no 
wages,  but  are  fupplied  with  alltieceffii- 
ries  from  the  various  branches  6f  trade. 
They  have  no  cares  about  the  ttfual  con- 
cerns of  life,  and  their  whole  tlrrie  is  (pent 
in  prayer  and  labor  >  their  only  relaxation 
being  concerts,  which  they  perftfrrti  every 
evening. 

Thfefe  people,  wh6  arb  extitmely  fhrewd 
and  fenfible,  in  a  manner  forefeelhg  the  ill 
confequences  attending  a  civil  waf ,  had, 
before-  its  commencement,  laid  in  gi^t 

quantities 
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(Jiiantities  of  European  goods,  Which  they 
fent  to  their  various  farms  interfperfed 
around  the  fettlement; 

The  Moraviaii^  are  hot  only  wry  affi^ 
duous^  but  ingenious  too.  .  They  have 
^opted  a  fort  of  marriage,  but  ftx>m  tho 
iaianher  of  its  celebration  you  caijilot  liipa 
poife  that  mutual  tender  eiideambents  and 
haj^pinefs  to  fubixft  between  the  parties 
united  as  v^ith  us.  A  yoting  man  feels 
an  inclination  to  marry^  whidh.  does  not 
proceed  from  any  objeft  he  is  Clamoured 
withi  for  he  never  fees  his  wife  but  once 
before  the  cerempay  takes  place  i  it  be- 
ing cOTitrary  to  the  principles  of  their  re^ 
iigion  to  fuppofe  it  is  from  the  paffions 
of  nature,  but  merely  to  uphold  the  fo* 
tiety^  that  it  may  not  fink  into  oblivion. 
The  young  man  communicates  his  incli* 
nation  to  their  prieft,  alkihg  of  him  a  giri 
to  make  his  wife^  who  confulting  with  thp 
fuperintendant  p£  the  young  women^  ihc 
L  1  2  produces 
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produces  her  who  is  next  in  rotation  £of 
marriage.  The  prieft  prefents  her  to  the 
young  man,  ;and  leaves  them  together 
for  an  hour,  when  he  returns.  If  they 
both  confent^  they  are  married  the  next 
day.  Jf  there  is  any  objection,  both  their 
cafes  arc  very  pitiable^  but  cfpecially  the 
woman's,  as  ihe  is  put  at  the  end  of  the 
lift,  which  amounts  to  near  fixty  or  fe- 
ventyi  nor  does  the  poor  girl  ftand  the 
leaft  chance  of  a  hulband  till  Ihc  arrives 
again  at  the  top,  unlefs  the  man  feds  a 
fecond  inclination  for  marriage,  for  he 
ncter  can  obtain  any  other  woman  than 
the  one  with  whom  he  had  the  firft  inter- 
view. This,  I  am  induced  to  think,  was 
the  reafon  of  there  being  fuch  a  number 
of  old  women  among  the  fingle  ones. 
Thus  you  fee,  my  friend,  that  marriage 
and  its  inexprefiible  enjoyments,  are  not 
the  refult  of  the  pailions,  but  :a  mere 
piece  of  mechanifm,  fet  to  work  by  chance 
and  llopt  alone  by  neceflity. 

•  :  When 
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When  two  parties  meet  and  are  united 
in  marriage,  a  houfe  is  provided  for  them- 
by  the  fociety,  of  which  there  are  great 
numbers  around  the  town ;  very  neat  ha- 
bitations, .  with  pleafant  gardens.  Their 
children  of  cither  fcx,  at  the  age  of  fiXy 
are  taken  from  them  and  placed  in  the 
two  feminaries,  confequently  they  can  have 
little  afFedion  for  them.  When  either  of 
the  parties  die ;  if  the  woma^,  the  man 
returns  to  the  apartments  of  the  iingle 
men,  and  if  the  m^Ji,  the  widow  retires 
to  a  houfe  tljat  i?  built  for  that  purpofe. 

Tl^e  religion  of  the  Moravians  refem- 
tles  moi^  that  of  the  Lutherans  than  the 
Calyinifts  5  in  one.ppint  it  greatly  differs 
from  both,  by  admitting  of  mufic  and  pic^ 
tures  in  their  places  of  worfhip.  Prayer 
conftitutes  almoft  a  third  of  their  em- 
ployment J  for  exclyfive  of  the  daily  pub- 
lic devotions  in  their  great  church,  they 
L  1  3  attend 
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attend  fendce  in  their  own  chapels  mon^« 
iji^,  noon  and  eyening. 

Setting  afide  their  ridiculous  mode'qf 
entering  into  the  n>arri?ige  ftate,  and  which 
to  them  i$  of  little  moment^  I  coul4  not 
but  refleft,  if  content  was  in  |:his  life 
they  enjoy  it.  Far  from  the  buftle  of  a 
troublefpme  worlds  living  in  perfeft  Ur 
berty ,  caqh  one  purfuing  his  own  ^deasj 
^nd  inclination,  and  reftding  in  the  moft 
delightful  fituation  irpaginable,  which  is 
{fy  healthy,  that  they  are  fubj^d  to  few,  if 
any  difeafes. 

As  want  is  a  ftranger,  ft)  is  vice^  Thmf 
.  total  ignorance  pf  the  refined  elegancies 
of  life,  precludes  any  anxiety  or  regret 
that  they  poffefs  not  wealth  to  enjoy  them, 
Neverthelefs  they  poflefs  what  many  are 
l^ntire  ftrangers  to,  who  are  furroundcd 
with    what    are  termed   bleffings,  thofe 

true 
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true  and  eflential  ones — health  and  tran- 
quility of  mind  5  and  that  you  may  ever 
-enjoy  them,  though  no  Moravian,  in  a 
high  degree  of  refinement,  is  the  fincere 
wifti  of 


Yours,  &c. 


L  J  4  LET- 
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Uartfori,  in  Conne.aicut,  Sept.  ij^,  IJ^U 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND^ 

rr^HIS  is  deemed  the  capital  of  this  protf 
•*•     vince.     It  ftands  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  Conneflicut  River,    ^^  \%  fituate4 
about  forty  milps  from  the  fea-coaft. 

We  were  fhewn,  among  other  things, 
the  following  curiofities,  an  houfe  built 
iij  the  year  1640  of  Apierican  oak,  the 
timbers  of  which  were  yet  found,  and  al^ 
moft  in  a  ftate  of  petrefa<5lion.  In  it  was 
JDorn  a  Jonathan  Belcher,  Efq,  who  was 

Governor 
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(jrovernor  of  this  province  as  well  as  of 
l^ew  Jerfey,  and,  by  his  upright  admi-r 
piftration,  idolized  by  both  ft^tes,  The 
^cond  was  an  elm  tree,  held  as  fa- 
icred  as  ever  the  oak  was  in  the  days  of 
the  antient  bards  of  our  own  country  the 
druids ;  as  this  elm,  in  fome  time  of  im^ 
ininent  danger,  concealed  the  charter  of 
the  province.  The  third  was  a  raoft  won- 
derful well,  which  being  dug  near  feventy 
feet,  without  the  Icaft  appearance  of  wa- 
ter, the  labourers  met  with  a  large  rock, 
and  on  the  miners  boring  this  rock,  irt 
order  to  blaft  it  with  powder,  they  drove 
the  auger  through  it,  uppn  which  the  wa- 
ter fpouted  up  with  fuch  amazing  velocity, 
that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  with 
the  affiftanpe  of  a  number  of  pumps  and 
a  fire-engine  they  could  Heep  the  well  dry 
till  it  was  floned,  which  was  no  foOner 
accomplifhed  than  it  filled  and  ran  over, 
^d  has  ever  fince  fupported,  or  rather 

formed. 
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foiTQipdjj  _  ^  bypc^  for  above  one-  hundred 

.  The  inJ^itait^  <^  flantford  relate  a 
ividicravis^  ftpry  of  ^hitfteldi  who  travel^ 
led  Americ*  in  the  hopes  9f  fowjng  th^ 
fcedis  of  Methodifnj  upoft  tlais  eontinentj 
aod>  from  a  fermo4\  he  preached  at  th^ 
great  Kveetingm  thjs  to,wn,.y<w[  iru^bc 
fore  did  not  gain  over  the  femafe  part  of 
ltt»  citaigfegation  $  biit  was,  iofiih:^,  9ni 
obliged  to  take  Shelter,  m  the  firft  houfe 
that  wowld  admit  hitfi.  The  t-ext  h$  had 
felo6ted  was,  "  Anoint  my  eye^  with  eye» 
**felvc."  AfteJ^  cgcpatiating  for  a  confit 
derable  length  of  time,  to  point  out  what 
was  ti9t  the  tnae  eye-falve,  he>  in  th? 
ufual  eant  of  thpfe  fanatic  preachers,  fayS)^ 
«  Now  rU  tell  you  what  is  Aq  yeal  qre» 
**  lalve~it  is  faith~it  is  grace— it  is  fiinplif 
**  city — it  h  virtue — it  is  virgin's  water, 
**  But,  ah  Lcffd,  where  can  that  be  found? 
*'  Perhaps  not  in  this  grand  aflembly." 

At 
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At  a  place  called  Symfbury^«  fomecop^ 
j^er  mmes  that  are  exhaufted  of  thtir  ore^/ 
whkK  arc  converted  to  a*  ftate  dungepn;* 
where,  formerjy,  fucla  pifenders  as  the  Ge^ 
nei^al  Aflembly  did  npjt  ehufe  /fa  punifli 
?vith  death  were  fent,  (hewing  the  h'uma*' 
pity  a»Ld  mildnefs  of  'the  law  5  not  but,  iti;^ 
pay  ppinjon,  they  woyld   have  Ihewn  it 
inore  (Kmfiderably,  by  hanging  up  the  unv 
foritgnate  wretijh :  for  in  the  courfe  oi  3k 
few  months,  after  lingering  put  a  mifera-^: 
ble  exiftence,  the  difFolution  of  nature  puts 
^  period  ta  their  pain.     Thefe  imnfes  were^ 
^verked  inany  years  ago,  the  miiieri  bor- 
ing near  half  a  mile  through  a  mountain, 
making  large  cells  that  arc  forty  yards  be- 
Jow  the  furface*    The  prifbncrs  are  let 
dowR  by  a  vvindlafi  i'Ma  this  difmal  ca^*' 
yern,  through  a  hole,  w^hich  anfweirs  the 
purpo&s  cf  conveying  their  food  and  air  j 
as  to  ligbl,  it  fcar^Iy  reaches- thorn.     Tltoi 
place,  fiilce  the  commencement  of  iftio  war^ 
has  bcea  converted  to  the  ihfemous  puri^ 

pofe 
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pofe  of  imprifoning  Loyalifts,  to  make 
them  renounce  their  attachment  to  their 
Sovereign,  and  yield  obedience  ta  Cofti. 
grefs ;  and  I  am  inforeaed  that  numbers 
have  be?n  taken  from  their  houfcs,  by  or- 
der of  the  Affembly,  and  after  a  ilight  ex- 
amination where  witnefles  wetc  egifily  pro- 
cured, either  through  malice  or  intereft, 
they  have  been  hurried  away  to  this  duur 
geon,  to  drag  on  a  (hort  period  of  pain 
and  mifery,  which,  from  the  number  of 
fteady  fpirits  who  have  been  imprifoned 
and  expired  in  it,  may,  with  great  propri-» 
cty,  be  called  the  catacomb  of  loyalty. 

There  is  an  animal  fuppofed  to  be  pe- 
culiar to  New  England,  called  the  cuba. 
This  animal,  as  if  fenfible  that  his  fa-^ 
mily  rely  on  him  for  protection,  is  ex- 
tremely tender  of  them,  and  never  for- 
fakes  them  till  death  diflblves  the  union* 
What  further  difplays  his  magnanimity 
is,  he  never  indicates  the  leaft  anger  to 

the 
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tlie  female,  though  ever  fo  provoked  by 
her.  What  a  charming  leflbn  from  na- 
ture is  this  to  mankind  -,  and  how  happy 
would  the  rational  part  of  the  creation 
become,  if  they  did  but  purfue  the  exam- 
ples of  irrational  animals. 


Yours,  &c. 


L  E  T- 


5*6"        iK*E*fO*    tltAVfet'l 


L   £    T    T    E    R     IXXVU 


Ne-wi^orig  Sift.  25,  l^iu 


My   t)EAIt   FRIEND, 

NEW  Haven  is  remarkable  for*  hav- 
ing given  the  epithet  of  pumpkin* 
heads  to  the  New  Englanders>  which 
arofe  from  a  fevere  and  religious  code  of 
laws,  made  at  the  firft  fettlement  of  Con- 
nefticutj  which  enjoin  every  male  to 
have  his  hair  cut  round  by  a  Cap,  and 
when  caps  were  not  readily  at  hand,  they 
fubftituted  the  hard  fhell  of  a  pumpkin, 
which  being  put  on  fheir  head  every  Satur- 
day, the  hair  was  cut  by  it  all  round  the 

head. 


head.  Whftt  i'elig^ti*  Vii-ttie  rii^y'  ?jfe 
-derivtd  from  thife  «aft6m,  k  i$^fficult1:6 
find  out  J  tertaiMV  'th6i«' fe  ft^uch  |»Wit. 
dence  ill  k,  for  k  pit^ents  the  Haii"fr<ki 
entiahglmg,  ^  faves  '^fhe  tife  tjf  TtogyHahH 
ribbOEns,  iHftk  preventis  k  fixMn  feicibttiihii*. 
ittgthfefighit  by  faMifigoVer  tbe'  i^eif^'->5 
am  kidHced  to  think  ff<6'tiflto(m'-Ju^ 
■fj-om  thi&  ifeufe,  thai  as  tiity-Vw^e^  ftrek 
tnthufiafts  in  reli^ri,  aiid  at  'ttl6'  l&Shte 
time  a  iawlefs  and'  pivWl^^t^^*-  ptd^lfe, 
-Aofifr'^whtt  ?iad  laft^thtir^^Ps^fbr^hfctJ*^, 
fhould  not  conceal  their  misfortune*"imtl 
difgrace. 


•.i;o  no'j  J 


We pa^by  affidfetii%that^i'fKaiv 
ted.  rldlfe  ttjt  the  fe*  flior*^-  #hici^'«>bk 
three  Sundays  fmce  fra*  faWduiWKd  i^-^ 
'party  froii  Long  Mafl^,  ^at  t^i1l4me^<tf 
-divinte  fervice,  and  ifhe  moft  •■iid«^iio«fe 
•rebek,  with  the  clecgyx«aft;  •mrt  t&^h 
prifoncrs.  Upon  the  alat-ift'tfifecialiftjifioji 
waB  g^ti-the  congref  a^ft  .gi*tkig  0«: 

as 
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as  faft  as  they  couldy  each  man  taking 
the  firft  horfe  he  met  with/  rode  away  full 
gallop.  Some  of  our  party,  having  motmt^ 
ed  other  horfes,  riding  after  ^em.  M 
inhabitant,  who  refides  near  the  meetings 
informed  us  that  it  was  a  ludicrous  fight; 
fome  galloping  off  with  their  neighbours 
horfes,  the  owner  running  after  to  ftop 
him ;  others  feeking  refuge  in  an  adjoin« 
ing  wood;  women  fcreaming,  fhrieking 
and  fainting ;  and  as  no  mifchief  arofe 
from  it,  it  muft  have  been  truly  laugh* 
able*     . 

Upon  our  arrival  at  King*s  Bridge,  it  U 
impoffible  to  defcribe  the  emotions  of  joy 
depicted  in  the  covmtenance  of  every 
one;  when  we  had  paffed  the  barrier,  wc 
felt  ourfelves  once  more  at  liberty  arid 
fafe  out  of  the  hands  of  barbarians ;  for  {o 
many  fortuitous  circumftances  had  taken 
place  from  the  time  we  were  made  prif(>> 
ners,  that,  notwithftanding  we  received  an 

official 
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officii  accounts  of  our  being  exchanged 
from  the  commiffary  of  prifoners,  and 
obtained  oUr.  pafliports,  flill  we  did  not 
conceive  ourfelvesi  altogether  emancipated^ 
till  We  had  got  within  the  Britilh  lines. 

The  iflaiid  of  New  York,  at  King'* 
Bridge,  is  joinfed  to  the  continent  by  a 
fmall  wooden  bridge,  and  the  country 
around  is  very  rocky  and  mountainous. 
The  river,  which  feparates  the  ifland  front 
the  continent,  is  a  fafeguard  againft  any 
fudden  invafion  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
works  that  are  thrown  up,  which  are  ex* 
ceedingly  ftrong,  are  on  fuch  command-^^ 
ing  fituations,  that  an  army  would  be  cut 
to  pieces  in  attempting  to  pafs  it.  This 
poll  is  fourteen  miles  from  the  city  of 
New  York. 

Our  fleet  is  repairing  after  the  aftion 
they  have  had  with  the  French  off  Chefa- 
peak  Bay,  and,  when  in  a  condition,  are 

Vol.  II.  Mm  to 
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to  fail  with  a  coafiderable  body  of  troops, 
which  Sir  Henry  Clinton  is  to  cooimand 
himfelf,  in  order,  if  poffibk,  to  fave  Lord 
Comwallis's  army.  *I  cannot  defcribe  the 
eagemefs  of  both  navy  and  army  to  cfFeft 
it,  particularly  the  former,  who  are  ufing 
tlie  utraoft  diligence  and  labor  in  the  ne- 
ceffary  repairs. 

A  day  or  two  before  we  came  here. 
Prince  William  Henry  arrived  from  Eng- 
land, in  tlie  Lion  of  feventy-four  guns, 
under  the  care  of  Admiral  Digby*  The 
Prince  has  been  on  fhore,  and  vifited  moft 
of  the  places  in  the  city  and  the  polls  a- 
round  it.  He  is  very  fhrewd  and  fenfi- 
ble,  making  many  pertinent  remarks  and 
obfervations.  Not  long  fincc  he  accofted 
Lieut.  Bibby,  of  our  regiment,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  "  Well,  Captain  Bibby^ 
*^  fo  you  are  in  the  Adjutant  General's 
"  ofSce.  I  fuppofe  there,  are .  handfbme 
*'  perquifites."    Bibby  replied^/*  Upon  my 

"  word. 
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"  word,  your  Royid  Highnefs  is  ttiifin- 
•*  formed  J  for  no  dne  in  that  office  has 
"  more  than  his  bare  (kkry/'^-^"  Indeed'/' 
exclaimed  his  Royal  Highnefs,  with  fur- 
prize  :  "  Well',  well,  then  ydu  fhould  par- 
"  take  of  thofe  of  the  Commiffaries  and 
"  Barrack  Matter  Generals;  for,  let  me 
*^  tell  you,  they  have  emoluments  enough 
^  for  both*" 

The  city  of  New  York  Aahds  oti  the 
fouthem  extremity  of  the  iflahd,  and  its 
fituation  is  extremely  delightful ;  com- 
manding fuch  a  variety  of  profpe6ls,  as 
are  the  moft  charming  that  can  be  con- 
ceived. The  city  is  moftly  built  upon 
the  Eaft  River,  on  account  of  the  harbour* 
In  many  of  the  ftreets  are  rows  of  trees  on 
each  fide,  for  fhelter  from  the  amazing 
heats  in  fummer.  Moft  of  the  houfes  are 
built  with  brick,  very  ftrong  and  neat  j  and 
feveral  ftories  high ;  many  of  them  have 
balconies  on  the  roof,  where  company  fit 
M  m  2  in 
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in  the  futnmer  evenings,  to  enjoy  tl>c  prof^ 
pe6t  of  the  oppofite  (hores  and  harbour  ;r 
and  the  roofs  are  covered  with  fhingle^r 
The  ftrects  are  paved  and  ckan,  but  in 
general  very  narrow ;  there  are  twa  or 
three,  indeed,  which  iare  fpacious  and  aiiy. 
The  length,  of  the  town  is  fcwnewhat  more 
than  a  mile,  and  the  breadth  of  it  about 
half  a  mile.  The  fituation  is  reckoned 
healthy,  but  fubje6l  to  one  great  inconve- 
nience, which  is  the  want  of  frefh  water. 

There  are  feveral  public  buildings;  tho* 
but  few  deferving  attention.  There  were 
two  churches,  the  Old  or  Trinity  Church, 
and  the  New  one  or  St.  George's  Chapel^ 
both  very  large  ^  the  former  was  deftroyed 
by  fire:  by  the  remains  it  appears  ta  have 
been  in  the  Gothic  tafte.  The  latter  is 
built  upon  the  model  of  fome  of  the  new 
churches  in  London,  and. oppofite  to  it  is 
a  fpacious  fquare,  where  ftands  the  park 
of  artillery.    Befides  thefe  two,,  there  arc 

feveral 
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ieveral  other  places  of  worfhip,  confifting 
d£  two  Low  Dutch  Calvinift  churches,  two 
High,  one  French  5  meeting  houfcs  for 
Lutherans^  Prefbyteriahs,  Quakers,  Ana- 
biptifts,  Moravians,  iind  a  Jews  fynagogue. 
There /is  a  very  ;handfome  charity  fchool 
for  fixty  beys:  and  girls,  a  good  work- 
hou&,  barracks  for  a  regiment  of*  foldiersj^ 
andaii'exceeding  ftrong^prilbn.  Thecourt- 
houfe  is  not  fo  confiderable  as  might  be 
expefted  for  fuch  a  city,  and  is  now  con- 
irerted.  into  a  guard-rhoiife  for.  the  main 
guaixL-.     ^ .  .'• 

'.  The  original  fort  was  quadrangiilar,  ca- 
pal>le  of  inountkig  fixty  pieces  of  cannon, 
but: now  there  are  great  additions.  In 
tlus  fort  ftands.  the  governor's  palace,  and 
undenfie^th  the  fort  is  a  battery  capable  of 
HpuoiMiting  ninety-f6ur  guns,  and.  barracks 
for;  t>ya  companies  of  foldiers.  Upon  a 
fmalt  ifland,  opjwlito  the  city,  is  aa  hof- 
pital  for  ficl?;  arid  w<xinded  feamCTi. 

M  m  3  The 
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The  North  River  is  fomcwhat  more 
than  two  miles  over  to  PaiUus  Hook) 
where  there  is  an  exceecUng  fbrong  work 
oppofitc  New  York,  On  account,  of  the 
expofure  to  the  north  winds,  and  to  the 
driving  of  the  ice,  in  the  winter,  fhips 
cannot  anchor  there  at  fJbat  ieailpn  of  the 
year,  and  therefore  lay  up  in  the  Baft  Ri*? 
ver,  it  being  the  fafeft  §pd  beft,  though 
the  fmallcft,  harbour, 

The  fea  near  New  York  affords  gresrt 
quantities  of  oyfters,  as  well  a^  variety  of 
other  fea  fifh.  Lobfters  were  extremely 
plentiful,  of  an  enormous  fize;' but  af- 
ter  the  cannonade  at  Long  Ifland  they 
forfook  the  coaft,  and  not  ond  has  beei) 
feen  fmce^  The  manner  they  firft  came 
upon  the  coafl  is  rather  lingular,  fbr  al^ 
though  New  England  abounded  with 
them,  none  were  ever  caught  l^ere  5  but 
this  city  was  fupplied  by  the  New  Bng^ 
landers^  who  brought  them  in  great  well-y 
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boats.  One  of  thefe  boats  coming  thro' 
the  Sound,  an4  paffing  Hell  Gates,  a  very- 
dangerous  rocky  part,  ftruck  and  fplit  to 
pieces,  and  the.  lobfters  efcaped;  after 
wluch  they  multiplied  very  fail,  and  were 
-caught  in  great  abimdance,  till  frightened 
4way  by  the  noife  of  the  cannon^  . .-.  . 

Having  mentioned  a  plate  with  fuch<si 
tremendous  name  as  Hell  Gates,  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  defcribe  it,  which  I  am 
enabled  the  mareifuUy  to  do,  >  having  one 
afternoon,  with  .  a  •  party,  made  a  trip 
up  the  Sound:  and.  pafied  this  dangerous 
ipot. :  We  left  New  York,  with  a  fair  and 
ftrong  breeze,  near  upon  the  height'  of 
tide,  as  at  any  other  time  it  is  impaflable,' 
go4^  ir^  about  twQ  lw>yrs  pafTcd  through 
Hell  Qates.  It  is  really  impoQiblc  to  do 
^i%^  witliput  calling  to  mind  the  de- 
fcription  of  ScyU^:  and  Cl^arybdis^  The 
bfeadth  of  the  Sovind.at  this  |daceis  abojLit 
half ,  a  mile,,  but  tlie.  .channel  ia  very  nar<- 
M  ra  4  row. 
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row,  not  exceeding  eighty  yards*  The 
water  ruflies  with  great  rapidity  and  in 
various  currents,  only  one  of  which  will 
carry  a  veffel  through  with  fafety ;  for  oji 
one  fide  there  is  a  ihoal  of  rocks,  that 
juft  make  their  appearance  above  the  wan 
ter,  and  on  the  other  a  djreadful  vortex, 
produced  by  a  rock  lying  abbut  nine  feet 
under  the  furface,  which  is  tisrmed  the 
pot,  ai^d  draws  and  fwallows  every  thing 
that  approaches.it,  dafliing  them  to  pieces 
upon  the  rock  at  the  bcAtom ;  at  ftated 
times  of  the  tide  this  tremendous  whirl- 
pool boils  furioufly  like  a  pot,  and  at 
others  fucks  ev^ry  thing  into  it  like  a  fiiQf 
nel,  (  . 

Nearly  oppofite  to  Hell  Gates  lies  ano* 
ther  reef  of  rocks,  which,  that  it  may  bear 
fome  rcfemblance  qf  horror,  is  liamed  the 
Devil's  Frying  Pan.  The  noife  made  by 
the  water  in  rufhing  over  theni,  may 
be   compared  to  that   of  water  poured 

upon 
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upon  red  hot  iron.  This  alfo  draws  vef- 
fels  towards  it,  to  their  inevitable  deftruc- 
tion. 

There  are  exceeding  fkilful  pilots  to 
navigate  through  thefe  dangerous  ftndts, 
•ijotwithftanding  which  fhips  are  frequently 
loft..  Before^, the  war,  it  was  deemed  an 
impoflibility  for  a  top-fail  vefiel  to  pafs  j 
but  vfince  the  commencement,  fleets  oF 
tranfporls,  and  the  frigates  that  convoyed 
them,  have  ventured  iand  accomplilhed  it 

But  what  is  ftill  more  extraordipary; 
and  difplays  a  noble  inftance  of  courage 
and  intrepidity,  that  gallant  feaman,  -St^ 
James  Wallace,  conduced  his  Majeft'y's 
ihip  the  Experiment,  of  -fifty  guns, 
through  this  dreadful  channel. 

:  At  the  time  d'Eftaign  lay  off  Sandy 
Jtlookwith  a  fuperior  force,  and  blocked 
up  the  harbour  of  New  York,  he  difpatched 

fome 
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fome  fhips  of  the  line  round  the  eafl  end 
of  Long  Ifland  to  cruize  in .  the  Sound, 
and  to  intercept  any  of  the  King's  fliips. 
At  that  time  Sir  James  Wallace  was  cruiz- 
ing at  the  mouth,  and  perceiving  the 
French  veffels,  failed  back  into  the  Sound. 
The  French  purfued,  certain  of  the.  prize. 
Sir  James  faw  his  danger,  and  being  un- 
able to  engage  fuch  a  fuperior  force,  ra- 
ther than  the  fhip  -fhould  fall  into  the 
enemy's  hands,  made  the  bold  attempt  to 
pafs  through  Hell  Gates  -,  which  .was  the 
wonder  and  aftoniftiment  not  only  of  the 
Erench,  who  were  obliged  to  return  much 
cliagrined,  but  of  all  the  captains^  of  our 
fleet;  as.  it  was  ever  deemed  a  ralhnefs  to 
attempt,  but  vyas  accomplilhed.  by  an  aft 
of  neceflity. 

This  afternoon  I  went  down  to  the 
beach,  to  fee  the  whale  boat  fet  off  with 
difpatches  for  Lord  Cornwallis's  army, 
amd  you  cannot  conceive  how  elated  the 

crew 
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crew  were,  entertaining  an  idea  of  con- 
veying tidings  that  would  make  them  joy- 
fully received. 

As  thefe  ar^  open  boats,  and  have  fo 
in^y  leagues  to  fail  before  they  reach  the 
Chefapeak,  you  muft  neceflarily  conclude 
the  voyage  to  be  attended  with  imminent 
fianger.  Their  intention  is  to  coaft  along 
fliore,  but  may  be  frequently  driven  Out 
pf  fight  of  Jand;  the  laft  boat  that  came 
from  Lord  CornwalUs,  was  in  that  fitua- 
tioi>  for  three  days.  They  eafily  cvadfe 
being  taken,  as  they  cati'  fail  in  fliallbw 
watefj  and  keep  clofe  ittiho^e.  *  The  boatS 
that  pafe  betweea  thft  W<i  a?ini68  -have 
Jittlc  apjfttlienfion  of  being  captur-edy  ex^ 
cept  ia  paOing  through  the  FrencK.  fleet  at 
|he  mouth  of  the  Chefapeak.-     :       -    .  - 


LET- 
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flew  fork,  0S»  JQ,  1781% 


MY   DFAK    FHIENDj 


'TpHOUGH  Long  Jfland  is  in  our  pof* 
^  feffion,  ftUl .  towards  the  !caft -end 
tKer^  are  continual  fcouting !  pa^es  of 
the  Americans,  tjiat  crofs  the  Sound  from 
jthe  Conne£ticut  (hore,  >yhofe  ibl^lfufinefi 
is  to  plunder  the,  inhabitant  a,  :-and.  pick 
up  prifoners..         '   /  .    il:       '      t 

On  croffing  the  Eaft  River  from  New 
York  you  land  at  Brooklyn,  which  is  a 
fcattered  village,  confifting  of  a  few  houfes. 

At 
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At  this  place  is  an  excellent  tavern,  where 
parties  are  made  to  go  and  eat  fifh  s  the 
landlord  of  which  has  faved  an  immenfe 
fortune  this  war.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from 
the  -town  are  fome  confiderable  heights, 
commanding  the  city  of  New  York.  On 
thefe  is  erefted  a  ftrong  regular  fort,  with 
four  baftions.  To  defcribe  the  works 
throwu  up  by  tlie  Americans  upon  this 
ifland,  would  ba  beftowing  more  attention 
on  the  fubjeft  than  it  deferyes,  as  they 
adlually  cover  the  whole.  They  are 
not  only  on  grounds  and  fituations  that 
are  exti*emely  advantageous  and  command- 
ing, but  works  of  great  ftrength,  that  I 
am  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  their  fo  haftily 
abandoning  them,  as  they  were  certain  by 
fuch  a  ftep  to  give  up  New  York.  I 
am  induced  to  believe,  that  Gen,  Wafhing^ 
ton  thought  the  Americans  were  fo  panic- 
ftruck  after  the  engagement,  a^our  troops 
purfued  them  clofe  to  their  lines,  that 
they  would  not  ftand  an  aflault  j  and  if 

his 
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his  lines  were  carried  he  was  fenfible  there 
was  no  place  of  retreat,  and  that  his  army 
muft  inevitably  have  been  deftroyed. 

Long  Ifland  is  the  largeft  Ifland  frcJm 
Cape  Florida  to  Cape  Sable.  It  is  one 
hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  length  and 
about  fifteen  miles  in  breadth,  and  from 
its  formation  derives  its  name.  The  fouth 
fide,  next  to  the  Atlantic,  is  loWj  level  and 
fandy,  with  extenfive  bays  within  the  land, 
near  the  length  of  the  ifland  j  on  that  fide 
oppofite  the  continent,  the  lands  are  high, 
hilly  and  broken,  but  with  a  number  of 
fine  bays  and  harbours.  A  chain  of  hills 
runs  through  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  the 
whole  length  of  it,  from  which  there  is 
an  extenfive  view  of  the  ocean  and  the  ad- 
joining continent. 

The  Plain  is  a  perfe6l  level,  and  what  is 
a  phsenomenon  in  America,  has  not  a  tree 
growing  tipon  it.     The  foil  is  faid  to  be 

incapable 
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incapable  of  producing  trees,  or  any  vege** 

tation  except  a  coarfc  grafs,  and  a  kind  of 

brufti-wood  or  (hrub  which  feldom  grows 

higher  than  four   or  five  feet,  and  that 
* 

only  on  a  particular  part  of  the  plaui. 

The  foil  of  this  plain  is  a  black  earth, 
covered  with  a  kind  of  mofs,  and  under 
the  earth,  which  is  of  a  fpongy  quality,  is 
a  bed  of  gravel,  which,  confequently  ab- 
forbing  the  heavieft  rains,  prevents  the 
water  from  remaining  on  the  ground  j  it 
therefore  naturally  follows,  that  in  wet 
feafons  there  is  abundance  of  grafs,  and  in 
dry  ones  it  is  entirely  parched  up. 

The  plain  fupports  great  quantities  of 
cattle,  (hecp  and  horfes,  which  are  fup- 
plied  with  water  from  the  ponds  made 
by  the  inhabitants  in  different  places, 
and,  that  they  may  retain  the  rain,  have 
clay  bottoms;  for  what  is  equally  as  re- 
markable 
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markable  as  the  plain  itfetf,  there  are  tLO 
fprings  or  running  water  throughout  it* 
whole  extent.  This  plain  is  of  the  na[- 
tare  of  our  commons  in  England,  having 
no  inclofures,  and  almoft  uninhabited,  ex- 
cept a  few  public  houfes  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  travellers. 

It  Is  impoffible  to  defcribe  the  anxiety 
of  every  one  when  the  fleet  left  this  pkccf, 
in  full  hopes  and  expeftation,  although  it 
had  to  fight  its  way  through  a  much  fu- 
perior  force,  it  would  have  been  the  means 
of  faving  the  gallant  and  brave  araiy  un- 
der Lord  Cornwallis  ;  but  language  is  un- 
able to  defcribe  the  feelings  of  every  loyal 
fubjeft,  when  the  fleet  returned,  unable 
to  effeft  fo  noble  a  purppfe  3  for  three 
days  before  the  fleet  made  the  Chefapeak, 
that  gallant  army  had  furrcndered  to  the 
combined  forces  of  France  and  America. 

When 
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.When  the  Britifli  fleet  left  Sandy  Hook, 
Gen^  Waftiingtan^  hdd  certmn  intelligence 
.jd£  it,  within  forty-c^t  houi*:  after  it 
ikilod:/ although  at  fuch  a  donfiderable  dif-^ 
tance  as  near  fix  hundred  miles,  by  means 
of  fignal  guns  and  alarms*  A  very  noto-^ 
rious  rebel  in  New  York,  from  the  top 
of  his  boufe,  hui^  out  the  iignal  of  a 
white  iii^g>  the  moment  the  fleet  got  un- 
4er  way,  which  was  immicdiately  anfwei^d 
by  the  firing  of  a  gun  at  a  fmall  village 
.^bpixt  a  mile  from  our  poft  aft  Paulus 
HooK;  after  tliat  a  continual  firing  of 
cannon  was  heard  on  the  oppofite  (here$ 
and  about  .two  days  after  the  fleet  i^led^ 
wa?  the  period  in  which  Gen*  Wafliington 
was  fo  prefling  for  the  army  to  furrender. 
Theisc  is  ^  Tecrefy  to  be  obferved  in  war, 
necefTary  io  the  wcll-condufting  of  plans, 
and  the  execution  of  any  particular  mea^ 
fure  that  is  concerted,  which,  being  dif-' 
flofed,  all  is  fruflrated.  This  was  the  cafe 
in  the  prefent  inflance :  the  failing  of  the 

Vol.  II.  Nn  fleet. 
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fleet,  by  a  villain  under  the  maik  of  a 
LoyaM,  was  revealed  to  the  Americans; 
and  to  fimilar  caufes  maybe  accounted  the 
many  fatal  calamities  attending  our  army 
upon  this  continent. 

The  lofs  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  army  is 
too  heavy  a  blow  to  be  foon  or  eafily  re- 
covered ;  it  evidently  muft  change  the  face 
of  affairs  :  for  the  war  which  commenced 
in  this  country,  and  ought  to  have  been, 
maintained  in  the  offenfive,  muft  now  de- 
generate into  a  difhonorable  defenfive ;  and 
if  Great  Britain  is  determined  to  overcome 
the  Colonies,  fhe  muft  fend  out  a  very 
numerous  reinforcement  in  the  ipring,  or. 
the  furrender  af  Lord  Comwallis  may 
be  confidered  as  the  clofing  fcene  of  the 
whole  continental  war  in  America. 

i  have  taken  my  paflage  in  the  Swallow 
Packet,  which  the  latter  end  6f  the  week 
fails  for  England.     I  preferred  xroming 

home 
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iiottie  in  the  packet  rather  than  a  tran- 
Iport,  not  only  as  it  is  a  better  failing 
veflel^  jind  Having  more  hands  is  in  lefs 
danger  of  being  captured  J  but  the  trans- 
ports in  general  are  fo  exceedingly  crazy, 
and  theii*  bdttoms  fo  Very  bad^  owing  to 
their  layitig  up  fuch  a  length  of  time 
in  rivers,  that  they  are  ilnable  towith- 
i!:and  the  boiflerous  winds  and  wares  of  a 
wihl»r's  'paffagCi 

As  this  is  the  laft  letter  you'll  rtceive 
from,  me  in  Amerifca,  permit  me,  before  I 
bid  ft  final  farewel  to  it,  to  make  fome 
few  refie£tions  on  this  unfortunate  con-^ 
teft. 

'  Akhough  America,  tlirough  France  and 
her  naval  power,  may  gain  independence, 
fhe  wiU  find  in  what  an  aukward  predica^ 
ment  fhe  has  involved  herfelf,  and  how 
conVulfed  the  provinces  muft  be  for  a 
N  n  a  '     length 
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length  of  years.  As  a' new  ftate  flic  mnft 
maintain  or  eftaUifh  her  public  character, 
axKi^is  bound,  by  €v«ry  tie  of  policy,  not 
to  defCTt  her  allies* .      > 

•  Alas, .  deluded  Americans  ?  Whrin  too 
latB,  you'H  repent  yotw:  raflinefs,  Let.me 
]tn(nintiaUy  afk  the  rnoft  ibnfiUc  ^unong 
them.  When  the  Indepeadency  is  eftaWiih- 
ed,  will  they  poffefs  that  -freedom  and  K- 
berty  as  under  the  Englifh  government? 
If  their  .anfwer  is  impartial,  they  muft 
<tedarc^  Certainly  we  Ihall  not ;  but-  in  2 
icm  yt3rs. perhaps  wjeimay.  iThftt  period, 
- 1  am  afiaid,  is  .at  a  great  jdiAaace* 

Much,  indeed,  are  they  entangled  in 
the  cabals  of  a.  French  court,  which 
will,  fooner  or  latar,  not  only  endeavour 
to  cnflaire  them  ia  reality,  hat  dif- 
pofleTs  them  of  their  foiithem  provinces. 
It  is  fiot  withotit  juft  grounds  I  af- 
(ert    that  e'er   half    a    century    elapfes, 

America 
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America  witl  be  fuing  that  prote£lion  from 
the  mother  country,  which  fhe  has  fo  un- 
gratefully defpifed,  to  fcreen  her  from  the 
perfecutions  and  tyranny  of  France.  They 
are  confciotts  of  being  happy  before  this 
unfortunate  revolution,  and  will  feel  that 
they  are  no  longer  fo ;  [they  muft  inevita- 
bly regret  the  change  in  fullen  filence,  or, 
if  they  have  aiiy  thing  like  ipirit  left, 
rouze  into  arms  again. 


Yours,  &CC. 


N  7  Let. 
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LETTER      LXXVIII, 


Q«  loard  the  Swallow  Packet,  {/.  Mary*!  J^arhtff 
intbelJIaMdsff  Scilly,  Dec.  8^  i^8i. 


IfV   DEAR   FRIENDj 

/^N  the  day  after  our  vriv^  here,  Lar^ 
^^  Dalrymple,  who  had  the  cl^geof 
Sir  Henry  Clinton's  difpatches,  apprehaiT 
five  that  the  packet  might  be  detuned  fop 
^  confiderable  time  by  contrary  winds, 
and  anxious  to  deliver  d^fpatches  of  fo 
much  importance  to  the  nation,  hired  a 
fmall  fifhing  boat,  and,  notwithftanding 
it  blew  a  hard  gale,  regardlefs  of  the  im-r 
minent  dangers  of  the  feas  and  furcound- 
ing  enemies,  fo  rnuch  ha4  he  the  public 

fervice 
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fervice  at  heart,  that,  nobly  braving  them, 
he,  at  the  utmoft  rifk  of  his  life,  fet  fail 
in  it  from  this  place,  accompanied  by  the 
Earl  of  Lincoln,  who  was  a  paffenger  on 
board  the  packet.  From  a  lofty  eminence 
we  faw  the  boat  leave  thefe  iflands, 
while  the  fea  ran  fo  tremendous  high,  that 
it  was  thought  by  every  one  they  never 
could  reach  the  Englifh  coaft. 

Strangers  who  land  here,  are  conduc- 
ed to  the  fpot  where  tjie  body  of  that  fa- 
mous AdmiralSir  Cloudefley  Shovel  was 
found,  after  his  fhipwreck  in  the  year 
1707.  It  was  in  a  fmall  cove  called  Port- 
helilk  near  what  is  termed  the  Tolmens  5 
and  it  is  handed  down  by  tradition  that 
he  was  difcovered  naked,  and  only  diftin- 
guiihed  from  the  moft  ordinary  failor  un- 
der his  command,  by  having  round  his 
neck  a  portrait  of  his  royal  miftrefs,  on 
the  rcverfe  of  which  wgs  engraved  his 
name. 

N  n  4  A  fand- 


,^ 
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A  (andrbank  offering  itfelf  very  oppor-^ 
tunely,  as  if  for  the  very  purpofc,  he  was 
interred  under  it.  Whoever  has  feen  the 
place,  will  allow  it  would  have  been  dou 
bly  inhuman  not  to  have  buried  him, 
whoever  he  was.  For  my  own  part,  it 
recalled  to  my  mind  the  argument  that 
^chytas  makes  ufe  of  to  befpeak  the  likg 
friendly  office, 

At  ta  nauta^  vagx  ne  parce  qiialigni;$  arense^ 

Oflibus  Sc  capid  inhamatOj^ 

Particulam  4^e. 

HoR.  Qd.  xxviiU  Ub.  If 


Hiftory  informs  us,  that  the  body  of 
this  great  man  was  afterwards  taken  up, 
and  conveyed  to  Weftminfter  abbey.  A 
fmall  pit  on  this  fandy  green,  i§  ftill  vi^ 
fible. 

^dveris  €»gui  parya  munem.  {bid* 

Thefe  iflands  are  of  great  utility  in  timo 
of  war,  ^s  they  ^prd  proteftion  totxad-R 

ing 
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ing  veffels  and  homeward-bound  fhips, 
which  would  by  contrary  winds,  without 
this  refuge,  be  obliged  to  beat  about  in 
the  Channel,  expofed  to  the  danger  oif 
being  captured  by  the  enemy. 

The  not  eftablifhing  a  packet  between 
thefe  iflands  and  the  main,  is  an  incon- 
venience to  be  lamented  and  a  ground  for 
cenfure.  I  am  confident  it  would  bring 
in  a  great  revenue;  for,  during  our 
ilay,  a  packet  of  letters  was  given  to 
the  Captain  of  our  fhip,  nearly  as  large 
as  that  he  has  brought  from  New  York. 
You  would  fcarcely  believe  it,  but  they 
have  been  feventeen  weeks  >Yithout  any  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  country.  Such  an  in- 
tei-miffion  of  correfpondence  muft  be  ex- 
tremely detrimental  to  trade,  A  fmall  fhip 
of  about  forty  tons,  to  pafs  and  repafs  as 
the  weather  permitted,  would,  by  freight 
and  trade,  not  only  repay  expences,  but  be 
jit  handfome  income  to  the  owners. 

The 
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The  utility  of  a  frigate  being  ftationed 
Jierc,  was  noticed  to  me  by  feveral  of  the 
inhabitants ;  for,  during  this  war,  a  French 
cutter  came  into  the  harbour,  with  a  view 
to  cut  away  the  Ihips  at  anchor  ^  but  a 
frigate  happening  to  be  there  at  that  time,^ 
the  cutter  fheered  off,  and  no  other  has 
fince  made  its  appearance;  which  muft 
jirife  from  the  idea  that  a  frigate  is  a6lually 
ftationed  in  thefe  iflands. 

The  wind  coming  favorable^  the  Cap- 
tain has  defired  the  p^ffengcrs  to  repair  on 
lx)ard. 


Yours,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER       LXXIX. 


^almoutb.  Die.  15,  1781. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

"VTESTERDAY  afternoon  we  left  Scilly 
^  Iflands,  and  arrived  at  this  place 
about  one  o'clock  this  morning.  On  go- 
ing afliore,  defcription  would  fall  exceed- 
ingly (hort  of  the  tranfports  I  felt  on  fet- 
ting  my  foot  once  more  on  my  native  land* 

We  here  learnt,  that  after  a  very  dan- 
gerous paffage,  and  being  nearly  captured 
by  a  French  cutter,  Earl  Vmcoln  and  Lord' 
Dalrymple  arrived  fafe  at  Penzance,  and  a 

few 
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days   ago  paffed  through  this   place  for 
town. 


The  former  of  thefe  noblemen  received 
a  fhock  that  mufl  have  funk  deep  indeed. 
While  they  were  changing  horfes,  a 
hearfe  was  fetting  off  from  the  fame  inn 
for  London  5  and  on  his  Lordftiip's  en- 
quiry concerning  it,  he  was  told  it  was  a 
corpfe  that  had  arrived  a  few  days  fince 
in  the  Lifbon  packet.  His  curiofity  and 
his  fears  were  awakened.  It  was  the 
corpfe  of  his  brother.  Lord  John  Pelham 
Clinton,  who,  a  few  months  fince,  had 
gone  over  to  Lifbon  for  the  recovery  of 
his  health.  A  brother  whom  he  panted 
to  meet  with— whofe  afFeftion  was  his 
joy  and  his  pride:  Thus  are  our  proud- 
efl  hopes,  like  a  tower,  propt  but  by  a 
brdceri  reed,  which  is  ever  ready  to  break! 
Your  own  feelings  can  better  exprefs  the 
fituation  of  his  heart,  on  receiving  tlic 

melancholy 
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melancholy  information  than  my  pen  is 
able  to  dcfcribe. 


It  is  remarkable  on  the  very  day  before 
we  put  into  Scilly  Iflands,  while  we  were 
in  putfuit  of  the  Ihip  ^a-head  of  us,  he 
expreffed  vail  anxiety  about  his  brother, 
as  he  had  not  had  letters  from  him  for 
fome  months,  adding,  with  a  gloominefs, 
that  he  hoped  he  fhould  have  fome  ac- 
counts by  the  next  packet.  The  fhip  then 
in  fight  proved  to  be  the  Lifbon  Packet, 
which  had  his  brother's  dead  body  oa 
board. 

,Having  fully  complied  with  your  re- 
queft,  on  my  leaving  England,  of  em- 
bracing eveiy  opportunity  to  let  you  hear 
from  me,  and  as  this  will  be  the  laft  of 
our  literary  correfpondence,  permit  me, 
before  I  conclude,  to  apologize  for  any  in- 
accuracies of  expreflion,  and  every  little 

fault 


£1^9^  INTERIOk    TRAVELS 

fault  that  may  have  occurred.  And  if 
you  can  believe  me  diffident  enough  to 
diftruft  my  own  talents,  cautious  of  af- 
fuming  merit  from  your  too  indulgent  opi- 
nion, and  anxious  to  throw  myfelf  into 
your  arms,  it  will  evince  the  cleamefs  of 
your  judgment,  and  the  fincerity  of  yoqr 
friendftiip  for 


Yours,  &c* 


FINIS 


c» 
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